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This issue is the Official Convention Issue. Make sure that you bring it with you when you head to Nashville
at the end of June. It contains all information about the amendments to Al Sunna, the candidates who are
running for Supreme Office and other latest information about the agenda of the Convention. There are also
other articles that have been sent to the Editor which are timely. He felt it necessary to include these to keep
the membership fully informed about the activities of the Caravans.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

Convention Agenda
Saturday 6-29-2013
Convention Registration
Scrapbook Registration
Plaque Ceremony
Council of Viziers Meeting
Open Hospitality Room

Monday 7-1-2013
Daily Mass
Buffet Breakfast
Delegate Registration
Supreme Divan Meeting #1
Luncheon
Supreme Divan Meeting #2
Open Hospitality Room
Supreme Candidates Night

Sunday 6-30-2013
Daily Mass
Buffet Breakfast
Convention Registration
Scrapbook Registration
Opening Convention Mass
Lunch
Council of Viziers Meeting
“Country/Western” Dinner Party
Open Hospitality Room

Tuesday 7-2-2013
Daily Mass
Buffet Breakfast
Delegate Registration
Supreme Divan Meeting #3
Lunch
Scrapbook Contest Judging
Supreme Commanders Ball
Open Hospitality Room
Wednesday 7-3-2013
Council of Viziers Meeting
2013 International Order of Alhambra Convention
June29th –July3rd
Nashville, Tennessee
Hotel Registration Information
Make your room reservations directly with the hotel
The Inn at Opryland
2401 Music Valley Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 37214 USA
Convention room rate of $110.00 plus tax
Reservations will be accepted until 6/06/2013.
If reserving by phone, use the Group ID of “International Order”.
You can reserve your room by calling (615)-889-0800
The Inn at Opryland
By Marriott

A stylish, beautiful and well-appointed hotel in Nashville with 303 rooms including suites and Sleep Number® bed rooms. Our spacious accommodations feature a
variety of convenient amenities, including complimentary high-speed Internet access, coffee makers and online movies. No matter your reason for visiting, our rooms
offer everything you need during your stay.
Check-in and Check-out
Check-in: 3:00 PM
Check-out: 12:00 PM
High-Speed Internet
Public Areas: Wireless
Guest Rooms: Wired, Wireless
Meeting Rooms: Wired, Wireless
Complimentary on-site parking
3 floors , 301 rooms , 2 suites
13 meeting rooms, 15,000 sq ft of total meeting space
Smoke-free Policy
This hotel has a smoke-free policy
Pets not allowed
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Marriott Rewards category: 4

----------------------------------------------------------Accessibility
Accessible guest rooms have a 32 inch wide opening
Hotel has on site accessible self-parking
Meeting spaces are all accessible
Pool entrances are all accessible
Restaurants and lounges are all accessible
Self-operating lifts are available for all pools
Fitness center entrance is accessible
Main entrance is accessible
Pathway to registration desk is accessible
Registration desk is accessible
Route to accessible guest rooms is accessible
Service animals allowed for persons with disabilities

2013 International Order of Alhambra Convention
June29th –July3rd
Nashville, Tennessee
Package Registration Form
The Package Registration is $250.00 per person and includes registration fees, food and beverage
including taxes and services and social events shown in the agenda. Use this form to reserve your
package .
Checks payable to:
Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496

Sir Noble Name: _______________________________________________________________
Sultana’s Name: _______________________________________________________________
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________
City/Town: _______________________________________________________________
State or Province: _______________________________________________________________
Telephone: (home) ____________________ (cell) __________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________
Caravan Name: _______________________________________________________________
Caravan Number: _______________________________________________________________
Number Submitted: ___________________ @ $250.00 U.S. Currency
Total Remitted: $__________________
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Wamba #89 Ceremonial Initiates Twenty-four Members
Wamba Caravan #89, the third largest caravan in the Order of Alhambra with 169 members is located in Cumberland, MD. Cumberland is a town of 26,000 people
and is proud to announce that they just brought in 24 new Sir Nobles and 11 Sultanas during the ceremonial weekend on April 19th and 20th.
During the past winter months, Supreme Director Michael Stakem sat down and wrote a whole new ceremonial for Wamba Caravan. Gone were the descriptions and
references of Cordova, El Zara and Granada. The new ceremonial serves to educate the neophytes on the ways of the modern day Alhambra and this took part during
Mass. Immediately following the Gospel, the neophytes heard from the Master of the Ceremonial, Mike Stakem, explaining the new ceremonial followed by the
Divan of Wamba Caravan explaining their responsibilities. After the divan spoke, six Past Grand Commanders spoke of the purposes of the Order of Alhambra and
principles which support these purposes. Father John Kowaleski then presented the neophytes the oath and thus becoming Sir Nobles. The new ceremonial served
the new candidates well. It provided an overall knowledge of the Order of Alhambra and the inner workings of Wamba Caravan.
The two-day ceremonial events began Friday evening with a cocktail party followed by the Wamba “neophyte games”. The neophyte games are a series of tests
and games presented by the Sir Nobles and Sultanas dressed in old ceremonial garb that gave the new candidates the opportunities to demonstrate their abilities and
prove themselves as people who would make quality Sir Nobles and Sultanas. The games gave them the opportunity to demonstrate their leadership ability and also
prove that they can work as a team. The neophyte games are good spirited, fun and provide interaction between the candidates and the Sir Nobles and Sultanas. The
members of Wamba Caravan are very proud of the new class of Sir Nobles and Sultanas. The evening ended with an oasis in Wamba’s Alcazar.
On Saturday afternoon the neophytes formed a procession into church with Region III Chaplain Father John Kowaleski. The candidates took part in the Holy Sacrifice
of Mass, participated in the ceremonial and became Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Wamba Caravan. Following the Mass there was a dinner and dance held in honor of
the new Sir Nobles and Sultanas.
Wamba would like to thank the sixteen Sir Nobles and Sultanas from Cadiz #183 and Fatima #265 for attending the ceremonial weekend. It was truly our pleasure
in having you in attendance.

Wamba Caravan’s Ceremonial Team

Wamba Caravan’s new Sir Nobles and Sultanas

Ceremonial Master Chef Master of the Oasis
Rick Collins with his Wamba helpers

PICTURES FROM FIESTA DE SAN ANTONIO - BEJAR CARAVAN #56
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Alhambra Boosters
Booster/Sponsor Advertisements

The Alhambra Convention

The International Order of Alhambra focuses its primary efforts on providing
assistance to persons developmentally disables through its charitable programs
and projects. It perpetuates Catholic heritage through its Historical Memorials
program, an initial purpose and goal of the Order. And, the Order places emphasis
on fraternalism and sociability to provide a cohesive force of human and financial
resources to achieve its purposes.

The Alhambra 55th Biennial Convention Souvenir Book is a great way to honor
a loved one. By including a photo and a short line, prayer or psalm you’ll ensure
their legacy lives.

Memorial Advertisements

“O Lord, grant those who have died the joy of Your Presence, and us who are
living the happiness of knowing this.”

Provide assistance to establish residences for persons with developmental
disabilities, and to provide assistance to respite care facilities and programs for
their parents. Provide assistance through the Order's scholarship program to
educate undergraduate students studying to become special education teachers,
and provide assistance to persons engaged in giving care and comfort to persons
developmentally disabled.
Provide human and/or financial resources to enhance the quality of life by
participating in programs and activities like Special Olympics; recreation, field
day programs and summer camps; field trips boat rides, zoo trips, circus trips,
picnics, Christmas parties, dinner dances, etc.
The Alhambra 55th Biennial Convention Souvenir Book is a great way to show
your support for our organization. Here is your chance to be a Booster or a Sponsor
To be a Booster or a Sponsor in the 2013 Alhambra 55th Biennial Convention
Book you may choose from the following

Platinum Sponsor…………………....................………… $1000 or more

To order a Memorial Advertisement in the 2013 Alhambra 55th Biennial
Convention Book you may choose from the following
Full Page Full Color page………......…………………..……… $250.00
Full page………………………….….......………………..…… $150.00
Half page………………...........……………………………….. $100.00
Quarter page……………………........……………….…………. $50.00
A single line
for the “In Memory Of ” page............$10.00 (for each name Submitted)

Gold Sponsor …………………………...........................… $500 or more
Silver Sponsor ………………………......................…....... $250 or more
A single line for the “Booster” page... $10.00 (for each name Submitted)

Name or Names to appear as Memorial for “In Memory Of ” page (Please Print)

Donors Name
Name of Booster/Sponsor (Please Print)

Caravan
Address

Address

City

Make checks payable to:
International Order of Alhambra
Send this form
Mail to: Alhambra Convention
4200 Leeds Ave
Baltimore Md. 21229

Caravan

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Make checks payable to:
International Order of Alhambra

Booster name Example:

Send this form and ad (if there is one)

Sir Noble John Smith
Lady Noble Jane Smith
Sir Noble & Sultana John Smith
Sultana Jane Smith
John & Jane Smith Family

Mail to: Alhambra Convention
4200 Leeds Ave
Baltimore Md. 21229
“Thank you for your Support”
Phone: (410) 242-0600

Phone: (410) 242-0600
Note: Please return by June 10th 2013
“Thank you for your Support”
Note: Please return by June 10th 2013

www.alhambraconvention.com

www.alhambraconvention.com
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International Order of Alhambra
Dedicated to Helping the Developmentally Disabled

4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
(800) 478-2946 (410) 242-0660

Music City
2401 Music Valley Drive
Nashville, TN 37214
(615) 889-0800
June 29 - July 2, 2013

Name of Advertiser _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Authorized By ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City & State __________________________________________ Zip Code __________________ Telephone _______________________________
Salesman _______________________________________________________________________ Date ___________________________________
Following are the advertisement sizes and rates for black and white space. Rates are net and are not subject to agency commission. To enter the order
for your advertisement, please check below:
Back Cover.......................................................................................................................$500.00
Inside Front Cover and Facing Inside Front Cover..........................................................$300.00 each
Inside Back Cover and Facing Inside Back Cover...........................................................$300.00 each
Full Page Full Color.........................................................................................................$225.00 each
Full Page..........................................................................................................................$150.00 each
Half Page.........................................................................................................................$100.00 each
Quarter Page....................................................................................................................$ 50.00 each
One Line Name Listing...................................................................................................$ 25.00 each
Copy to read:

PRINTER DEADLINE: June 10, 2013

AD COPY ATTACHED

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

AD COPY EMAILED TO:

Order of Alhambra

MAIL ORDER FORM, PAYMENT & COPY TO:
Alhambra Convention
4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
(410) 242-0660
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Denise@orderofalhambra.org
Please Put Alhambra Convention in Subject Line

CHECK ENCLOSED
SEND INVOICE

PSC Roger Reid Professed
The Father Solanus Casey Fraternity of Secular Order of Saint Francis of Assisi welcomes Roger Reid as its newest professed member. Secular Franciscans
are those people who adhere to the teachings and spiritual disciplines of Saint Francis of Assisi. Before being professed Roger spent the two previous
years in various stages of Orientation, Inquiry and Candidacy. The Secular Franciscan Order (Ordinis Franciscani Saecularis - OFS) was founded by St.
Francis of Assisi in 1221 for lay people who wanted to join him in his commitment to radical Gospel living. Today, its membership worldwide is over
400,000. The Order is made up of a community of Catholic men and women who live in the world while seeking to pattern their lives in imitation of
Christ in the spirit of St. Francis.

