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Happy Thanksgiving
Merry Christmas
and a Very Happy New Year
During this holiday season remember to ask members of your Parish, Family and Friends to join you in this wonderful charitable organization. Remember that March,
April and May are the Membership Recruitment Months. See VSC Mike Stakem’s article along with Page 4. But we should not restrict ourselves to just 3 months
during the year to increase our membership, it should be every month of the year. The only way that this great organization can thrive is to increase the membership.
I know that there are plenty of places that we can search out new members, we just have to be vigilant in recruiting.
One way that I can think of is the upcoming raffle. When you go out and sell a ticket, ask the person buying it to also join our organization. Hand them the ticket
and a membership application. A lot of us work and have coworkers who would be perfect candidates. And you don’t have to search in your local community, you
have friends and family members who live in other parts of the country. When you are gathering with them this month to celebrate the birth of Jesus, ask them if they
wouldn’t like to be a productive member of their community by joining and then helping God’s Special People.
As you can see there are a number of ways to recruit new members. Don’t let this wonderful organization fall by the wayside, help out by trying to raise our numbers.
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Region V Welcomes a New Caravan in St. Louis Missouri
El Camino Caravan

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

Our Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

From the Desk of the
Supreme Commander

by SC Eddie Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
at esmith5@twmi.rr.com

by Rev. Father Paul Ballien
Father Paul can be reached by e-mail
at pballien@yahoo.com

If you ever go to the movies, particularly an action/adventure type movie, you probably have noticed
that the hero of the movie always has to go through difficult and trying circumstances. They always
have to overcome hardships, danger and setbacks. Of course, that is a big part of the attraction to
these movies. We are all moved by the characters in these movies whose persistence and courage
helped them to overcome great trials so as to be victorious in the end. As entertaining and inspiring
as these movies might be, there is still one thing that is even more inspiring, and that is when we
encounter real life examples of courage and faith.
This is why every November we kick off the month by celebrating All Saints Day. Some saints of
course died for the faith. Some overcame great odds and obstacles to make a positive difference in
people’s lives, such as St. John Bosco who in the 19th century took poor boys off the streets, gave
them an education, taught them about God, and taught them a trade. He also began the Salesian order
which today numbers over 20,000 members, is the third largest missionary organization in the world,
and operates many schools all around the world. He did all this despite opposition from various
political groups and even from some clerics and bishops from within the church.
This is why I always advocate reading up on the lives of the saints for the sake of our spiritual lives.
These are people who were successful in the endeavor of being a true Christian. These are people who
were heroes. They suffered, and yet they persevered without ever quitting. When we look at them, we
are meant to ask, “Could I do that? Could I risk everything for the love of Jesus Christ? How do I live
with that much passion and desire for the well-being of others and the will of God?” When we look
at the lives of the saints, it tells us that it is possible. We can do it. We can be heroic in virtue, with
God’s help. Their lives are witnesses to us that if we give of ourselves over to God, that we really can
be agents of peace, joy, love, hope and optimism in the world.
Our work in the Alhambra can also help us to be these kind of witnesses in the world because one of
the things that we witness to is the inherent value and dignity of every human being. This is a message
that people need to hear now more than ever as we live in a world dominated by hedonism, narcissism
and a loss of faith. We can continue on the work of the saints, which is really Jesus’ work, and be a
ray of hope and joy in people’s lives.
God Bless

First I want to say “Thank You” to all of the newly elected caravan officers. Whether this is a new
position for you or one you have had before, you have accepted the “challenge”. It can and will be
challenging. For all the things that a caravan officer does and is responsible for, it can sometimes
become over whelming. But you have it in your heart to make a difference. You as a divan officer
have volunteered to take that extra step to make your caravan and the Order the best it can be.
Thank you
Why do we do what we do? One of the greatest things on earth is volunteering You give of yourself
and bring with you your life experiences, skills, abilities, compassion, intellect and humor and ask
for nothing in return yet you receive friendship, appreciation and satisfaction.
You volunteer for many different reasons but for whatever reason you volunteer, you provide
support, skills, talents and abilities to give someone hope and strength and the courage to face
another day. You do not ask for accolades.
You give your time generously without any expectation of reward. Yet you receive the reward of
comradeship with other volunteers who you may never have met otherwise. Lasting friendships,
social activities and fun may be just some of the unexpected rewards that you gain from your
volunteering experience. For whatever reason I know we are making a difference, putting smiles
on God’s special children.
Please know that we genuinely appreciate and value your commitment of time to volunteering
with our organization and for this we thank you
“We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by what we give.” — Winston Churchill
This is the time of the year we give thanks for all the things we have, big or small. Whatever
happens in your life, no matter how troubling things might seem, do not enter the neighborhood
of despair. Even when all doors remain closed, God will open up a new path only for you. Be
thankful.
The upcoming year will have many challenges but I am thankful to have all the Sir Nobles and
Lady Nobles there for Alhambra.
During this time of year it’s time for reflection and ask to yourself:
What are we grateful for this year? What are some things you are grateful for from 2015? What
miracles, blessings and gifts have popped into your life? What did you learn that contributes
towards your personal wellness? What did you gain that can benefit you and your family?
As the holiday season is upon us, thank you for being a part of the Alhambra family. Looking back
on the year, didn’t it seem like it flew by in a blink? While it is easy to point out missed goals, time
wasted, and many of life’s other disappointments, it is also just as easy to choose to see the beauty,
the blessings, the gifts and the miracles we’ve received this year.
On behalf of myself and my Sultana Kathleen, we would like to wish everyone a blessed Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
God Bless,
Edward J. Smith
Supreme Commander
Order of Alhambra
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In My Own Words.....
from the Vice-Supreme
Commander

From the Supreme Scribe
by SS Ryan Mullen
Ryan can be reached by e-mail
at 17mullen@gmail.com

by VSC Michael Stakem
Mike can be reached by e-mail
at damvet@atlanticbb.net
In this article and many more to follow, I will address the subject of membership growth in the Order
of Alhambra. Membership in our caravans is the lifeblood of the Order and we need an infusion in
our lifeblood to keep our caravans and the Order strong and viable. The Order of Alhambra does
wonderful work for the intellectually disabled, their teachers and caregivers. This great work begins
with the individual member. So to be able to continue this commitment to “God’s Special People”
our membership MUST grow.

The Meandering Motorist

To have a successful membership thrust in the Order, every member must get involved. We must
be aware of the Catholics that are around us, approach them, tell about the Order of Alhambra, its
purposes and the wonderful work that we are so passionate about. A successful membership drive can
only be accomplished by everyone getting involved.

Professor Zipple says that starting from his home town, he will visit each of the seven places shown,
ending his trip at Madison. Being that he suffers from peculiar compulsions, he will limit his voyage
to four particular moves: one move along the border of the state, one move in the horizontal direction,
and two moves in the vertical direction (but not necessarily in that order). Can you solve his puzzle
and trace his route? There’s a solution at the bottom of this article.

Yes, fall approaches, and with it the swarms of foliage followers eager to catch a glimpse of those
leafy hues. Our good friend Professor Zachariah Zipple, who lives in Marshfield, Wisconsin, was
recently planning his own thulian-hued topiary trip throughout his home state. He outlined his route
in such a way that it formed a puzzle. This can only mean one thing – another game for the kiddies!

For the first task I am going to ask each new Grand Commander to send me a membership plan for
their caravan. Included in this plan I would like to see at least three ideas of how your caravan plans
to recruit new members. I will gather these plans and distribute your innovative ideas to all caravans.
I would like to receive this report by January 30, 2016. This report can be sent via US mail to: 828
Camden Ave., Cumberland, MD 21502 or e-mail: damvet@atlanticbb.net . Please also send a copy
of this report to the Supreme Director of your region.
The next thing we are going to do is have a holiday membership drive with an award going to the
member bringing in the most new members by January 1, 2016.
The months of March, April and May will be our official membership drive months. “More
Alhambra Members” in March, April, May. At the end of this three month membership drive there
will be awards presented in each region for the most new members.
I would like our new membership slogan to be:
MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS BEGINS WITH THE NEXT NEW MEMBER
By the time you receive the current issue of the Alhambran we will be into the holiday season. On
behalf of Diane and I, we would like to extend to all the Sir Nobles, Lady Nobles and Sultanas best
wishes for a glorious holiday season that is blessed with the spirit of the newborn Christ Child.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

For those of you who don’t have a flat eye yet, here is this week’s selection of Moorish poetry from the
personal compendium of the Supreme Scribe. It was written in the city of Lorca in the 12th century
by the Moorish poet Ibn al-Hajj, and is entitled, “CLEMENCY.”
The more he strives to injure me
The greater is my clemency:
So when the wick is cut, it’s light
Shines all the clearer through the night.
PUZZLE SOLUTION: Start at Marshfield, go North to Ironbelt, thence to the border and around the border to the left until you are North of Oshkosh. Proceed South until you are
East of Madison, then head West.
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Awards will be presented in each region for the most
new members
Vice Supreme Commander Michael Stakem
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(H) 951-659-2706 (C) 303-319-6550
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The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
Well it’s that time of the year, colder weather for us in the northern regions of the country,
time to break out the cold weather gear and watch the snow fly. It is also a wonderful time
of the year when we get to celebrate the birth of Jesus. I , myself, always look forward to
being able to gather with family and friends and enjoy each other’s company.
I know that most of the Caravans will be holding parties for God’s Special People and also
gathering together as a Caravan family. I am looking forward to receiving a lot of articles
about the parties and events within the Caravan. I don’t know what happened this period of
time when I needed information from the areas of the country and Canada but the articles
and pictures were few and far between. Please make sure that you get me your events and
pictures of them so that I can fill the newsletter.
I have started a new thing with this issue, highlighting a Caravan or Region and putting
as much as possible for them. This issue highlights a Caravan that has always been
very active in their area, Porto Caravan #104 along with Porto Charities. This group of
Alhambrans every year participate with Bishop Loverde in October for the Disabilities
Mass. Elsewhere in this issue you will find information about the Mass along with other
activities that they are involved in. For future issues I would love to get a large write-up
about other very active Caravans so we can show the country what we are doing for the
community and God’s Special People.
Also you will find small articles that I have found in past Caravan Newsletters that weren’t
published at that time.
I do sincerely hope that everyone has an enjoyable Christmas Season and that you welcome
2016 healthy and happy.
I will close with another apology for this issue being later than I wanted. Your Editor was
under with a problem with a huge build up of fluids in my head which the Doctor couldn’t
determine the cause. I was bedridden for over 2 weeks and still have not fully recovered.
Please keep your prayers coming so that I do get back to full health. In the meantime I am
keeping away from others just in case it is contagious, don’t want others to get to feeling
as strange as I have.
Merry Christmas to all of my fellow Alhambrans and their family. Let us Rejoice that
Jesus came into this world to forgive all of us and may God bless the world in these trying
times. It is scary to turn on the news and see the devastation going on in the Middle East
and other areas.
God Bless us all during these next months and years to come.

