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NOW we have the ultimate chance to aid the Order by selling the 2014 Raffle tickets included with this issue
to our friends, relatives and, of course, to ourselves and it should not be too difficult as we have great prizes.
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There will also be cash prizes:
6th Prize - $1,000
7th Prize - $500
8th Prize - $300
9th Prize - $200
10th Prize - $100
Also the top 3 sellers of tickets will receive a cash prize based on the quantity of tickets sold.
Additionally we will recognize your efforts by setting up the following categories of sellers:
1 to 9 tickets sold		
10 to 20 tickets sold
21 to 30 tickets sold

Friend			
Supporter			
Associate

31 to 50 tickets sold
51 tickets or more		

Savior
Governor

There is no limit to the number of booklets that you can sell, we have included one with this edition of The
Alhambran. You can call Denise at Home Office - 1-800-478-2946 - to get more booklets.
When you have sold the tickets please send the ticket stubs and a check payable to “Order of Alhambra” to
Denise at the address shown on the included envelope.
The drawing will take place during the next Council of Viziers Meeting on July 26th.
If you have any questions do not hesitate to call one of the Raffle Committee Members:
Gilles Benard
J.R. Black		

(514) 626-1627			
(757) 583-0284			

Roger Reid		
Mike Carpenter

(410) 227-4545
(313) 218-9345

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

From the Desk of the
Supreme Commander
SC Vince Braun

Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

Happy New Year. I hope that everyone had a happy and Holy Christmas and new years
celebration. Now is back to work. We need to keep moving forward with the work of the
Order. We all need to work at new membership to grow the Order. Membership increases are
the best way to keep our per capita in check. The officers and the staff are doing everything

Words of Wisdom from the
Vice-Supreme Commander
VSC Eddie Smith

Eddie can be reached by e-mail
esmith5@twmi.rr.com
I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and wish everyone a
Happy New Year. This is a great time to reflect on our lives on
how we can grow and become a better person. There is always room for all of us to grow. I
received this e-mail, it is heartwarming and thought it is worth sharing:
Two Choices
What would you do?....you make the choice. Don’t look for a punch line, there isn’t one.
Read it anyway. My question is: Would you have made the same choice?
At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves children with learning disabilities, the
father of one of the students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who
attended. After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he offered a question:
‘When not interfered with by outside influences, everything nature does, is done with
perfection. Yet my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He cannot understand
things as other children do. Where is the natural order of things in my son?” The audience
was stilled by the query.
The father continued.”I believe that when a child like Shay, who was mentally and physically
disabled comes into the world, an opportunity to realize true human nature presents itself,
and it comes in the way other people treat that child.”
Then he told the following story:
Shay and I had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball.
Shay asked, ‘Do you think they’ll let me play?’ I knew that most of the boys would not
want someone like Shay on their team, but as a father I also understood that if my son were
allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of belonging and some confidence
to be accepted by others in spite of his handicaps.
I approached one of the boys on the field and asked (not expecting much) if Shay could
play. The boy looked around for guidance and said, ‘We’re losing by six runs and the game
is in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team and we’ll try to put him in to bat in
the ninth inning..’
Shay struggled over to the team’s bench and, with a broad smile, put on a team shirt.. I
watched with a small tear in my eye and warmth in my heart. The boys saw my joy at my
son being accepted. In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay’s team scored a few runs but
was still behind by three.
In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the right field. Even
though no hits came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the
field, grinning from ear to ear as I waved to him from the stands. In the bottom of the ninth
inning, Shay’s team scored again.
Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential winning run was on base and Shay
was scheduled to be next at bat. At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their
chance to win the game? Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit
was all but impossible because Shay didn’t even know how to hold the bat properly, much
less connect with the ball.
However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other team was
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possible to control costs but membership is the great equalizer in helping meeting our
financial needs. We can also make a big difference this year with the Supreme Raffle that
is planned. We are trying a different approach this year with the raffle. We have reduced
the ticket price and are offering more prizes. With full participation in the raffle we could
really make a difference. Think about it, if each member sold just four or five tickets each
we would have the most successful raffle in years. With the ticket price of just $10.00 and
approximately 2200 members we would generate almost a full years budget. I have already
sold ten and I don’t even have the tickets yet. It is not that hard to sell these with the great
prizes involved. The raffle will be drawn at the Council of Viziers meeting at the end of July.
The Council of Viziers meeting this year will be hosted by Region VI and held in Detroit.
The Region has a committee working on plans now and I would like to thank all for their
efforts. I am sure that this will be a successful and productive time.
putting winning aside for this moment in Shay’s life, moved in a few steps to lob the ball in
softly so Shay could at least make contact.
The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few
steps forward to toss the ball softly towards Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the
ball and hit a slow ground ball right back to the pitcher. The game would now be over.
The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first
baseman. Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game. Instead,
the pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman’s head, out of reach of all team mates.
Everyone from the stands and both teams started yelling, ‘Shay, run to first! Run to first!’
Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first base. He scampered down
the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.
Everyone yelled, ‘Run to second, run to second!’ Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly ran
towards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the base. By the time Shay rounded
towards second base, the right fielder had the ball, the smallest guy on their team who now
had his first chance to be the hero for his team.
He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, but he understood the
pitcher’s intentions so he, too, intentionally threw the ball high and far over the thirdbaseman’s head. Shay ran toward third base deliriously as the runners ahead of him circled
the bases toward home.
All were screaming, ‘Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay’ Shay reached third base because
the opposing shortstop ran to help him by turning him in the direction of third base, and
shouted, ‘Run to third! Shay, Run to third!’
As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the spectators, were on their feet
screaming, ‘Shay, run home! Run home!’ Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was
cheered as the hero who hit the grand slam and won the game for his team.
‘That day’, said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, ‘the boys from both
teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this world’.
Shay didn’t make it to another summer. He died that winter, having never forgotten being
the hero and making me so happy and coming home and seeing his Mother tearfully
embrace her little hero of the day!
NOW A LITTLE FOOT NOTE TO THIS STORY:
We all send thousands of jokes through the e-mail without a second thought, but when it
comes to sending messages about life choices, people hesitate. The crude, vulgar, and often
obscene pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion about decency is too often
suppressed in our schools and workplaces.
If you’re thinking about forwarding this message, chances are that you’re probably sorting
out the people in your address book who aren’t the ‘appropriate’ ones to receive this type
of message. Well, the person who sent you this believes that we all can make a difference.
We all have thousands of opportunities every single day to help realize the ‘natural order
of things.’
So many seemingly trivial interactions between two people present us with a choice:
Do we pass along a little spark of love and humanity or do we pass up those opportunities
and leave the world a little bit colder in the process?
A wise man once said every society is judged by how it treats it’s least fortunate amongst
us. This shows there is a little Alhambran in all of us.

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
In the last issue of the Alhambran, I wrote about the beauty of Fall in Michigan. I am writing this column during the first week of January – in
the middle of a Michigan winter – when we (like many of you) are suffering the worst arctic blast in decades – the high tomorrow will be 0°
F – and a fresh covering of 12” of snow. I wish I could say that I appreciate the beauty of the winter season in Michigan but the truth is that
I don’t. No use complaining – no one else really wants to hear about it anyway.
I also heard on CNN today that January 6 (the day on which I am writing this), is the most depressing day of the year. Why? According to
them, it is because of the winter weather – the fact that after six days many (most??) have already broken their new year resolutions – and a
general “funk” has settled upon the population. With that in mind, I immediately sat down and wrote out my 4th quarter payment to the IRS
and to the State of Michigan. I thought that I might as well contribute to the mood of the day!!
Next week our parish hosts our annual MCREST week (Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team). This is a team of over 60
churches within Macomb County, Michigan, who host persons who need temporary shelter. This year we will be hosting 35 women and
children. It is a large undertaking: providing housing and bedding – rides to take the kids to school and the mothers to jobs (or in search of
jobs) and daily do their laundry – entertainment and meals. The real success of this program will be the day when we no longer need such an
activity – when we are able to have full employment and affordable housing for all of our people. That day, however, seems somewhere in the
future. Until that time, we try to make a small effort to help these women and children along their paths in life.
It is also a reminder to all of our parishioners of how many of our sisters and brothers must spend these winter months sleeping in cardboard
boxes over heating grates on city sidewalks – how many must do without nutritious food and rely upon what can be found in garbage containers
behind restaurants – whose apparel consists of the same pieces of clothes which they must wear day after day. How so many survive during
these winter months on the streets or in abandoned homes is truly beyond me – but it is indeed an indictment of a society where many place a
higher priority on the needs of their pets than they do on the needs of their brothers and sisters who are truly the poorest of the poor.
As you are probably aware, Pope Francis has made an all-out concerted effort to remind the world of the need to remember and to value our
sisters and brothers who are often marginalized: left on the outside looking in. Instead, he insists that they be welcomed in as part of our
family of humanity. May the International Order of Alhambra continue to witness to the fact that we welcome all – especially God’s Special
People – into this family – we hold them dear – and we thank God for the many gifts that they share with us. When we do that, then regardless
of the winter weather and regardless of depressing days, the hope of Christmas remains in our hearts and lives: Christ is the light of the world
Who shines on us all – for we are all equal in God’s sight and we are all sisters and brothers of Christ.
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The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
Welcome to 2014, the year that the Order of Alhambra does a bigger
turn-around in membership. That is my prediction. I am going to
do my part in recruitment of new members. Each one of you should
be doing the same thing. When I joined the Order there were over
15,000 members. I would love to see us grow back to that number
again. Just think about all the fun we will have at Conventions,
functions with the Caravan along with all the help that we will get
when the new members work beside us at picnics, the circus, parties
and Christmas Parties for God’s Special People. Also think of the
pride that you will have that you alone were responsible for causing
Per Capita to be lowered. There are so many benefits in recruiting
new members. Get out there and bring them in.
I would also like to take this opportunity to wish each and every
member and their families a wonderful, happy and prosperous New
Year. May you stay healthy, happy and loving. As you read this turn
around and tell your family members that you love them and want
them healthy and happy.
Now down to a serious item. Included with this issue is a packet
of 10 raffle tickets. You need to get these sold before July. This
raffle is one of the most important things we are doing this year.
And, because you have been sent them instead of the past practice
of sending the general raffle tickets to the Grand Commanders, we
are hoping that we get hundreds of them sold. The revenue from
this raffle will go a long way towards aiding the Order and keeping
things running for the next year. And, just think, if you purchase
a ticket and it’s drawn in July, you could be heading to Hawaii for
some wonderful sun or sitting back in your living room/family room
watching a beautiful wide screen TV. Heck, even if you only get the
3rd, 4th or 5th prize, you’ll be able to connect to the internet and
view your e-mail or just browse around. I will be personally happy
with any of the prizes. So get out there and sell them out. If you
need additional tickets, they are only an e-mail or phone call away.
Contact Denise at Home Office and she will be more than happy to
get more out to you. I have already heard from some of the members
that they will need more than what is being sent to them.
In closing I want to let you know how proud I am to tell everyone that
I am a member of one of the best organizations out there. The work
that we do for God’s Special People is one of the most satisfying
things that I have ever done in my life. And to think that I passed on
becoming a member for over a year before I finally decided to see
what this group of guys did for fun. I am so glad that I did make
that decision because the rewards have been grand and the rest of
my family got involved which bound us together even more than we
were before. This is truly a great group of people and I can honestly
say that the friendships that I have formed since I joined are the best
around. Thank you goes out to all members I have met and the ones
that I will meet in the future. God Bless all of you!