The winner of the Alhambra General Fund Raffle, “Early
Bird” drawing was
SN Frank Persyn
Bejar Caravan #56 San Antonio, Texas
110 Silver Spring
Universal City, TX 78148-3530
Ticket #A0395
Prize was $250.00
The seller of the winning ticket was:
Supreme Director, Joe B. Cortinaz
Bejar Caravan #56 San Antonio, Texas
Seller Prize was $100.00

Merci Andre
From SCH Gilles Benard
Dear Andre,
It will be this year your 30th anniversary as a member of the Order of Alhambra. During that period of time you have
always worked towards the best interest of God’s special people and put the goals of the Order as your top priority. You
have never counted the necessary hours to get the job well done.
I feel privileged to have work with you many years to the success of the Toloza Caravan and more recently as a member
of the Executive Committee. As Supreme Commander you will be remembered for your constructive ideas and the
implementation of the structure required for conducting board meetings.
Andre you deserve the tip of the fez for making such a contribution to the interest of the Order.
You have given so much to others during many years that it is more than fair that you now give to yourself the necessary tools to improve your health as
we want to keep you with us for many more years.
On behalf of the other members of the Order and God’s special people kindly accept my congratulations and best wishes.
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The Head Fez Says
by Andre Beauchamp
Andre can be reached by e-mail at
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

My Term in Office is Ending
I will be leaving the office of Supreme Commander during the Supreme
Divan meetings to be held in Nashville. I wanted to let you know that what
a great pleasure it has been for me to be the leader of this great international
fraternity. The rules demand that a new Council of Viziers be elected in
July. I have no choice but to move on. When I leave office, I will have felt
that I have lost a delightful part of my life. I will, of course, have many
wonderful memories of our Alhambra family. I was always happy and glad
to have met our members who were always extremely courteous to me and
my Sultana Danielle.

functions that provide aid and assistance to our friends, those intellectually
disabled. To this day, I believe the Order of Alhambra accomplishes much
for our kids. I treasure all the wonderful Sir Nobles, and recently, our Lady
Nobles that I have come to meet. You all have played an important role in
my fraternal life.
You will always remain in my mind. I encourage you to keep working for
the Good of the Order. I have a special place in my heart for all of our clergy
members who work hard and protect us in matters of faith and morals. A
special tribute goes out to our Supreme Chaplain, Monsignor Ricardo Bass.
He has been there for me every time I sought his council and advice.
It is really hard to say “Good Bye” but time has come to say so. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the support I received here
at the Order of Alhambra and to let you all know that I have appreciated
the friendly atmosphere in which I have worked. I do not intend to be a
stranger and to the best of my ability, I intend to keep working for the Order
of Alhambra.

I thoroughly enjoyed each and every moment I have spent here; the time
will be one of the most memorable ones in my life. I would definitely miss
being a part of it.

I wish you the very best in your personal and professional life. Finally, a
sincere thank you to; especially my Sultana Danielle, the Council of Viziers,
the Executive Director, PSC Roger Reid and the home office staff for their
continuous support. And I would ask you to keep in touch.

I have had a wonderful tour of duty and cherished every minute being your
Supreme Commander and leading the Council of Viziers to perform their

Al Salaam …..

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Vince Braun

Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

remembering the great organization we all joined and why we joined.
It may not be easy but the survival of the Order can happen and is worth the
efforts. I would like to come out of Nashville knowing that we have worked
together to provide the best we can for the order and that every decision we
make at the Supreme Divan is for the good of the order.

Well it’s here; it’s time for our Biennial Convention and Supreme Divan
Meeting in Nashville. We have a substantial amount of business to discuss
and several activities to participate in. It has shaped up to be a busy few
days. I look forward to seeing many of you in Nashville and working
together for the good of our order.

This is not something that can be place on one person’s shoulders; we must
carry the task together with a positive attitude and a willingness to do what
it takes to restore the strength of the Order. Just as some Caravans are sure
they can survive if the Order did not exist, we need to be sure the Order can
survive.

It is no secret that the order is struggling with membership and this has put
a financial strain on the General Fund. The worst part of this situation is the
negative attitude that has manifested from this situation over the past few
years. It is hard to recruit new members into an organization that all anyone
talks about is its end. We must work to reverse this trend and attitude. Does
the order need help?...Yes. But that help needs to start with each of us

A struggling and weak Order has a hard time strengthening and helping
Caravans and just changing our attitude about the Order is not going take
care of everything we need but it is the first step in rebuilding the Order to
a level that can support the activities we stand for and help at the Caravan
level also.

It is with sadness that we inform the membership of the passing of a great Alhambran from Louisville, Kentucky,
PRD James Win’e. Jim was a lifetime member who was a founder of Al Serat Caravan # 27 and father of Special
Son and Sir Noble James Win’e Jr. He passed away Wednesday, May 22, 2013 at Baptist Health.
He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Ann Marie Horwitz Win’e; a son, James Norbert Win’e, Jr.; brother, Gervase
Win’e; sister-in-law, Mary Win’e; a niece and nephew, Mike and Sonia Win’e; as well as other extended family
members.
Condolences can be forwarded to Anne Marie at 5301 Fawnwood Lane, Louisville, Kentucky, 40291.
You can also send a Spiritual Gift Card in his memory.
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The Editor’s Pen

COUNCIL OF VIZIERS
2011 – 2013
SUPREME PONTIFF
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
ECCLESIASTICAL PROTECTOR
His Eminence Cardinal Adam Maida
1234 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 48226-1800
(B) 313-237-5816 (F) 313-237-4642
SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Reverend Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass
Pastor, St. Hubert’s Parish
38775 Prentiss St.
Harrison Twp, MI 48045-2652
(B) 586-463-5877
(e-mail) msgrbass@comcast.net
Executive Committee
SUPREME COMMANDER
Andre Beauchamp -Sultana Danielle
3829 Mercedes, Laval, QC H7P 1L7 Canada
(H) 450-622-1624 (C) 514-953-1624
(e-mail) andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca
VICE SUPREME COMMANDER
Vince Braun - Sultana Kathy
917 Citrus Edge St., Azusa, CA 91702-4736
(H) 626-969--0183 (B) 562-634-7392
(F) 562-634-2478 (C) 562-572-4674
(e-mail) vbraun_vb@yahoo.com
SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
Gilles Bénard-Sultana Fernande St-Pierre
346 West Acres Cr., Dollard Des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1
Canada
(H) 514-626-1627 (C) 514-550-6467
(e-mail) g.benard1@videotron.ca
SUPREME SCRIBE
Edward J. Smith - Sultana Kathleen
35024 Bunker Hill Dr, Farmington Hills, MI 48331-3238
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
(e-mail) esmith5@twmi.rr.com
SUPREME ADVOCATE
William A. Cubbedge - Sultana Lydia
530 E. Huntingdon St., Savannah, GA 31401-5135
(H) 912-354-7602 (C) 606-695-0914
(e-mail) willcubbedge@gmail.com

REGION V – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(IL, KY, OH, IN, IA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
J. R. Black, -Sultana Barbara
8214 Wedgewood Dr., Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
(e-mail) jrbbab39@msn.com
REGION VI – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Richard A. Sosin - Sultana Connie
19739 Ingram St., Livonia, MI 48152-1566
(H) 248-471-2389 (C) 734-765-2100
(e-mail) regionvi@ymail.com
REGION VII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(TX, CO, MT, NM. OK, WY)
Joe B. Cortinaz - Sultana Gloria
950 CR 770, Natalia,Tx 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
(e-mail) joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
REGION VIII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Chris Braun
PO Box 1010, Idyllwild, CA 92549-1010
(H) 303-319-6550
(e-mail) cbraun18@gmail.com
REGION IX – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(QU, MARITIME PROVINCES)
Jean-Maurice Brosseau-Sultana Danielle Dore
1585 rue Kirouac, Laval, QC H7G 4T4
Canada
(O) 514-384-4545
(H) 450-668-3508
(C) 514-235-1950
(e-mail) bross@videotron.ca
REGION X – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(ON, WESTERN PROVINCES)
Jim DeZorzi - Sultana Joan
8438 Defore Dr RR 2, Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
Canada
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
(e-mail) regionx@execulink.com
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Roger J. Reid, PSC
P.O. Box 1912, Nokomis, FL 34274-1912
(H) 941-486-0949 (C) 410-227-4545 (F) 941-486-8833
(e-mail) reid003@verizon.net

EDITOR
SUPREME DIRECTORS
REGION I – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Thomas Wall –Sultana Sue
52 Edgewater Rd., Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
(e-mail) grizzwall1@aol.com
REGION II – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(NJ, NY, PA)
Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
(e-mail) mbra4326@msn.com
REGION III – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Michael Stakem - Sultana Diane
828 Camden Ave. Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
(e-mail) damvet@atlanticbb.net
REGION IV – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Jim Rigby - Sultana Carol
188 Acacia Ave. Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(B) 228-435-5665 (F) 228-74-1556
(e-mail) alhambraregion4@gmail.com

Mike Carpenter, ID
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
(C) 313-218-9345 (F) 313-274-8564
(e-mail) mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
As I mentioned in the last issue this is being published to keep you
informed about the upcoming Biennial Convention. I have also
included any articles that were received from the Supreme Officers
by the deadline along with other pertinent information received
from the Caravans. There will be no Bulletin Gleanings, New
Members, Necrology or Spiritual Gift Cards listings in this issue to
allow for enough room to get the Resolutions and Supreme Officer
biographies and pictures published per requirements of Al Sunna.
Make sure that you view these and discuss them with your Caravan
members before you head to Nashville so you can vote the wishes
of the members at the Convention. There are a number of issues
being brought on the floor of the Convention which will decide the
direction the Order of Alhambra takes in the future.
Also, from what I know so far, this Convention is going to be a
great time in Music City. If you have not made your reservations
yet, pick up the phone and get them in. Also make sure that you get
your package application into Home Office quickly to make sure
that everything is taken care of.
Also of high importance is getting your advertisement into
the convention booklet along with memorial ads and booster/
sponsorship ads. These are very important in keeping the cost of
the convention low. Go to your local businesses and solicit their
assistance in this fund-raiser. Once you receive this issue there
will probably only be one or two days left before the deadlines for
these ads.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone in Nashville at the end of
this month!!!
I also must report that the Alhambra lost 3 very active members in
the past month, PRD James Win’e of Al Serat Caravan, Father J.J.
Stortz, Past Chaplain of Region X and Sultana Melodie Osinski of
Sancho Caravan. All three will be sorely missed. May God Bless
their souls and watch over their family and friends.

