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ALHAMBRA GENERAL FUND RAFFLE TICKETS
Everyone has the opportunity to make a difference in our Order by selling or purchasing the raffle tickets you have received. If you did not receive the packets
of tickets you need to immediately contact Home Office and ask for a couple of packets to be sent. Denise has plenty of tickets there and will be more than
happy to get them into your hands. Remember that the deadline to get them in for the drawing is June 10th so make sure that you get your sold ticket stubs
with your check in on time. Just think, you could end up on a cruise to the Caribbean enjoying the warmth and hospitality or putting a few dollars in your
bank account. Remember that you can’t win unless you buy a ticket. The bottom line is that by selling or purchasing the tickets you have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have helped keep per capita down for everyone.

Highlighted Caravan - Diego Caravan #255
A NIGHT TO SHINE
Most people who are interested in sports have heard of a young man named Tim Tebow. He is a very exceptional Christian young man.
Diego Caravan #255 had the privilege of working on a project called “A Night To Shine”
It was a night where our Special Friends were invited to experience a Prom night as all high school students are. It was complete with limo rides, corsages, a red carpet,
professional photo ops, dancing and wonderful foods. We had 152 of our Special Friends and each was paired with a “Buddy”. With all the other volunteers there were
about 500 people involved, it was a massive undertaking. It was one of the greatest nights I have experienced as an Alhambran. This event took place at the Englewood
United Methodist Church who invited us to participate. The complete evening was paid for by the Tim Tebow Foundation. We will include some photos of a few of our
Special Friends who attended the event. This is the type of project Diego Caravan has always been involved in and something more caravans should try to be involved
in. It could be the incentive to bringing in some members. If you have any questions contact VSD Marvin Peschel, Diego Caravan #255.
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Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

Our Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

From the Desk of the
Supreme Commander

by SC Eddie Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
at esmith5@twmi.rr.com

by Rev. Father Paul Ballien
Father Paul can be reached by e-mail
at pballien@yahoo.com

If someone were to walk up to you and ask you, ‘What is the Eucharist?’ What would you tell him?
Or if someone were to ask you, ‘Why is it so important for you to go to Mass?’ What would you say?
Seeing as how the Sunday on Memorial Weekend is Corpus Christi Sunday, this is a good time to
ask ourselves these very questions, because if we never remind ourselves about what it is that we are
doing, it can eventually escape us as to why we do these things.
Obviously, the Mass must have some kind of significance, but what? Well, let me ask you this: What
is the greatest event to have ever happened in the history of the world? What event has affected every
human being and brought the possibility of salvation and liberation to all of mankind? That event
that I am referring to of course is the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When Jesus
did this, he saved us from sin and death, making it possible for all of us to enter into God’s kingdom
for all eternity. When Jesus did this, he redeemed us so that we can have a share in God’s divine life,
so that we could be his adopted sons and daughters for all of eternity. This is the central core event of
our faith because this is the event that brought us salvation; this is the event that was God’s ultimate
act of love for us. This is the most important event to have ever have happened in human history, no
matter if people realize it or not.
Now knowing this, wouldn’t it be great if we could somehow make that event, that self-sacrificing
love present and tangible to us? Well, when we come to Mass this is literally what we do. In fact, in
Saint Pope John Paul II’s encyclical on the Eucharist, he tells us that,
“When the Church celebrates the Eucharist, the memorial of her Lord’s death and resurrection, this
central event of salvation becomes really present and the work of our redemption is carried out. This
sacrifice is so decisive for the salvation of the human race that Jesus Christ offered it and returned
to the Father only after he had left us a means of sharing in it as if we had been present there. The
sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice.”
So when we come to Mass, we participate in the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We participate in God’s ultimate act of love for us. Therefore, when we are at Mass, it is a sign of
our desire to engage in the love that God is pouring out for us. It is a sign that we wish to accept
God’s offer of being a part of His family. When we receive the Eucharist, which is the Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, it is a sign that we truly wish to have Jesus and his sacrificial love
inside of us. And when you stop to think about it, it’s even more than that. When we consume food,
we digest it and it becomes a part of us. And so when we consume the Eucharist, we become a part
of Jesus. When we receive the Eucharist, it is a sign that we are accepting God’s loving offer to make
ourselves a part of Him.
When it comes down to it, if God is the one for whom we really hunger for in our lives, then this is
the treasure that we long for. If we don’t understand the immense importance of the Mass and what
the Eucharist is, then we just do not understand our faith. Hopefully then, if somebody were to ask us,
why do you go to Mass, or why is the Eucharist so important, we can honestly answer convincingly
with the truths of our faith, that in the Mass and the Eucharist is the cornerstone of our salvation and
relationship with God.
God Bless,
Fr. Paul Ballien
Supreme Chaplain

Proactive behavior involves acting in advance of a future situation, rather than just reacting. It
means taking control and making things happen rather than just adjusting to a situation or waiting
for something to happen. We need to start taking control of our future.
As we go through life, we all have to react to life’s challenges as they come up. Alhambra is no
different. We have to deal with the day to day operation (react) and look to the future (proact). I’m
not going to lie to you sometimes it can be tough job. At every level of our organization, we have
to be proactive and plan ahead, this is the future. Learn from our failures and capitalize on our
successes.
As we can all see over the last couple of years that we have lost members. We hear it and read
about it. But, how come we don’t hear about the new members and yes we have new members. Is
it because that number is not as big as the members we lost. And we need to change that.
These new members join for the same reason you and I have. To be part of an organization that
does great things for God’s Special People. They are the future of the Order. They bring with them
new ideas and energy; they are the future of the Order. We need to embrace the new ideas; they
are the future of the Order. We need to empower them; they are the future of the Order. We need
to trust them and their ideas; they are the future of the Order. We need to thank them; they are the
future of the Order. Here is to the new members, thank you and Al Salaam; you are the future of
the Order.
I hear about it all the time, we can’t get new members. I say; when and how did you try? The first
place is your church. You have a captive audience. The parish members have the same believes
we do, God and charity. What a perfect match. Some caravans do a great job recruiting but why
don’t the others? It comes down to one thing, Motivation.
What exactly is Motivation? Motivation is a feeling. It’s a compelling desire to achieve a goal,
large or small. Sadly, motivation is easily lost. We run out of ‘ooomph’. All those wonderful
feelings of inspiration and excited expectation disappear. Motivation is the fuel that enables you
to reach your Goal. You need fuel!
Perhaps you want to lose 20 lbs in weight. You know what to do, the actions to take and at first you
do very well. You eat the right foods, do a little exercise. But gradually your fuel runs out. Progress
slows. The weight loss is minimal. And you stop, wishing you’d never started.
Why did you lose your motivation? Is it because you didn’t have enough in the first place? Your
goals were unrealistic. Is it because you aren’t sure enough that you want to do this? Or, you begin
to believe the ‘doom and gloom’ merchants? Or, is it something very new and a bit scary?
How can we find our motivation again?
Start all over again, possibly with the same long term goal but with many short term goals along
the way. Instead of losing 20 lbs all at once, try 5 lbs four times. With each short term goal reached,
you’ll feel that longed for sense of achievement and motivation returns.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Set an achievable, realistic goal.
Prepare as well as you can.
Find support from positive people (this is a key point).
Be prepared to ask for help if you’re stuck.
Set-backs are not fatal; you can come back stronger and more determined
Go slowly. There’s no instant success.
Take a break when things get tough. You’ll come back all fired up!
Set yourself up for success.

Proactive Behavior + Motivation = Success

God Bless
Edward Smith
Supreme Commander
International Order of Alhambra
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In My Own Words.....
from the Vice-Supreme
Commander

by VSC Michael Stakem
Mike can be reached by e-mail
at damvet@atlanticbb.net

As always, I would like to extend to our Sir Nobles, Lady Nobles and Sultanas my best wishes. In
my prayers I ask that you remain mentally and physically strong and committed to the purposes of
the Order of Alhambra.
Membership in the Order of Alhambra will always remain a priority and a body of work in process.
Like our members who raised their hands and pledged themselves to the purposes of the Order
and dedicated themselves to the work and charitable acts of our caravans, there are other Catholic
men and women in our parishes, in our everyday activities and in our lives who have the same
compassionate heart as we do who also believe that God has instilled in them the drive to help the
less fortunate. Now the hard work begins and that is for ALL of us as members to go out and identify
these giving people. We need to impress upon these potential new members that not only are we
a very social and fun organization but the work of the Order has something to give to them which
will enrich their lives. These individuals who we might not even know are the ones that can thrust
the Order into the future, be more charitable and accomplish and provide better opportunities for the
intellectually disabled than we can imagine.
Presently, there are two ways to lower the per capita charged to the caravans for the operation expenses
of the Order. One is to bring in new members and the second is to sell or purchase the raffle tickets
which you should have received. This year’s General Fund Raffle has nine very attractive prizes and
the cost of each ticket is only five dollars. I’m asking all our members to put forth an extra effort
in recruiting new members and to please sell or purchase the raffle tickets mailed to each member.
I am excited to announce that the International Order of Alhambra will hold its 57th Biennial
Convention in Cleveland, Ohio on July 31, August 1 and 2, 2017. The headquarters for our convention
will be the Holiday Inn located in Independence, Ohio. The committee is very pleased with this
location because it is much more affordable than in downtown Cleveland but only a short commute
to all tourist attractions that Cleveland has to offer. Please plan ahead and mark your calendars to join
in this wonderful Alhambra event. The Council of Viziers is planning to hold their annual meeting
in July of 2016 in this same hotel. There will be much more information to follow regarding the
Convention.
“May your troubles be less and your blessing be more and nothing but happiness come through your
door”

MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS BEGINS WITH THE NEXT NEW MEMBER

2016 Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the 2016 Scholarship Recipients. They each shared in an award of $10,000 from
the Order of Alhambra. Thank you to our scholarship committee, Supreme Commanders, Grand
Commanders and members who assisted us in making this happen.
NAME			REGION		SUPREME DIRECTOR
Erica M. Joseph		

II			

Patrick Umbra

Erin Cornette-Saxon

IV			

Robert “Coach Bob” Stevens

Ellen E Cook		
Sara Elizabeth Johnson

V			
V			

J. R. Black
J. R. Black

Brooke A Pelachyk		
Taylor A. Windhester
Leah McQuone		
Mary LaPierre		

VI			
VI			
VI			
VI			

Cliff Dake
Cliff Dake
Cliff Dake
Cliff Dake

Danielle A. Limon		
Frances C. Aldaco		
Gabriela A. Calderon
Brenda Porteous		
Alicia Trevino		
Elizabeth J. Lozano		
Sarah G. Paseur		

VII			
VII			
VII			
VII			
VII			
VII			
VII			

Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz
Joe B. Cortinaz

Camille Fronteddeu		

IX			

Paul Courville

57TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION-2017
Please plan ahead and mark your calendars to join us for The Order of Alhambra’s 57th Biennial
Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, Sunday, July 30, 2017, Monday July 31, 2017 and Tuesday,
August 1, 2017. Home for the convention will be, Holiday Inn Cleveland South, Independence,
Ohio, conveniently located outside the City of Cleveland. Room rates are $95 per night. Holiday
Inn offers free parking. Please mark your calendars to join us. A great time has been planned.
Many attractions, shopping, restaurants, casinos and so much more are in the local area. All
are welcome. Please have your caravan mark these dates and start planning ahead to join us in
Ohio. Let’s make this convention like none other. Further information will follow in the upcoming
editions of The Alhambran.