NEW CANDIDATES
CORDOVA CARAVAN #26

TOLOZA CARAVAN #81

GARCIA CARAVAN #230

LAWRENCE W. GERBEC
DAVID J. SMITH

CHRISTIANE GUY
DENISE GUY

CAROLINE ANNETT

DARRO CARAVAN #29

PORTO CARAVAN #104

TRAVIS J. CLARK

DAVID HEFFERON

ORAN CARAVAN #67

BARCELONA CARAVAN #143

LEIGH MICHELLE ADAMSON
MIREYA ALEXANDER
ROGER R. HOULE
LINDA PITTS
DOMONIC PITTS
PAUL D. PITTS, JR.
MARY STAFFORD
ROBERT (BOB) THERIOT

THOMAS PUDELEK

GUADALUPE CARAVAN #234
DANIEL GONZALEZ

ABBA KOVAL CARAVAN #200
GERALDINE L. RYAN

SANCHO CARAVAN #261
CHARLES E. MC CUEN, III
BRIAN ONDERIK
MEGAN OSINSKI
RICHARD SMUTEK
ANTONIO G. VITTORINI

MANRESA CARAVAN #217
DEAN R. COMBS
JOSEPH DUSZYNSKI
STEPHEN JACEK
KENNETH B. UNTERBRINK

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
Necrology
We regret that we listed PGC Leslie W. Tschoepe in the Oct-Dec
2013 issue of The Alhambran. PGC Tschoepe is alive and well.
ABD ER RAHMAN #1

ALGARVA #168

ABD AL AZIZ #262

AT LARGE #298

GEORGE R. KELLY

TOM VLEMMIX

JOSEPH M. MOSER

DONALD V. S. HUNTER
GEORGE J. BICOLIS

RONDA #84

RAMIRO #241

FRANK L. FOUCE

LEON BOUCHER

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.
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On the Evening of 24,December, members of Bejar 56
cooking team attended a Christmas Mass at Saint Andrews
convent. After the mass the team provided a delicious meal
for all in attendance. Members in attendance were : From
left to right: Nov. Art Lozano, SN Jesus Castillo, SD Joe B.
Cortinaz, SN Luis Martinez, Jr., SN Luciano Dominques.

This house is completely eatable and was made and raffled off
with ALL the proceeds donated to Diego Caravan #255.
O my God was it beautiful.
Pictured with house is Vice Grand Commander John Knapke.

PSC George and Gigi DeWinne celebrated their 60th
Wedding Anniversary. Congratulations to both

Deadlines for the next three issues are
Issue Date
April/June
July/September
October/December

Deadline Date
March 20
June 20
September 20

Press Date
April 1
July 1
October 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail and let me know what format you would like to
use and I will let you know if I can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent as
attachments to the e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell me what you have been doing that you think the
whole Order should know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads
are better than one. You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of the membership.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26 Buffalo NY
The Caravan is holding a combined Divan/
Caravan Meeting on February 11th at Twin
City K of C Council #413 starting at 7 pm. All
Sir Nobles are requested to be in attendance.
The Caravan is soliciting ideas for their
Founder’s Day Mass. They have, in the past,
celebrated Mass with the Good News Club
at the Cantalician Center but that group has
disbanded. Any ideas can be passed on to GC
Carl Lombardo.

Plank. They wish huge success from these Algarva #168 Grand Bend ON
two for the meals at the Caravan Meetings.
The Caravan is making plans for their annual
Hay Ride to be held on March 12th at the
Porto #104 Northern VA
Alcazar from 10 am to 2 pm. Contact GC
The Caravan will be celebrating at a Founder’s Jack Van Haastert to get more information.
Day Mass on February 8th at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church. Father Dill will be Diego #255 Englewood FL
celebrating the Mass followed by Porto
Caravan/PCI presenting 16 charities with The Caravan welcomed a new special needs
awards. Contact GC Bill Mundy for more group from Englewood Methodist Church at
their Christmas Party.
information.

The Caravan reminds everyone that it’s time
Carmona #75 Cleveland OH
to start thinking about the annual Porto Derby
to be held at Our Lady of Good Counsel
The Caravan held their annual Chili Cook-off Cafeteria on May 3rd. Get in touch with of
GC Bill Mundy for further information.
at the January meeting. The chefs were
BT Michael Belanger, RP Neil Corrigan,
GC Dave Hudec, ST Leo Kline, PGC Kenny Mahdi #142 Willoughby OH
Kovacs, PGC Jim Sterley, and Hist Bryan
Westfall. Reports are everyone enjoyed the On December 13 the Caravan participated
wonderful cooking by all.
in the Kandyman Christmas Party. What a
crowd they had. All of the guests seemed to
The Caravan conducted their Memorial Mass have a good time. There was dancing to DJ
and Winter Social in January at St. Andrew Larry with Slider leading the way. There was
Abbey. Thanks go out to Brother Nicholas food and drink for all with cookies to follow.
for the use of the Abbey for this wonderful Then, to top off the afternoon, Santa Claus
event.
arrived and said hello to our guests. What
a glorious day and a start to the Christmas
The Caravan reports that the Carmona Poker season. A big thank you goes out to all the
Tournament scheduled for April has been Sir Nobles and Sultanas who helped with the
cancelled. The next tournament will be in event.
October 2014. Look for further details in a
later issue of The Alhambran.
The Caravan participated with all Ohio
Caravans on the Journey to Bethlehem. See
The Caravan has announced that they have a elsewhere in this issue for pictures of this
new internal position on the Divan known as event.
Keepers of the Chow. This position is being
held by RP Neil Corrigan and PGC Bill

The Caravan is gathering non-perishable food
for SN Ken Stroman’s Group Home. The
state reduced their funding which has caused
them to struggle financially. Any member is
requested to provide as much food items as
they can. Bring to the next meeting. This
assistance will be ongoing for the entire year
of 2014.
Sancho #261 Warren MI
The Caravan is getting ready for their 2014
Mark Thomas Memorial Bowling Fundraiser
to be held on April 5th. They are asking
for help in lane sponsorships and donations
of gift items to be raffled off. The top prize
again this year is Detroit Tigers Season
Ticket. Anyone who wishes to bowl or make
a donation please contact PGC Eric Griffin
for information.
The Caravan will be participating in the
Founder’s Day Mass for Region VI on
February 23rd at St. Mary Our Lady Queen of
Families. Mass starts at 11 am with a brunch
to follow at DeCarlo’s Banquet Center. Cost
for the brunch is $15.00 and you must RSVP
to SD Gary DeCarlo.

Garcia Caravan #230 welcomes its newest member

Garcia
Caravan
#230
welcomes Carolyn Annett as
it’s newest member of The
Order of Alhambra
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ORDER OF ALHAMBRA CARAVAN INFORMATION PAGE
CARAVAN INSURANCE COVERAGE
As many of you have heard in the recent past, the Order of Alhambra has
changed the insurance company that covers all of our insurance needs.
As a result of this there is a new method of requesting coverage for your
Caravan functions. To request a Certificate of Coverage for any of your
events please follow the instructions below:
Fax McDole Edge Corporation at 1-410-982-0060 (Preferred Method);
Call McDole Edge Corporation at 1-800-774-6671;or
Email to service@mcdole.com.
When requesting coverage include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name and Number of the Caravan
Name of the Event
Date of the Event
Host names

REVISIONS TO THE “ NEW MEMBERSHIP
PROGRAM” AND “THE MATCHING GRANT
PROGRAM”
On October 12, 2013, the Executive Committee voted on revisions to
the” New Members and Matching Grant Programs”. Please log onto our
website: www.orderalhambra.org to read the revisions. Go to member
section and you will then find them listed under membership forms. There
will also be updated information in the next edition of the Alhambran.
Thank you.

