THE ALHAMBRAN QUARTERLY
July 2022 - September 2022 [Twelfth Edition]

Region III Wamba #89 Organizes the 2022 Hooley Plunge
Republished with permission from Cumberland Times-News and Lindsay Renner-Wood, photos courtesy of Ken Nolan

FLINTSTONE, Md. — It was a warm Saturday afternoon at Rocky Gap State Park
when the Hooley Plunge was held this weekend — not just in temperature, but
in atmosphere. The event, which returned for its 18th year, is a fundraiser for
Special Olympics of Allegany County that has raised nearly $2 million. By the time
the plunge-takers entered Lake Habeeb at 1 p.m. Saturday, more than $94,000
had been donated to this year’s event. Special Olympics Area Director Dottie
Turner said the Hooley Plunge funds 100% of the Allegany County organization’s
annual operating costs. That money helps with everything from chartering buses
for traveling Special Olympians to their uniforms and stays at events. Turner
has volunteered with Special Olympics for 50 years, she said, and took over as area director nearly 30 years ago.
The cause is dear to heart, she said, as her sister is a Special Olympian who still participates at 73 years old. “The
community is wonderful in the way that they support this,” Turner said. One longtime plunge-taker, local bartender
Jeff Mallow, was presented with a community spirit award for his enthusiasm, as well as the money he’s raised over
the years. Mallow recalled watching the first Plunge 18 years ago. “I watched the first one go off, and there were
only like 10-15 people,” Mallow said. “I said, ‘I’m going to do that next year.’ So, I got together the $50, which was
all you needed to get in, and as years went by I just went more and more.” Mallow, who currently tends bar at the
Toasted Goat and used to at Ristorante Ottaviani, said he begins fundraising about a month before the event. His spot
behind the bar is a boon, he said, and his generous patrons help him out. Asked
what his favorite part of the Plunge is, Mallow said he looks forward to the
crowd that gathers. “It’s the people,” Mallow
said. “It’s like Derby Day in Frostburg, where
you see people you only get to see once a
year.” Chris Myers, owner of the Craft Table on
the downtown mall, opted to take the Plunge
for the first time this year. He said he started
raising money about a month and a half ago,
ending up with $240. His goal was $150, he said, so he was pleased with the effort.
Myers, who is legally blind, was accompanied by his guide dog, yellow Labrador
Fiona. “I’m not sure if she’s going to go. She’s going to get me as far as the water,”
Myers said about a half-hour before the crowd went down to the shore. “If she’s like
‘This is as far as I go, dad, you’re on your own,’ then I guess that’s
it.” When Myers later made his way into the water in one of the middle waves, clad
in a black hat with big white horns, Fiona decided to keep him company — at least, for part of the way, splashing
around toward the front of the lake before reuniting with Myers. Fort Hill juniors and football players Lance Bender
and Landen Keech said they were excited to be back at Rocky Gap for the
Plunge again, since the team didn’t take part when the event was held last in
October 2021. Bender was grateful for Saturday’s warmer weather, but still
said he was looking forward to getting out of the cold water. “Our first year,
the lake had ice on it and everything,” Bender said. Keech and Bender agreed
taking the Plunge together was a good way for their team to build unity with
one another. “It’s a good atmosphere around everybody,” said Keech. “It’s
good for us all to be around each other,” Bender said. “Whenever you run
together in 30-degree water, everyone has a bond.” “The closer you are, the
warmer you are,” Keech joked.

Supreme Chaplain Fr. Gillespie
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
Greetings and salutations from
the great metropolis of Biloxi,
Mississippi! I pray all is well with
you and yours! Since we last spoke,
many wonderful events have taken
place in our beloved Order of
Alhambra, two of which I’d like to expound on.
First and foremost was our meeting of the Council of
Viziers in Pittsburgh. It was great to be able to renew some
friendships, and to also make new friends. It never ceases
to amaze me the good and warmhearted folks that belong
to Alhambra! The primary focus of the gathering was to
discover ways to increase our numbers. Every one of us
joined the order to help those that need us most, and so
we need to venture out with a renewed sense of purpose.
Our Order is too important, and our task so vital, that we
can no longer sit back and let Alhambra wither away. Now
is the time for all good Alhambrans to come to the aid of
their Order!
If we think back and recall the circumstances that led up
to our being invited to join, we will discover the key to
recruiting others. Each of us found something appealing
about the Order, and so after much prayerful thought and
consideration, we signed on. What was it that sparked
our interest? What was it that set our hearts on fire about
helping God’s special friends? What was the passion that
moved us to take part in the various activities? Once we
rekindle our earliest thoughts of membership, we need to
begin to share that love with others. People naturally want
to join something that others are enthusiastic about. And
we should be ecstatic about Alhambra! The good we do
helps so many people. How many special people have a
smile on their face because of a night out, a simple dance, a
hot dog lunch? How many lives have literally been changed
because they encountered a member of our Order? We
need now, more than ever, to share our experiences with
others. We can no longer afford to be shy or timid about
Alhambra. It is time now to act, marching forward with
great courage and vigor! I know we can do it, because we
have God and His Mom with us!
On a similar note, Supreme Director Chuck Brown, his
lovely wife Connie, and I visited with the wonderful folks
in Texas at their regional meeting. Again, renewing old
friendships was the highlight, but we also discussed our
recruitment drive. To a person, we all agreed that moving
our order forward was paramount. Sitting back and doing
nothing was no longer an option. As we proved that it’s
possible for one region to visit with another, we thought
it would be good to promote that within the Order. While
we all understand the importance of Caravan participation

with each other, we must also begin participation with
the regions. It’s important for us to see how much more
good can be accomplished when we share how each
region is taking care of their slice of the pie. By sharing
our regional ideas, we feel less isolated from one another.
But the bottom line is, we must become proactive in our
recruitment efforts!
I pray that this plea for increased membership in our
Order does not fall on deaf ears, so to speak. If every
member committed to recruiting one person each year,
we would double in size every year. One new member for
each member each year. That is a realistic goal, and one
I believe is quite attainable. Let’s share this great Order
with the world! May Almighty God bless all y’all, today and
everyday.
Love from Fr. G.
Supreme Chaplain

