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HOME OFFICE ROOF REPAIR APPEAL
Late August 2011, Hurricane Irene struck the east coast and
unfortunately our Headquarters Office suffered major structural
and equipment damage. Part of the roof was so damaged that water
infiltrated the exterior walls of the building, causing extensive damage
to the walls, wiring, telephone and computer equipment and mold to
the office carpeting. Unfortunately our insurance didn’t cover these
repairs.

CURRENT PROGRESS
ON FUNDRAISING
HOME OFFICE
ROOF REPAIRS

The Order has already completed the repairs at a cost of $30,000. A
letter was sent to all Grand Commanders concerning this in November
which has generated $4,800.00 so far. We are asking all Caravans/
Members to please look into your wallets and donate what you can
afford to cover our expenses.

Your contribution will help maintain our headquarters building in a
normal and functioning condition. Contributions may be sent to: Order
of Alhambra, 4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229.

PLUS MORE
Editor’s Pen
Supreme
Officer’s
Columns

GENERAL FUND RAFFLE
As was noted in the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes in the last issue, the General Fund Raffle Tickets
were distributed to the Supreme Directors last October. If you have not received a ticket to either purchase or
sell by the time you receive this issue, contact your Supreme Director immediately to get one.
There are only 2 months remaining to get a chance to make a few bucks and help the General Fund out
immensely. Get your ticket stub and check into home office by May 18th and you stand the chance of getting
the early bird prize of $250.00.
This raffle is one of the most important fundraisers that we have since it directly provides the necessary
funding for Home Office. Let’s do our part and sell out all tickets before the final drawing in July at the
Council of Viziers meeting in New Orleans thereby helping out the General Fund so that Home Office stays
running and providing the excellent service we have grown to love.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

The Head Fez Says
by Andre Beauchamp
Andre can be reached by e-mail at
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

In previous Alhambran articles I have discussed the
problems and concerns of dwindling membership in the
Order of Alhambra. Still, today some members simply do
not believe that the Order is in very serious shape and cannot continue as a fraternal
organization much longer.
We have discussed the fact that over the last ten or so years a majority of our
members have not only aged, but they have also stopped sponsoring new members
into their respective caravans. The consequence of this inaction has been a steady
increase of per capita to our caravans. Nothing in the near future is changing that
indicates that anything for us as a 108 year old fraternity is getting any better.
The challenge for our Supreme Officers now is to downsize the Order across the
board, while keeping our expenses in line with anticipated revenues. Expenses
have been drastically reduced; goods and services have been cut-back and we no
longer carry large inventories of jewelry and fraternal paraphernalia. In 2006 the
Order had five full-time employees. Today, six years later, we have one full-time
and one part time employee at our headquarters office in Baltimore. Today we are
learning to do more with less.
Your Supreme officers are asking, “What may be our future?” The key to our
success in today’s world is continual learning and improvement. The minute
we stop moving forward, learning and using new technologies, we start moving

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Vince Braun

Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

As members of the Order of Alhambra we all have that
one thing that makes us want to be members. It does not matter if that is the social
activities we attend, the friendship we develop or the programs of the Order that
we support, there is something for all of us. We all get something from being a
member.

backward. We are looking into the future by assessing our needs. The Executive
Committee has taken the bold move of having our headquarters office purchased
by the Order’s Charity Fund. It is reasoned that we would be better able to manage
the Order by transferring ownership of the building to the assets of the charity fund
and eliminating the Order’s (General Fund) corporation. The impact of this action
will be discussed at future meetings. We agree with those who would argue that this
seems like a drastic action. It goes along with the overall downsizing of the entire
Order in order to have a future for the Order of Alhambra. It is typical of what other
major companies and organizations do just to survive.
As Supreme Commander I have the duty to explain the actions we have taken
and plan to take. As a fraternal organization we are committed at the beginning
of the next fiscal year to reach some very challenging goals. We’ve worked hard
all year and accomplished much, but not quite enough to meet our commitments
to completely balance our budgets. As our fraternal year draws to a close, it has
become clear that the only way we will reach our goals is to restructure our Order
and seek ways to further reduce expenses. Some of our actions will be hurtful to
everyone, but nevertheless must be done.
Our fixed expenses such as utilities, legal fees and building services continue
to increase in the same fashion as your household. The Order is not immune to
inflation. We have no more employees to lay-off and no real hope of having new
members in sufficient quantities joining our Order. It would be a different story if
each member sponsored just one new member into their caravan, every year. This
hope is just not happening. Therefore, any prudent manager would have to consider
downsizing. That’s what we are presently doing.
I will report our progress.

is just a few of us or dozens of us. When we do things as members of the Order
we do these things with all the members. If it is a HiHopes dance in Southern
California, supporting a camp in Michigan or opening a new Alhambra house in
Mississippi. We can all take pride and honor from everything that is done in the
name of the Order. We can all feel the mutual pride in the accomplishments and the
continued work being done in the name of the Order for God’s Special Children,
just as we should all feel the full support of all the members of the Order when we
are able to contribute to the work and programs of the Order.
This is why we are members of a group like this. To unite us in our efforts and
accomplishments of a common cause. This is why the support of each of us is so
important to the survival of the order. Please continue to support each other and the
Order by doing one simple thing - GET A NEW MEMBER.