EDITOR
Mike Carpenter, ID
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(e-mail) denise@orderofalhambra.org
WEBSITE CHAIRMAN
PGC Eric Griffin
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: MSGR Ricardo Bass
WEBSITE
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NEW MEMBERS
Muret Caravan #68

Baza Caravan #78

Vivat Caravan #266

El Camino Caravan #270

John Sasser, III

Bishop Michael Mulvey

Carmona Caravan #75

Toloza Caravan #81

Rev. Edward T. Estok, Jr.
Corey M. Gareau
Anthony M. Leone
Joshua W. Theaker
Keith S. Sterley

Jacques Grenier p.m.e.

Paul Brown
Pamela Brown
Jerry West
Mark S. Moore

Christy Hagan
Ryan Hagan
Nick Kheriaty
Sarah Kheriaty
Matthew Meyers
Maura Meyers

Ben Ziri Caravan #218
Tony Charity

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
Necrology
Alcala Caravan #16

Carmona Caravan #75

Braga Caravan #114

Malaga Caravan #188

SN Angelo J. De Guilimi
SN Samuel A. Culotta

SN Steve A. Hrestak
PGC Joseph F. Paratore
SN William Tighe

SN Douglas M. Peitzsch

PGC Dennis A. Giveins

Aben Zoar #133

Guadalupe Caravan #234

Galicia Caravan #77

PGC Robert Rothermel

PGC Benjamin F. Floyd

SN Joseph G. Gagnon

Barcelona Caravan #143

Diego Caravan #255

Baza Caravan #78

SN Edward J. Dzenko
SN Leonard F. Walusky

Most Rev John J. Nevins

Darro Caravan #29
SN Woodrow Richoux
Bejar Caravan #56
SN Martin Bauml Jr.
SN Jesse T. Garza
SN Sam B. Monaco
SN Robert E. Sefcik
PRD Gus M. Wueste
Oran Caravan #67
PGC Stephen F. Farry

SN John B. Boyd
Alva Caravan #91
SN Alberto R. Garcia
Lugo Caravan #113
SN Ernest Daly

Cortez Caravan #267

Vigo Caravan #151

SN Wayne J. McWhorter

SN John R. Corcoran

Aragon Caravan #268

Alcazaba Caravan #162

Nellis Paul

Rev. Mons. Joseph Sach,Ph

Muret Caravan #68

Algarva Caravan #168

SN Mark A. Gulotta

SN John Kelders

Member-at-Large #298
SN Donald R. Leporte

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
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Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed quarterly to the officers and members of the International
Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. November 2015 - January 2016
3. Published quarterly (Feb, May, Aug, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
5. Volume 59, No. 4

Supreme Advocate’s Voice
by Supreme Advocate, Edward Fiorella, PSC
Ed can be reached by email
at ed.fiorella@cox.net

I am anxious to write my first column since the San Diego Convention. I wish to thank all the members who attended the Supreme Divan meeting and supported my candidacy. I am honored to serve as a
member of the Council of Viziers. I thank all of the Past Supreme Advocates for their guidance and wisdom over the years. Their leadership and direction are welcome and invaluable.
My duties and responsibilities as a member of the Council of Viziers and your Supreme Advocate are defined in our governing documents in the Bylaws section of Al Sunna. I shall enumerate some of my
most important duties.
Primarily, I am charged with rendering the official interpretation of all provisions of the governing documents of the Order. No other member of the Council of Viziers has this responsibility. It is a duty,
responsibility and obligation which I take seriously on behalf of the membership of the Order of Alhambra. I am also the legal advisor to the Supreme Commander, Council of Viziers, Executive Committee
and the Secretariat.
In addition, I am charged with representing the Order in matters which may be concerned in courts of law, settlement of claims or other matters. In the event that specialized legal representation beyond my
competence or jurisdiction is needed, I shall seek and recommend suitable legal assistance.
I serve as chairman of any committee appointed by the Supreme Commander to revise the governing documents of the Order. The Supreme Advocate also reviews, approves or disapproves all contracts,
leases and agreements which may bind the Order or its components in any manner whatsoever. I receive, approve or disapprove Caravan and Council of Caravan bylaws and protect the trademark
registrations in the United States and Canada.
It is important for all members of the Order, regardless of rank or position, to know that your Supreme Advocate is available to you and will answer your questions relating to interpretation of regulations or
legalities as concerns your status as a member of the Order. Further, I would ask that any question you may have regarding Caravan or Council of Caravan matters be first reviewed and hopefully resolved
by your elected Caravan Grand Advocate.
Your Grand Advocate should first send all correspondence to the Secretariat. You can always leave a message for me at our toll free telephone number: 1-800-478-2946. In all cases, I wish to remain available
to you as we move forward in the Order of Alhambra.
I wish all members of the Order of Alhambra a very Happy Thanksgiving, a very Blessed Merry Christmas and a Blessed Happy New Year. May the Lord Bless us all and may God Bless The United States
of America.
Fraternally,
Edward Fiorella, PSC
Supreme Advocate

Deadlines for the next three issues are
Issue Date
February/April
May/July
August/October

Deadline Date
January 20
April 20
July 20

Press Date
February 1
May 1
August 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail and let me know what format you would like to use and I will let you know if I can handle
that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent as attachments to the e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell me what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should know about.
Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one. You may discover
something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of the membership. Remember that this publication is only as good as you can make it.
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ORDER OF ALHAMBRA CARAVAN INFORMATION PAGE
CARAVAN INSURANCE COVERAGE
As many of you have heard in the recent past, the Order of Alhambra has changed the insurance
company that covers all of our insurance needs. As a result of this there is a new method of
requesting coverage for your Caravan functions. To request a Certificate of Coverage for any of
your events please follow the instructions below:
E-mail to service@mcdole.com (Preferred Method);
Fax McDole Edge Corporation at 1-410-982-0060; or
Call McDole Edge Corporation at 1-800-774-6671.
When requesting coverage include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

REVISIONS TO THE “ NEW MEMBERSHIP
PROGRAM” AND “THE MATCHING GRANT
PROGRAM”
At the Council of Viziers meeting in July 2014 there were modifications made to the” New
Members and Matching Grant Programs”. Please log onto our website: www.orderalhambra.org
to read the revisions. Go to member section and you will then find them listed under membership
forms. Thank you.

Latest News from Home Office
The sashes for the Lady Nobles are available. Go to the Order’s website for order forms
and prices. They take 4 - 6 weeks to arrive after ordering.

Name and Number of the Caravan
Name of the Event
Date of the Event
Host names

The fez company has made a change. They will no longer place stamped names inside of
the fez, embroidery only at $6.50 each. Also the shipping cost has increased to $17.00.

There may be other information required, be ready to provide it when asked.

CURRENT ALHAMBRA FUND RAISING PROGRAMS
ALHAMBRA DONATIONS

DONATIONS RECEIVED
St. Francis Pin

There are numerous ways that you can make a donation to the Order of Alhambra. Listed below are
some of the means to make a donation:
1 - Helping Hand Pin - $100
2 - Helping Hand Charm 10K Gold - $150
3 - Helping Hand Tie Tack - $100
4 - Scallop Shell Pin - $100
5 - Scallop Shell Charm - $100
6 - Scallop Shell Tie Tack - $100
7 - Memorial Plaque - $150
8 - Appreciation Plaque - $150
9 - Plaque - $100
10 - 365 Club
11 - Canister
12 - Charity Contribution
13 - General Contribution
14 - Research Contribution
15 - Scholarship Contribution
16 - St. Francis Fez Pin - $100
17 - St. Francis Pendant - $100
18 - St. Francis Gold Pendant - $150
All donations go to the Charity Fund except the St. Francis items. Those can be donated to the
Charity Fund or the General Fund. You designate which fund is to receive the monies when you
order them. For items 10 through 15 you decide how much you wish to donate.
The form to order or donate is located on the Order’s Website. Click on members then scroll down
to the Contributions Form and click. Fill this form out and mail to home office with your check. If
you don’t have access to the website call home office and Denise will mail you a form.

Alejandro C. Gomez

		

Alamo Caravan#269

MILESTONES
Life Membership
Alfred Hesse			
Carlos L. Hernandez		
Geraldo L. Camacho		

Baza Caravan #78
Guadalupe Caravan #234
Guadalupe Caravan #234

CONGRATULATIONS
Membership Pins
Dennis Dopke		
Maxium Morrow		
John A. Wagner		

Denia Caravan #196
Denia Caravan #196
Denia Caravan #196

Triple Jeweled Pin
Double Jeweled Pin
Double Jeweled Pin

NEW MEMBERSHIP, REINSTATEMENT
AND TRANSFER FORMS AVAILABLE
The membership form, reinstatement form and transfer form have been updated and are available
for you to use. Go to the Order’s Website and click on members, enter the password, then click
on “Membership Application” or “To reinstate a member who is no longer active, fill out the
following form” or “To transfer from one Caravan to another, fill out the following form”. You
must print these out and either type in or clearly handwrite the information on the form. Follow
the instructions on the bottom of the form and submit to Home Office.

CARAVAN TAX ASSISTANCE
If there are tax concerns for any Caravan you can contact SN Dennis Brose at brosetax@aol.com
or call him at (443) 575-6445. There may be a nominal charge for his assistance.
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PORTO CARAVAN #104 and PORTO CHARITIES
HOUSING FOR LIFE REPORT
Over the past several years, Porto Caravan #104 and Porto Charities addressed the need to create housing opportunities for young adults
with intellectual disabilities wanting to live on their own. Through the success of programs we supported, such as Paul VI Options
and George Mason University’s Learning Into Future Environments, students learned to take transportation, gained employment and, most
of all, achieved independence.
We conducted many seminars, workshops and meetings which were attended by over 200 interested families. The financial costs to fund
housing proved to be quite high, requiring lots of manpower, logistics and funds. As we traveled up and down the East Coast, however, we
visited successful models. Thereafter, we were able to encourage and guide local families to invest in their young adults’ future happiness
and independence.
Since the fall of 2013, ten families have purchased or are renting homes near George Mason University with entertainment, shopping,
transportation and athletic activities within walking distance. Eight homes house 23 employed adults with overnight support living a very
healthy, enjoyable, independent life with great success. Three additional homes rent to thirteen GMU LIFE students. These will become
independent adult homes over the next several years.
Porto 104 and Porto Charities were the leaders encouraging families to think outside of the box and providing the means to make this
happen. We have now created a very strong working model to provide “Housing for Life.”
Leo Alonso, President
Porto Charities, Inc.