OFFICE MANAGER
Denise Blakely
4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
(B) 410-242-0660 or 0661 (F) 410-536-5729
Toll Free - 800-478-2946
(e-mail) denise@orderofalhambra.org

NOTICE TO ALL SUPREME OFFICERS
AND
GRAND COMMANDERS

WEBSITE CHAIRMAN
PGC Eric Griffin

Currently, the Order of Alhambra is experiencing interrupted Postal
Service. If any mail is returned to you or your members, please resubmit.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: MSGR Ricardo Bass
WEBSITE

www.orderalhambra.org

We ask everyone to address all correspondence to: Order of Alhambra
and NOT International Order of Alhambra. This will help immensely.
We hope that this action should only be necessary for the next month or
two.
Thank you,
Denise
Office Manager
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PROPOSED CONVENTION RULES
Please advise the membership that they should take special notice of the last rule. While it has been the longstanding custom of the Order to require
a member or delegate to wear the fez in order to enter the Alcazar, I have proposed dispensing with this rule for this year only in order that female
members, whose official regalia has not yet been determined, may enter during the regular conduct of business. I have proposed this in order to ensure
the representation of female members.
I DO NOT foresee this situation persisting in the future.

Proposed Convention Rules
55th Biennial Supreme Divan Meeting
Nashville, Tennessee—July 2013
1. A registered delegate or registered member may speak only after being recognized by the Chair and after he has identified
himself by name, title and Caravan.
2. No voting delegate or member shall speak more than two minutes at any one time. He shall not be recognized again on the same
topic until all other delegates and members seeking recognition from the Chair have been recognized; nor be shall he be permitted
to speak more than twice on the same topic.
3. Robert’s Rules of Order—Revised shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of procedure at the Supreme Divan for
instances not specifically covered by the Constitution and By-Laws of Al Sunna (2003 Edition), except that seconds shall not be
required or permitted for petitions.
4. Elections for Supreme Office shall take place at a special order of business at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, July 2, 2013.
5. A paper ballot shall be used for electing the Supreme Commander, Vice Supreme Commander Supreme Scribe, Supreme
Chamberlain and Supreme Advocate. A separate paper ballot shall be used for electing Supreme Directors.
6. The Supreme Commander, Vice Supreme Commander, Supreme Scribe, Supreme Chamberlain, Supreme Organizer, Supreme
Captain of the Bodyguard, Supreme Advocate and the Supreme Viziers, including the Past Supreme Commanders shall vote first.
7. In order to be elected, any opposed candidate for Supreme Office must receive the largest number of votes cast by certified
delegates pursuant to Al Sunna, Article VI, “Election of Officers,” “Voting Power,” Section 5 (a), page 5.
8. Any re-ballots required for any Supreme Office which did not result in an election on the first ballot shall be moved to the end
of the agenda.
9. Only delegates and members of the Order of Alhambra holding proper credentials shall be permitted to enter the business
sessions of the Supreme Divan. Delegates and members must display their credentials at all times while in the Alcazar of the
Supreme Divan. Members who possess an official fez are expected to wear it during meetings of the Supreme Divan.
However, due to inconsistencies and localized variances regarding the regalia worn by female members up to this time, and out of
concern for the participation of female members in the business of the Order, credentialed delegates and members SHALL NOT
be required to wear the fez in order enter the chamber of the Supreme Divan while it is conducting business.
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Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My Dear Friends,
The Easter Season is now over. With the great celebrations of Easter, Ascension
and Pentecost, we are once again renewed and reinvigorated to go forth and
evangelize the world. This is also the period between Mother’s Day (May) and
Father’s Day (June).
Some cynics refer to these as Hallmark Holidays. It is true that there is a high
degree of commercialism associated with each. However, these Holidays also
provide us with the opportunity of gathering together as families and recognizing
the “glue” which keeps our families together: our mothers and fathers.
For those of us whose parents are deceased there is a certain nostalgia. None of us
had perfect parents but, hopefully, all of us had parents who shared the strength of
their love and of their faith with us. Most of us were baptized because our parents
brought us to a church as infants to make sure that we would be connected to
Christ through the saving waters of baptism. They then made sure that we would
receive the Body and Blood of Christ in our first communion, the forgiveness of
Christ in our first reconciliation and the fullness of Christ’s Spirit in Confirmation.
Many years ago I had the opportunity of hearing a talk given by the great
anthropologist, Margaret Mead. She told us that as an anthropologist who had
studied many different cultures there was only one statement that she could make
with certainty about faith: that children receive it from their parents and no one

else. Or, as the Church says in the Baptismal Rite: “Parents are the first teachers
in the ways of faith and the best teachers.”
Our parent taught us to pray. They introduced us to the devotions of the Church
(the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, reception of ashes on Ash Wednesday, etc.).
They made sure we were present at Mass throughout the years and sent us either to
a Catholic School or to Religious Education classes.
Our parents endowed all of us with the gift of life and made sure we understood the
gift of faith given to us by Christ. For these two gifts alone, we should find ways
to thank them. These two Hallmark Holidays provide such a time.
If your parents are living, take the time to celebrate these days with them. If they
are deceased, make sure to pray for them. Regardless of what we choose to do, it
truly is “the thought that counts” in reminding them of how much they have given
us and of how much we owe them.
I especially thank you Sir Nobles and Lady Nobles – you Sultanas – you who in
any way participate in this great Society of Alhambra – for the example you have
given your children and grandchildren of what it means to love others through
works of charity. Although they may not always say so, you are an invaluable part
of their lives and they have been touched in very real ways by your example of
love and faith.

SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Supreme Commander
VSC Vince Braun
My name is Vince Braun I am fifty seven years old, married
and have five adult children and five grandchildren and I am
a candidate for Supreme Commander. I would like to let you
know a bit about me.
I am proud to have been a member of the Order of Alhambra
for over 30 years. As a member of Aben Zoar Caravan #133
I have held most of the offices on the grand divan including
three terms as Grand Commander. I have also been active on the regional level as
a Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director and Supreme Director. I served
on the Supreme Divan as a Supreme Vizier and am currently the Vice Supreme
Commander. During the past year because of our Supreme Commander Andre
Beauchamp’s health, I have had to step up and handle the job for meetings and
other day to day situations. I feel that I have performed in an exemplary manner
and am ready to step up into the position full time.
My involvement with the Order of Alhambra starts long before my even joining.
My father was a member for over 50 years and, with my mother, was very active.
Their activities with Alhambra always included the whole family so my brother
and seven sisters grew up knowing the great work that the Order does and being
CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
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very active in supporting that work. By Brother has also been a member for 37
years.
I have worked in the Aerospace industry for 40 years. Starting on the machine
shop learning and becoming a tool maker. I have been with the same company
for 33 years. I have advanced in my career, holding many responsibilities. These
include, lead person, Production Manager, Quality Manager, Director of Materials
and currently Vice President of Materials.
In my current position I am responsible for, not only the day to day but also the
long term planning of the company’s financial resources to support the needs
of the company and its’ customers. When I started with this company it was a
small company with five employees. Today it is a company with 25 million in
annual sales and 140 employees. In the 32 years of its existence we have never
had a period of time that we had to go through a lay off. I believe this shows the
commitment and loyalty of the management team.
I believe that my experiences in both the Order of Alhambra and my professional
career qualify me to best serve the Order of Alhambra as Supreme Commander
and ask for your support.

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed quarterly to the officers and members of the International
Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
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SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Vice Supreme Commander
SS Edward Smith
Edward James Smith was born on July 3, 1960 in Detroit,
Michigan. He is the oldest son of Kenneth and Patricia.
Eddie grew up in Detroit until 1975 when the family moved
to Northville. He is a graduate of Northville High School and
has a degree in Industrial Technology from Baker College
In 1984, he met his wife Kathleen and then two years later on October 11th, they
were married. Today they have two beautiful girls, Samantha and Sarah. They live
in Farmington Hills and are members of St. Fabian Church.
Eddie currently is a Design Engineer for Chrysler LLC. He is responsible for the
designing of major panel stamping dies.

the last 26 years he has held the office as Master of the Wardrobe, Master of
the Oasis, Grand Chamberlain, Grand Scribe, Vice Grand Commander, Grand
Commander (twice), Regional Secretary, Regional Director, Supreme Director,
Board of Director for St. Francis Camp, and most recently oversaw $85,000 of
camp improvements, and is currently President of Manresa Alhambra House Inc.
He is currently the Supreme Scribe for the Order, keeping a true and faithful
record of the proceedings of the Supreme Divan, Council of Viziers and the
Executive Committee meetings and overseeing the overhaul of the membership
database. He is also Chairman of this year’s 55th Biennial Convention.
He believes the experience he has gained the past 26 years, personally and
professionally, he has the talent and skills to be Vice Supreme Commander for
this great organization, the International Order of Alhambra.

He has been a member of Alhambra, Manresa Caravan #217 since 1987. In
Candidate for Supreme Chamberlain
SCH Gilles Benard
I was born in Montreal, Canada in 1946. I am married to
Fernande St-Pierre and I am proud to have one daughter and
4 grandchildren.
Interested by the accounting field I completed my studies and
became CPA. I have also done more studies at the University
of Montreal and I have received a Bachelor degree in Accounting Sciences.
I have advanced quickly in my career to become Office Manager, Controller and
Vice-President Finance.
In 1991, I took the challenge to go to California to manage a subsidiary that was
on the verge of bankruptcy. 18 months later the company was doing better than a
break even point.

I then returned to Canada and the circumstances made me to attend an event of
the Alhambra. That was only the beginning of my involvement with the Toloza
Caravan where I held many key positions including 3 consecutive terms as
Grand Commander. I was also Supreme Director of Region IX before becoming
Supreme Chamberlain.
As Supreme Chamberlain, I immediately took the measures to ensure the
continuity of the Order. The sale of the building gave us the flexibility financially
and the time to look at the various problems causing the actual situation. Financial
statements are now prepared on a monthly basis giving the Executive Committee
the know-how necessary to take quick and accurate decisions.
I am not afraid of the actual situation and I am ready for another term. Therefore
I require your support to make me reelected as Supreme Chamberlain.