CARAVAN TAX ASSISTANCE
If there are tax concerns for any Caravan you can contact SN Dennis
Brose at brosetax@aol.com or call him at (443) 575-6445. There may be
a nominal charge for his assistance.

There may be other information required, be ready to provide it when asked.

CURRENT ALHAMBRA FUND RAISING PROGRAMS
ALHAMBRA DONATIONS
There are numerous ways that you can make a donation to the Order of Alhambra. Listed
below are some of the means to make a donation:

1 - Helping Hand Pin - $100
2 - Helping Hand Charm 10K Gold - $150
3 - Helping Hand Tie Tack - $100
4 - Scallop Shell Pin - $100
5 - Scallop Shell Charm - $100
6 - Scallop Shell Tie Tack - $100
7 - Memorial Plaque - $150
8 - Appreciation Plaque - $150
9 - Plaque - $100
10 - 365 Club
11 - Canister
12 - Charity Contribution
13 - General Contribution
14 - Research Contribution
15 - Scholarship Contribution
16 - St. Francis Fez Pin - $100
17 - St. Francis Pendant - $100
18 - St. Francis Gold Pendant - $150
All donations go to the Charity Fund except the St. Francis items. Those can be donated
to the Charity Fund or the General Fund. You designate which fund is to receive the
monies when you order them. For items 10 through 15 you decide how much you wish
to donate.
The form to order or donate is located on the Order’s Website. Click on members then
scroll down to the Contributions Form and click. Fill this form out and mail to home
office with your check. If you don’t have access to the website call home office and
Denise will mail you a form.
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NEW
FEZ
PRICES
ANNOUNCED
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 14, 2013
Effective 10-14-13 the new fez prices are listed below:
FZ401 - Silk (Rayon) Fez 100.00 Stamped Name in Fez
FZ400 - Single Jewel Fez 150.00 Embroidered Name in Fez
FZ400D - Double Jewel Fez 200.00 Jeweled Letters
FZ400DS - Double Jewel
Special Fez
235.00 Rayon Letters
FD843 - Fez Case
41.00 Stabilizer - Fez
FD-TASSELS All Color
Tassels
12.00
(NOTE: All Fez Orders come with a tassel)
SHIPPING: All Fezes, Stabilizer and Fez Case - 15.00

4.00
6.50
3.65
0.50
6.50

Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
All Caravans in Region I, Granada #3, Lugo #113 and Mihrab #148 were
very active during the past few months with local events. I congratulate
all new Divan Members of these Caravans and wish them well in their
future encounters with God’s Special People. Connie Murphy has also
been very active in his dealings with the Catholic Radio. I am looking
forward to another successful year as your Supreme Director.

Bejar Caravan #56 Participated in Veteran’s Day
Celebrations

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Abd Er Rahman # 1 Brooklyn, NY
Thomas Leaver Eminent Grand Commander sends congratulations to you and your
supporting elected divan for the 2013-2014 fraternal year!
On 12/16/13 Sir Nobles and Sultanas from Abd-Er-Rahman Caravan #1 hosted their
annual Christmas party for the residents of Garfield Manor (a hostel run by Catholic
Charities in Brooklyn). The event was a big success with gifts for all the residents
and plenty of pizza and soda for all. The residents put on a show that included
Christmas carols. The caravan presented them with a $500 donation.
Alhamar Caravan # 4 Incorporated Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Eminent Grand Commander sends congratulations to you and your
supporting elected divan for the 2013-2014 fraternal year!
Installation of caravan officers was held on November 13, 2013 by Patrick Umbra
SD RII.
Christmas parties where held at White Haven Center, St. Joseph Alhambra House
Scranton, St. Joseph’s Auxiliary Center Swoyersville. Sir Nobles and Lady Nobles
sang Christmas Carols and Santa presented gifts. Attending the Christmas parties
from the caravan were Paul S. Makuch GC, Raymond F. Kownacki GA, Francis
Kennedy PGC, Cathy Kennedy VGC, David Miller GS, Joseph Pikaitis CB and
Thomas Keeney SE.
Cordova Caravan # 26 Incorporated Buffalo, NY
Carl Lombardo Eminent Grand Commander sends congratulations to you and your
supporting elected divan for the 2013-2014 fraternal year!
Cordova had their installation of officer for the 2013-2014 fraternal year at their
social caravan meeting on November 19, 2013.
Great news, two new Sir Nobles Larry Gerbec and David Smith initiated into
Cordova, The caravan and Order wishes the new sir nobles the very best.
Cordova had their Christmas social early on December 3, 2013 allowing members
to spend the advent season with their families.
Cordova caravan will be meeting only once a month in the cold winter months of
January and February.
Carl Lombardo GC said the new officers should have a copy of the caravan by-laws
and know the duties of their office.
The sultanas Christmas luncheon was held at My Tomato Pie restaurant on December
11, 2013.
Sultana Marilyn Robinson wished a Blessed and Merry Christmas to all members
and said “ Sweet Infant Jesus come take birth in our hearts”.

(Continued on Page 18)
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

I hope the holiday season found all of our members surrounded by friends All five of the caravans in Region IV have been operating and all five have had
and family enjoying the true spirit of Christmas, rang in the New Year Christmas parties for our Special Needs people.
with gusto and enthusiasm that will carry all through 2014.
Darro Caravan 29 held one of their special Christmas parties.
In mid-October Region III held its annual Ocean City get together. This
year members from Alcala, Padul, Wamba and Jerez enjoyed their crab Cortez Caravan 267 held their Christmas parties for their members and
feast, shopping, the casinos, golf, the hospitality room “horse races” Special Needs people. They hosted over 200 Special Need kids at the best
featuring the Sultanas who were the “moonshine jockeys” this year and parties the kids had all year.
the wonderful hospitality provided by Wamba Caravan. Anytime these
Oran Caravan 67 held two of their Christmas parties for Special Needs
caravans get together they find a way to have fun!
people. Oran coordinated with two of the local Knights of Columbus Councils
In the very near future books of chance will be mailed out for the Supreme and the ASGARD Motorcycle Club to obtain all of the gifts that the residents
Raffle. The cost of each chance has been lowered to ten dollars. The first from Biloxi Community Homes wanted. Santa delivered them while the Disk
prize is a trip to Hawaii with air transportation and room, second prize is Jockey continued the music.
a 55” TV, third prize is a lap top computer, fourth prize is a Tablet, fifth
prize is a Kindle Fire and the remaining prizes will be cash. I would like Muret Caravan 68 also held one of their successful Christmas Parties
to ask every member to do their very best in selling these tickets because
the profit from this raffle will serve to impede an increase in the per capita Diego Caravan 255 held their Christmas party for about 200 Special Needs
people.
charged to the caravans.
Padul #69
December 1 - Christmas Party
January 15 - Divan and caravan meeting
January 16-19 - Padul’s Williamsburg weekend
February 20 - Divan meeting
February 23 - Founders Day mass and breakfast
March 15 - St. Patrick’s Day Parade
March 20 - Divan meeting
Wamba #89
December 6 - WcI Christmas party
December 7 - Caravan Christmas Party
December 19 -Divan meeting
January 4 - Caravan meeting
January 16 - Divan meeting
February 1 - Memorial Mass and general caravan meeting
February 20 - Divan meeting
March 1 - Hooley Plunge
March 12-15 - ACIT
(Continued on Page 18)
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Since February is the month for our Founders Day, Region IV is hosting the
Executive Committees Founders Day Celebration. Mass will be at St. Michael
Parish. This is the church that is almost 100 years old and was the home for
the fishermen from Biloxi.

OPERATION COVER-UP
SPECIAL NOTICE
PSC Ed Fiorella sends this notice:
The International Order of Alhambra just lost one of their most loyal
Sultana’s, Amy Avila just recently died. Amy is the lady as you all know
set the standard for making the Alhambra Afghans. She was tireless and
kept asking for and buying material from her own pocket. Believe it or
not her working fingers covered over 300 of Gods special people. Not
only will her husband Art mourn her passing but so will the entire Order
and those she helped cover. God bless you Amy.

Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
At the beginning of 2014, My Sultana Barbara and I hope everyone had a “GREAT
CHRISTMAS AND SUPER NEW YEAR” with family and friends and you got
everything you asked for.
Carmona Caravan #75:
Region “V” held their November meeting on Tuesday, November 12 at Garfield
Heights K of C Hall. SD J. R. Black was in town to install the new Divan Officers.
Region “V” meeting was hosted by Carmona Caravan, in celebration of this; the
Sultanas were invited to join for the evening of fun and fellowship. There were was
a crowd of about 60 Sir Nobles and Sultanas and no one went home hungry; a big
thank you goes out to Chef Matt Harlan who prepared the Lasagna dinner.
Newly elected GC Hudec thanked all the members for their support in electing him
to represent them in the coming year and congratulated outgoing GC Mahoney for
a very successful year.
A million thanks went out to PGC Kenny Kovacs for preparing the October Meal at
the meeting.
Carmona treasurer is richer because 46 of its friends took the evening of September
26th to enjoy some fun and camaraderie, a big thank you to the folks that attended
and even more thanks to the workers who showed everyone a great evening.
Looking for a good deal? This year’s entertainment & all around town coupon books
are available right now. Remember Carmona Caravan receives a portion of the
proceeds. Get one for all your family and friends.
Don’t forget that each meeting we draw a name for the “Fez Pins”, but you have to
be present to win.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Gary A. DeCarlo
6015 E. Ten Mile Road
Warren, MI 48091-3802
(H) 586-436-0121
gdecarlo@hotmail.com
Happy Holidays from Region VI !!!
Every Caravan is busy spreading Christmas cheers to thousands of
developmentally disabled in our area. From pictures with Santa, shopping
sprees, turkeys for Christmas, numerous Christmas parties at schools, to
members dressed as elves and playing Santa and choirs singing. All this at the
busiest time of the year.
Many members take off work or time from their families to help spread holiday
cheer to those less fortunate than us.
Here is a quote from St. Francis that fits these members. “Remember that when
you leave this Earth, you can take with you nothing that you received – only
what you have given.”
God Bless and Merry Christmas from
Patti and Gary DeCarlo – Supreme Director Region VI
P.S. Did we tell you, we loved you today?
On November 12, Region V, held a special meeting to install new officers of
Region V Caravans. We were honored to have Supreme Director J.R. Black and
his wife attend to do the officiating. Grand Chamberlain Tom Harlan’s son Matt,
a local chef, prepared a wonderful meal. In celebration of this event Sultanas
were invited to join us for a evening of fun and fellowship.