Celebrating Disabilities Awareness Month
NUMBER OF EXPANDED SERVICES/OPTIONS PROGRAMS DOUBLES FOR 2015 SCHOOL YEAR
This past week, three new special education programs opened in Diocesan schools doubling the number of these programs from three to six. Schools on board beginning September 8th were St. Charles
Preschool and Bishop D.J. O’Connell High School both in Arlington and Holy Spirit in Burke (1st to 8th grades). With the leadership and support of Bishop Loverde and the Office of Catholic Schools,
members of the International Order of Alhambra’s Porto 104 and Porto Charities, Inc. (PCI) continue to be the driving force promoting a Catholic education for all of God’s children.
The ﬁrst special education/inclusion model was opened by the Arlington Catholic Diocese at Paul VI High School in Fairfax in the fall of 1998 with six students. This nationally renowned Options program
is now starting its seventeenth year and serves 16 students. St. John Paul the Great followed suit creating its own Options program in 2009 and currently serves six students. Additionally, the St. Mark’s
Evangelist Program opened in 2009 serving six elementary age students.
Porto 104 members founded St. Coletta School for the Disabled in 1962. They raised funds yearly with sponsorship of an annual Ball and newspaper recycling efforts. With the founding of the Arlington
Diocese in 1974, Bishop Welsh permitted Porto 104 to collect funds after masses outside of its twelve parishes in support of St. Coletta’s. As the Diocese grew, in 1986 Bishop Welsh allowed Porto 104 to
hold an annual second collection at parishes whose pastors volunteered to participate. In this manner, the Special Kids/Special Needs collection was born. It continues to be maintained and encouraged
by Bishop Loverde
.
In 1998, members of Porto 104/Porto Charities, Inc. were instrumental in the founding of the Options program at Paul VI High School. At the time, this was only the second program of its kind in the nation.
Our members will continue to encourage our Catholic Diocesan schools to open such programs in ALL OF OUR SCHOOLS. These programs are costly and require more funds to keep tuition levels the
same for everyone. Porto and PCI have provided $43,500 to the three newly created programs through the Special Kids/ Special Needs collection and have committed to continue their ﬁnancial support in
future years.
Parishioners: Let your views be known to your principals and pastors that you desire to have a Catholic education available to all in your parish school, including those with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. Ask for them to participate in the annual Special Kids/Special Needs collection. These special programs have benefited the school population greatly with many students participating as peer
mentors to those less fortunate. As a result of this involvement, many have chosen special education as their ﬁeld of study in college. It is a WIN/WIN situation for all.
For more information, contact Bill Dalgetty (bdalgetty@cox.net) or Leo Alonso (bettyleo@aol.com)

Options
Innovative Inclusive
Founded in 1962, we represent and serve over 16,000 individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities such as autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, and rare chromosomal disorders and their
families. Our programs, services, and advocacy provide critical support throughout their entire lifespan.
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PORTO CARAVAN #104
DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH
ENCOURAGE AND TEACH WITH PATIENCE
The following homily was given by Bishop Paul S. Loverde on October 4, 2015, the Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Commemorating “Disabilities Awareness Month” at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church, Vienna, Virginia.
Readings: cycle B
Partners with God’s “Special Angels”
Two dominant themes stand out in today’s scripture readings: the meaning of marriage as intended by God and the inestimable dignity and worth of children. I invite us to reflect on both, beginning with
the second theme I mentioned.
What a touching scene projected before us in the second part of today’s gospel account! People bringing their children to Jesus so that they could be touched by Him and Jesus’ loving embrace of them,
and giving them His blessing, despite the disciples’ attempt to keep them away from their Master.
This gospel scene reminds me of a scene on Saturday, September 26th, during Pope Francis’ arrival at the Philadelphia airport. Our Holy Father had been greeted by various officials, both religious and
civil, and was seated in the Fiat car which he uses. We then saw him talking and gesturing to the gentlemen walking alongside the car; then, the car stopped, Pope Francis stepped out and walked over to a
young man in a wheelchair surrounded by his mother, family members and several religious sisters. He bent over, hugged the man, spoke to him and to his mother, and then to the sisters before returning
to the Fiat. What a moving scene! The young man’s family was in tears and so was I.
That airport scene comes alive tonight as we take part in this annual Mass Commemorating Disabilities Awareness Month. We do so, not only to heighten the awareness of those among us with disabilities,
but also to hold them in prayer, to embrace them with the affection and love of Jesus Christ, and to seek the Lord’s unfailing assistance for those who care for these special gifts of God in our midst. In a
special way, I thank the officers and members of the Order of Alhambra, Porto 104, for all they are and do for these brothers and sisters of ours, and I lift up to the Lord their parents, family members and
others who make the presence of the Lord Jesus so tangible to these “little ones.” Let me conclude this first part of our reflection, sharing what Pope Francis said when he met with the sick and disabled
children assisted at the Seraphic Institute in Assisi, 2 years ago, on the very date, the day when we recall Saint Francis of Assisi, “Serving with love and tenderness those who are in great need helps us to
grow in humanity because they are true resources of humanity. St. Francis was a rich young man, he had ideals for glory but Jesus, in the person of a leper, spoke to him in silence and he changed him, he
made him understand what truly mattered in life: not wealth, nor power of weapons, nor earthly glory, but humility, mercy and forgiveness: (Meeting with the Sick and Disabled Children Assisted at the Seraphic
Institute, Assisi, October 4, 2013).
The First theme I mentioned, so dominant as well in today’s scripture readings, is the meaning of marriage as God intends. In both the first reading from the book of Genesis and in the Gospel account from
Saint Mark, we hear God’s word about the gift of marriage, summed up so concisely by Jesus when he said, “...from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. ‘For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate.”
In those four sentences, Jesus defines what we, His followers, hold dear about marriage. Let us briefly unpack what Our Lord is saying.
First, when Jesus said, “From the beginning, God made them male and female,” He reminds us that God established marriage as an essential part of His plan for humanity. The first reading reminds us that
after God created Adam, He said, “It is not good for man to be alone,” so He formed Eve from the rib of Adam as the perfect match for Adam. As man and woman, they would be united, side-by-side, as
husband and wife, and through this first couple, God showed how marriage between a man and a woman is the cornerstone for society and the Church.
Jesus revealed another truth when he stated, “So they are no longer two, but one flesh,” He spoke of not just a physical, life-giving reality of the marital embrace, but also of the emotional and spiritual reality
that unites a husband and wife in marriage. It is within marriage that a man and woman learn to live not just for themselves, but for each other. As husband and wife they learn how to love sacrificially, to
offer themselves up for each other. In that self-gift, the two become one, and the longer they are together, the deeper their love becomes, and the more they are united as one in that bond of love.
When Our Lord said, “Therefore, what God has joined together, no human being must separate,” He confirms what we know about the permanence of marriage, that is, that marriage is for life, a yolk of
love that provides a stable foundation for the husband and wife, as well as for the children God may provide as the fruit of their love.
Finally, there is one more detail that Jesus offers about marriage that might be easy to overlook. Jesus said that “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife.” Why would Jesus add
this detail about the man leaving his parents before getting married? One reason is that it clarifies the primacy of the marriage relationship, a unique bond between husband and wife that takes precedence
over all of the other relationships in their lives, except for their relationship with God. But through this statement Jesus also highlights that a healthy husband and wife are themselves products of healthy
families, families that form children to be selfless, sacrificial, faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Such children are prepared to be husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, for they know the beauty of the
family, the family that formed them into the Christian that they are.
Last week, we Americans welcomed Pope Francis with great joy and excitement here in Washington, DC, New York City, and finally Philadelphia, which was his primary destination. It was in Philadelphia
that he attended the World Meeting of Families, a gathering to promote and celebrate the gift that is the family. While there, Pope Francis spoke from the heart about the beauty – and the struggle – of
the family, saying, “All of the love that God has in himself, all the beauty that he has in himself,… he entrusts to the family. A family is truly a family when it is capable of opening its arms to receive all
that love... In families, there are difficulties, but those difficulties are resolved by love. Hatred doesn’t resolve any difficulty, division of hearts do not resolve difficulties. Only love is capable of resolving
difficulty” (Closing Remarks at the Festival of Families, World Meeting of Families, September 26, 2015). And the love of which Pope Francis speaks is the love anchored in God, because God is love, the love revealed
by Jesus Christ, Who died out of love for us, love that is self-giving, self-sacrificial, love transformed by the Lord Jesus.
It is the this kind of love that gives life and meaning to those with disabilities, these special gifts to us from the Lord, these “little ones” entrusted into our loving care that we may be to them the tangible
presence of the Lord Jesus, who continues to say: “Let the children come to me, do not prevent them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” And within marriage, understood and lived as God
intends in the natural law of creation and in – His Word, within marriage, these special gifts God-and, indeed all of us, experience love that truly is life – giving and life-sustaining in good times and in bad,
until our journey ends and through God’s mercy we see the God Who is love face to face forever.