“Unity is Strength”
It is said that “United we stand, divided we fall”.
Man is free but still he has to depend on others. One man cannot produce everything. He produces
one thing and thousands of people produce other things for him. A teacher does teaching work. But
who produces food and cloth and other things for him? It is an age of unity and cooperation. One
cannot live without the help of others. Therefore, all men and women must work together. If they
do not, every member of the society will become weak and poor. So, unity gives strength to every
member of the society.
No home can be strong, happy and peaceful without unity. What will happen if everybody goes his
own way? The family will break into pieces. One will not care for the other. They will not help
each other in need. A divided house cannot face an enemy.
A society, too, cannot do without unity. Man is a social animal. He helps others, and others help
him in turn. He has to depend upon his friends and neighbors. If they are united, the society will
be strong. Even birds and animals show a wonderful sense of unity. Ants are very small. But when
they unite, they form a strong army. You cannot break a bundle of sticks. But how easily you break
them one by one!
Alhambra and its members need to be united. Not only just within its caravan, but within the
region and the overall organization. Unity is strength. When there is teamwork and collaboration,
wonderful things can be achieved. There is more power in unity than division.
“We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as we are divided.”
-J.K. Rowling
Diego Caravan #255 Grand Commander Plaque
On April 22 the GC Richard Cyrgalis of Diego Caravan #255 received a plaque from the owner
of Community Resource Network of Florida, Inc in recognition of the great work done by the
Caravan throughout the years. The owner later that evening joined the Alhambra along with another
gentleman in the audience.
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Membership Matters
Our success in increasing membership is
preceded by our own work ethic. Our growth in
the Order of Alhambra creates a continuance in
the work we do for God and His Special People.
Michael Stakem
Vice Supreme Commander

Membership success begins with the next new member

THOUGHTS FROM THE MASTER OF THE OASIS OF DIEGO CARAVAN
I joined the Order of Alhambra in 1981 while I was attending the University at Buffalo. Previously, I had joined the local Kenmore, NY Council of the Knights of Columbus and had developed friendships
with many of the men who were Sir Nobles in the Cordova #26 Caravan. My first introduction was the Cantelician Center Picnic for God’s Special Children. It was a hot (for Buffalo) June day and
volunteers were sought to act as guides for pony rides. Volunteers for the job were scarce, so the job was mine for the taking….. All day long. When the picnic began to wind down in the midafternoon,
I was approached by several of the Cordova Caravan members, who then suggested membership in the Order. From that day forward I was inspired to become a Sir Noble. My first year was spent as a
neophyte, and in my second year I was given the opportunity to “run across the hot sands” and become a member of the Order.
Due to employment, the scenery changed several years ago to South Florida, however, my appreciation and the calling for our Order followed. I reached out to our Supreme Director, Marvin Peschel,
about the possibility of joining Diego Caravan #255 in Englewood. A great friendship was quickly formed with Marvin and his wife, PGC Carol, as well as the rest of Caravan. We all look forward
to participating in our monthly Caravan meetings, where we have the privilege of hosting our Special Friends. We also organize and host a variety of picnics and dinner dance events geared to provide
a welcoming social atmosphere for these Special Sir and Lady Nobles. Through participation in our Canister Drives, we not only raise much need monies for our local group homes, but also have the
chance to share the message of the Order of Alhambra. That message is “hope”. Through education and positive reinforcement, we hope that our Special Friends may be embraced throughout our
community as they are within our Caravan.
While the particulars of the ceremonials may have evolved over time, the tremendous passion with which our Catholic Fraternity approaches the support and preservation of the dignity for our friends
with developmental disabilities has not changed. Through social media, we are exposed to a variety of opinionated script, some of which, like Pro-Life pages, are positive and supportive of our cause.
What better way to embrace and display our teachings and faith than by growing and nurturing the Caravans in our Order. Now is the time for us to take a stand and profess our beliefs and support for
Persons with Developmental Disabilities. As I look forward to the upcoming fraternal year as Grand Commander, the Diego Caravan will focus on the promotion of our Order, the enrichment of our
Caravan’s membership, and a position of strength in the SW Florida Community as a leader in the championing of the acceptance and rights of our Special Friends. It is an honor and a privilege to serve
Diego Caravan and The Order of Alhambra. Al Salaam!
John Rebescher
MASTER OF THE OASIS
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The Editor’s Pen

COUNCIL OF VIZIERS
2015 – 2017
SUPREME PONTIFF
His Holiness Pope Francis I
ECCLESIASTICAL PROTECTOR
His Eminence Cardinal Adam Maida
1234 Washington Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48226-1800
(B) 313-237-5816 (F) 313-237-4642
SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Reverend Father Paul K. Ballien
Pastor, St. Linus
6466 N. Evangeline St.
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127-2652
(B) 313-949-2058
(e-mail) pballien@yahoo.com
Executive Committee
SUPREME COMMANDER
Edward J. Smith - Sultana Kathleen
35024 Bunker Hill Dr.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331-3238
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
(e-mail) esmith5@twmi.rr.com
VICE SUPREME COMMANDER
Michael Stakem - Sultana Diane
828 Camden Ave
Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
(e-mail) damvet@atlanticbb.net
SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
Gilles Bénard-Sultana Fernande St-Pierre
346 West Acres Cr.
Dollard Des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1 Canada
(H) 514-626-1627 (C) 514-550-6467
(e-mail) g.benard1@videotron.ca
SUPREME SCRIBE
Ryan J. Mullen
3636 16th St. NW, Apt A743
Washington, DC 20010-1146
(C) 202-494-2221
(e-mail) 17mullen@gmail.com
SUPREME ADVOCATE
Edward A. Fiorella-Sultana Sandy
9480 Bayfront Drive
Norfolk, VA 23518-6308
(H) 757-362-9225 (C) 757-288-6615
(e-mail) ed.fiorella@cox.net
SUPREME DIRECTORS
REGION I – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Thomas Wall –Sultana Sue
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
(e-mail) grizzwall1@aol.com
REGION II – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(NJ, NY, PA)
Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St., Apt 1017
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
(H) 570-822-3597
(e-mail) patrick_umbra@yahoo.com
REGION III – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Steven Kunath
4651 Carisbrooke Lane
Fairfax, VA 22030-6117
(H) 540-327-0302
(e-mail) skunath@gmail.com
REGION IV – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Robert “Coach Bob” Stevens - Sultana Sharon
3716 N. Woodlawn Ave
Metairie, LA 70006-2834
(H) 504-454-3421
(e-mail) coachbob03@hotmail.com

REGION V – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(IL, KY, OH, IN, IA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
J. R. Black, -Sultana Barbara
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
(e-mail) jrbbab39@msn.com
REGION VI – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Cliff Dake - Sultana Sheila
27123 Barra
Novi, MI 48377-3775
(H) 248-860-0046
(e-mail) cliffdake@gmail.com
REGION VII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(TX, CO, MT, NM. OK, WY)
Joe B. Cortinaz - Sultana Gloria
950 CR 770
Natalia,TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
(e-mail) joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
REGION VIII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Chris Braun - Sultana Joyce
26559 Farrell Street
Menifie, CA 92586-2064
(H) 951-659-2706
(e-mail) cbraun18@gmail.com
REGION IX – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(QU, MARITIME PROVINCES)
Paul Courville - Sultana Huguette
3950 Natalie
Laval, QC H7P 1N3
Canada
(H) 450-628-6587
(e-mail) paul.courville@bell.net
REGION X – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(ON, WESTERN PROVINCES)
Gerald Forster - Sultana Shelly
9982 Port Franks Estates Dr.
Port Franks, ON N0M 2L0
Canada
(H) 519-243-1613
(e-mail) gforster@execulink.com
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Roger J. Reid, PSC - Sultana Agnes
403 Ketch Way
Nokomis, FL 34275-2538
(H) 941-486-0949 (C) 410-227-4545 (F) 941-486-8833
(e-mail) reid003@verizon.net