Supreme Commander Joe B. Cortinaz
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I hope this newsletter finds you and
your family healthy and safe. I hope
you have been out and about and
having much fun with your family and
friends during these past months.
Our annual COV meeting was held
in Pittsburg, PA, on July 15,16,17,
2022. We had all five Executive Board members present
and seven Supreme Directors. Also in attendance were
Executive Director Mike Stakem and Supreme Chaplain
Father “G”. I want to thank the Executive Board and all
the Supreme Directors who gave of their time and effort
to attend this meeting. I know down deep in your heart
you are dedicated Officers of the Order of the Alhambra.
Remember you wear a Gold Tassel, and it comes with
responsibility. It was a short weekend, but it was a
productive meeting. I want to thank Supreme Advocate
George Walrath and Vice Supreme Commander Cliff Dake
for their presentation on membership. I know there were
many man hours spent in preparing the slideshow. Job Well
Done. Thank you. I hope we all had a good time. I know
I did. And it was great seeing everyone. Also, we were all
able to have dinner together at an Italian restaurant. We
had 20 in attendance. Special thanks to Executive Director
Mike Stakem for hosting the Hospitality Room. Everyone
enjoyed the camel’s milk and snacks. We also had the
opportunity to sing Happy Birthday to Mike. Hope you had
a great birthday, Mike.
I want to thank Regional Chaplain Father Banks and Sir
Noble Father Kevin from Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
for their attendance at the Annual Region VII meeting in
San Antonio, Texas. Thank you to Supreme Director Luis

Martinez for planning the Annual Region VII Meeting during
the month of August 19-21, 2022. Grand Sultana Astrid
did a great job in organizing the food and snacks for the
hospitality room, and special thanks to all the members
of Alamo Caravan who donated camel’s milk and other
items to the hospitality room Thanks to all the caravans in
attendance. I also want to thank from Region IV Supreme
Director Chuck Brown and Sultana Connie, Supreme
Chaplain Father “G”, and Deputy Supreme Director Al
Albila for their attendance at the Regional Meeting in San
Antonio. What a great weekend! Hope everyone had a
good time.

Vice Supreme Commander Clifton Dake

I ask you to start making plans to attend our next
convention in July 2023 which will be held in Pittsburg as
well. More information on the Convention 2023 will be
forthcoming. This will be our 60th convention. Please make
plans to attend.

Our Mission Statement reads

Covid does not want to go away. As members of the
Order, we must do everything possible to stay safe. Please
protect yourselves. The Order of the Alhambra needs all its
members.
Members all, our membership numbers continue to fall. We
are down to 1350 members. I ask all Grand Commanders
to work on recruitment. Make recruitment part of your
agenda at your monthly meetings. All it takes is plan a
Corporate Communion Mass and have a recruitment
drive. Set up a table and hand out information, explain
to everyone about our mission. Or even offer coffee and
donuts. So, you spend a few bucks. If you can recruit one
member, it’s worth it. One member at a time.
At the COV meeting in Pittsburg, Supreme Advocate
George Walrath and Vice Supreme Commander Cliff Dake
presented a plan on recruitment. By now all Supreme
Directors should have briefed Grand Commanders in their
respective regions about this new plan. If you are not aware
of this new plan, please talk to your Supreme Director.
Let’s all do our part to recruit a new member or more than
one. If everyone would recruit just one member a year, we
would double our membership. Think of the possibilities.
We need to protect our Order. By the end of June 2022, I
recruited two new members, why can’t you?
A Quote: “Never let the fear of striking out get in your
way.”
Please keep in your prayers all members. Prayers are
powerful. We pray that God will bless the Order of the
Alhambra and that all members remember why we joined:
to grow in numbers so we can continue to help God’s
Special Children of all Ages. This is our mission.
God Bless All, God Bless Alhambra. Praise God
Supreme Commander / Joe B. Cortinaz

I’d like to start off with a personal
thank you to Denise Blakely for her
years of service to the Order of the
Alhambra. She was so dedicated
day in and day out. Always keeping
our order on task. I wish Denise
well and pray God blesses her on
her new journey.
I believe it’s so important that we always keep our mission
statement fresh in our minds.
Through our social and fraternal work, we enhance
the quality of life for the intellectually disabled
and memorialize persons, places and events
significant to our catholic heritage.
Isn’t that reason enough to recruit?
We at the supreme level are trying to make recruiting
easier than ever. The new program is If You Build, They
Will Come & Stay.
The effort going into this program is the largest movement
in the past 30-40 years. We are providing a program guide
that will be sent out to all the caravans filled with multiple
recruiting ideas that are currently working in many
Regions. Ideas that will work for your Caravan. All we ask
is to Just try.
New banners will be shipping soon to your caravan that
will catch the eyes of people passing by giving you the
opportunity to just say hello with a smile. That starts
the recruiting process. We are printing handouts giving
you answers to many questions people ask. Taking the
pressure off your shoulders. It’s much easier to hand out
a flyer with all the answers than trying to memorize them.
Keeping the Order of the Alhambra alive and well.
Keep recruiting and keep the Life Blood of this
organization Alive.
God Bless
Vice Supreme Commander
Clifton Dake