Deadlines for the next four issues are
Issue Date
August/September
October/December
January/March
April/June

Deadline Date
July 20
September 20
December 20
March 20

Press Date
August 1
October 1
January 1
April 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail and let me know what format you would like to
use and I will let you know if I can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent as
attachments to the e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell me what you have been doing that you think the
whole Order should know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads
are better than one. You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of the membership.
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SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Supreme Scribe
PVSC Gerald Roux
I am PVSC Gerald Roux of Manresa Caravan #217 in Northville
MI, and I seek your vote for Supreme Scribe.
With 30 years experience in Alhambra I have accomplished many
things for our special people, but I am most proud of having built
two Alhambra Houses in (2002 & 2006) from the ground while
raising over $160,000 in donations. In 2012 I spearheaded the
construction of Knights of Columbus Hall at Saint Francis Camp
on the Lake. Developing a strong team we approached the Michigan Knights of
Columbus state leadership team with our plan. Their generous grant of $200,000
allowed us to see this project through. In addition, I spearheaded the remodeling
of Alhambra Hall and the Directors House this past winter. Without solid
leadership these projects could not have been accomplished.

and Supreme Chamberlain (2 terms) for this Order that I love. As Supreme Scribe
I promised to publish the minutes in a timely fashion and kept that promise, I
will do the same again. As Supreme Chamberlain, I balanced each budget while
dealing with declining revenues.
With a declining membership the Order is in need of fundamental structural
change, some of which was started in Detroit with admission of female members.
This was a solid first step. In my four terms as a Supreme Officer, I have always
looked at the best interests of every member often to my own detriment; I will
continue to do that. We can no longer sit back waiting for change, we must lead,
changing the Order to serve God’s special children.
I look forward to meeting you in Nashville, discussing my ideas on the future of
Alhambra, and making you proud as a member of the Executive Committee.

Previously I have had the privilege serving as Supreme Vizier, Supreme Scribe
Candidate for Supreme Scribe
SN Ryan Mullen
Sir Nobles and Sultanas, the story you are about to read is
true, but it’s short. The names have been kept to incriminate
the guilty. This is the city. Washington, District of Columbia.
I work here. I’m an Architect.
I’m a member of Fatima Caravan. My Grand Commander
is Stephen Kunath. Stephen’s predecessor was John-Paul
Mikolajczyk, and John-Paul’s was Will Cubbedge. There were none before him.
My name’s Mullen. Ryan Mullen.
The story begins in France, 1945. The war had just finished and one Vincent Fair
(Farraro) from Pittsburgh was on leave in Nice as a belly gunner in the 9th Air
Force. It was there that he met Jeanne Chambosse at a Red Cross dance. Confusion
between “dix heures” and “douze hueres” almost doomed the relationship from
the start. Fortunately for Mullen, Vinnie was a determined man. The two met
for three days, then wrote for three years. Vinnie asked her to marry him. She
agreed.
Mullen was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on March 11, 1983 - the same year
the computer mouse was invented and Larry Nelson won the U.S. Open. His
father, Dennis Mullen, was working with Westinghouse as an electrical engineer
at the time when he met his wife Linda. Six months after his birth, the family
moved to Manchester, NH - his father’s hometown.
Mullen attended St. Anthony Elementary, St. Joseph’s Junior High, Trinity High
School, and finally obtained civil engineering and architectural degrees from
The Catholic University of America. As a student he won a number of liturgical
design competitions, the most well-known of which was for the altar, ambo, and
Candidate for Supreme Director Region I
SD Tom Wall
SD Tom Wall is seeking your support to continue as the
Supreme Director of Region I. It is through his efforts that
the Regional Secretary Connie Murphy, Staff Announcer
for Catholic Station WQPH-FM, has become a constant
reminder of our faith in Jesus and our desire to continue
to support the Right to Life Campaign. Re-elect Tom as
Supreme Director for Region I.

papal chair used by Pope Benedict XVI during his Mass at Nationals Stadium
in Washington, DC. Both Mullen and Mikolajczyk collaborated to win this
competition.
Mullen has since been working for EYP, an architecture & engineering firm
specializing in higher education and government work. He’s worked a diverse
range of projects such as: science labs for the College of William & Mary,
student dormitories for UVA, US embassy buildings, the current United Nations
Headquarters renovation, and perhaps most appropriately St. Elizabeth’s Mental
Hospital.
At Fatima Caravan, Mullen has been the Grand Scribe since the caravan’s
inception. In addition to the normal duties, he’s used this position to completely
revamp their graphic material. He cleaned up the design of the Order’s logo. He
designed their new Sultana certificates and new pamphlets with the sort of wit
and whimsy the Order is known for. His current pet project is to introduce goat
parchment and wax seals for their more prestigious certificates.
Mullen has also done freelance graphic design work for the Diocese of Washington
and DC Reads. He worked as a consultant for the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception. He raised chickens. He worked as a painter. He
worked as a landscaper. He worked maintenance. He built furniture. He built
robots. He volunteered at Upreach Therapeutic Riding Center. He inspected
transmission lines at Northeast Utilities. He plays the accordion. He owns a
sailboat and multiple pizzelle irons, but neither a car nor a toaster. He can both
read and write. He enjoys wearing his fez in public. He’s Catholic.
You’ve tried the best. Now try the rest.

Candidate for Supreme Director Region II
SD Patrick Umbra
Patrick
Umbra
was Grand Scribe
for Alhamar 4
years and then
became
Grand
Commander
in
1987 and held
Grand Scribe many years after Grand
Commander. Pat is currently the
Scribe of the Exchequer of Alhamar
4. Pat then became Deputy Regional

Director public relations, membership
and scallop shell pin chairman.. Pat
was past regional secretary, regional
treasurer and regional director Eastern
Pennsylvania Council of Caravans. Pat
was declared a life member October
26, 2011 of the Order of Alhambra. I
have been very active in the Order of
Alhambra and Alhamar Caravan # 4
since joining in May 20, 1984.
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SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Supreme Advocate
SA William Cubbedge
Supreme Advocate William A. Cubbedge, J.D., KHS, was
born on March 4th, 1977, in Miami Florida. He spent his
formative years in eastern Kentucky, and graduated from St.
Joseph Central Catholic High School in 1995. He received his
B.A. in History from the University of Kentucky in 2001, and
took the Juris Doctor degree from The Catholic University of
America - Columbus School of Law in 2004.
Cubbedge began his career as an associate in a law firm in Beaufort, SC, and soon
after transitioned to non-profit management, first with the Boy Scouts of America
and later with the Catholic Youth Foundation in Washington, DC. He currently
works for himself, teaches part time, and serves on the board of directors of Tug
Fork Development, Inc., and TEC Conferences International.
Cubbedge is an Eagle Scout, a Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus and former
Deputy Grand Knight of Council #9542 in Washington, DC, and a papal Knight
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchure of Jerusalem. He is a member
of Phi Delta Theta National History Honorary, and Phi Delta Phi International
Legal Fraternity.
Cubbedge helped found Fatima Caravan #265 in Washington, DC, and helped
recolonize Al Kamel Caravan #10 in Cincinnati, OH. He has recently collected
the final paperwork for submission to the home office to organize Yusuf Caravan
#266 in Savannah, GA, with fifteen Sir Nobles.
Cubbedge has been married to his Sultana, the former Miss Lydia Hart, since
2005. He has two girls, Philomena (5) and Bernadette (6 mo.) He resides with his

family in Savannah, GA, where they are members of the parish of the Cathedral
of St. John the Baptist.
He is seeking reelection to a second term as Supreme Advocate of the International
Order of Alhambra.

It has been my pleasure to serve as your Supreme Advocate over the past two
years. They have been years of change and adjustment to the new, co-ed Order
of Alhambra, and I have been challenged to serve both the International and local
caravans in making these changes.
I have taken the lead on a comprehensive revision to Al Sunna in order to make the
Order more efficient, and to bring it into line with the best practices of similarly
situated fraternal organizations. And, while it was not considered by the Council
of Viziers during our annual meeting in New Orleans in 2012, I am committed
to continue with this project under the direction of a new Executive Committee.
I have tried to respond to requests for advice and official rulings from the
International and the local caravans in a timely manner. I have enjoyed pondering
these questions and giving guidance in accordance with my position. I hope to
make my next term notable for an even faster and more complete turnaround to
the caravans.
I love the Order, and I want to keep working to make it bigger, stronger, and more
useful in the accomplishment of our varied and wonderful mission, for the Glory
of God, the betterment of our members, and the benefit of the developmentally
disabled.

Candidate for Supreme Director Region III
SD Mike Stakem
I became a member of Wamba Caravan #89 on May 5, 1975.
During these years I served as Wamba’s Historiographer,
Grand Scribe and Grand Commander in 1978. From 19792003 I served as the Deputy Regional Director on a state and
international level. I was appointed Regional Director for the
State of Maryland from 2003-2005. I serve as the Master of
the Ceremonial, having been in this position for the past five
major ceremonials sponsored by Wamba Caravan #89.
For the past two-terms I have served as the Supreme Director of Region III.
During my thirty-eight years with the Alhambra I have been responsible for
the membership of 56 new men to Wamba Caravan. I have been a committee
member for the Alhambra Catholic Invitation Tournament since 1975 and held
the position of Hospitality Chairman for twenty-years. Over the years, I have
attended numerous Alhambra National Conventions around the country.
I have been a member of the Knights of Columbus #586 since 1968 and served
as past president of the Board of Directors. I am Past-President of the Joseph
D. Brandenburg Center Auxiliary Board of Directors which was an institution
for the profoundly mentally challenged. I have held this position for thirty-two
years. I have also served on the Board of Directors for the Kenneth Dougan
Memorial Fund for the mentally challenged
My foremost commitment is to the mentally challenged citizens. I co-founded
the Allegany County Special Olympics in 1975 and served as its Chairman/
Area Director for twenty-five years as a volunteer. I founded the Garrett County
Special Olympics, serving as the Area Director for three years and served three
terms on the Board of Directors of the Maryland Special Olympics.
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Other volunteer positions I have held are:
•
Past President of St. Patrick’s Athletic Association
•
Co-founder and past president of the Allegany High School Gridiron
Club
•
Past Co-Chairman of the Kenneth J. Dougan 5K Torch Run
•
Past Co-Chairman of the Outdoor Club Fishing Rodeo for disabled
citizens
•
Former member of the City of Cumberland Zoning Board of Appeals
•
Former member of the Administrative Appeals Committee for the City
of Cumberland
Past honors include:
•
1999 – Maryland House of Delegates Recognition
•
1998 – Alhambra Man of the Year Award
•
1994 – C.E.O. Award presented by Maryland Special Olympics for the
“Outstanding Director in Maryland”
•
1992 – Dapper Dan “Henrietta Schwarzenbach Memorial Award” for
civic service
•
1989 – Maryland Governor’s Volunteer Service Award presented by
Governor William Donald Shaffer
•
1985 – Maryland Public Health Association “State Volunteer of the Year”
•
1983 – Excellence in Public Relations Award presented by the Maryland
Special Olympics
•
1979 – Jaycee Distinguished Service Award
Retired since 2009, I was employed as an electrician for 39 years and a member
of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. My family includes my
wife of 42 years, Diane and two grown children, Shawn and Kelly.

SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Supreme Director Region IV
SD Jim Rigby
Accomplishments:
During the past 10 years, I have personally sponsored over
15 new members into Alhambra of which three are priests
that have served as Caravan Chaplains and one that is Bishop
Emeritus of the Biloxi Diocese of Mississippi and is presently
serving as chaplain of Oran Caravan
I have held the previous positions within Alhambra:
Chairman of my caravans By-Laws committee
Vice Grand Commander
Grand Commander
Regional Secretary
Supreme Director
I have established the following programs within my Caravan:
Created and edited the Caravan monthly newsletter

Established the Quarterly Corporate Communion program
Personally led most of the Memorial Services for our Caravan
Introduced Annual Easter Pizza Parties for two Workshops for Special Needs
people
Helped acquire funds to help move a special needs person from a furnished two
man room in a group home for people at the mid range of intellectual disabilities
to a private unfurnished room in a group home for high functioning disabled
people.
Since serving as Supreme Director of Region IV I have been directly involved in:
Establishing a new active Caravan
Establishing a new Alhambra House
Creating a team for Installing newly elected Caravan Officer
Have been invited to and traveled to four of the five caravans within the region.
Developing a training program for newly elected officers
Giving out over 34 Alhambra Scholarships
Candidate for Supreme Director Region IX
SD Jean-Maurice Brosseau

Candidate for Supreme Director Region V
SD J. R. Black
Held all chairs up to and including Grand Commander, 1 term as
Deputy Regional Director, 2 terms as Regional Director, Supreme
Director for Region II - 4 years, Supreme Director for Region III 4 years and Supreme Director Region V at present time.

Married in 1973 to GS Danielle
Two daughters Julie and Amelie
Four grandchildren
Initiated in 1995
Past Grand Commander of Toloza

Candidate for Supreme Director Region VI
GC Gary A. De Carlo
Middle initial” A” What could it stand for? Those who know Gary know that it could surely stand for “ACTIVE” because Gary is very active with service clubs.
Order of Alhambra			
Scribe of the Exchequer		
V.G.Commander			
Grand Commander		
Michigan Council			
REGION VI Scribe

Knights of Columbus (4th Degree)			
Lions Club (Past President)			
Rotary (Past President)				
Kiwanis Club (past President)			
F. O. P. 						

Red & White Fez Club
Polish Boat Club
John Smith Old Timers
2009 “Italian Man of the Year”
YMCA

Or perhaps the” A” could stand for “ACTION”, because Gary is a man of action. When the annual Ted Bates Memorial Scholarship Awards included only “regular” students, Gary
single-handedly made sure that the developmentally disabled community was recognized as well.
The” A” could stand for “ARDENT”. As any of his previous employers would tell you how committed he is to his work and passionate about his job as he became a key employee.
.
.
.

ASFME Business Manager
Finance Manager at Taylor Chrysler Plymouth
Owner De Carlo’s Banquet Center

Of course closer to home the” A” would be for “A FAMILY MAN”. A single dad of 3 boys and two girls, Gary was both father and mother for many years. However if you ask Patti
(the love of his life) she would tell you the ” A” is the grade she would give him for being a loving husband, father, stepfather and grandfather.
His friends know the ” A” stands for “A FRIEND” as Gary always asks “Have I told you I love you today”?
If you ask Gary himself, he would tell you the” A” is for “Avid” as in avid golfer, however those of us who have played with him know better. What Gary is truly passionate about is
his work with the developmentally disabled. As Grand Commander of Sancho Caravan #261, Gary leads the Sir Nobles and Sultanas in fundraising and making sure we assist those
in need as well as keeping the fellowship strong. He is also the By-Laws Chairman for St. Francis Camp on the Lake, insuring that this “home-away-from-home” will be serving those
campers for many, many years to come.
Gary’s ” A” rating perhaps began in the 9th grade at Sts. Peter and Paul Mission Seminary, where Gary first learned from St. Francis of Assisi that “IT IS IN GIVING THAT WE
RECEIVE” and Gary gives unconditionally.
Until Gary becomes an angel the” A” stands for “Alan”.
” Amen”
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SUPREME OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES AND PHOTOS
Candidate for Supreme Director Region VII
SD Joe B. Cortinaz
It is an honor to be running for the position of Supreme Director
for Region VII. I am a member of Alhambra Caravan Bejar 56,
San Antonio, Texas. I am a firm believer in involving myself in
helping God’s Special Children, and Alhambra has afforded me this
opportunity. I am a decorated combat veteran; I joined the Army and
served three years one of which was in Vietnam. I’m a member of
VFW Post 9186. I am a member of The Order of the Purple Heart
Chapter 36, and I have been a Knight of Columbus for over twentyfive years. And I am a member of the Catholic War Veterans and a strong supporter of

veterans’ rights.
Within the last two years as Supreme Director of Region VII, I have been a strong
supporter of the Order’s membership drive. Within these last two years, Region VII has
increased its membership by forty new members, and the caravans of Region VII continue
to support the Order’s recruitment drive.
I believe in totally involving myself and working hard for the Order of Alhambra, and
I also believe in spending time in recreation. I enjoy fishing at Rockport, Texas, and in
spending time with family and friends.

Candidate for Supreme Director Region VIII
SD Chris Braun
Supreme Director Chris Braun, Aben Zoar Caravan #133, has been a
Sir Noble since September 1974 and is now a life member.

as Region VIII). He has also served as Deputy Regional Director assigned to promote
fraternalism and sociability among Caravans in California.

Over the years he has served in all the chairs of Aben Zoar Caravan.
He has also maintained a very active support level through
participation with the activities of the caravan and the region. In
prior years, he has served as the Master of the Oasis for over eight
years for the Southern California Council of Caravans (Now known

Chris currently serves as Vice Grand Commander for Aben Zoar Caravan and concurrently
as Supreme Director for Region VIII.
Chris is committed to supporting the activities of the Order of the Alhambra and
continually encourages others to do everything possible for God’s Special Children.

Candidate for Supreme Director Region X
SD James DeZorzi
Past Grand Chamberlain (4 years)
Vice Grand Commander (1 year)
Past Grand Commander (2 years)
International Director and Editor of The Alhambran (4 years)
Supreme Director-Region X (2 years)
Jim has a B.A.(Admin & Commercial Studies)

A Masters MTS (Theological Studies)
Member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Grand Bend, ON
Member of its choir
Jim has also been active in local politics serving on two municipal councils
City of London (9 years)
Town of Bosanquet (3 years)

From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
esmith5@twmi.rr.com

All you need to do is talk. A couple of months ago I was at the
local Knights of Columbus hall for the monthly meeting of the Michigan Council
of Caravans. After the meeting I found myself talking to the Grand Knight. As we
were talking a lady approached me looking at my Alhambra shirt and asked “what
is Alhambra”? Well after 26 years in the Order I have this speech well prepared.
After this well executed speech she mentioned that she had a son that is a senior
in college and is studying special education. Then I went into my number two
speech on our scholarship program which, of course, she was very interested in.
At that point her husband shows up, which I am sure he was wondering who this
devilishly good looking guy his wife was talking to. After a short version of my first
speech he became very interest in Alhambra. It was getting late, Supreme Director
Richard Sosin provided them with a scholarship form and off they went. A month
later we received a call from the husband (John). He and his son, John Jr., want to
join Alhambra which they did and John Jr., received one of our scholarships. And
all you need to do is talk.
These past two years have been very insightful. I was one of those people how said
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“what are the Executive’s officers doing. Well I am here to tell you as Supreme
Scribe and part of the Executive Committee, we have been pretty busy. In the last
two years we have had sixteen meetings, either in person or on line. We’ve dealt
with everything from budgetary issues to repairs to the home office. From the
outside everything seems to be easy but I’m here to tell you it’s not, when you
have to answer to over 2,000 members it is tough knowing that every decision
you make for the future has to be right, which probably is why things do not move
as fast as some wish. These past two years I have seen where we can very easily
improve on how we can help the caravans grow and improve relationships with the
Supreme Directors and Caravan Officers. I believe the purpose Supreme Officers
are up for election at this year’s convention is commitment on making changes for
the good of the order. And I’m not talking drastic changes like Al Sunna but on
how Alhambra operates. From revising the web site, inviting Supreme Directors
and Grand Commanders to be a part of the Executive Meetings and updating all of
our documents, to name a few things. I’m excited and with your support looking
forward to the challenge.

Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
Nothing to report.

CAPE MAY WEEKEND
We are writing to you at this time about the Alhambra’s Al Fath
#126 annual Fundraiser to benefit “God’s Special Children.
This event will be held at the Grand Hotel, Cape May N.J.,
November 29, 30, & December 1st.
You and your group in the past have always added to our fun
and festivities. It would please us very much if you would,
once again, join us for this weekend to participate in our FUN
raising activities, such as:
Congregating with old friends and meet new ones
Pick your Camel and join in the Camel races
Try your luck at the Chinese Auction and other Great Prizes
Dancing two nights to the music of our own DJ, Mike Powers
Dinner both nights included in the one fee for the weekend
Open Bar to all also included
We hope this advance notice will help you to develop plans to
attend this event in November as we will be looking forward
to seeing in Cape May. For further information please contact
the Grand Commander, 215-666-2009 and leave a message I
will get back to you.