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
Well another issue is finally put to bed. It has been a struggle this time because I have been
juggling my time between work, Alhambra and caring for my mother. I had to move to her
house 2 months ago because she fell and broke her arm. Her doctor said that he will not let
her live alone anymore because she is prone to losing her balance and is afraid that she may
fall one time and end up killing herself. I was very lucky that my work can be done from
here and I don’t have to be at home.
I am truly sorry that I didn’t get this out until now but you may understand why. Also I
ended up shorting this issue because I didn’t have enough from the Caravans to fill up our
normal size journal. Please make sure that your Caravan is recording all the good work that
you do for God’s Special People and that it gets sent to me so that I will have to expand the
paper instead of shrinking it.
As you can see our Caravan of the issue is Diego Caravan #255 out of Florida. They are
one very active Caravan and do loads of work for our clients. They are to be commended
for everything that they do. The front page article is something to behold, I have been to
one Prom put on by a Corporation that owns numerous Group Homes in Michigan and
it is one of the most wonderful things that can be done for God’s Special People. The
Developmentally Disabled Persons who attend one of these come away with the biggest
smiles I have ever seen. Congratulations go out to Diego Caravan along with Tim Tebow for
sponsoring this event in Florida.
All Supreme Directors will be provided 10 extra copies starting with this issue so they can
hand them out as advertising. Please make sure that you ask your Supreme Director if you
have a location that you would like to pass on an extra copy.
I would be amiss if I didn’t mention the General Fund Raffle. It is one of the most important
things that our members can do so that our per capita is kept at a low amount. If every
member bought one book of tickets you would not believe the impact on the budget and
per capita. This go around would only cost you $50, less than a cup of coffee per week for
the year. Please do everything you can to get these sold. It is a little bit of effort with huge
rewards.
I will close with the fact that I am so proud to be associated with the members of The
Alhambra. The work that is done throughout the US and Canada makes our organization
one of the best organizations in existence. The very first time I did something with the Order
I could tell that we are very unique. And as I meet up with members in other Caravans they
are the most friendly and fraternal people that one could ever be friends with. And, being
as I have been involved with St. Francis Camp in Michigan, I get so much happiness seeing
what we do for our clients. It is rewarding to me to be associated with others and causes
pride to swell up in me. Not only are all members hard working individuals but also the
most friendly bunch of guys and gals around. Thank you for giving me the chance to do
what I am able to do for all of you.
God Bless each and every one of you.
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NEW MEMBERS
Darro Caravan #29

El Cid Caravan #106

Alamo Caravan #269

Salvador D’Antoni
Dwight E. Snider

Patricio Hernandez
Cesar Riojas
Kennedy Salinas
Crisanto Salinas
Jose Vazquez
Mario Vazquez Aguilar

Charles Banks
David Contreras
Roberto Pena
John Ward

Braga Caravan #114

Katie Medeiros
Sam Medeiros

Padul Caravan #69
David Boslego
Stephen (Steve) Weatherman

Wamba Caravan #89
Bryan Appel
Jeffrey Brode
Christopher Himmler
Dennis McGann

El Camino Caravan #270

Marcia Kuypers
William Kuypers
Mary LaBeau
Garcia Caravan #230
Louis Trudell

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
Necrology
Bejar Caravan #56

Wamba Caravan #89

Santiago Caravan #169

Diego Caravan #265

PGC Dennis B. Ullrich

SN Tyler Steiner
George Steiner

SN Joachim G. Mastruzzo

CHAP Joseph L. Hart

Oran Caravan #56
PGC Rhett R. Maynard

Garcia Caravan #230
PGC Henry Chouinard

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
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Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed quarterly to the officers and members of the International
Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. May - July 2016
3. Published quarterly (Feb, May, Aug, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
5. Volume 60, No. 2

OCEAN CITY ALHAMBRA GET TOGETHER

This is a form that you can duplicate and use for your Caravan to recruit, advertise and request
donations. This form is also available on the Order’s Website under the members only section.

DATE: THURSDAY OCTOBER 6TH, 2016 - SUNDAY OCTOBER
9TH, 2016
PLACE: OCEAN CITY MARYLAND, HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL,
ON THE BEACH 1-888-465-3451 (TOLL FREE) ASK FOR PAT AMBLER OR HER ASSISTANT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PSC ED FIORELLA 757362-9225
BECAUSE OF ALL THE EVENTS HAPPENING IN OCEAN CITY YOU
NEED TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,
STARTING ON NOVEMBER 1, 2015 THE ROOMS FILL UP FAST
WAMBA HAS AGAIN AGREED TO HOST THE HOSPITALITY ROOM AS
THEY HAVE IN THE PAST - AS ALWAYS THANKS WAMBA FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT
VISIT OCEAN CITY DOWNS CASINO ONLY 10 MINUTES FROM THE
HOTEL
PADUL WILL AGAIN SPONSOR THE HORSE RACING IN THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM
THE BOARDWALK WILL AGAIN FEATURE THE ENDLESS CRUISIN.
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY OVER 2,000 RODS, CUSTOM CARS,
CLASSICS, TRICK TRUCKS, PLUS THE PARADES WHICH TAKE PLACE
DURING THE WEEK-END
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY THE WEEKEND EVEN IF THE WEATHER
IS BAD - IT JUST A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL- REMEMBERING ALL
THE GOOD TIMES WE HAVE HAD IN THE PAST
DUE TO THE LOSS OF OUR GREAT FRIEND AND CHAPLAIN FR. “K”
THERE IS A 5:15 PM MASS AT ST. MARY’S STAR OF THE SEA

WHAT IS THE ORDER OF ALHAMBRA?
The International Order of Alhambra is a fraternal organization of Catholic men and
women (age 18 years and older) dedicated to assisting persons that are intellectually/
developmentally disabled.
THE ORDER’S MISSION IS TO:
Promote fraternalism and sociability among its members and their families.
Identify, mark, preserve, and commemorate Catholic historical places, events and persons of
international importance;
THE ORDER’S VISION IS TO:
Focus its primary efforts on providing assistance to persons intellectually disabled through its
charitable programs and projects. It perpetuates Catholic heritage through its Historical Memorials
program, an initial purpose and goal of the Order. And, the Order places emphasis on fraternalism
and sociability to provide a cohesive force of human and financial resources to achieve its purposes.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP OR RECEIVING MORE INFORMATION?
If you are interested in receiving more information regarding the Order of Alhambra and/or its
possible membership, please contact:
(Name and phone number and or e-mail should be placed here.)
If no answer, please leave a message and someone will return your call.
You may also contact our Headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland at: 410-242-0660 or go online to:
www.orderalhambra.org to view our Headquarters’ website.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INTERESTED IN DONATING TO THE ORDER OF ALHAMBRA?
If you would like to donate to the Order of Alhambra, you may send a check or money order only,
written out to:
“Order of Alhambra” and mailed to:
(Name and phone number and or e-mail of your caravan can be placed here.)
Or you may mail a check or money order directly to our Headquarters at:
Order of Alhambra Headquarters, 4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
Credit card donations are accepted on our Headquarters’ website: www.orderalhambra.org
The great thing about donating to the Order of Alhambra is no one will ever contact you. Although
we would love your continued support, you donate when you want. All funds received go directly
in supporting the Order. Thank you!

Deadlines for the next three issues are
Issue Date
August/October
November/January
February/April

Deadline Date
July 20
October 20
January 20

Press Date
August 1
November 1
February 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail and let me know what format you would like to use and I will let you know if I can handle
that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent as attachments to the e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell me what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should know about.
Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one. You may discover
something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of the membership. Remember that this publication is only as good as you can make it.
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ORDER OF ALHAMBRA CARAVAN INFORMATION PAGE
CARAVAN INSURANCE COVERAGE
As many of you have heard in the recent past, the Order of Alhambra has changed the insurance
company that covers all of our insurance needs. As a result of this there is a new method of
requesting coverage for your Caravan functions. To request a Certificate of Coverage for any of
your events please follow the instructions below:
E-mail to service@mcdole.com (Preferred Method);
Fax McDole Edge Corporation at 1-410-982-0060; or
Call McDole Edge Corporation at 1-800-774-6671.
When requesting coverage include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 10, 2016 - NEW FEZ PRICE LIST
FZ401 		
FZ400		
FZ400D		
FZ400DS		

Silk (Rayon) Fez
Single Jewel Fez
Double Jeweled Fez
Double Jeweled Special Fez

$110.00
$162.00
$215.00
$250.00

SS-3004-NE
SS-3004-LJ		
SS-3004-LR
FD-856		
FD-843		

Embroidered Name in Fez
Jeweled Letters
Rayon Letters
Stabilizer -Fez
FEZ CASE

$6.50
$4.40
$0.50
$6.50
$41.00

SS-FREIGHT
Shipping (All Fezzes) 1 EACH
$17.00
Add $3 for each additional Fez ordered
Additional shipping required for stabilizer and fez cases. Please call the office for pricing.

Name and Number of the Caravan
Name of the Event
Date of the Event
Host names

There may be other information required, be ready to provide it when asked.

FD-TASSELS			ALL COLOR TASSELS		$12.00
SS-LIFECARD			LIFE CARDS			$10.00

CURRENT ALHAMBRA FUND RAISING PROGRAMS
ALHAMBRA DONATIONS
There are numerous ways that you can make a donation to the Order of Alhambra. Listed below are
some of the means to make a donation:
1 - Helping Hand Pin - $100
2 - Helping Hand Charm 10K Gold - $150
3 - Helping Hand Tie Tack - $100
4 - Scallop Shell Pin - $100
5 - Scallop Shell Charm - $100
6 - Scallop Shell Tie Tack - $100
7 - Memorial Plaque - $150
8 - Appreciation Plaque - $150
9 - Plaque - $100
10 - 365 Club
11 - Canister
12 - Charity Contribution
13 - General Contribution
14 - Research Contribution
15 - Scholarship Contribution
16 - St. Francis Fez Pin - $100
17 - St. Francis Pendant - $100
18 - St. Francis Gold Pendant - $150
All donations go to the Charity Fund except the St. Francis items. Those can be donated to the
Charity Fund or the General Fund. You designate which fund is to receive the monies when you
order them. For items 10 through 15 you decide how much you wish to donate.
The form to order or donate is located on the Order’s Website. Click on members then scroll down
to the Contributions Form and click. Fill this form out and mail to home office with your check. If
you don’t have access to the website call home office and Denise will mail you a form.