Supreme Chamberlain Betty Dewey
“Twelve days of
Christmas Raffle”
Dear Alhambra Members,
A heartfelt thanks to those who
participated in last year’s (2021)
Christmas raffle drawing. Together,
we sold 1,420 tickets compared to 975 in 2020. Again,
early mailing of tickets was certainly a positive factor, and
therefore we have again decided to send your raffle tickets
early this year with another special challenge.
This year we are sending out five (5) tickets to each
member. The price of a ticket remains unchanged at $10.
We ask your support to BUY TWO SELL THREE, WON’T
THEY LOOK GOOD UNDER YOUR TREE. You will find the
tickets enclosed. To be in the drawing, we should receive
your sold tickets at the office no later than December 9th.
To avoid mail delays, we strongly suggest that you send a
$50 check made payable to “Order of the Alhambra, Inc.,”
with your ticket stubs to 4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore,
MD 21229
By buying tickets, purchasers have a chance to win the
following prizes: Starting with a base amount of $10.00 for
the win on the 14th of December, we will add an additional
$10.00 every day to reach $100.00 on the 23rd of
December. The second-place prize, which is on December
24th will be $500.00 and the BIG prize on December 25th
will be $1,000.00. Thank you for participating and good
luck!

Dear Dear Alhambra Members,
On September 1, 2022, the Per Capita invoices will be
mailed out to all caravans. The following is a breakdown of
the invoice for Caravans.
Schedule of payments as follows:
$52 if paid by September 30, 2022
$54 if paid by October 31, 2022
$57 if paid by November 30, 2022
$60 if paid by December 31, 2022, which is the due date.
This is the actual cost of Per Capita this year.
There are advantages for caravans that pay their per capita
by September 30, 2022. All caravans paying by September
30, 2022, will be entitled to ask the Charity Fund to issue
checks to the Charities of their choice for an amount based
on the number of members they have on the Roster
excluding the Chaplain at a rate of $10 per member.
The following is a breakdown of the invoice
for Members at Large (298)
$52 if paid by September 30, 2022
$53 if paid by October 31, 2022
$54 if paid by November 30, 2022
$55 if paid by December 31, 2022, which is the due date.
This is the actual cost of Per Capita this year.
Note: Members at Large invoices are less because they do
not pay for insurance.

TIS THE SEASON MAKE ALHAMBRA RAFFLE THE REASON
Best of luck and Merry Christmas,
Betty
Betty Dewey,
Supreme Chamberlain

Dear Alhambra Members,
This is a revision to the raffle article I wrote in our April,
May & June 2022 Alhambran. I previously posted that
each region received 5% commission for the raffles sold
in their region. The 5% commission should have gone to
the Caravans. The Regions returned all money back to the
Order and new checks were written to each Caravan.
Laus Deo (Praise God),
Betty
Supreme Chamberlain

Supreme Scribe Jim Rigby
We profess to be an organization
of Catholic men and women. What
does that mean? It means many
things; some are obvious while
some may not be. I know that, for
me, as a Catholic, it means that I’m
willing to take a risk and let it be
known that I am for Pro-Life. I think
that we as Catholic Alhambran’s should especially be ProLife because of the Special People we work with and for.
For some people, taking a risk for Pro-Life may mean
having a sign in their front yard. Some others may have
a Pro-Life license plate on their vehicle. While some
other may help or work at a pregnancy center. All of
these are physical actions but ALL of us can pray for
our pre-born children. Those angels that God has sent
down to earth. Children aren’t simply being conceived
by a man and woman but God must have a part also.
Many of us “Seasoned Citizens” have met couples
who have tried for years to become parents but have
been unsuccessful. Sometimes these couples look at
adoption or Foster Parenting and sometimes after they
have adopted a child or taken in a Foster Child the magic
happens and a pregnancy occurs. God is at work. We
Catholics, especially Alhambran Catholics, recognize we
are all God’s children, even those that are different from
us. Sometimes it’s easy to show passive support for
something. Sometimes it’s a little bit more difficult and
it takes a little more risk. A risk to support something
or standing up in public for it. I am proud that we
Alhambran’s chose to stand-up for Pro-Life by showing
what we do best. Supporting our Special Needs Friends.

Supreme Advocate George Walrath
Laus Deo
Well summer is fading, the kids
are heading back to school, and
the crops are ready for harvest
as fall approaches, yes, it has
been a busy summer for sure as
we have been able to get back
together and enjoy family,
friends and being Alhambrans.
The Al Sunna Revision Committee has been hard at
work, bringing the Al Sunna up to date with recent IRS
requirements, removing redundancy and errors, as well
as doing some much-needed clean-up. This resulted in
32 Resolutions that were presented at the July 2022 COV
Meeting in Pittsburgh. The COV passed all 32 Resolutions

and they have been incorporated into the Al Sunna which
is currently at the publishers and should be in the hands
of the Caravans by the end of September. All the revisions
are italicized for easier identification. Please take the
time to review the new document as some of the changes
will have an immediate impact on the Caravans. As a
reminder, all the Resolutions approved by the COV will be
brought to the floor next July at the Biannual Supreme
Divan Meeting for a vote of affirmation.
One of the significant changes is the changing of the
Official name of the Order from The International Order of
Alhambra to the Order of the Alhambra, Inc. This change
was mandated by the IRS as this is the Official name of the
Order per their records. What does this change mean to
the Caravans? Each Caravan needs to check their bylaws,
and may need to change them accordingly. Keep watch
on the Supreme website as I am currently working on an
updated suggested format for the Caravan bylaws that
will be a plug and play version to help provide uniformity
and ease of use. This will be up before the Thanksgiving
holiday. Once you have updated your bylaws you may
send them directly to me for review at gawalrath587@
gmail.com.
Looking forward to next summer and the Supreme Divan
meeting. All purposed Resolutions must be submitted to
and received by the home office prior to 21 April 2023 for
consideration. Prior to submission the Resolution(s) must
be reviewed by your Caravan’s Grand Commander and
should be reviewed by your Region’s Supreme Director.
As we get busy with all our fall activities, please remember
that prior to hosting event with our clients the Caravans
must have Liability Insurance. This is available through the
home office, or often the local Dioceses have policies that
can be purchased. Please check with your host locations
for more requirements, but always the policies must
include the Order of the Alhambra, Inc., your Caravan by
name, your members, and the host facility.
Laus Deo
George