The Alhambran 10

FAITH DRIVES MOTHER-DAUGHTER SPECIAL ED DUO
Chris and Mary Desmarais are dedicated to helping students with intellectual disabilities thrive
They interrupt one another and finish each other’s sentences. They laugh easily and cry every now and then. Chris and Mary Desmarais have the unmistakable dynamic of a strong mother-daughter
relationship — one built on a common passion for special education and, most importantly, their Catholic faith.
“The faith my mom has shared is a huge gift,” said Mary, sitting with her mom in a classroom at Bishop O’Connell High School in Arlington, where she’s in her first year teaching Expanded Services.
Expanded Services is new to O’Connell and integrates students with intellectual disabilities into the school.
For more than a decade, Chris has worked at Paul VI Catholic High School in Fairfax as director of Options, a comprehensive special education program.
The duo’s parallel careers began with a person dear to them both: Chris’ goddaughter and Mary’s cousin, Maddie, who has Down syndrome.
“She has such a compassionate and spiritual nature,” said Chris. “And she’s very genuine,” Mary added.
Maddie, now 25, is “so like me in many ways,” said Mary. “I saw the similarities more than her differences, and I connected on that level.”
It’s her spirit not Down syndrome that makes her unique, they said, but she opened their eyes to an important population.
In the summer of 2003, Chris, who has a background in psychology, felt it would be fulfilling “to work with a population of individuals (whom) I thought I could serve academically, but also learn from.”
So, with some urging from the Paul VI Options director, Chris began taking graduate classes in special education. That fall she started teaching in the Paul VI Options Program, now in its 17th year. Chris
was named director a year and a half later, and she went on to earn her master’s in Catholic school leadership and administration from Marymount University in Arlington.
According to Chris, there’s a growing push in Catholic schools to reach students with intellectual disabilities. As part of that trend, O’Connell launched Expanded Services this year, with Mary as its first
teacher. Students receive support in the classroom and individual or small-group instruction when needed.
Mary insists her career choice did not emerge out of “a desire to follow in my mom’s footsteps,” and her mother agreed. Instead, it was a personal and circuitous path.
While a student at Paul VI, Mary was an Options peer mentor, and she considered pursing special education in college. But plans changed and she graduated from the University of Scranton, a Jesuit school
in Pennsylvania, with a degree in marketing.
After a short stint in marketing, she realized she needed to go with her gut and went back to school to earn her master’s in special education.
“Sometimes you just know you’re supposed to do something, and you just have to go with it,” she said.
Although she didn’t intend to replicate her mom’s career path, Mary said her mother helped set her spiritual compass — and that has informed all parts of her life.
Growing up, Mary recalls her mother squeezing in a prayer wherever and whenever she could: before driving or eating, when she washed her hands and when she heard an ambulance in the distance.
“She’s got me on this big prayer kick,” said Mary. “She’s got me praying more, and this summer I stated going to daily Mass with her.”
Now Mary attends Mass whenever she gets the chance. “I probably wouldn’t have done that without her influence,” she said.
Mother and daughter studied in the halls of Catholic schools for a total of 36 years, and teaching at O’Connell and Paul VI allows them to share the formation they are so grateful for.
Catholic schools are “in our genes,” said Chris.
“I love being in a place where you can talk about God, talk about prayer,” Mary said. “It’s something I bring with me every day into the classroom.”
Neither Mary nor Chris can talk about their job without beaming.
“Working with people with intellectual disabilities, it’s not just about the students; it’s a gift to the entire community,” said Chris. “Everybody learns, everybody grows, and everybody becomes a little more
compassionate.”
Student mentors at both schools are a special part of their work.
“Teens get a bad rap, but sometimes I call my mom and tell her, ‘The peer mentors are just wonderful,’” said Mary. “I’m not the emotional one, but oh my gosh, there are some good souls here.”
With similar jobs, Chris and Mary regularly swap ideas and resources. Mary’s sister, Annie, is a teacher at Paul VI, so family gatherings regularly turn into lively discussions about education.
“My poor father,” said Mary, laughing.
Looking over at her daughter, Chris said she’s proud of Mary not because they have the same dedication to special education, but because she’s fulfilling her vocation as a teacher so beautifully.
“She made career choices that were hard to make and knew there would be challenges and sacrifices ahead,” said Chris. “I can hear the joy in her voice. I see her energy and enthusiasm for what she’s doing.
I think as a parent, you can’t want a whole lot more for a son or daughter than that.”
To keep in mind
Mary and Chris Desmarais offered suggestions for interacting with or speaking about people with intellectual disabilities:
Use people-first language, which emphasizes the person, not the disability. For example, instead of saying, “an autistic,” say, “a person with autism.”
“Our words and the meanings we attach to them create attitudes, drive social policies and laws, influence our feelings and decisions, and affect people’s daily lives,” states The Arc, an advocacy group for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Don’t make assumptions. “People often make assumptions about those with intellectual disabilities,” said Chris. Don’t presume they don’t understand what you’re saying, can’t hear you or don’t have the
same desires or likes as you. “They really are more like you than you think,” she said.
“Get to know them as individuals, just like you would get to know anybody else,” added Mary.
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OCEAN CITY ALHAMBRA GET TOGETHER
DATE: THURSDAY OCTOBER 6TH, 2016 SUNDAY OCTOBER 9TH, 2016
PLACE: OCEAN CITY MARYLAND, HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL,
ON THE BEACH - 1-888-465-3451 (TOLL FREE) ASK FOR PAT AMBLER OR HER ASSISTANT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PSC ED FIORELLA
757-362-9225
BECAUSE OF ALL THE EVENTS HAPPENING IN OCEAN CITY
YOU NEED TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE, STARTING NOVEMBER 1, 2015
ROOMS FILL UP FAST
WAMBA HAS AGAIN AGREED TO HOST THE HOSPITALITY
ROOM AS THEY HAVE IN THE PAST - AS ALWAYS THANKS
WAMBA FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
VISIT OCEAN CITY DOWNS CASINO ONLY 10 MINUTES FROM
THE HOTEL
PADUL WILL AGAIN SPONSOR THE HORSE RACING IN THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM
THE BOARDWALK WILL AGAIN FEATURE THE ENDLESS
CRUISIN. COME ON OUT AND ENJOY OVER 2,000 RODS, CUSTOM
CARS, CLASSICS, TRICK TRUCKS, PLUS THE PARADES WHICH
TAKE PLACE DURING THE WEEK-END
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY THE WEEKEND EVEN IF THE
WEATHER IS BAD - IT JUST A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALLREMEMBERING ALL THE GOOD TIMES WE HAVE HAD IN THE
PAST
DUE TO THE LOSS OF OUR GREAT FRIEND AND CHAPLAIN FR.
“K” THERE IS A 5:15 PM MASS AT ST. MARY’S STAR OF THE SEA
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Galicia Caravan Life Handicapped Outdoors Fishing Derby
On June 28 Galicia Caravan #77 sponsored the Annual Outdoors Fishing Derby for God’s Special
People.

REGION III HOLDS INTERNATIONAL HORSE RACING
COMPETITION IN OCEAN CITY
						
Every year many members attend the Get Together week end in Ocean City. This is a good opportunity to meet other members, relax, look at the old car parade on the boardwalk, have a night of fun with
the famous horse races and enjoy the hospitality suite courtesy of Wamba Caravan. This year our Supreme Advocate Ed Fiorella had the great idea to make the 7th and last race, the International horse
race as 3 Canadian Ladies Noble were in attendance. The Canadian horses started well but in the stretch the US jockeys pushed their horses to the limit to win the first International competition. Supreme
Chamberlain Gilles Benard has promised to better train Canadian jockeys and horses so that they will win next year.
It is strongly recommended to make your hotel reservation immediately as October 6 - 8th 2016 is a busy period for the hotel with the car parade taking place at the same time. Please call (888) 465-3451
to make your reservation and ensure to enjoy a great week end.
P.S. The only drawback this year was to learn that Father “K” had passed away. He was a missionary priest in South Africa. He was adjusting his once a year visit to USA to celebrate the Saturday Mass.
Please keep him in your prayers.

USA Lane 1		
Sultana Diane Stakem

USA Lane 2		
Sultana Noreen Kresinske

USA Lane 3			
Sultana Mary Moberg

Supreme Advocate Ed Fiorella and SD J.R. Black preparing for the next race

Canada Lane 4
Canada Lane 5
Canada Lane 6
Lady Noble Fern. St-Pierre Lady Noble Suzanne Trudeau Lady Noble Danielle Lambert

		

SD Tom Wall thinking “Hurry up I have a winning ticket”			

Behind the scene working hard to give us a great time PGC Gerry Mathei with
Sultana Peggy and PGC Joseph Beck
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October 17th Darro Caravan #29 held it’s first Halloween dinner/
dance for about 150 of “God’s Special Costumed Children”. We had
witches, clowns, turtles, zombies and, if you really look close, I really
think you will see that “Elvis” was in the building. Thanks go out
to our Sir Nobles, Sultanas and all who made this event a compete
success. No reason why more Caravans should be doing this for our
Special Children. Need details, give me a call. Coach Bob Stevens
SD Region IV.
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Well we did it again. Our 25th “Picnic in the Park” was the
biggest picnic so far. With over 500 of “God’s Special Children”
and their teachers and caretakers partaking of the rides, food,
and the Darro D.J. a great time was had by all. A special thank
you goes out to all Sir Nobles, Sultanas, volunteers, and guest
who helped make this so successful. Thanks go out to our
Caravans from the Coast who brought some guest and workers.
This event gets bigger every year.

Caravans
Darro Caravan #29 teamed up with Vivat Caravan to host
a night out with the Zephyrs. The good news was that the
attendees enjoyed a night of food, beverages, (adult camel’s
milk), and fun the “entire” night. The bad news was that
this was the longest game of the year with the home team
winning in the bottom of the 16th inning. Like true troopers
we stayed till the end. A great fireworks display capped off
the night, around 11:45 PM, just under the cutoff time.

in Action

On August 24th Galicia Caravan #77 held their Annual Caravan Picnic

During the weekend of November 14 - 15 St. Francis Camp
held their annual Fall Cleanup. During this weekend they
cleaned up the camp along with installing new windows
in the Director’s House and putting in a ramp on the main
building.

SC Ed Smith and First Lady Kathleen helping out at the
cleanup.

Climbing Wall

New windows

New ramp
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
All caravans in Region I are actively helping God’s Special People. Look in the next issue for their
Christmas Party pictures.

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St., Apt 1017
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Abd Er Rahman # 1 Brooklyn, NY
Edwin Arriaga Eminent Grand Commander
Lenny Assante Annual Picnic to be held October 17, 2015 at the Dawson Manor in Queens the
Caravan expects over 150 guests from Hostels run by Catholic Charities.
Congratulations and best wishes to Edwin Arriaga Grand Commander and his divan for the 20152016 fraternal year.

SPECIAL INFORMATION
CONCERNING INSURANCE
PROGRAM
There has been some misunderstanding when caravans are contacting our insurance company.
The following information has come directly from the insurance company.
The “Certificate of Insurance Request Form” is posted on the Alhambra Website.
1. If the place the Caravan’s event is being held and request a certificate of insurance ( Proof
of Coverage) this form would apply.
2. As long as the event is being done for the Order of Alhambra benefit, the liability policy
would also apply.
The insurance company is basically saying:
The only time you need a “Certificate of Coverage”, is when the place you are holding the
Order of Alhambra function requires one.
If there is no request for a “Certificate of Coverage” from the place you are holding your
function, your function will still be covered under our insurance plan as long as it is benefiting
the Order of Alhambra only.
It is very important that the “Certificate of Insurance Request Form” is used and faxed or
e-mailed only. The fax number and e-mail address is listed on the form. If you do not have a
fax or an e-mail, we are suggesting you go to a store that allows you to fax or perhaps get a
member of your caravan to submit this for you. We are sorry for any inconvenience.
By following these instructions, this will make the flow of receiving your “Certificate of
Coverage” in a timely fashion as well as preventing any mistakes that may otherwise happen
if this information was placed over the phone.