DONATIONS RECEIVED
Barcelona Caravan #143		

10 % Donation

BEN ZIRI CARAVAN # 218		

365 Club Donation

$100 Donation-St Francis Cross Pin- Dennis Dopke-Denia Caravan #196
				James V. Sterley-Carmona Caravan #75
				Michael Tarantino-Darro Caravan #29
$100 Donation-Helping Hand Fez Pin Alejandro C. Gomez-Alamo Caravan #269

CONGRATULATIONS
Joseph J. Pikaitis-Alhamar Caravan #4-Life Membership

990 TAX FILING IS MANDATORY
IT IS MANDATORY THAT EACH UNITED STATES CARAVAN SUBMIT A 990 TAX
FORM TO THE IRS EACH YEAR TO MAINTAIN THEIR EIN NUMBER AS A NOT FOR
PROFIT CHARITY STATUS. EVEN IF YOUR CARAVAN DOES NOT GENERATE ANY
INCOME, A 990 E POST CARD MUST BE FILED. FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT
IN THE IRS REVOKING YOUR EIN TAX STATUS. PLEASE SEND A COPY OF YOUR
990 PAPERWORK TO THE SECRETARIAT. ANY CARAVAN DISBANDING MUST CLOSE
OUT THEIR EIN WITH THE IRS.
**CANADIAN CARAVANS ARE HANDLED DIFFERENTLY AND DO NOT NEED TO
FILE A 990**

RAFFLE TICKET ANNOUNCEMENT
Hello Everyone,
As you know, I have been emphasizing the great importance of selling raffle tickets. We need
everyone’s support as well as the support of each Grand Commander to make this raffle a success.
As an incentive, please see the message below from our Supreme Chamberlain, Gilles Benard,
regarding the 2016 raffle:
Further to the meeting held by the members of the Raffle Committee I am pleased to advise that
they have approved for each ticket sold a 5% commission to be paid to the Caravan of the selling
member.
We hope that this incentive will generate more sales and will more than offset its cost.
Also the top 3 sellers will receive an award.
1st best seller: $300.00
2nd best seller: $150.00
3rd best seller: $ 50.00
Thank you for your support and for understanding the important need of the Order. All ticket
stubs must be returned by June 10, 2016. The drawing will be held, June 29, 2016
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Regional News
		

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St., Apt 1017
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com

Abd Er Rahman # 1 Brooklyn, NY
Edwin Arriaga Eminent Grand Commander
n/r
Alhamar Caravan # 4 Incorporated Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Eminent Grand Commander
n/r
Cordova Caravan # 26 Incorporated Buffalo, NY
Charles T. Esposito Eminent Grand Commander
From Cordova’s Monthly Newsletters:
Thought for February: Do not regret growing old. It is a privilege denied to many.
Membership: What new members bring to the order other than growth in membership. New men
and women bring new devotions, new enthusiasm, new security, new manpower, new ability and new
loyalty. Share the many benefits of membership in the Alhambra by recruiting that new member as
our founders did over a century ago.
Thought for March: Honor the goodness and mercy of the Risen Christ by helping someone in
despair.
Alhambran’s mark your calendar for Cordova’s annual Memorial Mass May 17, 2016!
The date for their 47th Cantalician annual picnic for the “Developmentally Disabled” will be held
Wednesday June 15, 2016 and all members are invited to get involved! The event will be held at
Cantalician facilities 2049 George Urban Blvd. at Dick Rd. Depew, NY. All members are asked to
help. Chairman Bob Robinson.

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: “Coach Bob” Stevens
3716 N. Woodlawn Ave
Metarie, LA 7006-2834
(H) 504-454-3421
coachbob03@hotmail.com
Greetings Lady and Sir Nobles from Region IV. I have checked with my Caravans and I am happy
and honored to report the following activities of my Region:
Darro #29: Darro held their 1st dance of this year, “Spring Fling” for about 100 of “God’s Special
Children” and their caretakers. A great meal was served along with many desserts. After dinner
they enjoyed face painting, “O.J.” the Darro Clown, and dancing provided by Darro “D.J.”. Darro
members also attended a Founder’s Day Mass in February celebrated by their Pastor, Father Mike.
Oran #67: Oran is very active this year. On January 9th, Supreme Director Bob Stevens installed
the new officers of Oran. On January 18th Oran held a fund-raiser at Newks Restaurant with
Special Needs Children attending and participating at the function. On February 13th Oran held a
Founder’s Day Dinner after a Mass at one of the local Casino’s, both were well attended. Recently
Oran gave an Easter Party for about 60 - 70 of “God’s Special Children”. Many more activities are
planned for the rest of the year.
Muret #68: Grand Commander “Chuck Brown” reported that Muret made a donation to the
ARC of Iberville Parish to purchase a very much needed ice machine for their “Special Needs
Children”. Muret also gave a pizza party for a number of “God’s Special Children” in Plaquemine.
Rumors have it that they are already working on their big giveaway Christmas Party with several
activities to be held in between that great event.
Diego #255: Congratulations go out to Diego Caravan for bring chosen as the “Feature” Caravan
for this month’s Alhambran. Please check out the various articles for their activities.
Vivat #266: Vivat is getting ready to crank it up starting with their own Sir Noble Dominic Pitts
participating in the “Relay for Life” at the end of April.

Aurora Caravan #55 Clifton, NJ
Frank Coccaro Eminent Grand Commander
n/r

Cortez #267: Cortez continues to give Dinner/Dances every month, feeding and entertaining
about 75-100 of “God’s Special Children” at each dance. Each month there is a different theme
and a different meal served. Grand Commander Brent Smith promises bigger and better functions
down the road.

Vigo Caravan #151 Johnstown PA
Andrew Solomon Eminent Grand Commander
n/r

In closing, two of my Caravans lost their Chaplains, Oran #67 and Diego #255, please keep them
in your prayers. Also, just a reminder to sell your raffle tickets to help us keep your per capita from
increasing. The drawing is set for June 29th, so get off your %?## and sell them.

Caravan Commanders it is a very good idea to honor your dues paying membership in one of your
events. Also, it would be a very good idea to appoint a monthly newsletter editor and keep your
membership informed of your caravan activity in the community and also invite the members to an
event.

Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org
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Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
SD Note: By the time you receive this copy of the Alhambran you should have received your raffle
tickets and I hope all the regions sold a lot of tickets so far to help with the per capita and the general
fund.
Again let me stress that selling the raffle tickets is only a small part of helping the Order stay healthy,
we all need to really push recruitment, our VSC has sent out several recommendations to help with
this endeavor, so let’s all try and get on board and recruit members.
With Summer fast approaching Barbara and I hope each and everyone will have a great summer
with family and friends.
Carmona Caravan #75:
We again held our annual Chili Cook off in February and the winner was PGC Jim Sterley, the
other participants were – PGC K. Kovacs, PGC P. Gareau, PGC D. Hudec, Hist. B. Westfall, VGC
L. Kline.
A million thanks go out to Brother Nicholas and PGC K. Kovacs for providing a wonderful get
together at the Abbey on Sunday, January 31st. We had a nice Mass that was celebrated by the Pastor
at St. Ansel and was followed by hours of Camaraderie and a great meal, thanks for all your hard
work Kenny, everyone in attendance truly enjoyed themselves and a big thanks to all those members
who help make this a “Great Day”.
Our Super Bowl Squares was a huge success again this year, thanks for all those who participated
and PGC V. DiCaprio for making it all work out.
We welcomed a new member at our March meeting, BT Bobby Corrigan son of Neil and Mary.
Bobby is a student at Dayton University. Welcome to our Order Bobby and as the SD would say,
bring along some of your college friends. They will have a great time in a great Order.
All our entertainment books have been sold and the money is in the bank, a big thank you to PGC
Jim Sterley for all his hard work and to all those members who help sell them.
Founders Day Mass was held at St. John’s Cathedral on Saturday evening, March 5, 2016, with about
30 members and guest in attendance. At this Mass we celebrated the founding of our order way back
in 1904. We all gathered at Marie’s Restaurant after Mass for dinner.
Hist. Bryan Westfall walked away with a “Helping Hand Fez” pin at the February meeting, all you
have to do to win one is be “PRESENT” at the meeting.
On a sad note we just learned of two of our Sultanas that passed away, Teddy Byrne and Pat Reynolds
both these Sultanas and their husbands supported the Caravan in many ways and they will be missed.
“May they Rest in Peace”
Well he did it again, Bryan Westfall won the Fez Pin Attendance again, only this time he chose the
St. James Scallop Pin. You can do likewise if you just attend the meetings.
PGC V. DiCaprio stated he had another sell out for the March Madness tournament. Thanks to all
who sold squares and brought them.
Abba Koval Caravan 200:
Founders Day Mass was held March 5th, at St. John’s Cathedral, downtown Cleveland, Mass was at
4:30 followed by dinner at Marie’s restaurant.
On March 15th, the Region “V” dinner meeting was held at the KofC hall hosted by Al Jena.
As a reminder we will be celebrating a special Mass for St. Joseph, March 16th. A potluck dinner
will follow the Mass, this Sicilian tradition.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Cliff Dake
27123 Barra
Novi, MI 48377-3775
(H) 248-860-0046
cliffdake@gmail.com
Region VI is on fire with everything that’s gone on.
Our membership is growing to the point that we now have two ceremonials each year. Also our
ceremonial team is ready if we need to add the third. Thank you Region VI Caravans you Rock.
Our annual Circus for our developmentally disabled was once again a huge success. Region VI
sponsored 2700 filling the circus tent with fun and excitement. To make this event even more
successful 102 members showed up from all our caravans to help escort all the wheel chair guest,
seat guests, hand out lunch, and do whatever needed to be accomplished all with a huge smiles.
Thank you to the Shriners who bring the circus to our area each year and support us with all our
needs. In two years we were told a new facility will be completed for the circus that will hold over
6 thousand. What an awesome challenge we’ll have filling the new complex.
This summer August 12-13, 2016 Region VI will open the doors for our Great Lakes Leadership
Seminar inviting any and all caravan officers and members in the country to attend. Great Lakes
Leadership Seminar hospitality will be at the Baymont Inn & Suites in Warren Michigan.
Package includes one or two nights lodging, our traditional Hospitality room, Friday Evening
Pizza Party, Saturday; Breakfast, Lunch and with Dinner & Feather Bowling at Bath City
Saturday night. This is a Blast. Shuttle service there and back from the hotel. Saturday Morning
the Leadership Training & Development program for the top five officers & future officers
or bring your entire Caravan. Take advantage of the opportunity to grow and strengthen your
caravan. Training includes support material. OH not sure what Feather Bowling is, just ask your
Supreme Director. During his visit to Region VI two years ago they enjoyed the experience.
For more detailed information please contact Clifton Dake Region VI Supreme Director 248860-0046 or cliffdake@gmail.com.
Advance registration only please.
We hope our neighboring Caravans in other Regions will attend. We’d love to have you.
With that I say Al Salaam and we hope to see you at our Great Lakes Leadership Seminar.
Continue to grow it our life line for success.

Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
Sir Nobles, the hot days of summer are upon us. I hope everyone is enjoying the summer outings
with family and friends. I wish all you good Sir Nobles are enjoying good health.
Our fraternal year is coming to an end; I am very happy that Region Vll did its best to support
our Vice Supreme Commander Michael Stakem in his endeavors to help the order grow. I want
to thank those caravans that held ceremonials in support of that effort. Keep in mind, Sir Nobles,
new members is the bloodline of any organization. New members will make our Order vibrant and
stronger. Remember those caravans that have faded away due to lack of recruitment. Please let us
not take our caravans in that direction. The more members we have the more we can do for God’s
Special Children. Reminder: All you need to do is ask.
The Supreme Officers will be meeting July 28-31st, 2016. in Cleveland, Ohio for our annual
meeting. At this meeting we will set the budget for the year—which includes the new per capita.
I will do my best to keep per capita as low as possible. Keep in mind the recruitment of new
members and the sale of Supreme Raffle tickets will help keep per capita down. And in July 2017
Cleveland will be the site for our next convention. Sir Nobles, let’s start making plans to attend
our convention.
Congratulations to Alamo Caravan 269 on their First Anniversary in the Order. On May 23, 2015
the caravan started with 18 new member and one year later Alamo Caravan # 269 stands at 62
members. At this time five new member applications are on hand. Grand Commander Jim Palinkas
has a goal to get this caravan to 100 members by the end of his term. We give a “TIP OF THE
FEZ” to Grand Commander Jim Palinkas for a Job Well Done. Also a special thanks to Committee
Chairperson, Sir Noble Jim Inglett, for all his efforts in helping form Alamo Caravan #269.
A Reminder: Our Regional Meeting will be held Thursday, August 18th, Friday, 19th, and
Saturday, 20th. We will stay at the Drury Inn and Suites at 201 N. St. Mary’s, San Antonio, TX.
78205. Room rates for the August meeting will be $119.00 per night. When you call use this group
number 2255190. Cutoff date is 17 July 2016. Please call and make your reservations as soon as
possible. August 18th will be a day to check in. August 19th, Sir Nobles will play golf, and August
20th, Sir Nobles will participate in a business meeting. There will be two guest speakers at the
business meeting. August 20th, Sir Nobles and Sultanas will participate in a mass at 5:30 pm at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church across the street from the Drury. After mass we will all meet at the Texas
Land and Cattle Steak House on the River Walk for dinner. This Regional Meeting is open to all
members and their families. Council of Viziers members are also welcome. Grand Commanders,
if you are interested in having a ceremonial during our Regional Meeting, please contact me and
we can plan it out for Friday evening. Sir Nobles, you will be receiving a more detailed schedule
and agenda during the summer months.

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
26559 Farrell St.
Menifie, CA 92586-2064
(H) 951-659-2706
cbraun18@gmail.com
The Southern California Council of Caravans (Region VIII) is very committed to maintaining the
Order’s presence on the West Coast. The many Caravan activities continue to make this year an
exciting one.
Ben Ziri Caravan #218 held their Annual St. Patrick’s Day Party where the melt-in-your-mouth
traditional corned beef was prepared by LN Juliana Tabor and her trusty assistants. The meal
included tender cabbage and authentic Irish soda bread. Dessert was a palate satisfying Irish
Sundae complete with scrumptious green cake topped with ice cream. ARE YOU HUNGRY YET?
Each year at this event several scholarships for teachers of the Developmentally Disabled in San
Diego area are awarded. This year was no exception. Six scholarships were awarded this year. The
funds are made available through the “Maletta Foundation” which was generously established by
PGC Larry Maletta and Sultana Opel Maletta. Although they are no longer with us on this earth
their commitment to the Mission of the Alhambra lives on.
The Founder’s Day Mass was held at the Mission San Luis Rey in Oceanside, CA. Fun and
friendship continued afterward with a great meal at the Jolly Roger restaurant located at Oceanside
Harbor with a tranquil view of the harbor area.
Be sure to peruse the Caravan’s web site to for all the latest pictures and information at benziri.com.
Ronda Caravan #84 and Aben Zoar Caravan #133
They have once again completed their assistance with the Valentine’s Dance for Developmentally
Disabled primarily sponsored by the city of LaVerne, CA. Over 150 Developmentally Disabled
Citizens in attendance enjoyed every minute of non-stop dancing as the DJ played on. The next
dances are scheduled for August and October of this year.
For the most current activity updates, when visiting Southern California, do not hesitate to contact
SD Chris Braun [951-659-2706] or PSC Vince Braun [562-572-4674].

Please keep in your prayers Sir Nobles and Sultanas who are in need of prayers. Prayers are
powerful.
Texas Caravans have been involved or will be involved in the following:
Guadalupe #234, El Paso, Texas
At this time the Caravan is preparing for the Spring Special Olympic Games. During these games
the caravan prepares the food and refreshments for all participants. The caravan is making plans for
their 33rd Anniversary Mass on May 14, 2016. This event starts with a mass and after mass there
will be a dinner at The Great American Steak House. On July 9th 2016 the caravan will host their
Annual Family Picnic. Keep Up the Good Work Guadalupe Caravan.
Baza #78, Corpus Christi, Texas
Baza will host their monthly Corporate Mass for God’s Special Children during the months of
April, May, and June 2016 at St. Pius Catholic Church. After the Mass a meal will be served for
all Special Children, their families and all others in attendance. The caravan is also planning
to provide meals for the Annual Summer Camp at St. Pauls Catholic School for Special Needs
Children. Great Job Baza Caravan.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Bejar #56 Supportive Efforts: Sultanas De Bejar Installation & 2016 Fiesta Celebration; Ft. Sam Houston
Memorial Service Detachment (MSD)

Caravans

SAN ANTONIO – Bejar Caravan #56 is very appreciative of the support the Sultanas de Bejar provide to our Caravan. These ladies are always willing to help us out and are very generous in their efforts.
In February 18, 2016, The Installation Luncheon & Fashion Show for the Sultanas de Bejar was held at the Oak Hills Country Club in San Antonio, Texas. The first order of business was the installation
of the new board members for 2016-2017, who were installed by Installation Mistress – Past Grand Sultana Doris Dettling.
The new officers are:
Grand Sultana – Irene Mzyk			
1st VP – Misstres of Oasis – Frances Gaona
2nd VP – Hospitality – Yvonne Bauml		
3rd VP – Decorations – Sandy Migl
4th VP – Membership – Joyce Ullrich		
5th VP – Notifications – Pat Eisenhauer
Recording Scribe – PGS Doris Dettling		
Corresponding Scribe – Betty Athey
Treasurer – Pat Liberto			
Parliamentarian – PGS Gloria Pedrizine
Publicity – Kay Sims			
Telephone Committee – Alicia Carrizales
Board of Advisors – PGS Felis Salinas, PGS Pruny Heusinger, & Patricia Flieller
Alhambra Representative – Mary Frances Specia
Congratulations to all these wonderful ladies and a big thank you from Bejar Caravan #56.
After the installation, a luncheon and fashion show followed. Members of the Sultanas participate in the fashion show as models.

Bejar Caravan joined the Sultanas de Bejar at their Fiesta de San Jacinto Ball on April 20, 2016 at the Magnolia Gardens in San Antonio. The annual event welcomes the new King Antonio for Fiesta
2016, which this year marks its 125th Anniversary. This year’s 2016 King Antonio is King Antonio R. Huntington Winton III. The Sultanas make this event an enjoyable one by toasting the new King and
affirming the importance of this annual event. Dinner and dancing follow with everyone having a good time.
Finally, Bejar Caravan would like to take this opportunity to recognize three of our Alhambra members for the outstanding community support they provide to our veterans. These members every
Wednesday give of their time and talent at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. These Sir Nobles are volunteer members of the Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery Memorial Service Detachment
(MSD) who provide military funeral honors for veterans buried at the cemetery. The MSD complement the services provided by the Department of Defense (http://www.msd-honorguard.org/index.html)
& (http://www.msd-honorguard.org/Wednesday.html). They ensure that all veterans are provided burial honors by means of an Honor Guard firing three rifle volleys and playing of Taps. Their services are
provided at no cost to the family. The Sir Nobles who provide their selfless service to our veterans are: SN Joe Casas, SN Jimmy Medellin, and SN Eugene Toifl. We salute you and all the veterans who
have served this wonderful Nation.

Members of the Sultanas participate in the fashion show as
models.

Grand Sultana Irene Mzyk welcoming King Antonio to the
Fiesta de San Jacinto Ball
The newly installed Sultanas de Bejar 2016-2017 officers;
(Far Right) Grand Sultana – Irene Myzk
Sultana Della Rivera who is 98 years
old and the oldest Sultana de Bejar. She
is being given the royalty kiss by King
Antonio and a Cavalier

Grand Sultana Irene Mzyk pinning King
Antonio with a Sultana de Bejar medal
The 2016 San Antonio Fiesta King
Antonio joining the Sultanas de Bejar at
their Fiesta Ball
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(Left to right) SN Joe Casas, SN Jimmy Medellin, and
SN Eugene Toifl members of the Wednesday Squad at the
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery Memorial Service
Detachment

in Action
Diego Caravan #255 Founders Day Mass
The members of Diego Caravan #255 held their Founders Day Mass at St. Max’s and were escorted into the
Church by 12 members of the K of C Color Core. These pictures are of the after party which had 67 people
in attendance.

On Sunday April 3rd Alhambra Alva Caravan #91 held its “Recruitment Smoker “.
About 18 new members showed up to our Smoker event. The Grand Commander
and Vice Grand Commander provided information to the prospective members
and provided an application for them to fill out to become a member. The men
and Caravan Members ate and played games. It was a very good turnout for Alva
Caravan #91.

On March 24th Alva Caravan #91 of Brownsville, Texas participated at the Sports
Park ”City Egg Extravaganza”. The first photo shows the Easter egg hunt. In
the second photo are members of Alva Caravan #91 and Group called “SOUL”,
student teachers who are interested in entering the field of special education and
are currently enrolled at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. It was a fun
day for children of special needs.