SUPREME DIRECTORS
Supreme Director Chuck Brown Region IV
All of Region IV’s Caravans are in
full swing. We are still praying that
the hurricane season passes us by.
The new Alhambra membership
program has been presented to
all Caravans in Region IV, and the
recruiting process has begun.
During the month of August we
had an event at the ARC that could have been terrible.
On August 15 there was a fire at the ARC. One of our
precious clients noticed smoke, she
immediately investigated finding a
fire in the kitchen. She pulled the
fire alarm and called 911. The fire
department arrived shortly and
extinguished the fire. If not for her
immediate
action the ARC would have been
lost. The following week Muret
Caravan #68 hosted a luncheon
for her. The fire department
presented here with a certificate
for her bravery and courage and
the Mayor presented her with a
key to the city. We are very proud of her. Darro #29 held
a dance in August (Who let the Dogs out) and they are
preparing a dance for Halloween in October. Oran #67 is
hosting several pop up picnics, and visiting group homes
and held several yard sales.

Supreme Director Jim Sterley Region V
I hope everyone had a wonderful
summer. Abba Koval Caravan #200
of Lakewood, Ohio founded in 1970
has voted to disband. Abba Koval’s
final meeting and farewell party
is scheduled for September 15,
2022. The majority of Abba Koval’s
26 members have transferred to
Carmona Caravan #75 of Cleveland,
Ohio. This leaves one vibrant caravan in the Cleveland
area. Thanks to the members of Abba Koval for their
many years of fund raising and dedication to God’s
special children.
The Ohio Council of Caravans annual “Italian Festival” will
take place on September 21, 2022 at the LaVera Party
Center in Willoughby Hills, Ohio and hopefully will be a

great success. Thanks to all who are making this event
possible.
Congratulations to GC Colin Kunath and the members of
Al Kamel Caravan #10 of Cincinnati, Ohio for recruiting 6
new members. As one of the oldest caravans in our Order
it’s great to see it growing. Keep up the good work!
Finally, I would like to thank former Executive Secretary
Denise Blakely for her 15 years of service to the Order.
The afterhours and weekend phone calls to help our
members with questions and problems will be missed. I
am proud to call her a friend. Good luck to you in your
future endeavors.

Deputy Supreme Director John Vella Region VI
At the July Council of Viziers meeting, one of the most
significant changes in years was introduced. The
International spelled out the “New Membership Program.”
For me, I am pumped that there is new help in recruiting
material and aids, achievable goals and a path for Alhambra
to grow.
When SA George Walrath introduced the program at our
Region VI Council of Caravans meeting, it was obvious that
there was mixed emotion in the room about the program.
The Caravans that have been out recruiting on a consistent
basis were pretty much in favor with the program. Some
caravans were not as enthusiastic. My perspective is use
the help that IOA is giving us and go out and attempt to
recruit. Try something different like setting up coffee and
donuts with a recruiting table at a different parish. Use
your connections with the Knights of Columbus to speak at
one of their meetings about Alhambra’s hands on approach
and that we cherish our relationship with the Knights
Invite your home parish to participate in your next event for
the developmentally disabled.
One of our VGC’s said that the incentives offered by IOA
under this new program will not be the driving factor
behind the program success. He commented that what
will be the motivating factor is our passion for the Order
and our mission to put smiles on the faces of God’s Special
People!

Supreme Director Luis Martinez Jr. Region VII
Greetings from Region VII and
hoping that everyone is in good
Health. The Region held our
yearly meeting on August 19-21,
2022. Our Supreme Chaplain, Fr.
Martin Gillespie and his little buddy
“Little G” were also in attendance.
Other special guests where our
Supreme Commander Joe B. Cortinaz, Region IV Supreme
Director Chuck Brown. I was a little disappointed with the
participation of the Caravans in the Region VII as only four
of the eight Caravans were represented. Looking forward
to having better representation next year.
Our Vice Supreme Commander Cliff Dake has sent out
his guidelines for recruitment and have been sent to our
Caravans here in Texas for review and implementation.
I will be making trips to visit our Caravans and answer
any questions regarding these guidelines. All in all the
guidelines have been very well received.
Alamo Caravan is moving forward with plans to
memorialize Holy Redeemer Catholic Church here in San
Antonio. It was established in 1901 and at the time was
founded as a place for our black community to gather and
worship.
Region VII will continue to strive to perform our mission of
assisting our intellectually disabled people, memorializing
historical places and events, socialization and thus ensure
the growth of our Order of Alhambra.