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Alhamar Caravan # 4 Incorporated Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Eminent Grand Commander
The Caravan plans on holding their annual Festival for the developmentally disabled on
August 17, 2013 at the Plains Polish American Veterans picnic area, 2 Oak Street Plains,
Pa 18705 from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM. This years honoree is Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
Past Grand Commander, Past Regional Director, Supreme Director Region II declared
Life Member Order of Alhambra October 26, 2011. The caravan’s ad book is available for
the Festival and if you would like to contribute please make a check payable to Alhamar
Caravan #4 Inc. and mail it to Alhamar Caravan # 4 C/O Patrick Umbra 163 S. Washington
Street, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 18701. Thank you.
Cordova Caravan # 26 Incorporated Buffalo, NY
Dr. William M. Smith Eminent Grand Commander
Cordova’s Annual Mass for all the departed brothers and sisters is scheduled for Tuesday
May 21, 2013 at 6 pm. The Mass will be held in the Continental Room at our Lady of Hope
Council Knights of Columbus on Kenmore Ave. The celebrant will be the Spiritual Advisor
Rev. Fr. James Ignore. All Sir Nobles, Sultanas, family members of the deceased and guests
are asked to make a special effort to attend so we may all share in this remembrance of our
loved ones. A social gathering and light repast will follow in the same room after the Mass.
Cordova’s 44th annual picnic for special friends will be held at the Cantalician Centers new
facility on 2049 George Urban Blvd. June 12, 2013 10am to 2pm. Send picnic contribution
checks payable to Cordova Caravan Corp. Please mail them to Charles T. Esposito, 625
East Park Drive, Tona, NY 14150. Thank you.
Sultana Social Club News #26 To all the Mother’s in the beautiful month of Our Lady.
Nothing can shape us like a mother’s love. She is a teacher of faith, a giver of hope and
God’s earthly example of love. “Happy Mother’s Day”. (very nice) “If you were brought
into court today and convicted of being a Catholic, would there be enough evidence”?.
Chairman, Marilyn Robinson
Aurora Caravan #55 Clifton, NJ
Frank Coccaro Eminent Grand Commander
Caravan 55 will be serving 150 to 200 developmentally disabled on June 14 at their Camp
Hope event, West Milford, New Jersey.
Jaen Caravan #131 Butler, PA
Timothy J. Cammisa Eminent Grand Commander
GC Cammisa said their spring canister collections will be starting and 100% of their
collection is split between Special Olympics, McGuire Home and St. Anthony’s School
Programs.
Patrick Umbra Illustrious SD RII says: There are a lot of people out there who want to
join the Order of Alhambra. “Please start asking”. Grand Commanders please set a specific
time and date to hold a Basic Qualifying Ceremony only five (5) SN or LN needed to read
their parts. We are losing so many members because of old age and death and they need to
be replaced. Please pray for our infirm and deceased Sir Nobles, Lady Nobles and Sultana’s
at each Caravan/Divan Meeting asking Our Lady of Fatima to “help us start replacing each
one the them”. Grand Commanders at each meeting, right after the opening prayer of St.
Francis, ask the members in attendance, “Who Has Asked a Brother or Sister to Join Our
Caravan”.
Hope to see you at the convention in Nashville Tn. June 29 through July 3, 2013,
Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for Us.
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net
I would like to take this final opportunity before the Nashville Convention to urge
the Council of Viziers to make good, OBJECTIVE decisions that will directly
benefit the members of the Order. We must begin by cutting unnecessary expenses
of the Order so we can lower the per capita charged to all the caravans. Our
membership is declining rapidly and unless we, as officers, do something to give
back to the dedicated, hardworking members, I’m afraid we will continue to be
a dying organization. The least we can do for our membership is reduce the per
capita. Think of the majority of membership living on fixed incomes and not to
forget the younger members raising families.
Padul #69
April 18 – Divan and Caravan meeting followed by an Oasis
April 20 - CLASP dance (Citizens Loving All Special People) held at the Bayside
Recreation Center
May 4 - Special Olympics Track and Field Competition
May 5 - Memorial Mass will be celebrated at the Christ Our King Church
May 16 - Divan Meeting
June 8 & 9 - Church collections at Sacred Heart
Wamba #89

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com
Our International Convention is just around the corner. This is going to be a real Blast!
Nashville and all of the music will be complementing our convention. This is also
a GREAT time to let Nashville know who and what Alhambran’s are. We are a fun
loving bunch of Catholics that realize we have a great purpose here on earth and that
is to be the spokespersons for those who can’t speak for themselves in our society. We
know how our government works and who our elected leaders are after all, most of us
just recently finished voting here in the United States. How many of our Special Needs
Friends do you know that were able to get out and vote? How many of them know
what the purposes are for those who were being elected? We know the importance of
electing people who will stand up for our rights and do the right things regardless of
how difficult it may seem. This is, to some degree, what we are going to be doing at
this convention. We will be electing our leaders to take us through our next two years.
Do you know anything about who is running for our leadership positions? Do you
have any idea of what their job is? How about the resolutions that are being proposed
that will affect all of us as Alhambran’s, do you have any opinion about them? If you
do, why not let your delegates from your Caravan know who you want as leaders and
how you want them to vote on the issues at hand. After all, at the last convention
wasn’t the decision to allow women into our organization won by just one or two votes.
Know the issues (read this paper), know the candidates (read this paper and if you are
at convention, go to candidates night), express your opinions to your delegates. After
all, your caravan’s vote is almost as important and has almost the same impact on our
Alhambra as YOUR presence has in impacting your Special Friends.

April 6 - Caravan meeting held at the Caravan’s Alcazar
April 19 & 20 - Ceremonial weekend activities
May 4 - Allegany County Special Olympics
May 16 - Divan meeting held at the Caravan’s Alcazar
May 19 - Western Maryland Distributing picnic
June 1 - Caravan meeting at the Alcazar
Jerez #183
April 19 & 20 - A large representation of Sir Nobles and Sultanas attended the
Wamba Caravan Ceremonial weekend
May 15 - Attended Mass at Sacred Heart Church. Meeting and picnic followed
Mass
May 19 - Caravan will say the Rosary outside K of C
Fatima #265
April 20 - The Sir Nobles of Fatima Caravan attended the Ceremonial and Mass
sponsored by Wamba Caravan. Fatima was proud to have brought in one new
member during this ceremonial.
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Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the
next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address
to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Richard A. Sosin
19739 Ingram St.
Livonia, MI 48152-1566
(H) 248-471-2389 (C) 734-765-2100
regionvi@ymail.com

Carmona Caravan #75:
Every Year Brother Nick and his team of Captains plead for help for our annual canister
collections. I am pleased to announce that we have donated over $19,000.00 dollars to
several charitable organizations. Thanks to all of you who were a part of this.

These past two years sure flew by. It has been a fun two years and will be ending soon. Our
region has had a successful time working well together gaining membership, fundraising
and supporting each other. We teamed with Knights of Columbus to better the facilities at
Saint Francis Camp.

Do you remember the drawings that National sponsors annually to help the general fund?
Well, it’s that time again. This year’s drawing will be July 2, 2013, (editor’s note – the early
drawing has been done and the winner’s name has been announced). Tickets are $25.00
each and 1000 need to be sold, Prizes are 1st $2,000, 2nd $1,000, 3rd $500. 4th $200. and
5th $100. You are welcome to split the cost with friends

Seeing is believing, and we joined the Shriners this year taking over 2,500 clients to the
circus.

PGC Jim Sterley will be collecting your accumulations of loose change at the April meeting.
Thanks to all who support this effort.
Thanks to PGC Vince DiCaprio, 200 Carmona Caravan March Madness Squares are
playing away and we are awaiting the last few winners. The final game will be played on
our meeting night. Good luck to all who purchased tickets. Your support is very much
appreciated and it’s a fun way to enjoy the games.
Carmona poker tournament is scheduled for Friday, April 19, 2013.

In Feb. we celebrated the annual Founders Day Mass, along with Fr. Paul Balien our regional
Chaplain. We had a wonderful mass followed by a delicious brunch at his Parish St. Linus
in Dearborn Heights.
In April we had our Ceremonial along with Canada, and guests Vice Supreme Commander
Vince Braun, Supreme Scribe Ed Smith And Executive Secretary Roger Reid. We had 20
new members and Lady Nobles. Mass followed the Ceremonial led by Supreme Chaplain
Msgr. Bass and Fr. Paul Balien.
Upcoming, through the efforts of one of our Sir Nobles, Walgreens Drugs will help raise
funds for St. Francis Camp by putting canisters in their stores. Hopefully our name will be
getting out and people will what the Alhambra is and what we can do.

Fez pin drawing – the first name called for our Fez Pin drawing was absent. SN Father Harry
Winca, but the second name called was present. Congratulations to PGC Bill Plank!! To
win one of these $100.00 values, all you have to do is come to the meeting, CBG Dr. Dave
has provided us with plenty of opportunities to win.

Thanks each and everyone of you who pitched in and saw what made it possible to keep
Region VI alive and well. Each helping hand is so appreciated and keeps us all together. To
all of you Al Salaam, looking forward to Nashville and seeing you there.

Congratulations to our new life members: PGC Richard J. Bar, SN Michael A. Donzella,
SN Wayne J. Ecke, SN Michael R. Halapy, PSO Thomas J. Harlan. Life membership gives
you little in terms of perks. . You still pay your dues, no one drives you to the meetings, and
people still pick on you for wearing a silly “hat”. But it does get you one thing! A steak
dinner in July of every year. Gold plated life membership cards will be awarded at the May
meeting.

Region V (Continued)

Thanks again to PGC DiCaprio for his efforts in running the March Madness Squares fund
raiser for the 2nd season. Vince reports proceeds of $1,755.00 and sends his thanks to all
who sold tickets.
Tri Caravan traditionally hold their Canister collection drives in the summer months. PGC
Joe Svoboda reports that he has scheduled two churches thus far: St. Basil and St. Monica.
SN McNulty is getting to be a regular TV star! He will be on the “Living Right with Dr. Ray
Show on, May 17th”. At 5:00 am and on Saturday, May 18th at 10:00
The Carmona poker went off on schedule Friday April 19th, Once again, our heartfelt thanks
go out to Frank and Fran for hosting this event for the past 12 ½ years!!! Your dedication
is out of this world!!
GC Mahoney reports that Carmona is in the process of a March Madness fund-raiser that
consists of purchasing squares. Also, it will be Carmona’s 25th Poker tournament on April
19th, Bob was proud to announce that at the recent Divan meeting they donated $19,340 to
nine different charities.
Mahdi #142: GC Marty Ryan reports that the collections are now finished. The Christmas
party was a success as usual. Also indicated that Jim Mandelik is heading up the Tripe
dinner, scheduled for September 2013, tickets will be distributed at the June meeting.

Abba Koval #200: GC Damien Borkowski reports the Christmas Party was a big success.
Abba Koval has donated money to five different charities and he would like to thank all SN’s
that helped in the fundraising.
Al Jana #159: GC/PSD Carl Majewski: No report
Notes from Region “V” meeting hosted by Al Jana:
Founders Day Mass was held on February 16, 2013 at St. John’s Cathedral. Mass was
celebrated by Bishop Quinn and dinner afterwards at Sterle’s restaurant. Let it be known that
Bishop Quinn could not have said anything better about our Organization, The Alhambra.
He did an excellent job.
MO Frank Nowak reported that the Sultans’s Christmas Party was held on January 12, 2013
at St. Paul’s Hellenic Center
No report on the Tripe Dinner.
PGC Jim Sterley asked if anyone wanted to run for SD of Region “V” Our current SD is J. R.
Black. J. R. would like to see a local SN take over the SD job. If you are interested contact
Jim. J. R. also reported that his 15 year old grandson passed away.
Galicia Caravan from Madison Heights, MI held a Ceremonial on April 28th, There were 5
new members that attended.

Next meeting will be held June 12th, sponsored by Abba Koval.