Alhamar Caravan # 4 Incorporated Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Eminent Grand Commander
The Caravan’s annual Festival held August 2015 honoree Regina Zapotoczny LPN Health services
coordinator at St. Joseph’s center Swyorsville, Pa. All present had a wonderful time. Alhamar’s
election of Divan officers takes place the 2nd Wednesday of October and Installation of the officers
usually takes place the 2nd Wednesday in November. The Christmas Social for the Sir Nobles, Lady
Nobles and Sultanas takes place after the Caravan meeting the 2nd Wednesday in December. . The
Caravan takes Santa, gifts and sings Christmas Carols at White Haven Center and Alhamars Alhambra
House at St. Joseph’s Center Scranton, Pa. Congratulations to Paul S. Makuch and his divan for the
2015-16 fraternal year.
Cordova Caravan # 26 Incorporated Buffalo, NY
Carl Lombardo Eminent Grand Commander
Carl Lombardo GC said elections of grand divan is set for the Caravan meeting October 20, 2015
and if you would like to serve on the grand divan let the nominating committee know or himself. Carl
said all nominations well be accepted from the floor. “Christmas in September” spaghetti social was
held September 15, 2015, socializing and refreshments were available. God’s special children at the
Cantalician Center benefit from the gifts given at the event.
Sultana Social Club News
Sultana Marge Cole is planning a luncheon at the Ramada Inn, The Embers 2402 N. Forest Rd.
Getzville, NY on October 28, 2015 at 1:00PM. RSVP with Sultana Marge by October 25.
Thought for the month of September; “It costs so little to teach a child to love, and so much to teach
him to hate”. -Father Flanagan (boys town)
Thought for the month of October; Baseball pitcher Satchel Page once said of aging; “How old would
you be if you didn’t know how old you were?” For many folks the answer was quite a bit younger than
their years.
Chairman Marilyn Robinson
Aurora Caravan #55 Clifton, NJ
Frank Coccaro Eminent Grand Commander
Aurora 55 is holding their Halloween Party October 28, 2015 at the Athenia Veterans Post for God’s
special kids. Pizza will be served and entertainment provided. Also a balloon maker will be making all
different animals for the clients. Congratulations and best wishes to Frank Coccaro Grand Commander
and his divan for the 2015-2016 fraternal year!
Congratulations and best wishes for strong leadership to our new Supreme Chaplain Paul Ballien,
Edward Smith Supreme Commander and their new supreme divan.
The San Diego convention was one of the best organized I have ever attended!
Grand Commanders or Scribes please try to communicate with your membership by e-mails and keep
members in the loop!
Wishing all Sir Nobles, Lady Nobles, Sultans and Sultanas a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
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Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.

Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Steven Kunath
4237 Jefferson Oaks Circle - Apt F
Fairfax, VA 22033-4072
(H) 540-327-0302
skunath@gmail.com
Greetings and salutations fellow Alhambrans! As this is my first official communication as
Supreme Director I would like to thank my predecessor, our current Vice Supreme Commander
Mike Stakem, for all the work he has put in over the years in directing Region III. My hope is
to build upon the foundation laid by Mike and his predecessors in sustaining and growing this
region.
One item I would like to share is that I had the pleasure of attending the Region III Get Together
at Ocean City, Maryland on October 10th. It was very encouraging to see so many members of
the region in attendance as well as numerous members from other regions and even countries.
If memory serves we had 6 Supreme Officers in attendance. While I was only there for a day,
I could sense the camaraderie amongst the many members there. Truly it was a sight to behold.
While much merriment was had at the Get Together, I would like to bring up a concern expressed
at the regional meeting. At some point during the get together some Alhambrans retreated to
a nearby watering hole and noticed that there was a disparaging article concerning the pope
posted in a public area of the restaurant. Our Alhambrans, thankfully, had the grace and sense
to approach the manager of the establishment and ask for the article to be taken down. They
described that the manager initially did not see a problem even though it contained untruths and
was offensive to Catholics. Our Alhambrans were quite convincing and successfully argued for
the offensive article’s removal. I believe all of the members involved in removing that should
be commended for bearing witness to the Church and our Holy Father. Hopefully we can all
be inspired to do the same when we encounter material that is posted in public that is blatantly
offensive to Catholics.
Another item discussed at the Region III meeting bears some additional comment. Representatives
from most every Caravan expressed their feeling that there has been a membership growth crisis.
Each group had their own story to tell, but the similarities were striking: membership growth is
stagnant and if not in outright decline. Obtaining new long-term members is a challenge for any
caravan and seems to be ever more difficult in our current cultural climate. Some might attribute
the dearth in membership to a lack of advertising. I would suggest however that we are not
always clear about what membership entails and offers. I think we need to be much clearer about
what we are and continue to emphasize what things we as an order actually do. Many young
people today seem to shun organized religion and so it should not surprise us that they shun an
organized membership. To that end I suggest we attempt to reemphasize the link our order has
with our Catholic faith. If we can demonstrate that a truly Catholic life is lived in fraternity
with other Catholics supporting each other to live out their faith while also having a good time,
I believe we can offer a much more compelling argument for membership.
I would like to propose that we as a Region and as an Order attempt to say a group novena for
an increase in our membership and also the health and well-being of our current members. I
would personally petition all the members of Region III to attempt to make a novena to St. Jude
to reaffirm our hope in the future of the Order and its continuing success.

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: “Coach Bob” Stevens
3716 N. Woodlawn Ave
Metarie, LA 7006-2834
(H) 504-454-3421
coachbob03@hotmail.com
DARRO #29: In early October we elected our new officers, congrats go out to Arthur Chateau, new
Grand Commander. Darro’s 25th “Picnic in the Park” was a complete success entertaining over 500 of
“God’s Special Children” along with their teachers, caretakers and parents. This year the picnic attracted
children from the Gulf Coast as well as local children making it a bit of a Regional function as well as a
local event. Plans for next year have already begun to try and make it a little better than this year. Darro
followed the picnic with their 1st annual Halloween dinner/dance where they entertained 150 of “God’s
Special Children”. I was told that even “Elvis” was in the building.
ORAN #67: Oran started the month off with one of several yard sales to benefit their special needs
programs. They participated in a Rosary Rally in Biloxi Mississippi. They brought some Special Needs
People to the “Picnic in the Park” over in New Orleans and helped in serving and entertaining the
children. Oran held their own picnic in downtown Biloxi for some “Special Needs Adults” in conjunction
with their election of new officers. Congrats go out to newly elected Lady Noble Carol Rigby. And
finally they are conducting Bible Study for our Special Needs People on weekends.
MURET #68: Grand Commander Butch Georgues informed me that Muret will be electing their
officers at the end of October. They are also working on their holiday functions and will notify me when
they are planned. I am sure that their “Special Children” will enjoy Muret’s holiday plans that they are
cooking up for this year.
DIEGO #255: Past Grand Commander Lady Noble Carol Peschel informed me that they have elected
new officers for this year and they are putting together their calendar for the year. I know that they hold
several fundraisers for their many functions that benefit their Special Needs Children down in Florida.
Diego’s website is always loaded with their great functions for our Special Needs Children.
VIVAT #266: Vivat participated in the Relay for Life program in Waveland Mississippi early in October.
Sir Noble Dominick Pitts was recognized as one of the top fundraisers in the individual category. Vivat
also participated in the Rosary Rally held in Biloxi with Oran Caravan. Vivat held a barbecue for Special
Needs People during the Cruisin on the Coast week. All in all it was a very busy month in October for
the State of Mississippi. Vivat is currently working on scheduling our Region IV meeting hopefully in
early January in Waveland Mississippi.
CORTEZ #267: Cortez continues to hold their monthly dinner/dances with a different theme for each
dance. Recently they held a bingo/dinner fund-raiser for their Special Needs Children with a packed
hall. A great time was had by all who attended. Their Halloween dance is scheduled in October with
plans for about 100 of “God’s Special Children” attending. Congrats to re-elected Brent Smith Grand
Commander.
Due to the geographic area of Region IV; Supreme Director Robert Stevens is requesting the appointment
of Deputy Directors in accordance with Al Sunna ARTICLE XI, Section 3 — Deputies
As Supreme Commander I have given my consent for the use of three (3) Deputy Directors in Region
IV, to assist in carrying out the responsibilities of the Region with Caravans. Deputy Directors will serve
at the pleasure of the Supreme Director.
Please join me in welcoming the following Deputy Directors for Region IV
PSD Jim Rigby - Deputy Director Mississippi
PGC Al Abila - Deputy Director Louisiana
PGC Marvin Peschel - Deputy Director Florida
All of these men have served the Order well and will continue to lead the Region for the betterment of
“God’s Special Children”
Fraternally,
Supreme Commander Edward Smith
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Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
SD Note: By the time you get this article Thanksgiving will be coming close and Christmas on it
way fast and will be here before you know it. With that said My Sultana Barbara and I want to wish
you, your family and friends a great Thanksgiving and a Happy and Holy Christmas and New Year.
I hope all our members will support the programs that our Supreme Commander is putting in place
and all members will recruit new members and get on board with selling raffle tickets you have or
will be receiving soon. These are the only two items that will keep the per capita down and “This
Great Order Going”
Carmona Caravan #75:
My thanks go out to the crew that prepared the greatest steak roast at the July meeting, (Keeper Of
The Chow Corrigan, PGC Calvey, Hist. Westfall, SN Leone and MO Margevicius) we had record
attendance and the food was nothing short of phenomenal. Our thanks go out to Father Ed for
celebrating the Mass. This was a team effort and I want to thank everyone for a fun evening and
some great chow.
PGC Welsh walked away with the winnings of the Fez pin. Congrats Dan. To win you have to be
present at the meeting to win this $100.00 dollar value pin.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Cliff Dake
27123 Barra
Novi, MI 48377-3775
(H) 248-860-0046
cliffdake@gmail.com
Al Salaam
Region VI is always very busy with events focusing on our client’s with fun activities. Most if not
all our outside activities are complete. It’s getting cold up here in the North, but that doesn’t stop
us from rolling out the red carpet. We have many activities that go on all winter along.
Our main focus is always membership. Increasing our membership is and will always be our main
focus.
It’s been amazing how are relationship has grown with our brothers in the Knights of Columbus.
They understand our mission and we understand theirs. You should try it and just see how many
new members you might get.
Starting in January 2016 we will deliver a short message after many masses about Alhambra,
who we are, what we do, and why we do it in many parishes within Region VI. We call this our
Name Recognition Drive. It’s time to reach out one church at a time singing praise about our great
Order. Who knows we just might get a few new members.
Building Alhambra is our lifeline to continued success. I sure hope that’s your focus?