Farwell to Denise
I have always been told when moving jobs or filling
positions that you can replace the person in a position,
but you cannot replace the personality. That is most
certainly true of our former Executive Secretary Denise
Blakely.
I am sure that most of you know that Denise decided to
parts ways from Alhambra. In true Denise form, she kept
her reason very close to her heart.
As I went thru the caravan positions, I knew Denise as the
cheerful voice on the other end of the telephone every
time I had a question. It did not matter what the subject
was, Denise knew the answer or would get back at me
very quickly. When I first meet Denise at the Cleveland
Convention, it was like seeing a high school friend that
I kept in touch with but never saw in person. Denise
was even more cheerful in person than she was over the
phone.
When I became the co-editor of the Alhambran, countless
hours of conversations happened as I got to know what
was involved in putting together the Alhambran magazine.
Once again, Denise was always cheerful, professional and
a great wealth of knowledge and expertise.
I certainly wish Denise the best in her personal life and
future professional endeavors. Denise, you are a class act
and a good friend of Alhambra!
Alhambran Editor John Vella

THE NEXT ALHAMBRAN QUARTERLY DEADLINE DUE DATE IS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6th
SEND IN ARTICLES AS YOU WANT THEM TO APPEAR IN THE PAPER
•		 Please submit the articles in MSWord format
•		 Please attach a couple pictures of your event(s)
•		 Please make sure that with any pictures that you have permission from the guardians / individuals to use their picture
•		 If you are submitting multiple articles for your caravan, please combine them into one MSWord document
•		Note that we are adjusting our deadline dates slightly. This will align the due dates with Caravan event dates such as
			 Christmas parties, end of school parties, …
Friday, January 6, 2023
Friday, April 7, 2023
Friday, July 28, 2023
Friday, October 6, 2023

Region II Alhamar Honors Immediate PGC Tom Keeney and Fr. James
On June 18 Alhamar #4 honored immediate past grand commander Thomas Keeney at The Cafe American Bistro
in Wilkes-Barre. Thomas served as GC from 2019-2021. Supreme Director RII and GC Francis Kennedy along with
grand advocate Raymond Kownacki presented Thomas Keeney with an Order of Alhambra jacket for his service as PGC.
We wish Thomas the best of luck as he makes new beginnings in Colorado. Also, that evening Fr. James McGahagan
was presented with an Order of Alhambra jacket for his 80th birthday and noted for his 28 years of service as chaplain
of Alhamar #4 and commemorating his 54 years of service as being a priest. Thank you both for all your work and
dedication to the caravan.

Region II Alhamar Celebrates 116 years and Fr. Jim’s Birthday
On June 15 Alhamar #4 celebrated at Norm’s Pizza & Eatery their 116th anniversary and Fr. James
McGahagan’s 80th birthday. The event treated its members to pizza and drinks. Cupcakes marked
the occasion for Fr. Jim’s birthday. Alhamar #4 was founded on June 9, 1906.

Region II Alhamar Founder’s Day Mass
Alhamar Caravan #4 of Wilkes-Barre recently celebrated their caravan’s 116th anniversary by
attending 10:30 a.m. mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Dupont followed by a banquet
at Petro’s Iron Skillet Restaurant. Fr. Thomas Petro, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
and assistant chaplain of Alhamar Caravan #4 and Fr. James McGahagan, chaplain of Alhamar
Caravan #4 concelebrated the mass. A cake noted the occasion. Alhamar Caravan #4 was
founded on June 9, 1906.
As a side note: Alhamar #4 was able to send an autistic 12 year old boy to the Jewish
Community Center’s special needs summer camp in Dallas, PA for 3 weeks. This was possible
thanks to the summer camp program sponsored by the Order of Alhambra which enables a
special needs child the opportunity who could not afford the cost on their own. Jack and his
mom were very appreciative of this grant.

Region II Alhamar Fundraiser
The Weekend of August 5-6 Alhamar #4 held a fundraiser and membership drive at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church, Dupont where Fr. Thomas Petro assistant chaplain of Alhamar #4 is
also pastor of this church. The caravan raffled off a basket of Mia Candles donated by GC
Francis Kennedy. Donations were also collected and 1 member filled out an application.
Thank you Fr. Petro for having Alhamar #4 have a stand at the annual church picnic. The
high visibility of the stand made people more educated about the good works of the Order
of Alhambra.

Region V Santiago 169
Santiago Caravan # 169 was chartered by PRD Richard Montalbano, Sr. It was a blizzard
in 1967 and two caravans from the Southside of Chicago still came to meet him and thus
the creation of Santiago # 169. They had him hook line and sinker. He was already a
Knights of Columbus 4th degree but seeing their steadfastness he chose the Alhambra
when an ultimatum arrived. He served under four Supreme Commanders. In 1979 for
the 75th Anniversary of the Order the caravan made a promise to deliver $75,000.00
with only $7,000.00 available in the accounts at the Red & White Fez Ball but delivered
same within 1 year the exact amount needed in addition to delivering to all 28 Shriner’s
Hospitals in the USA truckloads of toys and paintings for all to enjoy joining the Million
Dollar Club!
Santiago is also the only Caravan to have three (Past) Regional Directors in one family in
the Order’s history. Richard’s children were always present at all events. Rejuvenation
was key and so came PRD Mark Montalbano from who served under two Supreme
Commanders and his older brother as well PRD Rick Montalbano who also served under
two Supreme Commanders as well and now heads Touch My Heart, LLC with his wife,
Wendy. With the guidance of their father PRD Sir Richard KGCHS (Knight Grand Cross of
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher), both went off from 1993 to present host
Annual Picnics upwards of 1,200 special guests as well as annual galas where our special
guests upwards of 500 people attended in tuxedos and dressed to dance the night away!
We also had the honor of hosting Sir Tim Baley, (again out of our personal pockets)
the Grand Pianist from the former Hi Hopes! The same events which started at a
-$10,000.00 yet an amazing guardian angel always showed up to pick-up the difference!
Even in the darkest hours we have always been granted amazing Guardian Angels to step
in and help us in person or anonymously in financial treasure as they know this cause
is mightier than us all! It’s been an amazing ride and more than most can comprehend
but remember “You are never so tall as when one stoops to help one of God’s Special
People.” Our motto has always been we give 120% away of all proceeds because our
members have never taken a penny and we fill the extra 20% to make any event happen!
PRD Mark Montalbano, Santiago Caravan # 169