When we do things as members we don’t do them alone. It does not matter if there

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.

The Alhambran 2

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

Dear friends,
I truly pray that you are each enjoying the many blessings of this Easter Season. The greatest of all Christian feasts never seems to lose its
very special quality: the reality that Jesus rose from the dead in order to offer each of us the gift of eternal life!!
As we begin the month of May, we are also reminded that the Blessed Virgin Mary had an essential role in this story and that her faith
continues to strengthen the faith of each of us. She is the perfect Christian because of her faith-filled devotion to Christ and her unending
trust in God.
As a young girl who was unmarried, she never hesitated to accept God’s call to bear His Son in her womb. In spite of how those around
her may have viewed her – or what they thought about her – she gave daily witness to her trust that God’s words to her would be fulfilled.
Visiting her cousin Elizabeth, herself six months pregnant, was a wonderful meeting of the mother of John the Baptist with the mother of
Jesus. What excitement she caused Elizabeth when she felt the child leap in her womb upon seeing the approach of Mary to visit her for
three months.
The many sorrows that Mary bore throughout the years: escaping to Egypt, losing her son for three days and finding Him in the temple, her
widowhood and, of course, watching her only Son – her only child – carry a cross – be nailed to that cross – and die on that cross. Never
questioning – never asking, “Why me?” – never doubting God – but always turning to him with faith and trust.
Indeed, Mary was and remains for all of us the perfect Christian. We have so very much we can learn from her – and we can daily draw
closer to her and to her Son, Jesus, by continuing devotion to her especially through the Rosary. Let us each re-commit ourselves to taking
the time each day to ask for her powerful intercession and taking the time each day to spend with Jesus in prayer.
Although we may occasionally have our doubts – our worries – our concerns – let us ask Jesus through Mary to help us carry our daily
crosses – to learn to trust completely in Him and in the Father – and know that they will walk with us every step of our journey from this
last to the next – until we meet and live with them in that Heavenly Kingdom to which we have each been called.
May you continue to have a most blessed Easter Season – sharing in the great events of the Ascension and Pentecost – and, in a special
way, honoring Mary throughout the month of May.
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NEW CANDIDATES
AL KAMEL #10

DIEGO CARAVAN #255

REV. PHILLIP DE VOUS
ARHTUR C. KUNATH
LUCAS HENNESSEY
SEAN KUNATH
ARTHUR M. KUNATH

EARL G. THOMPSON

PORTO CARAVAN #104
THOMAS HEFFERON

MOSARA CARAVAN #260
ALBERTO GONZALEZ
MICHAEL M. GUERRA
CORTEZ CARAVAN #267
RONNIE J. SEATON, SR

AL JANA CARAVAN #159
RUTH GRASKEMPER
PATRICIA D. ZDOLSHEK

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
Well the time has come to try and save the Order some funds. As
you may have noticed in past issues we were talking about having
The Alhambran only available electronically. After extensive
discussion concerning this issue it was finally decided to have
the membership decide if they want the printed copy or having it
available only electronically. Beginning now you can make this
choice. If you only want the paper available electronically you
need to go to the Order’s Website - www.orderalhambra.org - to
voice your choice. On the main page there is a election process.
You need to click on the button saying Opt Out of Printed Copy
and complete the information asked for. Make sure that you fill
out all required information. Then you will click on the Submit
Button to complete the process. After making this choice your
name will be eliminated from the mailing list of the printed copy.
Also you will be receiving an e-mail letting you know when the
paper is available electronically. To view/print your own copy
you will go to the link on the main page of the website and select
which issue you want to view/print. A PDF copy of the paper will
come up and you can do whatever you wish, just view it on your
computer screen or click on the print button to print out a copy. If
you wish to continue to receive a printed copy of The Alhambran
you don’t do anything at all and you will continue getting it by
mail. If you want to be able to receive it by mail and also view it or
print it out electronically all you need to do is to watch the website
for the new issue to be posted and you can view it/print it from
there and don’t click on the Opt Out Button. If you wish to view or
print any previous issues, they are already available on the website
going back to the Nov/Dec 2009 issue. This ends the discussion of
going electronic with The Alhambran.

PICTURES FROM ALGARVA CARAVAN #168 HAYRIDE

FEZ NOTICE

ATTENTION WIDOWS

We have been informed that the company
who produces our fezes can no longer offer
embroidered names inside of the rayon fez,
this can only be stamped in.