Thanks to everyone who attended the 49th Annual Field Day event that was held in Tremont Friday,
July 24th.
The Italian Festival was held on Wednesday September 23, 2015. (Formerly known as the Tripe
Dinner). My thanks go out to all the members who attended the 31st Annual Italian Festival and sold
tickets. The appetizers and dinner were out of this world and the Oasis was top shelf.
Our thanks go out to Neil for the meal he prepared for the August meeting, grilled sweet corn,
kielbasa, sauerkraut, and baked beans. Special thanks to Bryan and Tony for another great grilling
job.
Our sympathy goes out to Sultana Sally Paratore on the death of PGC Joe Paratore July 25th, they
were married for 61 years and he was a long time member of Alhambra and supported our Caravan
even though he moved to Florida many years ago “May Joe Rest in Peace”.
Congrats to Corey Gareau who took his Brown Tassel at the August meeting and Keith Sterley at the
October meeting – “SD Note – Good job Corey and Keith, Congrats, you joined one of the greatest
organizations going.”
Our 38th Annual Walk of Hope was held October 3, 2015. This is our way of affirming the dignity
of human life. The walk started on OLA/St. Joseph Center, 2346 W. 14 St. in Cleveland Historic
Tremont neighborhood.
Nominations were held at the October meeting. If you have an eye on a certain position let the
nominate committee know: The slate of officer was noted in the October Newsletter and nominations
will be accepted from floor.
PGC Jim Sterley is again in charge of the Entertainment Books. Come and get them. This year’s cost
for the “Entertainment ($30.00) and All around Town ($28.00)”. You can get them for yourself and
family members, if you only use them a few times you more than double your money.
PGC Nowak reported that everyone had a great time and walked away a little richer from the Poker
tournament. Thanks to the participants, to the sellers, to the workers and especially to Frank and Fran
for their superior hosting of this long standing tradition!!!!!
Don’t forget Dues are due, please pay them as soon as possible if you have not paid them, it will keep
our per capita bill down.
(Continued on Page 21)
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As Always God Bless You.

Christians by Maya Angelou
“A woman’s heart should be so hidden in Christ that a man should have to seek Him first to find
her”
When I say...”I am a Christian” I’m not shouting “I’m clean livin” I’m whispering “I was lost, Now
I’m found and forgiven”
When I say...”I am a Christian” I don’t speak of this with pride. I’m confessing that I stumble and
need Christ to be my guide.
When I say...”I am a Christian” I’m not trying to be strong. I’m professing that I’m weak and need
His strength to carry on.
When I say...”I am a Christian” I’m not bragging of success. I’m admitting I have failed and need
God to clean my mess.
When I say...”I am a Christian” I’m not claiming to be perfect. My flaws are far too visible but,
God believes I am worth it.
When I say...”I am a Christian” I still feel the sting of pain. I have my share of heartaches, so I
call upon His name.
When I say...”I am a Christian” I’m not holier than thou, I’m just a simple sinner Who received
God’s good grace, somehow.

Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
Sir Nobles, we have begun a new year and I pray and hope that all our members and Sultanas are
in good health. The season of the celebration of our Lord Jesus is a beautiful time of the year. I
hope all members and Sultanas celebrate with good food, great friendships and especially with the
family. I want to thank all the caravans for the warm hospitality you gave my sultana and I during
all the installations of officers and all the Christmas activities which we will attend.
Region VII Sir Nobles, at the regional meeting in San Antonio this past August, I asked that all
caravans recruit 10 new members by June 15, 2016. If we all work hard at this, we will add 70 new
members to our region. Grand Commanders this is not a hard task. There is an old saying that I
have stated in the past: “Can’t never did anything, till it tried” . The message is clear, “We need
new Sir Nobles.” in our region. As I have stated in the past. “All we need to do is ask.” and let’s be
proud of our Order and its mission. Let’s show the Order that Texas can lead the way in recruitment.
At our Regional Meeting this past August there were 42 Sir Nobles and Sultanas in attendance. A
great time was enjoyed by all. The weekend started with a social and dinner on the River Walk at
the Iron Cactus Restaurant and Grill. On Saturday, attending Sir Nobles and Grand Commanders
participated in a business meeting. Two guest speakers were invited. One of the guest speakers
spoke on the urgency to give more commitment to the needs of God’s Special Children and about
more legislation at the state level that will help special needs persons. Another speaker spoke about
the duties of the Grand Chamberlain, the need for Caravan budgets for the General Fund Account
and the Handicap Fund. In the morning on Saturday, Sultanas enjoyed a field trip to Our Lady of
Lourdes Grotto and Tepeyac de San Antonio. The ladies participated in a Eucharistic Holy Hour
and in the praying of the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy and they toured the grounds of the Grotto.
Saturday evening all Sir Nobles and Sultanas attended the 5:30 Mass at St. Mary’s Catholic Church
across the street from the Drury Inn and Suites where they stayed. After Mass, all gathered at the
Texas Land and Cattle Steak House on the River Walk for dinner, drinks and great camaraderie. I
want to remind all Alhambra members of Region VII, this Regional Meeting is open to everyone.
Our next Regional Meeting will be held August 18, 19, and 20 of 2016. Members in attendance
proposed a golf outing and a hospitality room for 2016. Two Sir Nobles have volunteered to
organize this event. And God-willing it will occur. I want to remind our members not to forget
those Sir Nobles and Sultanas in need of our prayers. Prayers are powerful. God Bless Alhambra
and God’s Special Children.
Texas Caravans have been involved or will be involved in the following:
Mosara #260, Hidalgo, Texas
Mosara held its Corporate Mass on September 20, 2015, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Edinburg, Texas. After Mass Sir Nobles and Sultanas enjoyed lunch at the Palenque Grill in
McAllen. In attendance were 50 Sir Nobles and Sultanas. The Caravan will hold its Installation
of Officers and Dinner on November 20, 2015, in which 100 are expected to be in attendance.
Congratulations to David Salazar Jr., Mosara’s new Grand Commander. Special thanks to Ruben
De Leon and Sultana Margaret De Leon and other members who involved themselves in planning
and coordinating these special events. Job Well Done, Mosara 260.
Baza #78, Corpus Christi, Texas
The Caravan will hold its Installation of Officers on November 13, 2015, at ST. Pius Catholic
Church with about 80 expected to be in attendance. Awards will be given to Sir Nobles for their
hard work in supporting, sponsoring and organizing special functions for God’s Special Children.
During the month of January the Caravan will hold its monthly Corporate Mass at St. John Paul
Catholic Church in which a meal will be served for God’s Special Children and all in attendance at
the Mass. Job Well Done, Baza 78.
El Cid #106, Rio Grande City, Texas
The Caravan will hold its Installation of Officers and Presentation Ball on December 18, 2015, in
which it is expected to be over 400 in attendance. At this time the Caravan is planning a Ceremonial
for the January-February time frame; Grand Commander Eloy Vera and the Caravan Membership
Committee are reviewing 10 new applications. In December of 2015, El Cid Caravan will host
Christmas parties at schools for special needs children. Job Well Done, El Cid 106.

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
26559 Farrell St.
Menifie, CA 92586-2064
(H) 951-659-2706
cbraun18@gmail.com
The Southern California Council of Caravans (Region VIII) is very committed to maintaining the
Order’s presence on the West Coast. The many Caravan activities are sure to make this next year an
exciting one.
Ben Ziri Caravan #218 has already completed their annual chili cook-off. A distinguished panel of
judges from the Knights of Columbus sampled each of the 13 varieties of homemade chili. It was
a difficult decision – but they finally declared the top three winners. Each year at this event several
scholarships for teachers of the Developmentally Disabled in San Diego area are award. This year
was no exception. These funds are made available through the “Maletta Foundation” which was
generously established by PGC Larry Maletta and Sultana Opel Maletta. Although they are no
longer with us on this earth their commitment to the Mission of the Alhambra lives on.
Next was the 1st annual “Souperbowl” homemade soup cook-off. Despite the fact that it was
undoubtedly the hottest day on record for the normally balmy town of Oceanside, CA, 10 entrants
created phenomenal homemade soups which included many varieties from bouillabaisse to
vegetarian and even gluten free. All attendees had a good time while enjoying the cuisine – but it
was unanimous that next year the hot soups will be served at a cooler time of the year. Be sure to
peruse the Caravan’s web site to for all the latest pictures and information at benziri.com.
Abd Al Aziz Caravan #262 has now joined forces with Ben Ziri Caravan which will result in a
strong combined presence in the “North County” of San Diego.
Ronda Caravan #84 and Aben Zoar Caravan #133 are joining forces again this year for the annual
Christmas Party for the Developmentally Disabled which always includes the long awaited visit
from Santa (Yes Virginia, the beard is real).
By the time you read this they will have completed their assistance with the Halloween Dance
for Developmentally Disabled primarily sponsored by the city of LaVerne, CA. The costumes are
always wild and crazy and the over 200 in attendance enjoyed every minute as the DJ played on.
For the most current activity updates, when visiting Southern California, do not hesitate to contact
SD Chris Braun [951-659-2706] or PSC Vince Braun [562-572-4674].

Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the
next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address
to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

(Continued on Page 21)
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Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Paul Courville
3950 Natalie
Laval, QC H7P 1N3
(H) 450-628-6587
paul.courville@bell.net
Paul reports that all Caravans within Region IX are active and he will have plenty more to report
in the next issue.

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Gerald Forster
9982 Port Franks Estates Dr
Port Franks, ON N0M 2L0
(H) 519-243-1613
gforster@execulink.com
Due to the vacancy of a Supreme Director for Region X, I have appointed PSC Gerald Forster
as Supreme Director of Region X.
With PSC Forster’s past experience working with the caravans, the region, and the International
Order I feel that he will truly be an asset to Region X and the Order.
Please join me in welcoming Gerry as Supreme Director Region X.
Fraternally,

TEN RULES
Throughout our lives we follow rules, regulations, laws, precepts, etc. I believe that the following
rules, if adhered to, will ensure each of us to “become a chronic psychiatric patient”. So pay
attention if you don’t want to fall into that category.
1. You should always be concerned about others liking you, and do any¬thing which will make this
happen.
2. You should never make a mistake or appear incompetent in any way.
3. You should continually punish yourself for past mistakes.
4. You should forever be affected by the rules your patents taught.
5. You should be greatly upset if everything in life is not the way you would like it.