On April 13, 2016 Alva Caravan #91 presented a check
for $500.00 to “Down by the Border” an organization
that is dedicated to helping “Special Needs Children”.
Check was presented to Dolores Zarate.
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Regional News
Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Gerald Forster
9982 Port Franks Estates Dr
Port Franks, ON N0M 2L0
(H) 519-243-1613
gforster@execulink.com
Ibeza Caravan 109 ,Belleville, Ont.
Ibeza is busy raising monies from bongos that are donated to their local charities and Church’s.
We are working together with other local organizations in the area to raise funds to assist with the
refugee crisis.
We also have monthly mass at Holy Rosary Church for all deceased and living members of the
Alhambra and is well attended by our members.
PGC Jim Copper
Garcia Caravan 230 McGregor , Ont.
The Caravan would like all members to mark down special events that will be up and coming, if
you are in the area , please join us.
1) Tuesday June 14-2016 is the annual picnic that takes place at Co-Ann Park in McGregor. Over
100 special athletes will participate in a mini special olympics. After the games refreshments and
hot dogs will be served by all Sir Nobles, Sultanas and Lady Nobles.

RIP Father Joseph Hart
Father Joseph L Hart, Society of St. Edmund
Born: September 12, 1925 Died: March 18, 2016
Ordained: August 22, 1949
Parents: Joseph & Catherine Murray Hart
Siblings: John & Kay
Education: High School: Keith Academy, Lowell, MA
College: St. Michael College, Colchester, VT
Graduate School: Catholic University, Washington, DC
Alder School of Professional Psychology, Chicago, IL
Ministries:
Parish assignments in North Carolina & Alabama
Administration and Faculty at St. Michael College in Vermont
Clinical Staff and later director of House of Affirmation, Therapeutic Center for Priests and Religious,
Whitinsville, MA Superior General of Society of St. Edmund.
Hobbies and Interests:
Sailing, golf, gardening, bike riding, hiking when younger
Especially working as guardian ad litem for abused and neglected children
Mostly enjoyed his association with the Order of Alhambra and his work as Chaplain for Diego
Caravan #255 working with the Mentally Challenged

A Note from Region X

2) Boat ride on the Detroit River July 9th is something to see. Boaters volunteer every year to take
groups out on their boats, than they all enjoy a picnic put on by the Caravan.
3) Wednesday July 20-2016 is the yearly fund-raiser at the local golf course , anyone interested
please contact SN Richard Prieur, SN Gord Renaud or SN Loius a Trudell for more information.
Join in , bring a foursome,enjoy the fellowship.
Algarva Caravan #168 Grand Bend, Ont.
At our regular meeting on Feb. 25th, 2016 we had Christina Ferriera and Bernice Cadman make a
great presentation on behalf of Holy Cross Secondary School Community Pathways Classroom.
They told us that they currently had 20 students in their program and that next year they will have
22. In order to continue meeting their program goals and needs it was essential that the physical
structure be expanded and improvements made to the classroom equipment and furnishings. Their
request was for $500 for a steel utility work table to be used for food preparation by the students.
They could also use $3,000 for Vocational Workboxes, which are hands on, curriculum materials
that provide a variety of life skills, social skills and transferable workplace skills. Their final
request was for $4,000 to create a doorway into a neighboring classroom, because there simply is
not enough space for their expanding enrolment. Algarva Caravan decide to give them the $3,500
for the Vocational Workboxes and the steel utility work table and look into what other avenues are
available to help with the classroom doorway alterations. On Mar. 31st, Casey Bax and I went to
Holy Cross to present the $3,500 cheque and see first-hand how the program was being run. We
were both very impressed.

Families in need try everything they can to provide assistance for their son. Reaching out to
different groups and being told that either the funding is not available at this time due to budget
cuts or they have already received help in the passed. This seems to happen more and more for
families with a developmentally disabled person.
Unfortunately , his seizures are more frequent and stronger leaving him weak, requiring a parent
carry him up to bed .Along with West Syndrome, which is an uncommon to rare epileptic disorder
in infants, other names for it is Generalized Flexion Epilepsy.
Government agencies at one time supported special equipment needed , know with cuts or more
people with similar needs, the equipment is not covered by our government funded agencies.
Where do families look? Who can help them? This is where we as Alhambran’s come in. It is our
mandated purposes to try and assist these families. Yes it is a lot of work, number one, talking to
families, accessing their needs, go to other agencies and ask for help to raise funds needed, then
bring all the information back to your members and vote on what can be done.
This process takes time and some families just cannot wait for long periods of time. We as
members of the Alhambra have to be advocates , we have to try harder to let our members of
governments that first the developmentally disabled are people and secondary they need help.
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The Elephant in the Alcazar
No, this is not a circus metaphor, even though the Michigan Region just pulled off another very successful day at the Shrine Circus for thousands of people with developmental disabilities, their families
and caregivers. Instead, I want to talk about a personal observation I’ve made over the last number of years related to the advanced age and failing health of many of our members.
Throughout the year at Caravan meetings or in correspondences we learn of an increasing number of Nobles and family members who are very old, in poor health, may have been involved in an accident
or fall, and so on. Many of these individuals can no longer take care of themselves and have to be moved to assisted living centers, nursing homes or hospice. We say prayers for them, send cards and ask
others who we think may have a closer connection to them to pass along our best wishes.
But what happens after that, to those who are aged and sick?
Sure, some people show great improvement. But for most, time marches on and things don’t really improve all that much. Health issues related to advanced age do not miraculously disappear, leaving
people feeling and acting 10 or 15 years younger. Many will never regain their former independence. It would be nice if they could, but that’s not how life usually works. With advancing age and declining
health, our sense of what’s considered normal in each of our lives has to be continually redefined. Thanking God for all the good things he has bestowed on us becomes ever more difficult as we try our
best to grin and bear each new ailment.
I’m sure we all thought about this at one time or another but have we also thought about how we seem to separate ourselves from each other as our age increases and health decreases? Just because we
are old or sick doesn’t mean we are somehow a different person. We are still the person we always were. Sure, our health may be markedly different than it was earlier in life; we may now live in a health
care facility which is a vastly different place than the comfortable home we gave up and our mobility or speech may be compromised or gone but do we really believe it is our surroundings and physical
appearance that defines us, of course not! Who we are comes from deep inside each one of us. God still lives within us in the form of the Holy Spirit. We know in our mind that we are still the same person
we’ve always been. So, why then do we persist in distancing ourselves from one another towards the end of life?
We all know the interactions we have with one another in the final days are going to be uncomfortable. Negative thoughts bombard our minds. What are we going to say to one another? What will we do
if the person we’re going to see is sleeping when we get there? Why do so many nursing homes smell bad? Everyone dislikes nursing homes and we don’t want to end our days alone in a place like that.
And what do you imagine the elderly and dying are thinking, maybe it’s “I wish you didn’t have to see me like this” or “this isn’t how I want to be remembered.”
The distance we put between each other at this time is a two way street. Not only do the young and healthy often shy away from the old and unhealthy but those in poor health near the end of life often shut
themselves away not wanting others to know about their condition. This just shows how weak we are as human beings. Our sense of pride and the fear of being embarrassed beat us down into submission.
We can’t let this happen.
What is the truth? The truth is that none of us want to be alone at the end of life. Loneliness and isolation are equally painful for all of us. Death is frightening. Having no callers or visitors to distract us
and nothing but time to dwell on the end can make waiting for God’s call that much harder to bear.
What doesn’t uplift our soul does nothing for us, or worse, makes us feel bad and apologetic about who we are. Why is it when someone dies we “pay our respects” while at the same time mentioning
how their death may have come as a surprise. We can only blame ourselves if we didn’t know they were so ill?
We have a lot of members who are very advanced in years. Many of whom have medical problems, live alone or are spending their remaining days in a senior community, assisted living center and so on.
Ask yourself if it isn’t about time you sent another card, made a phone call or stopped in to say hello to one of our old members, former members, a widow or the child of an old friend.
The journey along the path through this life and into the next with Christ is one we all must walk. As the saying goes, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you (Matthew 7:12).” What do you
hope your days will be like when you start heading down that road towards the Promised Land? I sure hope someone will come see me.
PGC Mike Kiefer
Galicia Caravan No. 77

A NOTE FROM THE SCRIBE OF THE EXCHEQUER OF DIEGO CARAVAN #255
Some 18 years ago, our Carol and Marvin Peschel put their heads together and Diego Caravan #255 was born. In the years since, an incredible amount of the responsibilities of keeping this Caravan alive
have rested on their shoulders, and on the shoulders of some of the early cofounders. All too often, we members…let me say that again…WE MEMBERS, have LET them carry the weight of running
the Caravan on those shoulders.
Paul Caron was a board member and an officer of one degree or another for some 18 years, until I was nominated to relieve him of his office. Carol and Marvin have shared one office or another over the
years, even have been Grand Commanders, Carol having served as the FIRST woman Grand Commander in Alhambra’s illustrious history! Richard Cyrgalis has served us as Grand Commander more
than once, as have other dedicated Alhambrans. SN John Knapke is now, (let me see…how can I put this politely and respectfully) about to celebrate the 70th anniversary of his high school graduation!
(Congratulations, John!)
Some of your “younger” members travel from 80 to 300 miles, round trip, to attend our meetings and events. It’s beyond reasonable to ask them to participate as officers, or to do any more than they
already do now. In a recent Divan meeting, a topic of discussion was, “Who is going to continue the work we’ve been doing for the past 18 years, when we can’t do it anymore?”
Where do we go from here?
That is what we ALL have to consider…NOW!!! Now that we’ve allowed ourselves to be SERVED by the most loyal of our leaders for so many years, are we finally prepared to DO something, ANY
thing, to keep Diego Caravan alive? We’re soon going to be confronted with a tight schedule of a canister drive at Publix in Englewood, at the same time we’re in need of people to occupy our charity
booth at the Sun Flea Market (which is going fantastic for us). Both functions are going to take place simultaneously.
So, where are our volunteers? Where are our MEMBERS; the people who became Sir Nobles, Lady Nobles and Sultanas, to do the good work we do for God’s Special People? It’s time for ALL of us to
do what we can, WHEN we can, for the good of Diego Caravan. “Talk up” who we are to people who don’t know about us. Show your pride in being a member of the Order of Alhambra. Wear a T-shirt
that bears our logo, and let people ask “Who is that on your shirt?” Let’s move Diego Caravan further on into the future, and do more of the great work we’ve done in the past.
Ken Anderson
Scribe of the Exchequer
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Region V (Continued from Page 11)

Region VII (Continued from Page 12)

Hope you didn’t forget that March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. This year’s
theme was “What‘s Your Story”.