Effective with the Jun-Jul issue of The Alhambran we plan to discontinue
sending the journal to widows unless they have submitted a request to
continue receiving it. Please forward a note to International Order of
Alhambra, 4200 Leeds Ave, Baltimore, MD 21229 or e-mail to denise@
orderofalhambra.org. This is necessary because we have no way of knowing
whether or not a widow has moved or passed away and will result in a
savings to the Order. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the officers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. May/June
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
5. Volume 56, No. 3
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Padul 69 Sir Nobles and our Sultanas preparing dinner for the Special Olympics and Monthly Citizens Loving All Special Persons (CLASP) Dance. This
dance is held each month for the Developmentally Handicapped people in our area. These Special People get a chance to gather and dance and just hangout like other people in society. We provide the refreshments for them.

Resting after preparing the meal and setting up
to serve - Dora McConnaghy, Mary Moberg, and
Noreen Kresinske

The Caravan Preparing The Meal - L to R
Clockwise - Mel Leketa, Ann Gilbert, Jean
Shackelford, Amy Avila, MOW Mark Migliaccio,
PGCPaul Siebeking, Lisa Gregovich, PGC Rick
Gregovich, and Art Avila

Making sure the cake is cut correctly Grand Sultana Peggy Mathei

Caravan Officers talking with one of the Attendees
- L to R Clockwise - PGC Rick Gregovich, PGC
Frank Speeney, GC Jerry Mathei, Special Person
Chucky Bryant (Son of PGC Daryle Bryant), PGC
Bob Leketa and Historiographer Bob Wood

Resting before Serving the Meal - L to R Front
Row - Dot Speeney, Marie Siebeking, and Grand
Sultana Peggy Mathei. Back Row Mel Leketa,
Linda Esposito, and COB Richard Berger

Deadlines for the next five issues are
Issue Date
July/August
September/October
November/December
January/February
March/April

Deadline Date
June 20
August 20
October 20
December 20
February 20

Press Date
July 1
September 1
November 1
January 1
March 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let you
know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed
to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26 Buffalo NY
The Caravan is making
plans for their Annual
Mass for their deceased
Sir Nobles and Sultanas on
May 15th. Father Michael
Uebler, Pastor of St. Francis
Parish will celebrate this
Mass. The attendees will
gather following Mass at
Twin City K of C Council
for a social gathering and
light repast.
Padul #69 Norfolk VA

We are in recruitment mode
and have 10 prospective
members for our caravan.
We also have 2 members
ready for the Summer Run
in San Antonio, TX

attend.
The Caravan will be holding
their Memorial Mass on Jun
10 at Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine in Euclid OH at 9:30
am with breakfast to follow.

We are also in the planning
stage for our possible The Caravan will be holding
“Summer Family Fun Church Collections at Holy
Picnic”.
Redeemer May 19-20 and
St. Mary Holmes Jul 28-29.
El Cid #106 also donated Contact SN Jim Mandelik
three 96 qt. ice chests and of you can help.
three 5 gal water cooler jugs
to the Rio Grande City High Algarva #168 Grand Bend
School/Grulla High School ON
Special Education program
for their next participation The Caravan will be holding
in the Tri-County area the 10th Annual Fun Day
Special Olympic Games.
on Jun 20 at Legacy Centre,
Thedford, ON.
See page 12 for a picture
of our project for a The Caravan will be
handicapped access ramp holding their 20th Annual
for a family at Alto Bonito, Golf Tournament on Jul 14
TX
at Sandhills Golf Resort.

The Caravan will be holding
their Memorial Mass on
May 6th at 8:30 am at
Christ The King Church.
They will then proceed to
the Alhambra Monument
at St. Mary’s Cemetery
for a small ceremony. The
names of those members
who passed away during
the year will be unveiled
on the monument. They Jaen #131 Butler PA
will then have breakfast at
O’Sullivan’s Wharf.
The Caravan is making
plans for their Church
The Caravan is making Collections for the year.
plans for the Annual Ocean
City Mini Convention and Mahdi # 142 Willoughby
Corvette Show in October. OH
See elsewhere in this
journal for information.
The Caravan will be hosting
the Region V meeting on
El Cid #106 Rio Grande May 9th at Our Lady of
City TX
Mt. Carmel. Contact GC
Martin Ryan if you plan to

The Caravan is participating
in the Portuguese Festa
in the Point Loma section
of San Diego on May 27.
Red jacket, black tie, black
trousers and Fez will be
worn. Members of Ben
Ziri will carry the Infant of
Prague in the parade.
The Caravan will be
participating
in
the
Independence Day Parade
in Oceanside on Jun 30.
Contact VGC Rich Miro
for more details.
Sancho #261 Warren MI
The Caravan welcomed
4 new members at the
Annual Galicia Caravan
Ceremonial on April 29th.
They thought the new
program was outstanding,
bringing it into the 21st
Century.