The final Canister collection was held at Gesu Church on November the 9th and
10th.
Congratulations to Grand Scribe Kevin Gareau who learned in October he has
passed the Ohio Bar Exam.
Our Condolences go out to PGC Kovacs on the loss of his mother Margaret Venordy
in October; also our condolences go out to PSO Harlan on the loss of his step Mother.
May they rest in peace.
Don’t forget to pay your dues, thanks for helping wrap up the process early and
thanks for your membership.
Parting words from PGC Bob Mahoney – I would like to personally send out a
heartfelt thank you to the 2013 Divan and all member of the Carmona Caravan that
supported and guided me this past year. I wish continued success to the new 2014
Divan Officers.

Supreme Director J.R. Black
installing new officers

Region V new Grand
Commanders, Left Dominic
Madonia
(Abba
Koval),
Supreme Director J.R. Black,
Dr. Dave Hudek ( Carmona),
PSD Carl Majewski (Al
Janna). Missing is Marty
Ryan (Mahdi).

(Continued on Page 18)
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
Sir Nobles, I hope everyone had a great Christmas, and now we should be
enjoying a new year filled with God’s blessings. I want to praise Region
VII for all the projects and events in which they involve themselves
throughout the year...all in an effort to help God’s Special Children. And
although we accomplish our mission, we do need more members. Let’s
look to the future and ask ourselves one question. Can Alhambra continue
with our current membership? Since the 2013 convention, Baza, Bejar
and El Cid have recruited a total of fourteen new members. I encourage
the other caravans to recruit members. There are many Catholic gentlemen
who do not know we exist. Sir Nobles, it is not too late to recruit. There are
other Catholic organizations that recruit ten per cent of their membership
every year. Why can’t we? Remember the old saying, “CAN’T NEVER
DID ANYTHING UNTIL IT TRIED”. As I have been saying these past
two years, “ALL WE NEED TO DO IS ASK”. In July 2014, the Supreme
Directors from all regions will be meeting with the executive members
to set the budget and per capita for the 2014-2015 year. In August of last
year, I informed the Caravans that the Supreme Directors had worked hard
to help set the per capita at $52.00 per member. For the past two years, as
I have stated, two things will keep per capita down: the sale of supreme
raffle tickets and new members. Sir Nobles, let’s do all we can to bring in
new members. Remember the more members we have the more we can
do for God’s Special Children. God Bless Alhambra and God Bless God’s
Special Children.
Our Texas Caravans have been involved in the following:
Alva #91. Brownsville, Texas
Alva held their annual Installation of Officers and Dinner Dance on
December 13, 2013. The Caravan also participated in their Annual Kids
to the Movies Event in which 1,400 of God’s Special Children of all ages
were in attendance. The children were treated to a meal after the movie. A
total of 80 buses transported these special children to and from the event.
El Cid #106, Rio Grande City, Texas
The Caravan constructed two wheel chair ramps for two families with
special needs children. El Cid held three Christmas parties for special
needs children at three different elementary schools. On December 28,
2013, the Caravan held their Annual Presentation Ball in which they
celebrated their Fifty-seventh Anniversary and their installation of new
officers. Grand Commander Eloy Vera and Sentinel of the Tower Jorge
Alvarez Jr. were presented with the Texas Ranger Recruiter Badge for
recruiting a total of six new members.
(Continued on Page 19)
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Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
PO Box 1010
Idyllwild, CA 92549-1010
(H) 303-319-6550
cbraun18@gmail.com
Salaam and a Happy New Year to all.
Wow, 2014 is officially here. This is the year that the Caravans of our
Region are focusing on adding new Sir Nobles and Lady Nobles to our
ranks. The word around the Region is “ASK” following the advice of
our Illustrious Vice Supreme Commander in last month’s Alhambran. If
you missed that article it is well worth going back and reading. If you no
longer have your printed edition, remember, it is always available on-line
@ orderalhambra.org.
Ronda, Aben Zoar, Al Cassin, Ben Ziri, and Abd Al Aziz all finished 2013
with a plethora of activities. Ben Ziri even has developed their own web
site to the internet (www.benziri.com). I am sure they will be adding a link
on the orderalhambra.org site soon.
Mark your calendars for our next Ceremonial to be held in San Diego
April 25th and 26th . While you are there you can check out the 2015
Convention hotel which is located right next door to where we will be in
April. Contact us at the numbers below for specific details.
For the most current activity updates, when visiting Southern California,
do not hesitate to contact SD Chris Braun [303-319-6550] or SC Vince
Braun [562-572-4674].

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Jean-Maurice Brosseau
1585 Rue Kirouac
Laval, QC H7G 4T4 Canada
(O) 514-384-4545 (H) 450-668-3508

bross@videotron.ca
In the last publication of the Alhambran, I was asking for 100 e-mails
simply saying “SALAAM”. If I got the replies I would give $100 to our
local Charity Fund. It was an experiment to see if there was any interest in
these columns. Well, I received 9 replies. Thank you G.S. Connie Burns,
S.N. Réjean Dumont, S.N. Réal Thibault, S.N. Gilles Deguire, S.N. Gerry
Guy, S.N. Mark A. Montalband, S.N. Jean-Yves Gagné, P.S.C. André
Beauchamp and last but not least S.D. Roger Reid. Thanks to all nine of
you for taking some time out of your day to read this column.
And now for the news that everybody has been waiting for. Once again
Ramiro Caravan and Toloza Caravan held very successful Christmas
parties for our special friends. They staged events for a combined 650
individuals. Congratulations SN., L.N. and G.S. for a job well done (too
bad they don’t read this column).
I would like to take this opportunity to thank S.N. Mike Kiefer for providing
me with the material for the ceremonial that we held in October. Thanks
also to the S.N., L.N. and G.S. who participated in the Ceremonial. You
don’t know how much I appreciated your help. Thank you also to P.S.C.
André Beauchamp who helped me through the process. « Merci Beaucoup
André (André reads me but I don’t know about Mike).
On more serious note, we lost a very important Member recently (everybody
is important, but he was very important to me), he introduced me to Groups
outside our organization involved with our special friends like “L’Accueil
François” and “L’Association de Laval pour la Déficience Intellectuelle”. I
am talking about PGC Léon Boucher who was Grand Commander of both
Ramiro and Toloza. If you went to conventions you must have met him,
“Al Salaam Léon”.

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Jim DeZorzi
8438 Defore Dr RR2
Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
regionx@execulink.com
The Region has been busy with elections, Christmas parties and special
Masses. Now comes the real work. Caravans will be busy through the
winter months up here in the frozen North planning events and fundraisers.
If I might be so bold to suggest that Caravans should look to new sources
of funding like community programs run by local banks, Knights of
Columbus Councils, Catholic Women’s League, various government
grant programs such as Trillium in Ontario.
It always helps if your Caravan is very visible in your community.
Participate in community events such as parades, etc. Develop a liaison
with local weekly newspapers who will cover your events. Develop and
maintain a website and promote it to the general public. I can’t stress
enough keeping it current. Update it at least monthly with new pictures,
events and news.
Due to the vast distances between the Region’s Caravans we don’t get
together as much as we should. But rest assured, I am available to assist
you as best as I can and will visit your Caravan whenever invited if I am
available and if Region funding will allow.
Speaking of Regional financing, a Caravan should not expect their
Supreme Director to fund the activities of the Region. Every Caravan
in the Region is responsible for the support of the Region. Without this
support a Region will fail.
ALGARVA CARAVAN #168 CELEBRATES A NEW GRAND DIVAN

Now on a very personal note, when you read this I will be coming back
from a 6 weeks stay in Florida to help with the local economy. I am old
enough, my hair is grey and I have a slight beer belly but ...... I don’t wear
a speedo.
Thanks to my wife Danielle without whom nothing will be possible.
(Continued on Page 19)

On November 28, 2013 60 members and guests of Algarva Caravan #168 (Grand Bend,
Ontario) enjoyed a sumptuous meal together to celebrate the election of their 47th Grand
Divan. After dinner, Supreme Director Jim De Zorzi installed the officers shown above.
Front Row: Chamberlain Connie Burns, Scribe Rose Vandenberg, Grand Commander
Jack Van Haastert, Historiographer Joe Donkers, Captain of the Bodyguard Frank
Stokkermans, and Sentinel of the Tower Ed Tighe.
Back Row: Supreme Director Region X Jim De Zorzi, Master of the Wardrobe Mike
Charette, Scribe of the Exchequer Rick Vanos, Chaplain Rev Tom Donohue, Master of
the Oasis Doug Willsie and Advocate Bill Vandenberk.
Absent were Vice Grand Commander Louis Hendrikx and Sentinel of the Desert Peter
Van Engelen.
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Algarva Caravan #168’s Christmas Party
On Wednesday, November 20, 2013 the members of Algarva Caravan #168 hosted
125 of God’s Special Children at the Fred Thomas Memorial Hall of the Legacy
Centre in Thedford, Ontario to a day of music, dancing, food and fellowship which
included as a highlight a visit from Santa Claus.