Supreme Commander Edward Smith
Sir Nobles and Lady Nobles
Once again I am back to represent Region X. I held back with the hopes that a Sir Noble or Lady
Noble would run at the convention to take over from where PSD. Jim DeZorzi left off.
I felt bad when this didn’t happen, so I’m here for two years with the hopes of working with
someone to take over at the next convention.
All of the Caravans have had their elections, and newly elected divans are working diligently to
assist our developmentally disabled people.
Unfortunately, the only article I have received is a picture of the New Divan of Algarva 168 of
Grand Bend.

6. You should avoid facing or admitting your faults.
7. You should assume personal responsibility for the moods and behavior of others.
8. You should not assume responsibility for what happens to your life.
9. You should worry constantly about something bad happening.
10. You should sacrifice your life so that others may live and be happy.
Please keep these 10 rules in mind as you go through life and you will more than likely succeed.

Here’s a laugh to brighten your day (I hope):
Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources Officer asks a young engineer fresh out
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, “And what starting salary are you looking for?”
The engineer replies, “In the region of $125,000 a year, depending on the benefits package.”
The interviewer inquires, “Well, what would you say to a package of five weeks vacation, 14 paid
holidays, full medical and dental, company matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, and a company
car leased every two years, say, a red Corvette?”
The engineer sits up straight and says, “Wow! Are you kidding?”
The interviewer replies, “Yeah, but you started it.”

Front row left to right: GCh Connie Burns, GC Louis Hendrikx, VGC Doug Willsie. GS Rose
Vandenberg, PGC Jack VanHaastert
Back row left to right: MO Ken Mommersteeg, Hist. Joe Donkers, MW Cynthia McNair, GA
PSC Gerry Forster, CBG Frank Stokkermans, ST Martin Stokkermans, SE Jim Karry
Missing are SD PeteVanEnglen and Chaplain Deacon John Lammers
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St. Francis Camp

Region V (Continued from Page 18)
Our November meeting will be held November 10th, SD J. R. Black will be making his annual trek
back to Virginia and will install all the newly elected Officers. Spouses/significant others/prospect
members are all welcome.
Abba Koval Caravan #200:
The Region “V” dinner meeting was well attended and I would like to thank Gene and Betty
Hanzley, Lynette Imbrognio along with Joe Dwyer for getting the food, serving and collecting fees.
We held a Caravan meeting after the dinner.
We held our annual collection at Transfiguration Parish, and added St. Augustine for the first
weekend in August, and St. Peter in North Ridgeville September 12th, 13th. Our last church
collection will be in October at Our Lady Of The Angles. On July 24th, we held our annual Field
Day for Camp Happiness. It was my first visit to Camp Happiness and I’m sure I will be there for
future events. The kids really enjoyed themselves and seemed happy. The Mascot for the Cleveland
Gladiators (Rudi) was there.

www.saintfranciscamp.org
President Russ Kreinbring
St. Francis Camp would like to thank all Caravans who have taken advantage of the Summer Camp
Funding Program and have sponsored campers this coming year. This is one great program that
the Order has which not only benefits God’s Special People but also helps out St. Francis Camp by
making sure that each week has a full compliment of campers. This past year was very successful
for the camp, each year we get more and more campers to come out and enjoy a week of fun,
leaving camp at the end of the week with huge smiles on their faces.
Remember that the Summer Camp Funding Program is available to all caravans and is a free way
to treat one of God’s Special People to a fun-filled time at summer camp.
Again, thank you.

Our Clambake was held September 19th, at Elmwood Park (in the log cabin). We need a good
turnout and the selling of tickets to keep the club open and continue our charitable contributions.
On a sad note we lost our longtime Historian Dan Turoczi who passed away July 13th. He was a
good friend and helper, we will really miss him, please pray for the repose of his soul and for his
wonderful family.
At our September meeting, we made finial arrangements for the clambake dinner held September
19th.
We also sold a lot of pre-sale sideboard tickets for $10.00 which the winner will walk away with
$1,000.00. Only 200 will be sold.
We got our Check for the selling of tickets from Region “V” and will put it into our charity fund. It
was really a good dinner and turnout and everyone enjoyed themselves especially the winner of the
$1,000.00. I thanked all who helped out for this event.
Our Memorial Mass will be at St. Augustine on November 29th at 10AM. This is the Mass for the
Deaf. We will turn out in our Fez and Blazers. Lady Nobles should wear our Caravan Shirts, if
possible. There may be a breakfast to follow the mass. More to follow.
Sick Call: Bob Wolf had a hip replacement and is in rehab so he can get the other side done, pray
for his speedy recovery. Shirley Wolf is home.
Last but not least: Pray for “The Pope” he really gave us a lot to act on.
El Camino Caravan #270:
Congratulations to one of our newest Caravans in St. Louis, MO. They started out with the
minimum number of members to form a caravan and they now have 19 members. I have attached
a photo of the forming members of the Caravan. They are working hard to attract new members.
Keep up the good work!
They are looking into submitting a request for an Alhambra House as soon as it opens up and
sending in paperwork for a scholarship.
They held their first volunteer work at St. Louis ARC, Fall Festival where families with
developmentally disabled members enjoy a night of crafts, games and treats.
We are planning a big charity dinner in January 2016. Ex-major league baseball players, corporate
sponsors, silent auctions, catered meal – we hope to raise several thousand dollars for some
organizations and hopefully lead to new members.

Region VII (Continued from Page 19)
Alva #91, Brownsville, Texas
The Caravan held its annual Kids to the Movies event in December of 2015, in which 84 buses
transported 1,400 of God’s Special Children to the movies. The Caravan’s next project is The
Charro Days Parade which will be held on February 25-29, 2016. A Mass will be celebrated
after the parade and a reception will follow. All Caravans are invited to participate in the Charro
Days Parade, Mass at St. Mary’s Catholic Church and the reception. Special Thanks to Grand
Commander Senator Eddie Lucio who continues to promote the Order of Alhambra and its mission,
as has been very evident during these past two years and as was seen during Alva’s major fund-raiser
held at the Pharr Event Center in which Senator Lucio and the Alva Caravan members honored
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston, who spoke very highly of the Order
of Alhambra and the work it members do for Special Needs Persons. Job Well Done, Alva 91.
Guadalupe #243, El Paso, Texas
The El Paso caravan will hold its Christmas Party and Installation of Officers on December 11,
2015, at the home of Debbie Lowenberg and Past Grand Commander Ruben Gallegos. Many
thanks to Debbie and Ruben and Grand Commander Ray Lucero and all other members for their
involvement in the planning of this social and their delicious covered dishes. This will be an evening
filled with much fun and excitement. The Caravan’s plans at this time are to involve themselves
in the recruitment of new members. At this time the Membership Committee is reviewing 4 new
applications. The Caravan hopes to host a Ceremonial during the February-March time frame. Job
Well Done, Guadalupe 234
Alamo 269, San Antonio, Texas
The caravan held a cook out for God’s Special Children and the Staff of the Autism Center of San
Antonio on the 12 of August 2015 in which 125 Special Needs Children and Adults and Staff enjoyed
a meal. Also on September 24, 2015, the caravan held a field trip to the Altitude Trampoline Park in
which 80 Special Needs Children enjoyed a day of fun and food provided by Alamo 269. On the feast
day of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4, 2015, Alamo 269 held a Corporate Mass at ST. Pius Catholic
Church. During the mass, Grand Commander Jim Palinkas and Supreme Director Joe B. Cortinaz
and members of Alamo 269 presented a fez to Father Francis McHugh, a member of Alamo 269,
who at the beginning of Mass spoke very highly about the Order of Alhambra and its mission. After
the Mass a breakfast was enjoyed by all members. The caravan held its Installation of Officers and
Dinner on October 9, 2016 at St. Pius Catholic Church in which 100 were in attendance. Plans are
in the works for members of Alamo 269 to attend the annual Charro Days Parade in Brownsville,
Texas, February 25-29. The caravan will participate in the Parade with a float and Baja 200 mini
bikes. Job Well Done, Alamo 269.
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ORAN CARAVAN #67
Excerpts from their Monthly Newsletter
CONGRATULATIONS to our newly elected slate of Officers for the coming 2015-2016 year!
Grand Commander – Lady Noble Carol Rigby
Vice Grand Commander – Lady Noble Shirley Lovelace
Grand Scribe – Lady Noble Andra Mladinich
Scribe of the Exchequer –Past Supreme Director Jim Rigby
Grand Chamberlain – Sir Noble Harry Steinwinder
Grand Advocate – Past Grand Commander Gerard Darnell
Pictured from left to right: Andra Mladinich, Gerard Darnell,
Carol Rigby, Jim Rigby, Harry Steinwinder and Shirley
Lovelace

October we were very busy.
Month of November

November 1 Divan Meeting and initiation of new members
will be held at 717 Water Street (formally known as the KC
Hall) The meeting will begin at 2 pm with the initiation
scheduled for 2:15. the rest of the meeting will follow. The
Divan meeting is the meeting of officers where all of the
work gets done. Any member is welcome to that meeting.

October 2 & 3 We held a yard sale to benefit our organization.
Pictured is Jeanne Granish (New Candidate for membership
and LN Carol Rigby along with a happy customer. Not
pictured but helping were PSD Jim Rigby along with Olina
Nelson, Paulina Nguyen and Zack Cerone. Paulina and
Zack are both Special Needs people.

October 12 Our first Entrepreneurship business man placed
his Candy Machine at Reef This is a program where we have
acquired several candy machines and lent them to a Special
Needs person so, in this case, Zack can go into business for
himself. He along with his care giver and aid were able to
help Zack form his own business.
October 14 We held our third week of Bible Study: Carol
and Jim Rigby have again begun a program started by
Johnnie and Hurley Smith last year of teaching some of our
Special Needs friends some religion. This is being done at
the Biloxi Community Home on Tarra lane. The classes are
for 30 minutes for the men’s dorm and 30 minutes for the
women’s dorm. For info call PSD Jim or GC Carol @ 4355665 or 435-5583

November 13 & 14 Can Shake at Sam’s We have gotten
permission to again have a fund raiser can shake in front
of Sam’s Warehouse in Gulfport. We will be collecting,
along with some of our Special Needs friends on Friday and
Saturday. We are looking at Friday from 4 pm until 7 pm and
Saturday from 8 am until 6 pm.
November 22 Thanksgiving Dinner- Party for Special
Needs at Snyder Center. Our Caravan along with the City
of Biloxi’s Parks and Recreation Department hosts a special
Thanksgiving Dinner for the Special Needs people within
the area. The Dinner begins at about 11 am on Sunday and
is over by about 2:30 pm. We Alhambrans help by supplying
the turkeys, bringing deserts that will go along with the meat
as well as helping serve the food. The city supplies most
of the side dishes, supplies the location, does the cooking,
setting up, tearing down as well as supplies all of the paper
products and music.