Alamo #269, San Antonio, Texas
The caravan held their First Corporate Mass and Recruitment Drive on February 7, 2016 at St.
Pius X Catholic Church. After the mass all enjoyed a breakfast at Earl Abel’s on Austin Hwy. On
the 30th of April the caravan will participate in the Autism Walk in Boerne, Texas. The caravan
will also sponsor a field trip to Morgan’s Wonderland on May 19, 2016, for the Autism Center and
the Saddle Light Center. Alamo Caravan will be sponsoring over three hundred of God’s Special
Children and staff by supporting these two organizations. The caravan will provide food and
refreshments for all. Also during the month of May the caravan will be presenting a check to the
Autism Center for God’s Special Children. At the present time the caravan is working with the
Archdiocese of San Antonio in an effort to partner with them to help our Special Needs Children
and their families in the diocese. The Caravan has received an invitation from Mosara #260 to
participate in their Annual 4th of July Parade and Alamo Caravan is making plans to attend.
Good Job Alamo Caravan.

A bit of sad news, John Basso’s mother passed away on Jan 26th. I want to thank all of our members
who attend the Mass and help out by being pall bearers. May his mother “Rest in Peace”.
Last year’s canister collection money was distributed and we received thank you notices from all
the charities.
Galicia Caravan 77, Region VI, has invited us to attend their run for Red Tassel’s, Sunday, April
24th, at the Club Venetian Banquet and Convention Center. Let’s try and get some new members
to attend.
We have confirmed two canister collection dates, June 4th and 5th at Transfiguration in Lakewood
and June 11th and 12th at St. Christopher in Rocky River.
El Camino Caravan 270:
We held our Winter League Round Table Charity Dinner. 140 People gathered for dinner and
a presentation by four Major League Baseball players. They spoke about their playing careers
and signed autographs. The players who attended were Ron Hunt, Lonnie Maclin, Stan Royer
and Frank Baumann. The caravan raised over $5,400 for five charities: St. Louis ARC, Special
Olympics Missouri, L’Arche St. Louis, Promise Christian Academy and Knights of Columbus
Developmental Center at Cardinal Glennon.
Our members and their families attended mass and breakfast to honor our first Founder Day Mass.
A few of our members volunteered to help L’Arche St. Louis move into their new home which
will house individuals with “Special Needs” that require some assistance. In addition, the Caravan
made a donation to support L’Arche’s efforts.
We also made a donation to support playground modifications at a local school that will allow
better access to students with special needs.
Now we need to focus on building our membership.
A note from the Supreme Director. A big thank you to our newest Caravan in Region “V” for all
the hard work they are doing for the Developmentally Disabled.
On April 1st 2016 Alva Caravan #91 of Brownsville, Texas participated at the Special Olympics
with the Brownsville School District it was held for the first time at Veterans Memorial High School.

Mosara #260, Hidalgo, Texas
Mosara hosted a barbecue on 13th of January, 2016, for potential new members. Six applications
were accepted at this event. Congratulations again to Sir Noble Leonel M. Acevedo, Sir Noble
Ruben Ayala, and Sir Noble Baldomero Vela, Sr. who received Life Membership Awards at
their Installation of Officers Ceremony. Mosara will be making a major donation to C.A.M.P.
University, (Can Achieve Maximum Potential University) in the amount of $5,000 in April, 2016,
(www.campuniversity.org). This organization “provides opportunities for continued life and
social skills training for Special Needs Students who have graduated from high school”. And,
as mentioned before, Mosara will be participating in the 4th of July Parade in Mc Allen, Texas .
Good Job Mosara.
El Cid #106, Rio Grande City, Texas
El Cid is making plans for their Annual Skeet Shoot during the month of May, 2016. Monies
earned from this tournament will benefit El Cid’s Charity Account. This Charity Event will allow
El Cid to purchase baseball uniforms and equipment for Special Needs Children. God’s Special
Children participate in these baseball games during the months of May through August. During
the months of February, March and April, El Cid had very successful recruitment drives, which
resulted in 12 applications. The caravan will host a ceremonial on April 23, 2016. Congratulations
to Grand Commander Judge Eloy Vera and Deputy Supreme Director Jake Margo and El Cid
Caravan members. Job Well Done El Cid Caravan.
Alva #91, Brownsville, Texas
Special thanks to Alva Caravan for the great bar-b-que dinner after mass at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church during the Charro Days Celebration. The caravan had a very successful recruitment drive
on April 3, 2016 which resulted in 20 new member applications. The caravan will host a ceremonial
during the month of May, and Alva Caravan will be participating in the 4th of July Parade in Mc
Allen, Texas. Job Well Done Alva Caravan.
Bejar #56, San Antonio, Texas
Bejar Caravan is making plans for their Annual Zoo Trip on May 3, 2016, and their Annual Skeet
Shoot and Bar-b-que on May 6. Monies from their Annual Skeet Shoot will support their Charity
Fund which will provide donations to four Special Needs Organizations in San Antonio. Good
Job Bejar Caravan.

A check for the amount of $500.00 was
presented by Alva Caravan #91 to David
Lucio at the event.

Superintendent Dr. Esperanza Zendejas,
Mr. Jose Hector Chirinos Board President,
and Mrs. Minerva M. Pena Board Assistant
Secretary surrounded by Caravan Members.

Special Needs children that participated
at the Special Olympics.

The Alhambran 16

Carmona Caravan presented to PRD Frank Nowak, the first annual “Alhambran of the Year Award”.
Frank and Sultana Fran have been true examples of Alhambrans in action for many years.
Award was presented by GC Kevin Gareau

Alva Caravan #91 and Alamo Caravan #269 Participate in Charro Days

Alamo Caravan Float Builders: Supreme Director of Region
VII, Joe B. Cortinaz, joins SN Robert Mancillas, VGC Luis
Martinez, SN Christobal Rodriquez, SN Charles Grout, SN
Alex Gomez, GC Jim Palinkas, SE Caesar Bustos and SN
Richard Moken with the construction of Alamo Caravan
#269’s first parade float.

Bike Riders SN Charles Grout, VGC Luis Martinez and SD
Joe B. Cortinaz are from Alamo Caravan #269

SD Joe B. Cortinaz and VGC Luis Martinez prepare to lead
the Alamo Caravan #269 parade float.

Alva Caravan #91 float prepares for the 2016 Charro Day
International Parade.

Members including Alva Caravan #91, Alamo Caravan #269
and Supreme Director of Region VII Joe B. Cortinaz prepare
for the Charro Day International Parade.

Large crowds turn out for the 2016 Charro Day International
Parade in Brownsville, Texas.

Corporate Mass at St. Mary, Mother of the Church, Brownsville, Texas

Supreme Director Joe B. Cortinaz leads members from Alva
Caravan #91, Mosara Caravan #260 and Alamo Caravan
#269 in participating in Corporate Mass at St. Mary, Mother
of the Church, Brownsville, Texas.

Rev. Emmanuel Kwofie/Parochial Vicar celebrates an
Alhambra Corporate Mass at St. Mary, Mother of the
Church, Brownsville, Texas. Alhambra members led by
Supreme Director of Region VII Joe B. Cortinaz are from
Alva Caravan #91, Mosara Caravan #260 and Alamo
Caravan #269.
Vice Grand Commander Dr, Manuel R. Mendoza donates a
check to St. Mary, Mother of the Church, Brownsville, Texas
on behalf of members of Alva Caravan #91.
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Alva Caravan #91 Hosted a Barbecue at St. Mary, Mother of the Church Hall, Brownsville, Texas

Supreme Director of Region VII Joe B. Cortinaz leads
members in prayer before barbecue meals. Alva Caravan
#91 Grand Commander Sergio Zarate and Vice Commander
Dr. Manuel R. Mendoza are the hosts of the barbecue meal.

Satisfied Alva Caravan #91 members

Satisfied Alva Caravan#91 members

More satisfied Alhambra members

Supreme Director of Region VII Joe B. Cortinaz, Alamo
Caravan #269 Grand Commander Jim Palinkas and Alva
Caravan #91 Sergio Zarate thank members for celebrating a
great 2016 Charro day in Brownsville, Texas.

Members of Alamo Caravan #269 tear down float in
preparation for future events

More Charro Days Pictures

SN Andres Cardona’s Granddaughters selling the food products at the Caravan
269 Food stand during the King William Fair.

Left to Right SN David Fuentes, SN Caesar Bustos assist SN Jesse Barrios load
sausage in the BBQ mobile pit.

Photo by GC Jim Palinaks

Photo by Historiographer SN Alex Gomez
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SAN ANTONIO – Grand Commander Mike Specia, Bejar Caravan #56, proclaimed an “Alhambra Day of Recollection” for its members to recollect their thoughts, concerns, priorities from the
demands of the world and placing them in God’s hands. It was a time to rearrange our commitments, priorities and to remind ourselves to put God first above all else. Sir Noble (SN) Leslie W.
Tschoepe, Chairman for the event worked with SN Mike D. Davis, member of Bejar #56 Caravan and Director, Institutional Advancement, Assumption Seminary in making this event a success
at Assumption Seminary.
The Caravan members and their families were invited to spend a morning with the Lord and renew aspects of their lives including our relationship with God. The day began with registering and
enjoying a continental breakfast at the Student Union Building. SN Mike Davis provided the history, seminary overview, and statistical information of Assumption seminary. The first reflection
was given by Fr. Jeff Pehl, Rector, Assumption Seminary and Ian Robbins, Seminarian provided the second reflection. Afterwards, the Alhambran members and their wives attended mass at the
Assumption Chapel followed by lunch at St. John Hall. The Caravan members enjoy attending the Alhambra Day of Reflection at Assumption Seminary. Caravan members would like to thank
both Very Reverend Jeff Pehl and SN Mike Davis for making this possible. Bejar #56 also thanked SN Tschoepe, for chairing this event and Past Grand Commanders Robert Herrera and Albert
“Buddy” Gomez, along with their wives for their support in making this a success.

(Left to Right) SN Rodolpho Carrizales, Sultana Alicia
Carrizales, Past Grand Sultana, Gloria Pedrazine, Past Grand
Commander Raymond Pedrazine, and Fr. Marty Elsner, S.J.
at Our Lady’s Chapel.