Caravans
Darro Caravan #29’s Christmas Party
What do mean Darro Caravan went into hibernation, far from it. Grand Commander Bob
Stevens, along with VGC Art Chateau visited football state champions East Jefferson High
School’s special education classes accompanied by S.N. Santa Claus (Mike Wester) and
Mrs. Claus. Over 25 of gods special children were treated to gifts from Santa along with
cookies, cakes, and those famous hot dogs and chips. Even a few teachers were able to give
Santa their list for the holidays. So, from Darro Caravan #29, Merry Christmas to all and
a very Happy New Year.

Some of Santa’s elves

DJ Tony and one of the kids enjoying karaoke

Santa delivers a goodie bag to each kid present. His visit was the highlight of the day.
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in Action

36 members from the Wamba crew attending the Ocean
City get together

Barcelona Caravan #143’s Christmas Party

On December 2nd Barcelona Caravan treated over 100 of God’s Special People to a
lunch of hot dogs, sloppy joes, chips, candy and beverages while Santa Claus (GC
Carlos Chavez) greeted each child and gave them a gift of a Hershey Bar at the end
of the festivities. Dearborn Heights Michigan Firefighters and the Cheerleaders
from Divine Child High School were also there to entertain and assist in passing
out the lunch to the children.

Alhamar Caravan #4 Installation

Firefighters assist in entertaining the kids

Paul S. Makuch, Grand Commander Alhamar Caravan # 4, and his caravan was installed by
Patrick Umbra SD RII November 13, 2013.
Seated l to r: Patrick M. Umbra Jr., Supreme Director Region II; Paul S. Makuch, Grand
Commander; Kathy Kennedy, Region II Secretary/Vice Grand Commander; Fr. James E.
McGahagan, Chaplain Region II/Treasurer.
Standing l to r: Joseph Pikaitis, Captain of the Bodyguard ; Thomas Kenney, Scribe of the
Exchequer; Francis A. Kennedy, Historiographer; David Miller, Grand Scribe; Raymond
Kownacki, Grand Advocate
Santa says “Merry Christmas” to Mom and one of the kids

Booth used for Diego Caravan #255 Membership Drive at
the Sun Flee Market Saturday December 14th 2013

Divine Child Cheerleaders help to entertain at the party
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From the Supreme Scribe Ryan Mullen
Ryan can be reached by e-mail
17mullen@gmail.com

I couldn’t think up anything worth writing, so instead I devised this game for the kiddies below. Professor Fred E. Fezman is late for
his induction, but he’s very forgetful. How forgetful is he? He forgot his fez! Help Prof. Fezman navigate the labyrinth to find his
missing fez in time. Bonus points if you can complete it without going down any blind alleys.

For those of you not still stuck in the labyrinth, a selection of Moorish poetry from the personal compendium of the Supreme Scribe.
This week’s selection was written in the city of Santaren in the year 1123 AD by the Moorish poet Ibn Sara, and is entitled, “THE
BENEFACTOR.” Perhaps a fitting read as you file your taxes:
I knew from that fair eulogy
How fair is his philanthropy,
As green and verdant banks disclose
The river that between them flows.
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PRONOUNCEMENTS FROM THE SUPREME ADVOCATE
William Cubbedge

Will can be reached at willcubbedge@gmail.com
I regret that I have not submitted an article in some time. There have been issues, health related, work related, which are too boring to go into.
I apologize.
As there have been no official requests for a ruling on Al Sunna since I last wrote for The Alhambran, I’ll keep this short:
1. Model Bylaws - the model bylaws are ready and available for any caravan that requests them. If your caravan does not have its own bylaws, then, by virtue of Al
Sunna, it is technically operating under the model bylaws. I encourage every caravan that does not have its own bylaws to draft its own bylaws and submit them to
the home office as soon as possible.
2. Speaking of bylaws, I have completed my survey of the bylaws on file at the home office. Over my first two years in office, I asked for each caravan to send their
bylaws to me for review and record keeping purposes. I have found no serious deficiency in any of the ones submitted, and have provided draft language to caravans to
add to their bylaws regarding female members. Any caravan that did not submit its bylaws is presumed to not have its own, and, therefore, is presumed to be operating
under the model bylaws I mentioned above.
3. The revised Al Sunna was prepared and sent off to the Al Sunna revision committee a while back. I am still waiting for approval from members of that committee.
I am told that the revised Al Sunna should be published soon, and should also be available on our website.
I wish all of you a very fez-tive Christmas and Happy New Year!
International Order of Alhambra
Who Are We Now?
Founded well over 100 years ago as a Catholic fraternal order, the International Order of Alhambra has a rich and long standing history promoting social interactions
between it’s male members.
A stated purpose of our Order, as posted on the Alhambra website still is, “To promote social, fraternal and intellectual associations and through its Caravans provide a
practical means to form enduring fellowship and friendship among its members.”
How are we different today and has our recent decision to allow women into the Order created a need to update this statement?
I want to stress that we were founded a Catholic men’s fraternal order. The word “men” in common usage is implied in the word “fraternal” so throughout our history
we’ve never had to specifically state it.
Language works because we think in pictures. We hear a word and it immediately conjures up a picture in our mind. You hear the word “table” and you picture something
with a top and four legs to set things on or the word “chair” and you think of something slightly different. What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear
“fraternal”, “brotherhood” or “fellowship”? What about “sorority”? Does the former bring to mind groups of men and the latter women?
You might counter, there are other organizations that include both sexes that use the word fraternal in their name but I believe it’s only because we don’t have a better
word to accurately describe these mixed groups. A quick Google search brings up 2 well know fraternal orders, the Fraternal Order of Police and Fraternal Order of
Eagles along with some labor unions and a host of smaller male dominated organizations. Even colleges and universities speak of their inter-fraternal councils when
referencing both men’s and women’s groups. As male fraternalism developed first, it is easy to understand why this word might have been adopted in this context.
By its widely understood definition, “fraternal” does not imply women. It merely allows for them. To be equally accepting of women and of men we need to really think
about the words we choose.
At the convention in 2011, we voted as a body to accept women into the International Order of Alhambra. Did we accept them as second class members or equal
partners? I believe the intent was equal partnership.
The fear that our rapidly declining numbers would one day lead to the dissolution of the Order was the key reason we voted to open our membership to women. Looking
back, most Caravans already accepted the help of women in some form or another and it’s not that big a stretch to say that in many ways they were already integral to
our survival. I challenge any non chauvinistic married member to a debate on this.
Today we are an International Order of Catholic men and women and what bonds us together is not our maleness but rather our shared faith, our friendship, and our
common purposes both religious and charitable?
Yes, we accepted women into the International Order of Alhambra in order to survive but isn’t it even better to welcome and speak of them as equals so that we may
truly thrive.
By our complete acceptance of women as equal members we properly recognize and honor them for the work they do within our organization. By recognizing their
equality in the words we choose we remove for them the last impediments to membership, and allow for equal communion and a truly bonded association.
Respectfully,
GC Mike Kiefer Galicia Caravan No. 77 – Detroit, Michigan
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Region II (Continued from Page 9)

Region V (Continued from Page 11)

Aurora Caravan #55 Clifton, NJ
Frank Coccaro Eminent Grand Commander sends congratulations to you and
your supporting elected divan for the 2013-2014 fraternal year!

Don’t forget the Sultana’s After Christmas Party and PGC Gala to be held January 11,
2014 at the Shriner’s event center. The have once again invited us to join in on the fun
and to recognize PGC’s.

Mr. Coccaro GC reported that on December 18, 2013 Aurora held their
annual Christmas party for Gods Special people at the Athenia Veterans Post
and about 150 developmentally disabled attended. Santa was there to present
the Christmas presents.
Mr. Coccaro GC reported the next event for the developmentally disabled
will be the St. Patty’s Day party March 2014.
AL-FATH #126 Levittown, PA
George Brennan Eminent Grand Commander sends congratulations to you
and your supporting elected divan for the 2013-2014 fraternal year!
Al Fath held there annual fund-raiser at Cape May New Jersey, November 29,
30 and December 1, 2013 and was a very successful weekend. The highlight
of the weekend was where the sultana’s were the racing camel’s and the
Alhambran’s there bet on the winners. This is one of the best weekends to
start your Christmas shopping around the shore and in town, plenty of sales.
The 1st Saturday in December has been the date for Al Fath’s annual Christmas
party for the developmentally disabled for over 30 years. George Brennan GC
said what a great organization and activities his predecessors built.
Alhamar 4’s commander Paul S. Makuch GC 4 and me attended a really good
time weekend at Cape May New Jersey.
Region III (Continued from Page 10)

Porto #104
November 14 - Divan meeting
December 14 - Christmas Party and Mass
January 9 - Caravan meeting
February 8 - Founders Day and Charity Awards Presentation
March 13 - Caravan meeting