Upcoming Decembers events

December 10 Alhambra support for Special Needs Square
Dancers Christmas Party. The party will be at the Herbert
Wilson Recreation Center at 3225 Hancock Ave in Gulfport
will begin at 6: pm. We will be supplying the gifts for the
Stockings for approximately 40 Special Needs dancers. In
addition to that those of us who show up can help on the
serving line for the meal. For info call LN Shirley @ 6174718

October 7 Oran Caravan along with members of Vivat
Caravan had the honor of carrying in the Statue of Our
Blessed Mother at the Biloxi Diocesan Rosary Rally in Pass
Christian. This Rally is a once a year event put on by the
Biloxi Diocese in honor of Our Lady and is scheduled for the
day of the Feast of the Holy Rosary

October 17 Our caravan held its Annual Alhambra Picnic
and Election of new Officers. The picnic was held at the
pavilion at Hiller Park in Biloxi. There was a large crowd
in attendance including all of our newly elected officers,
our new Entrepreneur and his family plus our three newly
elected members

October 31 & Nov 1 We held our first Membership Drive for
this year. This time it was at Our Lady of Fatima parish. This
is the home parish of our newly elected Grand Commander.
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December 13 Alhambra Special Needs Christmas Party.
This is our annual Christmas Party that takes the place of
our monthly meeting. This year we are hosting not only
the residents of Biloxi Community Homes but we are also
inviting the clients from Brandi’s Hope. This gala event is
tentatively scheduled for this date. For more info call either
LN Shirley @ 617-4718 or PSD Jim @ 435-5665

From the Supreme Chamberlain Giles Benard
Giles can be reached by e-mail
g.benard1@videotron.ca

DOLLARS AND CENTS
In order to keep you informed with the financial information of the Order you can request a copy of the financials from Home Office. This section is
being supressed to keep the information secured.

(Continued on Page 24)
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Alamo Caravan #269 held various events in October, the lunch we had outside and our SN’s serving were for the Autism Treatment Center and we also posed outside with all our volunteers. The lunch
inside the center of the Trampoline Park was for the Arch and we also posted a picture with them, There is a picture of Father Francis Mc Hughs from St. Pius X, that became a new member of our Order
and he posed with Alamo 269 in Church on October 4, 2015. Our Installation of Officers was held on October 9, 2015, also at St. Pius X Hall. Those officers are wearing their suit and Fez
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme
Chaplain every Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions.
All monies derived from the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Unaffiliated
F. Salvador/R. Duca
Ms. Patricia Dambach
Ms. Patricia Dambach
Ms. Patricia Dambach
M/M Mark Corte
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Ms. Joanne Monroe

Caravan #0
Abe Sparber
Diane Christine (L)
Emma Ballenger (L)
Donald Keith McCarty
Dale Atkins
Stephen Kohan
Charles Braidwood

Abd Er Rahman Caravan #1
M/M Roy Lanza Joseph Zizlio
Alhamar
GC Paul S. Makuch
Alhamar Caravan #4
Ms. Patricia Dougherty
Alhamar Caravan #4
PGC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
PGC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
M/M Thomas M. Dugan
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
M/M Donald Simington
M/M Donald Simington

Caravan #4
Mrs. Delores Liscosky (L)
Delores Liscosky (L)
Quinta Orazi
Joseph Piakitis, SN (L)
Edward Urauage
Kenneth Cromer
Frank Rogers
Stephen Hutz
Terrence P. Dolan
Susan M. Seebold

Alcala Caravan #16
PSCB/GC Elmer J. McFadden SN Angelo J. De Guilmi
Alcala Caravan #16 William R. Noeth-50 Masses
Cordova
M/M Robert Stoczynski
M/M Robert Stoczynski
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M Robert C. Robinson
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M William Sullivan
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
GS Christopher J. Hull
Cordova Caravan #26

Caravan #26
Lee Williams
Steve Patterson
Thomas Pazic (L)
Vincent Anyonicelli
Rita M. Zwack
John Corr
Michael P. Sullivan
Joan Robinson (L)
Tom Szary (L)
Joan Robinson (L)
Richard Baran
Victor Turchiarelli (L)

Darro
SN John H. Rau
PGC A. L. Abila-Darro #29
PGC A. L. Abila-Darro #29
PGC A. L. Abila-Darro #29
Sul Betty Gautreaux

Caravan #29
Henry Colvin (L)
Nash Barreca (L)
Sean Paul Lawson
Jim Chachere
Murphy Carmardelle (L)

Aurora Caravan #55
M/M John A. Kaslow Darlene Sullivan
Bejar
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
Padul
Padul Caravan #69
M/M Edward A. Fiorella
M/M James R. Black
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Caravan #56
PGC Tony Dettling (L)
PGC Gus Wueste
Mrs. Mary Frances Kramer
Hubert Werth-90th b-day (L)
Norman Riebe
JoAnn Munoz
Caravan #69
Fr. John Kowalewski
Elizabeth Beeman (L)
Joan Berger

Padul
Padul Caravan #69
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69
SN Robert M. Wood
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
M/M Paul F. Siebeking

Caravan #69 (Cont’d)
Joan Berger
Ronette Finnagan
Elizabeth Beeman (L)
Henry Melvin Dean
Father Ronald J. Naylor
Michael Maleski
PGC Sylvester & Shirley Maleski (L)
Michael Maleski
Michael Maleski

Carmona
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario Di Geronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Bryan P. Westfall

Caravan #75
Mrs. Kathy Grady (L)
Dr. John Grady (L)
Mrs. Anna Mae Carbone (L)
Evelyn D. Francioli
Shirlee Straight (L)
Marlene Weiss (L)
Yvonne Quinn

Galicia
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Russell C. Kreinbring
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Leon A. Merecki
GS Patricia E. Plotkowski
The Casasanta Family
GS Patricia E. Plotkowski
GS Patricia E. Plotkowski
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Russell C. Kreinbring
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Larry Dishman&Family
The Casasanta Family

Caravan #77
Nancy Fattore
Gary DeCarlo (L)
SN John Robert Green
PGC John Kelleher (L)
Leo Humann
Dominic Bucci
Jane T. Ancona
Sul Mary Ann Ashbaugh (L)
Hame Jefferson
Delores Steinberger (L)
Peter J. Kanan (L)
SN. Ralph Arcangeli (L)
Ralph Maciejewski
Lucille Stoeck (L)
Richard Dievendorf, Jr.
Robert Gloczewski (L)
Helen Cunnon
Mamie Saputo
Nichols Family (L)
SN Nick Bontamusi (L)
Eugene Bodnar (L)
Wm. “Onion”/Betty Nicholls (L)
Elizabeth (Bette)Dishman-health (L)
William Sr, Betty Nicholls (L)
Richard Angonese
Ciro Taormina

Baza Caravan #78
Baza #78 Kenneth Morgan John Boyd
Ronda Caravan #84
M/M Dominick Pizzulli Robert Zinzell
Wamba Caravan #89
M/M Michael P. Stakem Tyler Steiner
Porto
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M Jerry John

Caravan #104
Heidi Merkel (L)
Gregory S. Byrnes (L)
Jane Buzalski
Steve Cedar & Family (L)

Braga
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
Al Fath
Ms. Agnes Kneeshaw
Ms. Anna Walter
Ms. Anna Walter

Caravan #114
Neil Bjorum
Harold Lemmer
Kenneth Wojek
Caravan #126
Millie Pianto
Mildred Piento
Tony Tenaglia

Valencia Caravan #138 (Disbanded)
M. Francis McGlade Shirley A. Malone
Mahdi Caravan #142
Ms. Concetta Butala Michael Andrejcak (L)
Al Jana Caravan #159
Mrs. Ruth Graskemper John A. Ashby
M/M Michael J. Atol Donna M. Beltlke
Santiago
The Montalbano Family
Santiago Caravan #169
Santiago Caravan #169
Santiago Caravan #169

Caravan #169
Joanne Mauer
Thomas Havidic
Salvatore “Sam” Guccione
Luis Murrillo

Pelaya Caravan #178 (Disbanded)
Sul Betty Gautreaux Randy Matherne (L)
Sul Betty Gautreaux Lois Whetmore (L)
Jerez Caravan #183
GC James R. Parks GC Richard Smith (L)
Abba Koval Caravan #200
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris Linda Smolilo (L)
Manresa
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Dave Carrico
M/M Don Martin
M/M Robert E. Karlek
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
Ben Ziri
Ms. Joanne Ososkie
Ms. Patricia Dambach
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Kennith C. Owen

Caravan #217
Donald Steven Yasenchak
Mary Ann Quisenberry
Sandra Jean Bak
Don Yasenchak
Robin Cameron (L)
SN W “Onion”/Betty Nicholls (L)
Robin Cameron (L)
Bill/Betty Nicholls (L)
Caravan #218
Juan “Papa” Fernandez
Andrea Reinhoffer (L)
M/M John Hamilton (L)
M/M Bruce Taber (L)

Cambril Caravan #240 (Disbanded)
Ms. Carolyn Ceccoli Aaron Thompson
Sancho
PGC Leo A. Osinski, Jr.
Sancho Caravan #261
M/M Leo Wojtylo
M/M Leo Wojtylo
M/M John S. Hypnarowicz

Caravan #261
Sultana Kathleen Uminski
PGC Dennis Giveins
Dennis Giveins
Cathryn P. Treece
Valeria Haliw

Abd Al Aziz Caravan #262
M/M Edward J. Scheer Robert Santos (L)

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 26)
El Camino
M/M Kevin Bley
M/M Kevin Bley
M/M Kevin Bley

Caravan #270
Dan Schuette (L)
Tom Flanagan
Mary Randall

At Large
M/M Robert Fischer
M/M Robert Fischer

Caravan #298
Ronald Nardi
John Sopp

ALHAMBRA
The statistics published above come from the financial records of the International Order of
Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up to October 26, 2015.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here please contact the staff at
Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any error is unintentional.

A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED
TO

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice
way to remember
someone who is
*SOCIABILITY
sick or who has
*HISTORY
died.
*SERVICE
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More Pictures from Galicia Caravan #77 Fishing Derby

Together we are stronger
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Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
Tel: 410-242-0660
Fax: 410-536-5729
Website: www.orderalhambra.org
e-mail: salaam@orderofalhambra.org
ID Mike Carpenter - Editor
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
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