The Caravan will be
holding their Fun in the Sun
Weekend on Aug 10-12.
Further details will follow
in a future issue.

The Caravan presented
a Scholarship to Megan
Ann Hella of Troy MI on
March 31st. She is a 4th
year student at Central
Michigan University with
Ben Ziri #218 Oceanside a major of Elementary
CA
Special Education focusing
on Cognitive Impairments.
The Caravan is holding a
Garage Sale on May 19 The Caravan was very
to help fund their general active in the Shrine Circus.
fund.
See elsewhere in this issue
for pictures of this event.
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WAMBA CARAVAN #89 ANNUAL HOOLEY PLUNGE
The Plunge is a chance for the whole caravan to rally together, socialize, & do what Wamba does best. They put on great events,
bring the community together, and serve their fellow man by helping those that can not help themselves. For Wamba Caravan
#89,that helping of others can involve cooking a bunch of sausage or jumping into an ice cold lake.

Community members heading for the frigid water to take a
PLUNGE

Hooley Plungers having fun in the water

Plungers still having fun in the water. In the togas are VGC Rich
Biancone (l) and GS Amel Morris (r)

Wamba Caravan #89 Chaplain viewing the plungers
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
In late March of this year Region 1 lost two of it’s favorite Alhambrans. PSC Sam
Spatafore and his Sultana Rose, five days after him. Both of them had served in
WW II and that’s were they met over 66 years ago. In 2002 PSC Sam Spatafore,
PGV Joe Divico and PSC Angelo Miele were given the name the three amigos at
the Pope John Paul II cultural center by PSC Ed Fiorella and myself. Angelo Miele
is the remaining amigo. The wake and funeral was attended by members of Region
one and the K of C...Please remember Sam and Rose in your prayers.
Region VI hosts a fund raiser for St. Francis Camp on the Lake
Held at 17th Street Bar & Grill

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Alhamar Caravan # 4 Incorporated Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Grand Commander
Alhamar held their Immediate Past Grand Commander Dinner honoring Raymond
Metzo Jr. following the regular meeting April 11, 2012. He was presented a
plaque for his dedicated service as Grand Commander and his dedication being
the chairman of the annual festival for the past 6 years. Mr. Metzo is the Vice
Grand Commander of the Caravan and is chairman of this years Festival that
usually is the responsibility of the Vice Grand Commander. The annual Festival
will be held August 11, 2012 where over 100 developmentally disabled and
their staff will be served by the Caravan Sir Nobles, Sultana’s and friends. Fr.
McGahagan, Chaplain of Alhamar Caravan, is helping increase membership
by putting membership literature in his Churches and will be talking to his
parishioners and friends .
Cordova Caravan # 26 Incorporated Buffalo, NY
Dr. William M. Smith Grand Commander
Grand Commander Dr. Smith is asking Sir Nobles and Sultana’s to bring friends
to their events hoping they will enjoy themselves enough to join our fine Order.
GC Dr. Smith is asking for prayers for his brother Phil Smith who underwent
cancer surgery on March 6, 2012. On June 13 Cordova will hold its 43rd Annual
Picnic where around 400 Special Kids will attend. The event takes place at the
Cantalician Center School grounds 1360 Eggert Road, Amherst, New York. If
you would like to help out monetarily please make a check payable to “Cordova
Caravan Corporation” and mail the check to Charles T. Esposito PGC, 625 East
Park Drive, Tonawanda, New York 14150

Left to right Camp President PGC Russ Kreinbring, SS Ed
Smith, Owner of 17th Street Bar & Grill, SD Richard Sosin, SN
Russ Smith presenting a certificate to the owner

Aurora Caravan #55 Clifton, NJ
Frank Coccaro Grand Commander
Grand Commander Coccaro reported their annual breakfast and lunch for the
Special Kids will take place at Camp Hope West Milford June 15, 2012 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Sir Nobles and Sultana’s have over 100 developmentally
disabled attend and a great time is had by all.
Jaen Caravan #131 Butler, PA
Timothy J. Cammisa Grand Commander
Grand Commander Cammisa is scheduling Church canister collections and said
there will be less Churches to solicit from because of consolidations. This year
Tim said membership literature will be available to hand out along with canister
collections and hopefully we get new names the same day.
Pat Umbra, SD, says the membership committee chair or committee member
needs to continue going to Knights of Columbus degrees and make sure you get
new members in the Order of Alhambra. It would be so nice if you got a Knight
and his wife to join the Order, give it a try. New membership applications can
be printed from the Alhambra website @ www.orderalhambra.org/home.html. If
you need the password e-mail me at mbra4326@msn.com.