Thanks so much to the 20 Sir Nobles and 2 Sultanas who participated in the annual
Church collections. Your efforts will provide much happiness next year to some of our
friends who cannot help themselves.
On behalf of the members of the Grand Divan of Carmona Caravan #75, I would like
to extend to all the members, their families, and God’s Special Children, best wishes
for the holiest and merriest of Christmases and happiest, healthiest and wealthiest of
New Years!
Mahdi Caravan #142:
The true meaning of Christmas is slipping away from us. It seems we are too busy with
the shopping and celebrating, and we have forgotten the true meaning. Manger scenes
are not allowed in public because it might offend some people, Well, I, too am offended
by those that do not let us have these manger scene in public, but I turn the other cheek
because that is what Christ tells us to do.
On the Journey to Bethlehem Our Special People brought up the figures to make the
manger at Mass. What a sight to behold, each one proud to bring up a figure to add
to the display. Bishop Gries had a wonderful homily and everyone wished him a
good retirement. What a present he received with all of his “Special Friends” started
shouting happy retirement. The bishop said being retired will not keep him away from
his special friends.
Wow what an Italian Festival, Nice new touches, I for one, thought the food was better
this year and the appetizers put it over the top. A big “AL SALAAM” to all who worked
hard to make this event a success. It takes a lot of hard work, from the organizing, to
the men that sold the side boards and tickets for the prosciutto, to those at registration
and money guys. It was a great event for networking and catching up on the last year.
Friends and family getting together, it doesn’t get any better than this.
Our annual Kandymen Christmas Party was held Saturday, December 14th. What a
crowd we had. All of our guests seemed to have a good time. There was dancing to
DJ Larry with Slider leading the way. There was food and drink for all with cookies to
follow. Then, to top off the afternoon, Santa Claus arrived and said hello to our guests.
What a glorious day and a start to the Christmas season. A big thank you to all the Sir
Nobles and Sultanas who helped with this event.
We donated a couple of laptops to St. Gabe’s Special Education Program, which were
very much appreciated. It seems the students took to them like pros. It is always great
to hear news like this.

Jerez #183
October 12 - Caravan meeting
December 1 - Caravan Christmas party and meeting

Please pay your dues as soon as possible.

Congratulations to all of the newly installed Divans of Region III. Please
know that I am available for any assistance if needed.

The church collections are completed for this year and we thank everyone who helped
at the parishes. We also thank Jim Mandelik for his efforts.

The Sultanas of Garfield Heights invite you and a guest to join us in celebrating the
Holidays and to recognize the PGC’s of the Ohio Caravans. To be held Saturday,
January 11, 2014.

Abba Koval #200:
Greetings Lady and Sir Nobles, as many of you know I have become you new GC (GC
Dominie Madonia) and I would like to thank PGC Borkowski for all his help and also
for his service to our Caravan. Truly it will be hard to follow in his footsteps. Our
last Memorial Mass was attended by a very few members so afterwards we decided
it would be better to have the mass on a Sunday Morning so the Church will be full
of people, therefore I have set up a Memorial Mass on November 9th, 2014 at St.
Augustine at the 10AM mass.
The journey to the Bethlehem Mass was December 7th at OLA/St. Joseph center.
A final report from the Exchequer was made; please get your dues in as soon as possible.
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Region VII (Continued from Page 12)

Region IX (Continued from Page 13)

Baza #78, Corpus Christi, Texas
On November 3, 2013, Baza held their annual Commanders Ball and
Installation of Officers at the Corpus Christi Town Club which overlooks
the beautiful Corpus Christi Bay. On December 13, 2013, the Caravan held
its annual Christmas Party at St. Pius Catholic Church. Texas Roadhouse
catered the event, and all Sir Nobles and Sultanas had an enjoyable evening.
Dining and dancing was enjoyed by all.

FRENCH VERSION

Guadalupe #234, El Paso, Texas
During the month of November 2013, the Caravan supported the Special
Olympic Fall Games. The Sir Nobles and Sultanas provided a meal of
hamburgers and soft drinks for all who participated in this event. A total of
300 special needs children of all ages were in attendance. In December of
2013, the Caravan was again recognized by the South Texas Special Olympics
Committee for all their time, energy and hard work in helping ensure that
the Special Olympics Games run smoothly throughout the year. The South
Texas Special Olympics Committee continues to recognize Guadalupe 234
and the Sultanas’ efforts and assistance.
Bejar #56, San Antonio, Texas
Reverend Ruben Garcia, Chaplain for Bejar #56, celebrated a special mass
at St. Cecilia Catholic Church on December 1, 2013 for all Sir Nobles.
Father bestowed a special blessing to all Sir Nobles in attendance... for their
dedication to God’s Special Needs Children. The Caravan held their annual
Christmas Party at Central Catholic High School. At this event members
donated $800.00 worth of toys which were given to The Children’s Shelter .
On January 17, 2014, the Caravan celebrates the Annual Commanders Ball
at the Bright Shawl Historical Event Center to which over 100 Sir Nobles
and Sultanas attend.

Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the
next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address
to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

Dans la dernière publication de l’Alhambran, j’ai promis de verser 100$ à
la Fondation Alhambra, si je recevais 100 courriels avec simplement le mot
« Salaam », je voulais savoir si quelqu’un lisait ce texte et bien, j’ai reçu 9
courriels.
Merci à G.S. Connie Burns, N.S. Réjean Dumont, N.S. Réal Thibault, N.S.
Gilles Deguire, N.S. Gerry Guy, N.S. Mark A. Montalband, N.S. Jean-Yves
Gagné, P.S.C. André Beauchamp et le dernier mais non le moindre D.S
Roger Reid.
Merci à chacun de vous pour avoir pris de votre temps pour lire cet article.
Et maintenant, voici les nouvelles que tous attendaient : Encore une fois les
Caravanes Ramiro et Toloza ont tenu chacune une Fête de Noel pour nos
Protégés, environ 650 individus ont participé à ces événements. Bravo aux
N.S., N.D., et G.S. pour un travail exceptionnel, (dommage qu’ils ne lisent
pas cet article).
J’aimerais profiter de cette occasion pour remercier le N.S. Mike Kieffer
pour m’avoir fourni le matériel relatif au Cérémonial que nous avons tenu
en octobre 2013. Merci à tous les N.S., N.D. et G.S. qui ont participé à ce
Cérémonial, vous ne savez pas combien j’apprécie votre aide. Merci au
P.S.C. André Beauchamp qui m’a aidé et guidé au cours de ce processus.
« Merci beaucoup André » (André me lit mais je ne suis pas certain pour
Mike).
Sur une note plus sérieuse, nous avons perdu un Membre très important
récemment (tous les Membres sont importants, mais il l’était particulièrement
pour moi) il m’a introduit à des organismes extérieurs à notre Groupe
comme « L’Accueil François » et « L’ALDI ». Je parle de l’E.N.S. Léon
Boucher Ex Grand Commandeur de Ramiro et Toloza,
un « Al Salaam »
bien bas pour toi, Léon.
Maintenant sur une note très personnelle, quand vous lirez ceci, je serai de
retour de 6 semaines en Floride. Je suis assez vieux, mes cheveux sont gris
et j’ai une légère bedaine, mais …..je ne porte pas de speedo.
Merci à mon épouse Danielle, sans qui rien ne serait possible.
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From the Supreme Chamberlain Giles Benard
Giles can be reached by e-mail
g.benard1@videotron.ca

DOLLARS AND CENTS
In order to keep you informed with the financial information of the Order you will find below the Statement of Activities and also the Statement of
Financial Position for both the General Fund and the Charity Fund as of November 30, 2013.						
Order of Alhambra General Fund
Statement of activities
As of November 30, 2013
Earned Revenue
Per capita dues
Sale of organization supplies
Donations from Caravans (Convention)
Donations from Caravans (10% from events)
Donations visit Pope				
Management fee
Raffle (Net)				
Miscellaneous
Total Earned Revenue
Expenses
Cost of organization supplies
Salaries & Fringe Benefits
Office
Insurance & Bonds
Utilities
Building Expenses
Magazine
Insurance program
Convention Expenses			
Executive meetings
Travel Executive Secretary
Professional fees
Bank Charges				
Miscellaneous
Depreciation

Order of Alhambra General Fund
Statement of Financial Position
As of November 30, 2013
Assets
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Term Deposit
Accounts Receivable
Due from related party (Convention)
Prepaid expenses
Inventory
Total Current Assets

45,890
5,370
6,235
137
500
7,500
3,955
3,130

58,828
57,084
33,932
7,951
8,045
7,281
173,121

72,717
Fixed Assets
Furniture & Fixtures
Accum. Depr. Furn. & Fixtures
Total Fixed Assets

7,063
39,053
12,000
2,820
783
2,760
5,804
6,337
14,059
1,778
999
862
178
334
110

46,512
(45,964)
548

Total Assets

173,669
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable
Deferred Revenue
Total Current Liabilities

2,768
64,884
67,652

Total Liabilities

67,652
Net Assets

Net Assets

106,017
106,017

Total Expenses

95,740
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

Decrease in net assets

(23,023)

Net assets at beginning of year

129,040

Net assets at end of year

106,017

(Continued on Page 21)
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173,669

DOLLARS AND CENTS
(Continued from Page 20)

Order of Alhambra Charity Fund Inc.
Statement of Financial Position
As of November 30, 2013

Order of Alhambra Charity Fund Inc.
Statement of Activities
As of November 30, 2013

Assets

Income
Contributions
Other Income
Investment Income
Realized gain on sale of investments
Total Income

500
7,155
16,850
2,515

Expenses
Management fee
Building Expense
Office
Legal & Accounting
Charitable Donations
Matching Grant Program
Membership Award Program
Operation Cover Up
Scholarship and charitable grants
Depreciation
Bank charges
Total Expenses

7,500
683
1,817
862
100
2,100
6,400
600
19,000
1,246
1

27,020

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
7,575
Accrued interest receivable
15,624
Current portion of notes receivable (see note 1)
45,725
Investments
2,326,402
Total Current Assets
2,395,326
Fixed Assets
Land
Building
Accum. Depr. Building
Equipment
Accumulated depreciation
Total Fixed Assets