(Left to Right) Sultana Kathleen May, SN Daniel May and Seminarian Ian Robbins. Ian gave the
second session reflection at St. John’s Hall.

SN L.W. Tschoepe shakes hands with Fr. Marty Elsner,
thanking him for the warm hospitality the Assumption
Seminary staff provided to the Bejar Caravan #56.

SN Mike Davis providing historical and background information on the Chapel renovations. Mike
Davis is staff member of Assumption Seminary. He is Director of Institutional Advancement.
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From the Supreme Chamberlain Giles Benard
Giles can be reached by e-mail
g.benard1@videotron.ca

DOLLARS AND CENTS
In order to keep you informed with the financial information of the Order you can request a copy of the financials from Home Office. This section is
being supressed to keep the information secured.
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme
Chaplain every Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions.
All monies derived from the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Unaffiliated
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
M/M Mark Corte
Ms. Carolyn Ceccoli
Las Madrinas Altar Society
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
M/M LaMar Schaeffer
Ms. Anne R. Slezosky
Abd Er Rahman
Ms. Kathy Assante
M/M Ronald Fischer
M/M Roy Lanza
Ms. Joanne Monck
Alhamar
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
PGC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
GC Paul S. Makuch
M/M Donald Simington
SD Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
Cordova
GS Christopher J. Hull
SE Crociano J. Monteleone
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
M/M Robert C. Robinson
M/M Robert C. Robinson
Ms. Loretta Stoczynski
M/M William Sullivan
M/M William Sullivan
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
Darro
PGC A. L. Abila
PGC A. L. Abila
PGC A. L. Abila
Sul. Betty Gautreaux
Sul. Betty Gautreaux
Sul. Betty Gautreaux
Sul. Betty Gautreaux
Sul. Betty Gautreaux
Sul. Betty Gautreaux

Caravan #0
Sandy Fiorella (L)
John Kutz (L)
Jerry Mathei (L)
Pat Umbra (L)
Anthony Sabella
Anthony Sabella
Michael Pollack
Joseph J. Koronowski
Brian Hvdecheck
Barbara A. Cumberland
Caravan #1
John Boyd Hammalian
Michael Belmer
Louis Del Rosso
Dorothy Erickson
Caravan #4
Frank Balvcha
James Glesleichter
Mary Theresa Okal
Thomas Nardone
Paul C. Ryan
Anthony Zbick
Donna Magni (L)
Caravan #26
Joanne M. Nowak
Bernice Betty Constantino
Leona Antkowiak
Sr. M. Anne Marie Jabonicky (L)
Frederick Philip Swords
Robert Kwarta
Jerome Deinzer
Sr. M.Dennis (L)
Theresa Luh (L)
Cheryl ann Jaenecke
Willaim R. DeGraw
Teri Usiak
Sylvia M. Czajka
Frank R. Villa
Carl Lombardo (L)
Donato Lalama
Caravan #29
Mrs. Earlene Ventura (L)
Mrs. Maria George (L)
SN John Parra PSA (L)
Beverly Blank (L)
Eleaine Folse Tregre
Kim Autin (L)
Clayton Autin, Jr.
Dolores Chiasson (L)
Bertha Frances Neff

Aurora Caravan #55
M/M John A. Kaslow Sharon Stephenson
Bejar
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
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Caravan #56
Mr. James Stillwell (L)
Mrs. Emma Arechiga
Aileen Vilim-birthday (L)

Padul
SE Thomas R. Le Blanc
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
M/M Paul F. Siebeking

Caravan #69
Dr. Douglas I. Fechtel
Catherine Lipolo (L)
Glenn Graham (L)
PGC Lyone Query (L)
Sharen Braun (L)
Kim Callahan (L)
Mary Nicholas (L)
Carole Bryant (L)
Carole Bryant
PGC Jerry Mathei (L)
PGC Paul Siebeking (L)
Karen Wink (L)
Virginia E. Buckley
Calvin Gregg

Carmona
M/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula

Caravan #75
Joanne L. Urbaner
Dr. William Schmidt, D.D.S. (L)
Gene Giglio
Mike Jizmeller
June Bolibrush (L)
Joseph Hornack
Jean Bukala

Galicia
The Casasanta Family
The Casasanta Family
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
M/M Russell C. Kreinbring
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Robert E. Plotkowski
M/M Robert E. Plotkowski
M/M Robert E. Plotkowski
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo

Caravan #77
Joseph Jones
Christina Locricchio
Dolores Merecki-surgery (L)
PSC James O’Halloran (L)
Sultana Shirley Piretta (L)
SN Kenneth Hoskins (L)
SN Kenneth Hoskins (L)
Sultana Mary Jefferson (L)
SN Alarie Jefferson (L)
Rev. Ronald DeHondt (L)
Stan Cieslak
Andrew Kovalcik
Mary Houtekier
Julius (Mikey) Micek
Rosemary Lo Grasso
Cherie Wingard
Mary Houtekier
Sandra Hawes
Claude Millsap, Jr.
David John Warwinsky
Helen S. Janas

Ronda Caravan #84
M/M Dominick Pizzulli Hazel McGowan
Wamba
PGC Richard Beaulieu
PGC Richard Beaulieu
M/M Dennis L. McCormick
M/M Dennis L. McCormick
M/M John J. Sangiovanni
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
Porto
M/M Jerry John
M/M Jerry John
M/M William C. Ubbens

Caravan #89
George Ashley
Agatha Slattery
Dennis Martin
Marian Geatz
William R. Matheney
Casper R. Taylor, Jr. (L)
Dennis Martin
Marian Geatz
Caravan#104
Dennis Reiter
Charlie Martin
Margaret Federighi

Porto Caravan #104 (Cont’d)
M/M William C. Ubbens Wayne Boggs
Lugo Caravan #113
M/M Edward DeFranco Howard Widell
Braga Caravan #114
M/M Frank Landa Rev. Ronald DeHondt (L)
Al Fath
Ms. Agnes Kneeshaw
Ms. Agnes Kneeshaw
Ms. Rosalie Strader
Ms.Anna Walter
Mahdi
Ms. Concetta L. Butala
Ms. Concetta L. Butala
Ms. Concetta L. Butala
Ms. Concetta L. Butala

Caravan #126
Elizabeth Januszka
Barbara Cumberland
Barbara Cumberland
Barbara Cumberland
Caravan #142
Donald A. Delsanter
Jenette Amato (L)
Michael Casella
Josephine (Fifi) Brescia

Barcelona Caravan #143
Ms. Norma Jean Bak Sultana Blossom Martel
Vigo Caravan #151
Ms. Barbara Pastovic Merjean Tezak
Santiago
Montalbano Family
Santiago Caravan #169
Montalbano Family
Montalbano Family
Montalbano Family
Montalbano Family
Santiago Caravan #169
Montalbano Family
Montalbano Family
Jerez
Jim and Mary Parks
M/M Stephen J. Piraino
VGC Richard A. Smith, Sr.
M/M Richard A. Smith, Sr.

Caravan #169
SN Jack Mastruzzo (L)
SN Jack Mastruzzo (L)
Sr. Joyce Banks
Sr. Mary O’Connor
Patty M. Kraegel
SN Jack Mastruzzo
SN Jack Mastruzzo
Mary Montalbano (L)
Rick Magno (L)
Caravan #183
George Kline (L)
Littell Hobbs, Jr.
Littel Hobbs, Jr.
Fr. John Lippold

Denia Caravan #196
SN Franklin D. Bush James T. Recay (L)
SN Franklin D. Bush Francis Sheridan
Abba Koval
SN Joseph Charles Dwyer
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
Manresa
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
Ms. Kathy Reid
M/M Daniel A. Sewesky

Caravan #200
Giuseppina E. Basso
Giuseppina E. Basso
Charlotte Lisiewski (L)
Thomas Campbell
James Louloudis (L)
Joseph J. Hornack
Cog Komarek
James W. Mayer, Sr.
Rita Burdick (L)
Josephine Resek
Kimberly Grayce Roach
Caravan #217
Loraine Welk (L)
Mary Campbell
Marie Pitt

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 26)
Manresa
M/M Daniel A. Sewesky
Ben Ziri
M/M Anthony Andreas
M/M Anthony Andreas
M/M Anthony Andreas
Ms. Patricia Dambach
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Kennith C. Owen
Diego
M/M Roger J. Reid

Caravan #217 (Cont’d)
Felecia Lake
Caravan #218
Wilford Owen (L)
Barbara Blyth (L)
Patricia Cassola
Anne Szabo
Dominic & Jan Imonti (L)
Anthony & Theresa Andreas (L)

Diego
M/M Roger J. Reid

Caravan #255 (Cont’d)
Marie Rasch (L)

Sancho
M/M Leo Wojtylo
M/M Leo Wojtylo

Caravan #261
Eleanore Trantowski
Reno Rimoldi

At Large
M/M Robert Fischer
M/M Robert Fischer
M/M Robert Fischer

Caravan #298
Helen Roberts
Joshua Knight
Rosemary Nienhaus

Caravan #255
Edward Sleyzak (L)

ALHAMBRA
The statistics published above come from the financial records of the International Order of Alhambra and include
Spiritual Gifts received up to May 4, 2016.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here please contact the staff at Headquarters at (410)
242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any error is unintentional.

A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED
TO

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice
way to remember
someone who is
*SOCIABILITY
sick or who has
*HISTORY
died.
*SERVICE
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BEJAR CARAVAN #56 MEMBERS HOST ZOO TRIP AND LUNCH TO GOD’S SPECIAL GUESTS

(Left to Right) SN Paul Stuebben, Mary Archuleta,
DFTM, Grand Commander (GC) Mike Specia,
and SN Tom Stuebben. GC presents $1000 check
to Ms. Archuleta for the Dreams Fulfilled through
Music

Caravan members were successful in feeding all
their guests through three food lines

(Left to Right) Past Grand Commander Robert
Herrera, Co-chairmen, SN Fernando Boccanegra,
are assisting our Head Cook, SN Tom Stuebben.
SN Tom Stuebben and his cooking crew did a
terrific job in feeding over 800 guests

Past Grand Commander Rene Valero directs the
guests thru the three serving lines provided by the
Caravan team

Together we are stronger
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