SN Russ Smith announcing 1 of 2 50/50 drawings that resulted
in the winners receiving over $1,000

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.
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Regional News

Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

With the winter blues behind us and having enjoyed a glorious Easter it is time
for all of us to stretch our legs and enjoy this beautiful spring. It’s this time of
year where many of our caravans in Region III involve themselves with many
of the Special Olympic events. I believe “the busier you are the better you
get!”
Alcala #16 - These Alhambra gentlemen are keeping it together with their
caravan meetings and outings.
Padul #69
March 17 - Caravan participated in the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. It
was a beautiful day and the members walked with their Special Olympic swim
team the “Nemos”. Following the parade the caravan treated the swim team
to lunch at the Pizza Chef.
April 21 – Padul Caravan attended and provided food for the monthly CLASP
dance. CLASP is an acronym for “Citizens Loving All Special People”.
May 6 – The caravan will have their annual Memorial Mass. The Mass will
be celebrated at Christ the King Church followed by a trip to the cemetery for
a ceremony at the Alhambra monument. After the ceremony the caravan will
enjoy breakfast at O’Sullivan’s Warf.

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

“When good people do good works for the right reasons, they usually
get good results.” I believe we have all heard that expression at some
time or another in the past BUT the success that is found from those
good works are normally found in God’s time and not ours. This
is the case of a new project being undertaken by Oran Caravan in
Mississippi. Oran, along with a group called Brandi’s Hope; the
Mississippi Department of Mental Health and -oh yes- the International
Order of Alhambra Charity Fund, have undertaken one of these good
works. In the last edition of the Alhambran, my friend Tom Wall, the
Supreme Director of Region 1 addressed the fact that as Catholics
we must stand up and fight against Abortion. Now it is our turn in
Mississippi to fight. Not the fight against Abortion this time, this time
it’s a fight against the government system of warehousing our Special
Needs citizens. This fight is being done by putting up an Alhambra
House without Government Assistance. For over eight years members
of Oran Caravan have been trying to make this home happen and have
been blocked one way or another. Now all of a sudden they have found
partners in a private group called Brandi’s Hope. This is an organization
that manages, cares for and advocates for our Special People that are
Intellectually and Developmentally Disadvantaged. The time is right
and God is with both of these organizations by having them both team
up with and work with the Mississippi Department of Mental Health to
establish the first Alhambra House in Mississippi! A step to help break
this warehousing of our Special Needs people.

Best wishes to Peg Mathei who is recovering from eye surgery.
Wamba #89
March 3 - The Hooley Plunge
It was a brisk and beautiful Saturday when Wamba Caravan put on its annual
Hooley Plunge. Over 800 brave and extremely spirited people braved the
frigid water of Lake Habeeb at Rocky Gap State Park. These participants who
took the plunge raised money from pledges for their efforts. These pledges go
to fund the Allegany County Special Olympics and many of the other groups
and centers that improve the quality of life for the intellectually disabled. This
caravan activity is chaired by SN Sean McCagh, PGC Jim Stafford, PGC Brad
Stafford and Sultana Kathy Stafford along with a multitude of Sir Nobles and
Sultanas. See page for pictures of this event.

While Mississippi is working on building a new home, members of
Darro Caravan in Louisiana have been getting down in the trenches
in a different way. They have put on what they hope to be is their first
annual Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance for God’s Special People.
This first annual event brought out approximately 200 people. The food
and music sure brought smiles and laughter to the hearts and mouths of
these Special People.
Down in Florida, Diego Caravan is moving to help one of the group
homes build a gazebo outside for all of their Special Needs people.
This is being done with the help of our Alhambra Charity Fund and the
people power of Diego. They also held an Irish Concert to help raise
funds for several of their other projects.
(Continued on Page 16)

(Continued on Page 16)
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Regional News

Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
Carmona Caravan #75

PRD reminded everyone that Caravan Poker Tournament is scheduled for Friday,
April 20, 2012; it’s not too early to get your table reserved and get a team together,
also bring your money.
Founder’s Day Mass and Dinner had about 50 Sir Nobles and Sultanas in
attendance held at St. John’s Cathedral and 46 of them met at Sterle’s after Mass
for some fine food and drink and camaraderie. This was double the attendance
last year. Thank you all who attended and an extra special tip of the Fez to Bishop
Roger for celebrating the Mass and his continued support for our organization.
Do you remember the drawings that National sponsors annually to help the
General Fund? Well it’s that time again. This year’s drawing is July 18th. Tickets
are $25.00 each and 1,000 tickets will be sold. The prizes are 1st - $2,000/2nd
- $1,000/3rd - $500.00/4th - $200.00/5th - $100.00. For anyone who buys their
ticket early there will be an early bird drawing May 18th for $250.00 and the
seller’s price of $100.00. You can split the cost with a friend.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Richard A. Sosin
19739 Ingram St.
Livonia, MI 48152-1566
(H) 248-471-2389 (C) 734-765-2100
regionvi@ymail.com