31,746
201,056
(5,155)
8,954
(8,406)
228,195

Other Assets
Notes Receivable net of current
portion (See note 1)

462,499
462,499

40,309
Total Assets

Income (Decrease) in Net Assets

3,086,020

(13,289)
Liabilities

Net Assets beginning of year
Net Assets end of year

3,091,719
3,078,430

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Total Current Liabilities

7,590
7,590
Net Assets

Net Assets End of Period

3,078,430
3,078,430

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

3,086,020

Note 1 Detail of Loans Receivable
Due from
Maturity Date
Manresa Alhambra House Inc.
07/01/18
St. Francis Camp
03/01/21
St. Joseph’s Center Inc.
06/03/23
Coop Solidarite Entre-Nous
11/01/28
Foundation CRDI Normand Laramée
08/31/31
Oran Alhambra House Inc.
05/16/32

Total Due
77,777
157,947
50 000
37,500
90,000
95 000
508,224

Current Portion
11,914
18,811
2,500
2,500
5,000
5,000
45,725

Due Long Term
65,863
139,136
47,500
35,000
85,000
90,000
462,499

The General Fund incurred a loss mostly because the Convention Expenses were higher than expected as the number of members attending the Convention
was less than planned.
The Charity Fund comes up with a loss as our charitable programs are still higher than the income generated by our investments.
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Region V Journey to Bethlehem
On December 7, 2013, the Journey to Bethlehem Mass was celebrated at OLA/St. Joseph Center in Cleveland Ohio. This beautiful Mass, celebrated by Bishop Roger Gries, marks the
29th liturgy for persons with disabilities, their families and friends. Sir Nobles from Cleveland area Caravans escorted the Bishop in the opening and closing processions. They also
pitched in and helped distribute the lunches and beverages to more than 200 participants.
This Mass is sponsored by Catholic Charities Disability Services and Ministries. The Cleveland area Caravans have always been very supportive of the many programs offered in the
Diocese.
The Journey to Bethlehem Mass is a special Diocesan celebration of persons with disabilities. During the Mass, persons with disabilities assume many roles – from readers to servers
to Eucharistic ministers to participants in a procession which builds the Nativity scene. Year after year, people have commented how beautiful this liturgy is. For many people, this is
Christmas.

Bishop Roger Gries

Participants bringing Wine, Water, Bread and
items to build the Nativity Scene

Bishop Roger Gries offering Communion

Region VII Scholarship Presentation

Bejar Caravan #56 Participate in Children’s Toy Drive

On October 23, 2013, Supreme Director, Joe B. Cortinaz presented on behalf of
the Order of Alhambra five $1000.00 scholarships to Patricia Underwood, Stacy
Ramos, Elsa Angeles, Maria Dolores Llamas and Amanda Manley from Our Lady
of the Lake University located in San Antonio, Texas. They are enrolled in the
School of Professional Studies, Department of Communication and Learning
Disorders. Their studies are focused on providing the services to the disable and in
achieving the following goals: 1 - prepare professionals for clinical service careers
in speech-language pathology, 2 - provide students with the necessary skills and
knowledge base in order to provide effective and direct clinical services to the
diverse linguistic and multicultural population of individuals with communicative
disorders and 3 - develop students’ skills in conducting research in the field of
communication sciences and disorders. The leadership of the University, School,
Department and Bejar Caravan #56 are very proud of their recent academic
achievements.

Members from Bejar 56 donated $800.00 worth of toys to The Children’s
Shelter. The toys were collected at the caravans Christmas Party on Dec
10, 2013. From left to right : PGC Bob Herrera, SD Joe B. Cortinaz, Mrs.
E’ Randa Newsome, SN Gene Perkins, PGC Alex Camacho and SN Greg
Thompson.
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OCEAN CITY ALHAMBRA GET TOGETHER
DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 09 TO SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 12, 2014
PLACE: OCEAN CITY MARYLAND – HOWARD
JOHNSON HOTEL
888-465-3451 (Toll Free)

REGION VI SCHOLARSHIPS
On December 18th Galicia Caravan, during their Annual Caravan
Christmas Party, presented 2 Alhambra Scholarships to the students
shown below. Galicia Caravan, when presenting the $1,000 Alhambra
Scholarships, also match with a $1,000 check from the Caravan.
Sancho Caravan #261 also presents a $500 check when presenting an
Alhambran Scholarship. Region VI challenges all other Caravans in
the Order to do the same thing, provide a check from the Caravan or
Region when presenting a Scholarship Check.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PSC ED
FIORELLA 757-362-9225
WAMBA HAS AGAIN AGREED TO HOST THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM AS THEY HAVE IN THE
PAST – THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT “WAMBA”
VISIT OCEAN CITY DOWNS CASINO ONLY 10
MINUTES FROM THE HOTEL
PADUL 69 WILL AGAIN SPONSOR THE HORSE
RACING IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM
THIS YEAR WILL FEATURE “THE ENDLESS
SUMMER CRUISIN” OCTOBER 09TH THRU THE
12TH. THIS EVENT FEATURES 2,500 RODS,
CUSTOM CAR CLASSICS, TRICK TRUCKS AND
MORE, PLUS THE BOARDWALK PARADES,
WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE THURSDAY, FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY

Kaitlyn Brasher receives 2 checks, one Alhambra Scholarship for
$1000 and a matching $1,000 check from Galicia Caravan #77.
Pictured l to r; GC Mike Kiefer, Kaitlyn, John and Megan Vicari
(Kaitlyn’s Parents) and Walt and Karen Schlichting (Kaitlyn’s
Grandparents)

COME ON OUT AND ENJOY A FUN WEEK-END
- EVEN IF THE WEATHER IS BAD
WE HAVE A GREAT TIME WITH FELLOWSHIP
AND REMEMBERING ALL THE GOOD TIMES
WE HAVE HAD
WITH PERMISSION FROM FATHER “K”,
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY
AFTERNOON (APPROX 5:00 PM)

Kristin Constantino receives 2 checks, one Alhambra Scholarship
for $1,000 and a matching $1,000 check from Galicia Caravan #77.
Pictured are Kristin and Karen Constantino (Kristin’s Mother)
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St. Francis Camp
www.saintfranciscamp.org
Submitted by President Russ Kreinbring
From my Sultana Paula and myself a very Blessed, Peaceful and Healthy
New Year to everyone.
Another successful camp season is behind us. We had more campers this
year with the diligent support and help from all the volunteers, sultanas
included (You know who you are – I can’t possibly mention everyone’s
name). We would not have been able to perform all the work that was
necessary to keep the camp up. Many thanks goes out to the Board of
Directors for their continued support of hard work and new ideas in
supporting our Camp. A special thanks goes out to our Treasurer, PGC
Bob Steinberger, for setting up new financial policies and collecting the
outstanding debt of the two previous years that we had. A special thanks
also goes out to our Maintenance Director, Charlie Steuer and his Sultana
Kathy, for their work beyond the call of duty. Last, but not least, the
Executive Director, Russ Smith, for his endless hours in trying to move
us forward. For those that don’t realize, the Executive Director’s position
is a thankless job.

LETTER SUBMITTED BY SD JIM DE ZORZI
GIVEN TO HIM BY A FELLOW SIR NOBLE
Church Members Mistreat Homeless Man in Church Unaware It Is their Pastor
in Disguise
Pastor Jeremiah Steepek transformed himself into a homeless person and went
to the 10,000 member church that he was to be introduced as the Head Pastor
at that morning services.
He walked around his soon to be church for 30 minutes while it was filling
with people for service, only 3 people out of the 7,000 - 10,000 people said
hello to him.
He asked people for change to buy food - no one in the church gave him
change.
He went into the Sanctuary to sit down in the front of the church and was
asked by the ushers if he would please sit in the back.
He greeted people to be greeted back with stares and dirty looks, with people
looking down on him and judging him.
As he sat in the back of the church, he listened to the church announcements
and such.
When all that was done, the elders went up and were excited to introduce the
new pastor of the church to the congregation. “We would like to introduce to
you Pastor Jeremiah Steepek.” The congregation looked around clapping with
joy and anticipation.
The homeless man sitting in the back stood up and started walking down the
aisle.
The clapping stopped with all eyes on him.

A heartfelt thanks goes out to Fr. Solanus Casey Knights of Columbus
Council 3797 of Roseville for their support thru a fund-raiser that helped
not only St. Francis Camp on the Lake but also Parents Who Care who also
help the developmentally disabled. (in the picture from left to right, Ken
Warzybok, Grand Knight, Joe Gomez, Fundraiser Chairman, rep from
Parents Who Care and Russ Kreinbring, President, St. Francis Camp)
A big thank you to the Caravans outside the State of Michigan for their
support in purchasing our Camp Calendars which provide scholarship
assistance for those that may need help to attend St. Francis Camp.
REMINDER – ALL TICKET STUBS AND MONEY FROM THE
SALES OF THE CALENDAR BOOKS MUST BE RETURNED TO
RUSS SMITH NO LATER THAN JANUARY 26TH.
In January 2014, a Wild Game Dinner was held which is the largest fundraiser for the Camp. The Honorary Chairman is Mike Malinowski, “K of
C Worthy State Deputy” and also a member of the Alhambra. We’d like
to thank him for his continued support.

He walked up the altar and took the microphone from the elders (who were
in on this) and paused for a moment then he recited, “Then the King will say
to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For
I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? ‘
“The King will reply. ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ ”
After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and told them all
what he had experienced that morning. Many began to cry and many heads
were bowed in shame.
He then said, “Today I see a gathering of people, not a church of Jesus Christ.
The world has enough people but not enough disciples. When will YOU
decide to become disciples?”
He then dismissed service until next week.
Following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ should be more than just talk. It
ought to be a lifestyle that others around you can love about you and share in.
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MORE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS BY CARAVANS
Pictures from one of Three Christmas party’s Diego Caravan #255 did for our special people, being attended by approximately 90 people.