Region VI St Francis Camp
On August 19th, 2022 St. Francis Camp on the Lake finished another successful 10 weeks
of summer camp for our disabled children and adults who have come to know the
camp as their summer vacation. At St. Francis Camp on the Lake our biggest challenge is
employing qualified, passionate and caring counselors to care for our campers throughout
the summer. The responsibilities of a camp counselor can be very rewarding however it is
extremely tiresome at times especially for those counselors who take their commitment
to our summer camp program serious. Management begins the search for these qualified
counselors six months prior to the start of camp. We begin our search by contracting with
an agency that screens, interviews and promotes international camp counselors. This
summer we employed five international camp counselors. We had two counselors from
Turkey, two from Mexico and one from Zambia. The international counselors come to the
United States eager and excited to be in our country and equally excited to care for our
special campers.
One of the camp counselors from Turkey whose name is Furkan came to us just after finishing his college degree in
psychology. He was excited to apply what he had studied in his country in regards to caring for disabled children and
adults while he worked here at St. Francis Camp on the Lake. Furkan is twenty-three years old and this was his first time
visiting the United States of America. He wrote about his experience about coming to America and working at St Francis
Camp on the Lake this summer as a camp counselor.
“I cannot tell you the excitement I felt when I first came to the camp, I never imagined that I would come to a camp with
such opportunities in a completely different country. I never thought that I would meet such determined people and
work with these people caring for these special campers. When I first arrived, I received a warm welcome which helped
me adapt very quickly thanks to both my colleagues and the directors at the camp who helped me understand the
process and develop an understanding about the camp environment.
Our first week started with the orientation process. During our first week we were taught about what awaits us when
we meet our campers. We were given suggestions on what kind of methods we should use when caring for them and
learned about the weekly schedule we would follow with the campers. The fun part of orientation week was getting to
know my new friends, my fellow camp counselors and learning about their different cultures and languages.
I cannot lie to you, the first day campers arrived I was nervous, wondering if I would be able to do this job and would
my campers finish their camp happily. Each week the rush of nerves was always upon me until I saw my campers. The
happiness on their faces suddenly motivated me to learn about them and develop an understanding how to care for
them. Every camper was so glad to come to camp, some of them sharing that they have been coming to camp for
decades, some for a few years and others it was their first year. It was a huge help when our supervisors at the camp
placed their trust in me and reminded me that I have the desire and compassion to care for these special individuals. At
the first moment I met my campers, they would tell me so much about themselves. I was very impressed by the different
stories and unique personalities of each of them. Every day we did a variety of activities during our time together. Some
activities the campers had done before and some they were doing for their first time. I learned to helped the campers
expand their skills and encouraged them all to participate in all the activities that were offered throughout each day.
When the weekends would come it was my chance to have some fun and to explore the culture of this beautiful country
along with taking the opportunity to get some much-needed rest prior to the next group of campers arriving at camp on
Sunday afternoon.
I realized while working at this camp that each camper has different needs, interests, and experience a unique work all
of their own. Each camp counselor worked hard to make the campers colorful worlds even more colorful. Each week I
developed a strong bond for my campers and it was hard to see them leave. Some of the campers accepted us as part
of their family and some of them saw us as a new close friend they had just met. When the camper’s caregivers and/or
loved ones arrived to pick them up, I saw and felt the happiness their family and/or caregivers had for them as they were
reunited. Each week we made friends with our campers and they were sad to go because they did not know when we
would meet again. The experience I have had at St. Francis Camp on the Lake will accompany me throughout my life as
a beautiful memory. Taking this opportunity to be a camp counselor for the summer was the right decision in this new

life and my new career I am developing. I discovered new things about myself and in that process, I have made great
friendships with my fellow camp counselors, my supervisors and the campers I worked with over the past ten weeks here
at St. Francis Camp on the Lake. I would like to express my gratitude to all of my new friends who accompanied me on
this journey and I would like to express my gratitude towards Vicky (our Camp Director), Don (our Facility Director and
mentor), and or course the Order of Alhambra for making this summer such a great experience and wonderful memory.”

Region VI St Louis Guanella Working Thru Alhambra
Our number one goal as Catholics is to save souls and to bring ourselves and especially others to salvation. Many of us
do this thru Alhambra.
By the power of The Holy Spirit and God’s grace provides what many of the Alhambra brothers and sisters ask this
question? How did we do it? What made us so smart to accomplish these special needs task or that event?
We were asked to accomplish by joining Alhambra many good things with little or no means. Our Catholic Church,
Jesus’s theme said it all. Just come and follow me and do what is asked, my burden is light, trust in The Holy Spirit.
Then, somehow, somewhere the tender charity heart of others provides the ways and means for Alhambra (Saint Louis
Guanella’s) programs to succeed. We succeed, our success to bring joyful smiles of happiness to God’s special persons
when our Prayers, Rosery and Divine Mercy Chaplet gives us the grace to succeed. May we never put vanity before what
he has asked us to accomplish. As I say, “may we be worthy to serve in his name”.
If you are asking the, how do you do the tasks or events? We ask the charity or social service, can we help? This is what
we can do, can your program use Alhambra? Then go from there. Many of our members ask their social, family or
other organizational or business contacts to help. Many do help or donate to the event or task success. Everyone knows
who we serve can never repay the generosity that is provided. Their thanks is seeing the thankful smile of golden joy of
gratitude from God’s special persons that tender all hearts.
Tim Hill, Grand Commander, Saint Louis Guanella Caravan 274