First I would like wish everyone a belated Easter.
I would like to let you know March and April have been busy months beginning
with the Region taking 2700 clients to the Shrine Circus. The Shrine opened the
Circus one day early for us. The clients enjoyed the circus and the light lunch we
fed them and after, thanks to Grand Commander Gary Decarlo, a catered lunch for
us and the shrine, which everyone enjoyed.
April 29th we held our ceremonial with about 20 candidates going thru. Following
we had mass and a dinner with our honoree Msgr. Bass. Our Supreme Scribe Ed
Smith was in attendance.
Michigan also has a P.G.C. luncheon for all members who have been Past Grand
Commander. It occurs on the 5th Monday of the month and it is a good time to see
old friends and rekindle the same.
More Shrine Circus Pictures

We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day in style, with the Corned Beef Party tray provided
by PRD Neil O’Corrigan, as usual there wasn’t much left at the end of the night.
This month we will be enjoying stuffed cabbage, mashed potatoes, salad and rolls.
PGC Vince DiCaprio did an awesome job with this new fund raiser, “March
Madness Squares”, thanks to some hard working Sir Nobles; we sold two boards
which netted our Caravan almost $1,900. With over $2,000.00 awarded in prizes.
A special thanks to those who worked hard to sell multiple squares to their friends
and associates.
This loose change month, please drop in a quarter or two and bring your filled
bank with you to the April meeting.
Our annual chili cook off has been delayed until the June meeting, so put on your
Chef ’s hat and conjure up a chili to win this year bragging rights.

Shriners and Alhambrans open the circus

Mahdi Caravan # 142
Easter is the time for resurrection. Time for us to resurrect our commitment to
our caravan. Church collections are starting in May and VGC Jim Mandelik can
use your help.
Also in May, we are the host for the Region V meeting. Let’s show support on that
day by having as many Sir Nobles in attendance as possible.
The annual awards dinner to present funding to our charities is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 11th.
The memorial Mass for the deceased members of Mahdi Caravan is scheduled
for Sunday, June 10th, at Our Lady of Louders Shrine in Euclid, Oh. The mass
will be held in the grotto (weather permitting) at 9:30am with breakfast to follow.
This is the one event during the year that we ask all members, both Sir Nobles and
Sultanas to attend.
(Continued on Page 16)

PSC O’Halloran enjoying the
circus with some of the clients
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net
Sir Nobles, we are at the beginning of May, 2012, and we have 32 new
applications for membership in our Region VII Caravans. The following
caravans have recruited new members--Alva 91 has 7 applications, Bejar 56
has 12, Baza 78 has 1, El Cid 106 has 10, and Guadalupe 234 has 2. Great
Work, Sir Nobles. There is still time to meet our Goal of 40. May I suggest-the next mass you attend-- remember to ask a Catholic gentleman to join
our order. The only way to slow down the increase of per capita is to recruit.
Let’s show the order that Texas cares about God’s Special Children. Now
on another note--- Region VII Caravans, start making plans to attend the
Ceremonial Run July 28 and 29. Lodging for the Run is at Howard Johnson,
6901 IH 10 West, San Antonio, Texas 78213. Phone: 210.738.1100. And
do not forget to bring your Tax Exemption Form. If you have any questions
concerning lodging, don’t hesitate to call me. I’ll do everything I can to help
you.
Our Texas Caravans will be and have been involved in the following activities:
Alva #91, Brownsville, Texas
Alva #91 assisted the Brownsville Independent School District with their
Special Olympics during the latter part of March. There were approximately
15 schools with nearly 350 of God’s Special Children participating in this
event. Both the Children and the Caravan Members had a great time. Plans
are now being formulated for the Alhambran Communion Sunday during
the month of May.
Baza #78, Corpus Christi, Texas
Baza Caravan attended Palm Sunday Mass and had an Easter Egg Hunt
Celebration and Party for God’s Special Children. The Caravan will have
their annual Fish Fry and Silent Auction on May 19, 2012.
Bejar #56, San Antonio, Texas
Annual Zoo Trip, May 2, 2012. Over 600 of God’s Special Children will
attend.
St. Anthony de Padua Day Celebration on June 13, 2012. A wreath will
be laid at the statue with Proclamations presented by Mayor Julian Castro,
County Judge Nelson Wolfe and Governor of the State of Texas Rick Perry.
Holy Mass will follow at San Fernando Cathedral followed by dinner.
Annual Skeet Shoot and Bar-B-Q and $10,000 Raffle will take place May
18, 2012 at the San Antonio Gun Club.
(Continued on Page 22)
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Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
PO Box 1010
Idyllwild, CA 92549-1010
(H) 303-319-6550
cbraun18@gmail.com
No report