Garcia Caravan #230

Toloza Caravan #81

Ramiro Caravan #241
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme Chaplain
every Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies
derived from the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING

Caravan 0
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
M/M Mark Corte
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Ms. Angie Mastrangelo
Ms. Carolyn Ceccoli
Caravan 1
M/M Roy Lanza
M/M Roy Lanza
M/M Roy P. Lanza
Ms. Joanne Monck
Ms. Lisa Fisher
Caravan 4
Alhamar Caravan #4
M Francis A. Kennedy
M/M Thomas M. Dugan
Ms. Patricia Dougherty
Ms. Patricia Dougherty
Ms. Patricia Dougherty
SD Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
SN Raymond A. Metzo, III

Unaffiliated
Brent Smith (L)
Kenny Smith
Hugo Vicari
Marcia Mackowiak
Geraldine Giacento
Mary Cipolla
Marie Kuluscha
Hugo Vicari
Abd Er Rahman
Leonard Misericordia (L)
Michael Maurer
Josephine Arena
Nino Di Placido
John F. Langston
Alhamar
Harriet Baut
Harriet Bart
Joseph Kreitzer, Jr.
James G. Dorko
Ann (Nancy) Antolik
Joan Yasenchok (L)
Raymond Knasiak, PGC
Marianne Lynch

Caravan 16 Alcala
Alcala Caravan #16 Rose Stacharowski (L)
Caravan 26
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M Frank P. Vitello
M/M Robert C. Robinson
M/M Ronald J. Gaglione
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
PSV Samuel J. Yannello
PSV Samuel J. Yannello
The Sultanas of Cordova
The Sultanas of Cordova
The Sultanas of Cordova
Caravan 29
A. L. Abila-Darro Caravan
PGC A. L. Abila/Darro
PSA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr

Cordova
David Zeis
Francis Balcomb
Carl Lombardo (L)
Sally C. Iannello
Anthony Lo Quidice
Anna Mett (L)
Adeline S. Romance
Jerry Sullivan, Jr. (L)
Leona Antkowiak (L)
Sally C. Iannello
Mark J. Amoia
Paul W. Mathias
Sally Iannello (L)
Jerry Sullivan, Jr. (L)
Darro
Rita Rose Schmidt Biagiona
SN Clifton “Pops” Guidry
Charles Joseph “CJ” Tortorich

Caravan 55
M/M Clement Ceglarski
M/M Clement Ceglarski
M/M John A. Kaslow
M/M John A. Kaslow
M/M John A. Kaslow

Aurora
Annette Wajda
Peter Garbera
Adele Bondel
Adele Bondel
Donald Myles

Caravan 56
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores

Bejar
Mrs. Joyce Ulrich-bday (L)
Mrs. Juanita Munoz-surg (L)
Dr. Jose San Martin, Sr.
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Caravan 56 (Cont’d)
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich

Bejar
Mrs. Georgia Stillwell-ill (L)
Mary K. Kung (L)
Bessie Fernandez-bday (L)
Jane Horny-bday (L)
PSC George/Gigi DeWinne-60th anniv
Ben Horny-bday (L)
PGC Carlos X. Camacho (L)

Caravan 77 (Cont’d)
M/M Leon A. Merecki
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Robert Wojtylo
The Casasanta Family

Galicia
Florence Lyczynski
Ronald Antosch
Patricia Maynard
Michael Kinnear (L)
Bea Kinnear (L)
Annie Ches

Caravan 84
M/M Carl C. Fischer
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos
Ronda Caravan #84

Ronda
Bridget Carney
Frank Fouce
Charles Poorman (L)
PSV Frank Fouce

Caravan 69
M/M Edward A. Fiorella
M/M James R. Black
M/M Paul F. Siebeking
M/M Richard J. Gregovich
M/M Richard J. Gregovich
Ms. Lil. Tyminski
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69

Padul
Sul. Jean Shackelford
Audrey (Jean) Shackelford
Audrey Shackelford (L)
Amy Avila (L)
Jean Shackelford
Audrey Jean Shackelford
Jean Shackelford (L)
Amy Avila (L)
Tony Leketa (L)
PGC Donald Jones (L)
Amie Avila (L)
Art Roy (L)
Joan Migiaccio (L)
Audrey (Jean) Shackelford
Catherine Eichhorn (L)

Caravan 75
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
M/M John Peter Margeviciu
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan

Carmona
Irene M. Santilli
Maria Ciccolini
Grace Hallan
Pauline Starzynski
Robert Montoni
Joseph M. Mandula (L)
Joseph M. Mandula (L)
Gregg Fortune
Margaret Vedroy
Margaret Vedroy (L)
Neil Corrigan
Anne Slavkovsky
Greg Lenhert
Jerry Krajeer

Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan #77
LN Patricia E. Plotkowski
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman

Galicia
Carole Swajanen (L)
Sultana C. J. Wrobel (L)
SN Max Salvatore
Alarie Jefferson, Sr. (L)
SN Richard J. Meyers
PGC Michael Miele, Sr.
Sul. Marian Matera
Linda Krehlic
Caravan 133
Linda Krehlik (L)
PGC Joseph Consiglio (L) M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
PGC Russ Kreinbring (L)
Caravan 138
SN Nicholas Bontomasi (L) PGC Vincent J. Valentini
Robert Giacolletto (L)
Henry L. Klink (L)
Caravan 142
Ann Burson
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
John E. Lewis
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
Henry Klink
M/M George J. Butala Jr.

Caravan 89
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M John J. Sangiovanni
Ms. Sally Seward
Caravan 91
Alva 91 Caravan
Alva 91 Caravan
Alva 91 Caravan

Wamba
Thomas Cumiskey (L)
Benjamin T. Shaffer
Francine Sponagle (L)
Alva
Mrs. Lee Trevino
SN George E. Borrego
Mrs. Adelina R. “Titer” Garcia

Caravan 104 Porto
M/M Jerry John Jim Cengurt
M/M William C. Ubbens Mildred Snyder
Caravan 106 El Cid
M/M Camilo R. Ramirez PGC Leonel J. Lopez -get well (L)
Caravan 113 Lugo
Ms. Shirley Fontaine Frank Polizotti
Caravan 114 Braga
M/M Frank Landa Michael Miele
M/M Frank Landa Thomas Hanus
Caravan 122 Leon
M/M Raymond G. Gagnon John E. Unsworth, Jr.
Caravan 126
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
Ms. Constance M. Brady
Ms. Lee Roswell
Ms. Rosalie Strader
Sultana’s of Al Fath #126

Al Fath
Patrick Hamlon
Raymond Knasiak (L)
Ann Martina (L)
William John Jarvis
SE Ray Knasiak (L)
Raymond Knasiak
Raymond Knasiak
Raymond Knasiak
William John Jarvis
Aben Zoar
Robert Neuer
Valencia
Anthony “Tony” Bartal
Mahdi
Christine Ann Gudin
Dennis R. Austin
Michael J. Irwin (L)

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 26)
Caravan 142 (Cont’d)
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
Ms. Concetta Butala
Ms. Concetta L. Butala
Caravan 143
SE James E. Kremer
SE James E. Kremer
SE James E. Kremer
SE James E. Kremer

Mahdi
Maja Murphy (L)
Pete Marzano
Coleen Fisher
Joan Kehl
Barcelona
Norma Jean Bak (L)
Nunzio Curcuru (L)
Claude Emery (L)
Jo Jo Brezowski (L)

Caravan 151 Vigo
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic Elizabeth Phillips
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic Mary Ann Kellemen
Caravan 161 El Poder
SN Robert E. Maraczi Barbra Balog
Caravan 168 Algarva
M/M Jim De Zorzi SN Tom Vlemmix
Caravan 169 Santiago
M/M Mark A Montalbano Lucille Mastruzzo
Caravan 183 Jerez
Lesa & Brett McLane Marie Imelda Bergelt
Ms. Theresa Gillespie Kenneth B. Coaxum, Sr.
Caravan 209
GC Terrence O. O’Brien
SE Abraham R. Gonzalez
SN Abraham R. Gonzalez

Dar Al Ruse
Virgil Zipper
M/M Ernest Grubbs (L)
M/M William V. Lambeth (L)

Caravan 217
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Theodore Marzonie
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
Caravan 218
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Kennith C. Owen
MM Kennith C. Owen
SN Kennith C. Owen

Manresa
PGC Leo Wojtylo (L)
Barbara Jarvis
Sul. Mary Margaret Russette
Marjorie Ann Klein
Laura (Sewesky) Beech
Patrick Sweeney
Ben Ziri
James Bridges
David D’Andrea
Rosalio Lopez
James Burton
Nancy Braun

Caravan 255 Diego
M/M Roger J. Reid Michael Miele
Caravan 261 Sancho
M/M Leo Wojtylo John Ries (L)
Caravan 262 Abd Al Aziz
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart Frank Fouce, PGV
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart PGC Joseph Moser
Caravan 298 At Large
M/M Robert Fischer Miles Hughes
SN William S. Maraczi Glen Joslin (L)

ALHAMBRA
The statistics published above come from the financial records of the International
Order of Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up to December 31, 2013.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here please contact the
staff at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any error is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way
to remember someone
who is sick or who has
died.

A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO
*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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More Pictures from Diego Caravan 255 Christmas Parties

Together we are stronger
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