Region VI Manresa “I will “Enhance” as many “Moments” as possible!”
It’s a quiet early Monday morning and I’m enjoying a nice cup of coffee as our 2022 Family Vacation on Crooked Lake
continues. It’s a perfect time to think about all the things that mean so much to me. Family and friends seem to take up
most of my thoughts as they should, but I never seem to stop thinking just a little about those we serve as members of
the Alhambra.
Wondering how their day begins, progresses, and finally completes can be a challenge for those of us that have no
firsthand experience or knowledge. Feeling sorry for their situation seems to be a natural response many have, including
myself at one time. But not now, I was told by a “Special Needs” Teacher that the world her students live is the only
world they know. They are okay with it because it is “their life.” Her suggestion to me was to simply treat them like
human beings. Treat them with respect, with love, and care for them. This RESPECT, LOVE and compassionate CARE is
understood and is so needed by those we serve.
I have personally accepted this reality and philosophy and strive to use it with my work and efforts as a member of the
Alhambra. I understand that each “MOMENT” I give to this “respect, love and care philosophy” results in an “ENHANCED
MOMENT” in a person’s life.
I look forward to returning from vacation with a renewed energy and commitment to continue “our work” for God’s
Special Ones! I look forward to the opportunity to serve one more hamburger at our next sponsored picnic, dance one
more dance on our upcoming river cruise, and simply share a smile and a hug with those who have “TAUGHT ME SO
MUCH”!
I send a special wish to all of you that you continue to find the energy and the willingness to continue the good work. Be
the one to “Enhance Lives” a MOMENT at a time!
Laus Deo,
John Michniak, VGC Manresa Caravan #217

Region VI Archdiocese of Detroit “Mission Expo”
On August 23, 2022, members of Region VI participated in the Mission Expo sponsored by
the Archdiocese of Detroit. The Order along with 65 other participants were involved to
educate the Christian Services Directors in the parishes in the Archdiocese. It was great
opportunity for us to introduce our organization to many who never heard of us and our
camp in Jerome Michigan. We made several contacts for opportunities to reach our parishes
and other agencies that work with God Special Friends across southeastern Michigan.

Region VI Galicia 77 Tribute to Four Members
2022 has been a mournful year for Galicia Caravan #77. We’ve lost four significant members this year who’ve had a
great impact on Galicia and Region VI. Years of service in the International Order of Alhambra total 197 years for the four
members.
PSD Ronald W. Kaczorowski passed away January 25, 2022 and was an Alhambran just shy of 46 years. Ron
was Past Supreme Director of Region VI and was passionate about Alhambra’s mission. Ron attended all the
activities and would ensure the neophytes were secluded and ‘instructed’ prior to the annual ceremonial.
He was also the chairman for the annual Feather Party Bingo for many years which raised tens of thousands
of dollars for the Caravan.
PGC Gerald E. Susalla (Jerry) passed away April 21, 2022. Jerry joined Alhambra in 1974 and was a member
for 48 years almost to the day. Jerry chaired and co-chaired many events including Sunday in the Park,
Galicia’s annual Charity Golf Outing for 30 years, and Galicia’s Reverse Raffle for many years. Jerry helped
raise thousands of dollars every year as a Sir Noble and eventually as Past Grand Commander.
PGC Henry Selasky was an Alhambran for over 53 years and passed away July 22, 2022. Henry was the
‘Father’ of the Moorish Band and as a band leader participated in more parades than anyone can count.
Henry’s passion to support the Order’s mission and God’s special children without fail continued without fail
right to the end. He set a terrific example for others to follow.
Past Chaplain and current Co-Chaplain Deacon Jerome J. Campernel (Jerry) went home to the
Lord August 8, 2022. Deacon Jerry presided over many of the Rosary’s for other Alhambra
members who had passed. Deacon Jerry was preparing to lead a rosary for another soul when
God suddenly decided to call him home. How fitting that he should pass at a funeral home
doing God’s work.
All our members will be truly missed, and the absence of their presence is a great loss.
GC Don Kaiser

Region VI Galicia 77 Donates to St Francis Camp and IOA Scholarship Fund
Galicia Caravan’s annual Charity Golf Outing fund raiser, chaired by PGC William Marchiori and
co-chaired by PGC Bob Steinberger, is Galicia #77’s largest annual fund raiser.
The golf outing was held June 15, 2022 at Devil’s Ridge Golf Club in Oxford, MI. This was the
31st annual golf outing, and once again was a great success. The honoree for the 2022 outing
was PSC Eddie Smith. The annual golf outing allows Galicia #77 to donate to multiple charities.
Galicia presented two checks at the monthly Region VI meeting on August 8, 2022 held at St.
John Neumann Catholic Church in Canton, MI (past Supreme Chaplain Fr. Paul Ballien’s home
parish).
GC Don Kaiser, Galicia #77 presented a $5,000 check to St. Francis Camp President/VSC Cliff
Dake. GC Don Kaiser also presented a $2,235 check to Supreme Grand Advocate George
Walrath for the International Order of Alhambra Scholarship Fund. Galicia #77 golf co-chair
PGC Bob Steinberger was part of the check presentations.

Region VI Galicia 77 Cass Community Social Services Donation
Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) of Detroit, MI has benefited over the years from Galicia Caravan #77 and
International Order of Alhambra Region VI. Galicia #77, and other Region VI Caravans, have supported CCSS over the
years with annual donations, equipment, and a Van to transport clients.
Recently, Grand Commander Don Kaiser was able to present a $5,000 check to CCSS-Kim Center on August 18, 2022
and met the staff and several clients. The activity center was closed in 2020CY due to Covid and re-opened in 2021 with
limited staff. Therefore, the number of clients the activity center can serve has been
reduced. The donation was used to take the clients on a day trip to the Detroit Zoo in
Royal Oak, MI and will be used toward several new items and resources for the activity
center.
Galicia Caravan’s annual Charity Golf Outing fund raiser, chaired by PGC William
Marchiori and co-chaired by PGC Bob Steinberger, is Galicia #77’s largest annual fund
raiser and allows Galicia to support CCSS and other charitable organizations.
The photo of the check presentation includes (L-R) Tonya Blackwell (staff supervisor),
Colleen Buchowski (program manager), GC Don Kaiser & Patti DeCarlo (retired activity
center director).