(Continued to the right)
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
Sir Nobles, as we begin a new year, allow me to thank everyone for the support you
have given me these last two years, and I hope you will continue to support me these
next two years. Again membership will be at the top of my game for these next two
years. Sir Nobles, you have heard over and over again during these last two year that our
membership is hurting. We did not meet our goal this past year. At the present time for
the whole region, we have fourteen applications on hand and three new Sir Nobles. Out of
seven caravans in the region, four caravans have not shared the privilege of membership
with one single Catholic gentlemen. I say this because four caravans have not recruited
one single member. Our region needs more members. Are you afraid to ask? Aren’t you
proud of our Order and of the work that we do? There are hundreds of Catholic gentlemen
who do not know what Alhambra is nor do they know of the work we do for Gods’ Special
Children. We should be welcoming new members and the help they can give us. Don’t
make your caravan a private club. There are so many children of all ages and so many
organizations who need our help. The more members we have the more Alhambra can
accomplish. Let’s all pull together and everyone bring in one new member.
Our Texas Caravans will be and have been involved in the following:
Baza #78 Corpus Christi, Texas: Alhambra members and God’s Special Children
participated in a corporate mass held at St. Paul’s Catholic Church May 12, 2013, Mother’s
Day, and a breakfast was shared by everyone after mass. The caravan is preparing for
their annual summer camp where God’s Special Children will participate in all types of
athletic activities. During this summer camp, Baza will provide meals and refreshments
for all who attend.
El Cid #106 Rio Grande City, Texas: During the summer months El Cid will continue to
work with the Challenger’s Division Baseball Team in which only God’s Special Children
participate. On this Team every child has a coach who is a Sir Noble. YOU GO, RIO
GRANDE CITY! Other than Sir Nobles involving themselves in coaching these Special
Children, they also held a raffle on April 25, 2013, in which they profited a good sum of
money for their general fund. The winners of the raffle were Dalinda Pena, Ed Garcia and
Carlos Rivas.
Alva #91 Brownsville, Texas: Alva Caravan assisted with the opening of the Brownsville
Independent School District Special Olympics by helping present ribbons to the winning
participants, and the Caravan provided food and refreshments for everyone participating
in this event. Alva #91 was also recognized at the Brownsville Independent School Board
May meeting for the work they do in assisting all of the educationally challenged children/
students in the district. Alva is in the process of formulating plans for a “run” during the
summer months. A Divan meeting will be held to discuss who will attend the Alhambra
Convention in Nashville, TN.
Bejar #56 San Antonio, Texas: On May 1, 2013, Bejar 56 held their annual field trip to
the San Antonio Zoo. Seven hundred of God’s Special Children were brought from San
Antonio and surrounding school districts to participate in an all day field trip. After the
zoo trip, everyone enjoyed chili dogs, chips, sweets and punch. There were thirty-four Sir
Nobles and Sultanas who volunteered for this event. On May 4, Bejar 56 held their annual
Skeet Shoot and Barbeque. The Caravan held its annual $10,000 raffle. All proceeds went
to the Handicap Fund.
Guadalupe #234 El Paso, Texas: On May 3, Friday evening, three Sir Nobles and two
Sultanas attended the Opening Ceremonies for the Special Olympic Texas Spring Games.
(Continued to the right)
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Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
PO Box 1010
Idyllwild, CA 92549-1010
(H) 303-319-6550
cbraun18@gmail.com
Sir Nobles and Lady Nobles and Guests of Region VIII journeyed to the beaches of
Ventura, CA for our very successful Ceremonial in April. SEVEN new Lady Nobles were
welcomed into our Order. They are all very enthusiastic and we are looking the creative
ideas they will bring to our Region. Preliminary plans for the next Ceremonial are already
being conducted. The goal will be to see many more Lady Nobles, and of course Sir
Nobles, prepared to cross the burning sands and join in our mission and sociability.
We now look forward to the upcoming Convention in Nashville. When we return, the
annual gathering of the High Hopes Band and God’s Special Children will be our next
event in September at the Pala Indian Mission in Pala, CA.
For the most current activity updates, when visiting Southern California, do not hesitate to
contact SD Chris Braun [303-319-6550] or VSC Vince Braun [562-572-4674].

Region VII Continued
At the opening ceremony Grand Commander Ruben Gallegos and Sultana Debbie
Lowenberg walked in with the Special Olympics Canutillo High School Team, Sultana
Mary Maresca walked in with the Franklin High School Team and Vice Commander Tom
Michael entered with Hornedo Middle School. Sir Noble Ray Lucero participated by also
escorting a Special Olympics Team. New member Daniel Gonzalez and his wife Mary
were also present helping with the registration of VIP’s. Sir Noble Ray Lucero gave the
Invocation for the Opening Ceremonies and did a grand job. On Saturday, May 4, five Sir
Nobles and four Sultanas participated in the Games. Six of them served as Huggers. At
the finish line, they hugged and greeted the Special Olympians as they crossed the finish
line. Other Sir Nobles and Sultanas worked in the Olympic Village by providing games and
prizes to the Olympians while they awaited their turn to race. Those present were Grand
Commander Ruben Gallegos and his Sultana, Debbie Lowenberg, Vice Grand Commander
Tom Michael, Sir Noble Ray Lucero, Sir Noble Richard Macias and his Sultana, Pat Macias,
Sultanas Mary Maresca, Pat O’Toole, Lupe Borunda, and Mary Loya, and new members
Daniel and Mary Gonzalez also attended. Guadalupe Caravan meetings will resume in
August due to summer school vacation and various other summer activities. Plans are in
the works to have a picnic-get-together sometime in July.

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Jean-Maurice Brosseau
1585 Rue Kirouac
Laval, QC H7G 4T4 Canada
(O) 514-384-4545 (H) 450-668-3508

bross@videotron.ca

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Jim DeZorzi
8438 Defore Dr RR2
Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
regionx@execulink.com

Nothing to report

Every Caravan has been active in the past few months. Here is what they told
me:

MORE PICTURES FROM WAMBA CARAVAN CEREMONIAL

Seneca Caravan #109
All seems quiet on the Eastern Ontario front. However, don’t forget that they
sponsor the annual Pilgrimage to Martyr’s Shrine in Midland, ON the second
weekend in September. We urge all Alhambrans who have never been to the
Shrine to attend this year.
For more information contact PGC Jim Cooper at 613-966-6079.
Alcazaba Caravan #162
Hamilton, ON’s only caravan is busy promoting Catholic values and supporting
the Salt & Light group with monthly events.
Algarva Caravan #168
Algarva has been busy getting new 6 members including 3 Lady Nobles. These
attended the Ceremonial sponsored by Galicia Caravan #77 in Michigan.

Supreme Director Michael Stakem instructs
candidates during Wamba Ceremonial

They are busy planning their biggest event of the year, Fun Day, June 19th. This
event will be held at the Legacy Community Centre in Thedford, ON and they
plan on hosting 450 of God’s Special People and their caregivers in a day of
games, pizza, dancing and a full celebration banquet. They invite all Alhambrans
and others who are interested to attend and see what they do.
In July they will hold their annual Golf Tournament, which is their main fundraiser
at Sandhills Golf Resort in Northville, ON. There are two tee-off times: 7:30 am
and 12:30 pm. Price includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, lunch, dinner and prizes.
In August they plan two events: their Fun in the Sun Weekend, a social weekend
for Alhambrans and their spouses (August 10-12), and a river cruise on the Duc
d’Orleans in the St. Clair River for God’s Special Children in August.
For more information on these events contact PSC Gerry Forster (their GC) at
519-243-1613.

Region III Chaplain Fr. John Kowaleski
administers oath to Wamba Neophytes

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Father J.J. Stortz of Region X.
As of this writing there are no arrangements made. You can contact SD James
DeZorzi for further information. It is recommended that you send a Spiritual
Gift Card in his name.

Garcia Caravan #230
Garcia has been very busy, spearheaded by their Chaplain, to seek out students
at the local college who are training to assist the mentally challenged either as a
special education teacher, or teacher’s assistant or a personal service worker for
an agency dedicated to assisting the mentally challenged.
So far they have had 12 scholarships approved and have just applied for 18 more.
Their Chaplain Rev. Mr. Ron Vermette has been the spearhead of this worthwhile
project. The more that word gets out about us and our scholarship program the
better we will all be.
Region X
I hope to see a good number of Ontarians at the Convention in Nashville at
the end of June. However, the numbers may be slim especially from my own
Caravan as most of their members are farmers and its planting season in our area.
The Caravans in Region X have nominated me to run for another term as their
Supreme Director and I have graciously accepted their call to serve once again.
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PETITIONS FOR AMENDMENT TO AL SUNNA
Here are the petitions that have been received in Home Office for amendment to Al Sunna
Petition #1

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: March 2, 2013
Submitted by: Supreme Director, Region V, J. R. Black
Al Sunna Article: Bylaws Article IV, “Supreme Divan”, Section 2, Voting Power, Page 15 (Revised 2013)
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: Section 2 – Voting Power
“Each delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote for all matters that come before the Supreme Divan, except in the election of Officers.”
Proposed Wording:
`
“Each credentialed member of the Order, present during the Supreme Divan meetings, shall be entitled to one (1) vote for all matters that come before the Supreme
Divan, except in the election of Officers.”
Rational:
It is suggested that members in good standing attending the Supreme Divan meetings are sufficiently qualified to vote on administrative matters that affect the wellbeing of their respective caravans. Permitting them to vote and participate in the debate seems logical and perhaps would add to the number of delegates attending the
Alhambra convention each two years. This amendment to give credentialed members a vote does not pertain to the process of electing Supreme Offices.
PETITION #2 		

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: March 27, 2013
Submitted by: Bejar Caravan #56, San Antonio, Texas
Represented by: Past Supreme Advocate, Jack Sims
Reference: Al Sunna, Article XII, “Dissolution,” Section 1, “Process of Dissolving the Order, Paragraph’s “a..” Page 8 (Al Sunna Revised 2011)
This is a Constitutional Article
Present Wording: Article XII, Section “1.” – Process of Dissolving the Order, Paragraph “a.”
“a. The Council of Viziers may, upon a majority vote of its members, dissolve the Order. Before any vote on a resolution to dissolve the Order may be taken, notice
that the Council of Viziers is considering dissolution shall be mailed to all members of the Council of Viziers, the members of the Supreme Divan, and the chartered
Caravans at least 30 days in advance of such vote.”
Proposed Wording: (This wording shall be added to Article XII, Section 1, Paragraph “a.”)
“Upon any action of the Council of Viziers to dissolve the Order, each caravan shall be notified of such action by giving thirty (30) days written notice to the Grand
Commander, the Vice Grand Commander, the Grand Scribe and Scribe of the Exchequer of each caravan. Such notice shall advise that upon dissolution the caravan
may exercise the option to continue to exist and to operate independently and autonomously using the name “Alhambra Caravan No. _____”. Upon exercising such
option the caravan shall immediately register such name with the local and state registrar of assumed names.”
Rational:
WHEREAS, circumstances have arisen whereby the financial well-being of the Order is in serious doubt and, therefore, it is prudent to put in place appropriate
procedures and guidelines as to dissolution and liquidation.