EL CID CARAVAN #106 SHOWING THEIR
PROJECT OF BUILDING A HANDICAPPED RAMP
FOR ONE OF THEIR CLIENTS

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Jean-Maurice Brosseau
1585 Rue Kirouac
Laval, QC H7G 4T4 Canada
(O) 514-384-4545 (H) 450-668-3508

bross@videotron.ca
As I am writing this comment, Toloza Caravan # 81 and Ramiro Caravan
# 241 are preparing their Annual Spaghetti Supper.
For both Caravans, it is their principal means of financing their activities.
I am sure success will be at the rendez-vous once again this year.
(French Version)

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Jim DeZorzi
8438 Defore Dr RR2
Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
regionx@execulink.com
The Caravans in Region X have been doing their usual things to assist
God’s Special People but, unfortunately, they haven’t been telling their
Supreme Director about what they have been doing.
I feel badly that, since I am a member of Algarva Caravan #168, that I am
reporting what they do more than others. So this issue I will refrain from
doing that.

Au moment d’écrire ces lignes, les Caravanes Toloza # 81 et Ramiro #
241 sont à préparer leur Souper Spaghetti Annuel.

As Region X has a website that I update monthly I encourage all
Alhambrans to take a look at it and let me know how it can be improved.
The address is www.regionx.org.

Pour les Caravanes, c’est le principal moyen de financement de leurs
activités respectives.

Hopefully in the next issue I will have more to share with you all.

Je suis certain que le succès sera encore une fois au rendez-vous.
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Caravans
Wamba Caravan #89 52nd Annual Alhambra Catholic Invitational Tournament

Tournament Champions

Paul VI Team Members with SD Mike Stakem and
Tournament Chairman Joe Carter

Alhambra Members attending the ACIT Mass

ED Roger Reid and SD Mike
Stakem presenting winner trophy

Region IX Installs a Memorial Plaque at L’Accueil Bonneau with SC Andre Beauchamp and SCh Gilles Benard
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in Action

More Pictures from Region VI Shrine Circus

13th Annual Mark Thomas Bowling Fundraiser
St Francis Camp New
Building

Knights Hall Before

Knights Hall After

The Alhambran 15

Region III (Continued from Page 10)
Wamba #89 (Continued)
March 14,15,16,17 - The 52nd Annual Alhambra Catholic Invitational Tournament
Under the leadership of the Executive Director Joe Carter, the ACIT celebrated
52 years of wonderful high school basketball. This year’s festivities began with
the Welcoming Dinner on Wednesday with opening remarks by Supreme Director
Michael Stakem, Grand Commander Charles Bielanski and Chairman Joe Carter
along with a player representing each participating team.
The high school teams competing for the coveted “Joseph E. Divico” championship
trophy were St. Benedict’s Prep from Newark, N.J., The John Carroll School from
Bel Air, MD., Gonzaga College High School from Washington, DC., Mt. St. Joseph
High School from Baltimore, MD., Benedictine College Prep from Richmond,
VA., Paul VI High School from Fairfax, VA, DeMatha Catholic High School from
Hyattsville, MD., and Bishop Walsh High School from Cumberland, MD.

Region IV (Continued from Page 10)
While back across our region back in Louisiana, members of Cortez
Caravan continued to make their mark within their area by helping host
several dinners and parties for more of our Special Needs people. Cortez
has a unique advantage over other caravans in that they work so closely
with the local Knights of Columbus. This arrangement allows them to use
the KC facility several times a month without having to “break the bank”
with rent.
When several groups begin working together such as Oran and Brandi’s
Hope, or Cortez and the Knights of Columbus lots of good things come
about. Maybe part of what happens is that WE begin to operate and
recognize that maybe for just a little while God’s time and ours are the
same.

Region V (Continued from Page 11)

On Thursday and Friday the first semi-final round of the tournament was played.
Saturday began with the Coaches Brunch followed by the Tournament Mass at the
Church of St. Patrick. On Saturday evening the ACIT championship was won by
DeMatha High School. Following the games a post-tournament reception was
held.

Remember when we were young? Friday was either tuna noodle casserole or
noodles with butter. We survived and I feel better living through those times.
Family seemed first and people talked face to face, so you knew the people you
could count on. Are you one of those we can count on to be a bigger part of the
Caravan?

A multitude of dedicated Sir Nobles and Sultanas make this tournament happen
with all of them knowing their efforts go to support the intellectually challenged
and their teachers.

Every year the international sponsors a drawing to help with the General Fund.
This year the drawing will be held on July 18th. The tickets are $25.00 each and
only a thousand tickets were printed and will be sold. There will be five winners
– First place - $2,000.00; second place – $1,000.00; third place - $500.00; fourth
place - $200.00; fifth place - $100.00. If you purchase a ticket before May 18th
you are eligible to win $250.00 and the seller can win $100.00. Please see Martin
Ryan if you would like to purchase a ticket.