Region VI Galicia 77 Sponsors Kids on the Go
One of Galicia Caravan’s annual charity recipients is Kids On The Go, a pediatric non-profit program designed to provide
children with special needs (3-17 years) with physical, occupational, speech and recreational therapies both over the
summer months and during the school year. Kids On The Go, located in St. Clair Shores, MI was started 23 years ago as a
dream to help fill the educational gap of summertime months.
The mission of Kids On The Go is to recognize and facilitate the goals of children with special needs and to further
develop their current skills through therapeutic and wellness programs for the children and their families. Kids On The
Go provides a safe environment that will foster opportunities for growth, inclusion and provides valuable resources for
our community.
Grand Commander Don Kaiser, and Vice Grand Commander Carol Szuba, had the pleasure of meeting two of the four
‘campers’ sponsored on Thursday, August 4, 2022, at Kids On The Go Sponsor night, held in the grand ballroom of the
Assumption Cultural Center in St. Clair Shores, MI.
GC Don Kaiser

Region VII Baza Pizza Luncheon
Baza Caravan # 78 participated in the Annual Father Walsh’s Summer Camp for
God’s Special Children at St. John Paul the Second Catholic Church and School.
The caravan provided the pizza for lunch on June 10, 2022. This is a week long
event. In attendance were from left to right: Grand Commander Buck Shaw, PGC
Jim Trammell, Supreme Commander Joe B. Cortinaz, and PGC Ed Rotter.

Reg VII Alamo “Reaching Maximum Independence”
Members of Alamo Caravan 269 prepared lunch for the special needs organization
Reaching Maximum Independence (RMI). Among the members from left to right: Sir
Noble Al Rodriguez, Supreme Commander Joe B. Cortinaz and Sir Nobles Andy Cardona,
Rene F. Martinez, and potential new member Edward Rodriguez, and not in picture
Sir Nobles Hector Ortegon and Charles Grout were also in attendance to help serve
the RMI special needs children, adults and staff.

Region VII Alamo Autism Treatment Center
The Autism Treatment Center is so grateful for our relationship with the Order of the Alhambra Alamo Caravan #269. In
addition to providing financial support for our programs, members of the Alamo Caravan sponsor community outings for
our participants; do cookouts for the kids, adults, and staff at our facility; and collect Christmas presents for over 40 of
our group home residents every year. After so many years working together, you are not just a partner in our mission to
help people with autism, you are part of our ATC family.
Cynthia Hamilton
Development Director

Members of Alamo Caravan #269
From left to right: Supreme Commander Joe B. Cortinaz, SN Jim Inglett,
SN Rene F. Martinez and PSS Ken Boone.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS AND
OUR NEWEST CARAVAN ST JADWIGA TO THE ORDER
Thanks To Those Members Who Recruited Them

Name
SN Medric Smith Jr.
LN Celine LaTorre
SN Mark Kazmer
LN Karen Kazmer
SN Thomas Zasucha
Deacon Hector Salinas
SN Leo Villarreal
LN Josie Villarreal
LN Norma Hernandez
SN J. Alda Escobedo
LN Diana Nash
LN Gloria Cavazos
SN Philip Alvord
LN Mary Jo Hodge
SN Robert Skubic
SN Howard Delinck
LN Theresa Delinck
LN Joan Mayes
LN Kristine Butterworth
SN Steven Butterworth
SN Logan Butterworth
LN Chelsi Butterworth
SN Dylan Butterworth
SN Kyle Charbeneau
LN Carol Filiatraut
LN Mary Germain
SN Donald Germain
GS Diane Lazowski
SE Thomas Ruth
SN Gerald Schmidt
SN Frank Tomsich
VGC Darrell Wimbley
GC Amanda Wimbley

Caravan No

Caravan Name

68
77
77
77
77
78
91
91
91
91
91
91
72
72
72
274
274
274
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276
276

Muret
Galicia
Galicia
Galicia
Galicia
Baza
Alva
Alva
Alva
Alva
Alva
Alva
Manresa
Manresa
Manresa
St Louis Guanella
St. Louis Guanella
St. Louis Guanella
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga
Saint Jadwiga

Region
4
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6

Date
7/26/2022
7/20/2022
7/20/2022
7/20/2022
7/20/2022
7/18/2022
8/5/2022
8/5/2022
8/5/2022
8/5/2022
5/12/2022
5/12/2022
6/15/2022
6/15/2022
6/15/2022
8/18/2022
8/18/2022
8/18/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022
7/16/2022

Order of the Alhambra, Inc.
4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496

THINGS TO REMEMBER:
• Election Forms due not later than November 5th
• A June packet will be sent out towards the end of June. This consists of rosters, election forms, dues notices, etc.
Pay attention to due dates and please keep your caravan up to date with addresses, phone numbers and emails.
• IRS requirement – All U.S. caravans are to send a copy of your most recent 990’s tax forms each year to the
Secretariat in addition to having them filed regardless of income, to the IRS by November 15th of each year.
• Anyone needing an Insurance Certificate of Coverage, the application form has been sent to the GC’s
• Any caravan interested in renewing their D&O Insurance or interested in participating may contact the Secretariat.

Convention July-2023

Start saving for our 60th biennial convention that will be held in 2023.
We would love to see every caravan and member there
We will be holding the convention at the:
Doubletree by Hilton Pittsburgh Green Tree
500 Mansfield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205
Friday, July 21, 2023 to Wednesday, July 26, 2023
The actual convention will be Sunday - Tuesday. July 23 – 25
Thank you to all members for their hard work and dedication to the Order of Alhambra.
Make a plan for your caravan to recruit new members so that your caravan
will serve God’s special friends for another 117 years!!!!