(Continued on Page 23)
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(Continued from Page 22)
PETITION #3

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: March 27, 2013
Submitted by: Bejar Caravan #56, San Antonio, Texas
Represented by: Past Supreme Advocate, Jack Sims
Reference: Al Sunna, Article XII, “Dissolution” Section 4, “Distribution Under the Plan”, Paragraph’s “a.,” and “b.”) Page 9 (Revised 2011)
This is a Constitutional Article
Present Wording: Article XII, Section 4 – Distribution Under the Plan, Paragraph’s “a.”, and “b.”
“a.. Catholic organization or organizations established under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or any law amendatory thereof.”
“b.. In Choosing such Catholic organization or organizations as hereinbefore provided, the Executive Committee, with approval of the Council of Viziers, shall seek,
to the extent possible, an organization or organizations with goals or programs most closely identified with the goals and programs of the Order.”
Proposed Wording:
It is therefore, moved that Section 4, Article XII of the Al Sunna shall be repealed in its entirety and the following shall be enacted in place thereof, to wit:
“Any and all assets available for distribution shall be distributed to the caravans then in good standing with the Order and which then qualify as “non-profit, charitable
organizations” as defined by the Internal Revenue Service of the USA. Such distribution to caravans shall be “proportional”, based upon actual membership of each
caravan as it relates to the total paid per capita membership of the Order at the time of dissolution.”
Rational:
WHEREAS, circumstances have arisen whereby the financial well-being of the Order is in serious doubt and, therefore, it is prudent to put in place appropriate
procedures and guidelines as to dissolution and liquidation.
PETITION #4 		

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: March 27, 2013
Submitted by: Cordova Caravan #26, Buffalo, New York
Represented by: Grand Commander, Dr. William Smith
Al Sunna Article: Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 3 -Invoicing Paragraph a., Page 32 (Revised 2011)
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: Section 3, “Invoicing,” Paragraph a.
The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans in September for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments, based on the records of the membership on file as
of August 31st of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans are due and payable on or before November 1st. The Secretariat shall adjust caravan membership rolls of
reported deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessment invoices.
Proposed Wording:
“The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans on August 1st of each calendar year for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments, based on the records of the
membership on file as of close of business, June 30th of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans are due and payable on or before November 1st. The Secretariat shall
adjust caravan membership rolls of reported deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessment invoices.”
Rational:
Historically, the Council of Viziers meet during the second or third week in the month of July of each calendar year and set/announce the amount of per capita due from
caravans. Their meeting dates do not give the Secretariat ample time to adjust the caravan membership records and then send out invoices in a timely manner to the
caravans. Grand Divans do not have enough time to bill their members and collect dues, especially since caravan members are routinely on vacation during the summer
months.
By having the Secretariat adjust membership records by June 30th and mailing per capita invoices to Grand Commanders on or before July 30th, would give Grand
Commanders, ninety (90) days to collect caravan dues and pay their per capita by November 1st.
Adoption of this amendment to revise the governing documents of the Order would benefit all caravans in the Order of Alhambra.
(Continued on Page 24)
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(Continued from Page 23)
Petition #5		

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: March 27, 2013
Submitted by: Toloza Caravan #81, Montreal
Represented by: Supreme Commander, SN André Beauchamp
Al Sunna Article: Rules, Policies and Procedures, “Wearing of the Fez,” Page 2
This is a Rules, Policies and Procedures Article
Present Wording: None. This amendment will add a new paragraph (c.)
Proposed Wording:
Whereas: The International Order of Alhambra has recently authorized women to become equal members of the organization, and
Whereas: Women now have all of the rights, benefits and privileges of full membership and
Whereas: Women are now bound by the same set of rules and laws of the order as men, and
Whereas: There has been much discussion about the wearing of our officially recognized head piece (Fez) of the organization for women.
Therefore, Be it Resolved that: Each Supreme Director shall be authorized within his/her region to establish and communicate a suitable policy for the wearing of
jewelry and other paraphernalia by women members.
It shall be mandatory that whatever clothing, jewelry, sashes, paraphernalia or headgear is decided within the region that the official emblem of the Order shall be highly
visible, prominently displayed and be affixed thereto. The official headgear of the International Order of Alhambra, (the traditional fez), is permitted to be worn by
female members. The fez must be purchased from the Secretariat.
PETITION #6

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: April 24, 2013
Submitted by: Supreme Director, Region IX, Jean-Maurice Brosseau
Al Sunna Article: Article XI, “Revenue. Add New Section 3, Page 8
			
Present Wording: None
This is a Constitutional Article
Proposed Wording:
`
“Section 3- The yearly administrative cost (fixed and variable) of the Order should be limited to no more than 100% of the total per capita collected for the budget year,
and no more than 75% of the total per capita collected for the following year.” Responsibility for the implementation of this program should be given to the Executive
Director and overseen by the Executive Director.”
Rational:
In view of our financial situation, whereby, if we don’t increase the per capita by a significant amount we should be bankrupt in 2 or 4 years.

(Continued on Page 25)
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(Continued from Page 24)
PETITION #7		

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: April 18, 2013
Submitted by: Bejar Caravan #56, San Antonio, Texas
Represented by: Past Supreme Advocate, Jack Sims
Reference: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article VI, “Officer Duties” Section 8, “Executive Director,” Page 19
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: None –This is a new paragraph (“a.”) to the bylaws article.
Proposed Wording: Section 8 – Executive Director
The Executive Director’s duties shall include but are not limited to the following.
“Paragraph a.
The Council of Viziers shall have authority to appoint an “Executive Director,” and to fix the term as well as compensation and/or expenses of such office. Immediately
following the election of officers at the biennial meeting of the Supreme Divan, the Council of Viziers shall meet. Among the matters to be considered shall be the
selection of an “Executive Director.” The Council shall decide if such officer shall be ‘voluntary’ or ‘salaried,’ and if salaried, the amount of such compensation and the
amount and type of expenses to be paid or allowed. The Council shall, in addition, determine the term of any such selection and any other matters in connection with
such selection or appointment.”
The original paragraph a. shall be designated as paragraph b., without change or revision
The original paragraph b. shall be designated as paragraph c., without change or revision
The original paragraph c. shall be designated as paragraph d., without change or revision
The original paragraph d. shall be designated as paragraph e., without change or revision
PETITION #8

A RESOLUTION TO APPEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: April 26, 2013
Submitted by: Supreme Advocate, William Cubbedge, J.D., KHS
Al Sunna Article: Rules, Policies and Procedures
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: None, this is a new section, intended to be appended to the Rules, Policies and Procedures (Rev. 2004)
Proposed Wording: Add
“That the Supreme Advocate, with the advice and consent of the Executive Committee, shall be authorized to amend the governing documents of the Order in order
to include the term “Lady Noble” alongside “Sir Noble” as should be appropriate and in accordance with the context in which the term is used, so as not to alter the
original meaning of the text.”

(Continued on Page 26)
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(Continued from Page 25)
PETITION #9

A RESOLUTION TO APPEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: April 26, 2013
Submitted by: Supreme Advocate, William Cubbedge, J.D., KHS
Al Sunna Article: Rules, Policies and Procedures
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: None. This is a new section, intended to be appended to the Rules, Policies and Procedures (Rev. 2004)
Proposed Wording: Add
“The use of masculine pronouns in this document shall be construed to include persons of both sexes as called for by the context in which they are used.”
PETITION #10 		

TO AMEND THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

Date Submitted: May 11, 2013
Submitted by: Executive Director, Roger Reid, PSC
Reference: Al Sunna, Article XIII, “Standing Committee Duties” Section 6, Scholarship Committee, Page 22
This is a Bylaws Article
Present Wording: Article XIII, Section 6 – Scholarship Committee
“Section 6 –Scholarship Committee
The Scholarship Committee shall receive, review and select scholarship applications. They shall recommend to the Executive Committee those applications that are
worthy of funding with a scholarship grant. The Supreme Chaplain shall be a member of the Scholarship Committee.”
Proposed Wording:
“Section 6 -Processing of Scholarship applications and grant awards
Scholarship applications received from Supreme Directors shall be reviewed by the Executive Director. Those found worthy of funding shall be awarded a scholarship
grant. A report of such grants awarded shall be made quarterly to the Executive Committee and biennially to the delegates to the Supreme Divan.”
Rational:
The Executive Committee determined as a cost and time saving measure to streamline the awarding of scholarship grants and eliminate the necessity of multiple layers
of review, handling and mailings. The current handling of scholarship applications and awarding of grants has been greatly improved.
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OCEAN CITY ALHAMBRA GET TOGETHER

Helping Hands of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook

DATE THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10TH to 13TH 2013

The “Helping Hands of St. Francis Camp Cookbook” is now
available for purchase. This cookbook includes about 170
recipes and several pages of cooking hints and tips.

PLACE: OCEAN CITY MARYLAND
HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL
1-888-465-3451(Toll Free)
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PSC ED
FIORELLA 757-362-9225
WAMBA HAS AGAIN AGREED TO HOST THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM AS THEY HAVE IN THE
PAST – THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT “WAMBA”
VISIT OCEAN CITY DOWNS CASINO 10
MINUTES FROM THE HOTEL

The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which includes a
donation to the Order of Alhambra General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis Camp along with
a note of how many cookbooks you wish to order and name/
address where to ship it to:
		
		
		

St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121

Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately upon receipt of
your payment.
This fund-raiser will benefit the camp in many ways including
future renovations of the camp in an ongoing effort to continue
to meet the needs of the campers we hold so dear.

PADUL 69 WILL AGAIN SPONSOR THE HORSE
RACING IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM
THIS YEAR WILL FEATURE “THE ENDLESS
SUMMER CRUISIN” OCTOBER 10TH THRU 13TH.
THIS EVENT FEATURES 2,500 RODS, CUSTOM
CAR CLASSICS, TRICK TRUCKS AND MORE
PLUS THE BOARDWALK PARADES WHICH
WILL TAKE PLACE THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY.
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY A FUN WEEK-END
- EVEN IF THE WEATHER IS BAD.
WE HAVE A GREAT TIME WITH FELLOWSHIP
AND REMEMBERING ALL THE GOOD TIME WE
HAVE HAD
WITH PERMISSION FROM FATHER JOHN
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED SATURDAY
AFTERNOON (APPROX 5:00 PM).

ALHAMBRA
A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO
*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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On Monday, May 13th, 2013, three Alhambrans presented a twelve thousand dollar Alhambra Charity Fund check to the director of Hope University to provide new
musical instruments for the Hi Hopes, a very talented group of developmentally challenged Musicians located in Orange County, California. The Hi Hopes have
performed for many Alhambra parties and even played at our 2003 Alhambra Convention in Las Vegas.

PSV Ed Ehrhart of Abd Al Aziz Caravan #262, Ron
Langloe who plays several musical instruments
with the Hi Hopes, Hope University Executive
Director Janice Reyes holding an enlarged copy
of the Alhambra Charity Fund $12,000 check,
and PGC Ed Scheer Abd Al Aziz Caravan #262

Front row left to right Hi Hopes musicians: Howard
Miller bass player, Mikki Davis rock&roll singer and
Cathy Acton female lead singer holding an enlarged
$12,000 Alhambra Charity Fund check, with Richard
Groves male back-up singer.
Back row left to right: PSV Ed Ehrhart, GC Seth
Easley, Executive Director Janice Reyes of Hope
University, and PGC Ed Scheer

GC Seth Easley of Al Cassin Caravan #163 presents the
actual $12,000 check to Hope University Executive Director

Janice Reyes

Together we are stronger
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