See Page for pictures of this event.
April 14 – Memorial Mass held at the Shrine of SS Peter and Paul followed by a
social at the Alcazar.

Al Jana Caravan #159
April 28 – Lucky 200 Drawing at SS Peter and Paul’s parish hall.
May 5 – Allegany County Special Olympics and caravan meeting at the Alcazar.
June 8,9, 10 – Heritage Days
Porto #104
following:

- According to “Leo the large”, Porto has been involved with the

Porto sent out a survey to local groups and centers serving the needs of the
intellectually disabled to see where the necessity for special needs housing lies.
This will help to determine the establishment of an Alhambra House.
Porto is working with people of the diocese to see if there is an employment
opportunity for the intellectually disabled. The caravan is looking into the
possibility of building a Hydroponic greenhouse that would provide jobs for the
intellectually disabled with profits going to support housing projects.
May 4 – Porto Derby
Jerez #183 April 15 – A meeting was held at the Bella Napoli Restaurant.
October 27 – This date has been reserved for the Duck, NC vacation.
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I hope everyone had a Happy Easter.
Dues are due NOW., please pay promptly.
Region V Council meeting will be hosted by Mahdi Caravan May 4th at our Lady
of Mount Carmel, 6:30pm. Cost is $15.00
General fund raffle tickets are available for $25.00 each, see me if you need more.
Our annual Canister Dinner will be in May, additional information will be forth
coming.
Region “V” meeting comments taken from minutes dated March 14th
Region V meeting was held March 14th and hosted by Al Jana Caravan 159.
Caravans present: Carmona Caravan #75; Mahdi Caravan #142; Abba Koval
Caravan #125; Al Jana #159 a lot of information and accomplishments are passed
out at these meetings and lets the members know what each other are doing.
Region V secretary PGC Jim Sterley recently spoke with Roger Reid and found
out the office in Baltimore was being renovated and in need of a new roof so if
you have some extra cash, please donate.
In the Presidents report he lets everyone know the accomplishments of the
Alhambrans since their last meeting and lets them know what is forthcoming and
what each Caravan is doing to raise money for the developmentally disabled, i.e.,
Poker tournament , bowling league for these very special folks; not to mention
the Founder’s Day Mass and the Journey to Bethlehem. The president stated even
though we might not meet very often, it is nice to see the accomplishments of all
the Caravans. “Keep up the good work guys”.

Necrology

St. Francis Camp
www.saintfranciscamp.org
Submitted by President Russ Kreinbring

MUSA CARAVAN #25

BAZA CARAVAN #78

EDWARD T. BLODGETT

JOSEPH V. McCULLOUGH

CORDOVA CARAVAN #26

LUGO CARAVAN #113

Greetings and Al Salaam!

JOHN R. HARZYNSKI

SAM S. SPATAFORE

AN UPDATE ON KNIGHTS HALL (formerly Cedar Hall)

BEJAR CARAVAN #56

ALCAZABA CARAVAN #162

ROLAND EISENHAUER

DR. ANDREW BOYKO

PADUL CARAVAN #69

MANRESA CARAVAN #217

PETER G. DECKER, JR

DR. JOHN M. MILLER

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

Along with the Alhambra Lodge we now have a new building called
Knights Hall (the old Cedar Lodge). When Cedar Lodge was
torn down, we discovered a lot of unnoticed problems such as the
plumbing and the slab the old building was on was cracked.
After ripping up the slab, replacing all of the plumbing, and replacing
the slab, Knights Hall is up and as of April 20th, ¾ quarters of the
siding is up, windows are in and doors are on. They were working
on the heating and cooling when we were there on April 20th.
According to our contractor, Jerry Roux, we are on schedule. For
our Open House and Dedication, we will be honored to have Bishop
Reiss, member of Galicia #77, to do the dedication and blessing.
The Open House and Dedication is planned for Saturday, June 16,
2012. The dedication ceremony will start at 11:00 am with Open
House to follow.
We are still in need of CAMPERS and SPONSORS for campers.
Any Alhambra Member/Caravan can help in this endeavor. If you
know of a developmentally disabled child or adult, guide them to St.
Francis Camp. The application and directions can be found on our
website www.saintfranciscamp.org.
If you have any questions about fundraising and camper recruitment,
please contact SN Russ Smith at 248-217-1740 or his e-mail
thelimoguy@hotmail.com.
See Page 15 for Before and After Pictures of Knights Hall.

Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the
next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address
to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org
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From the Supreme Chamberlain Giles Benard
Giles can be reached by e-mail
g.benard1@videotron.ca

DOLLARS AND CENTS
FINALLY A RAY OF SUNSHINE
In the previous edition I was telling you that something had to be done in order to help the General Fund continue its operations in an orderly manner.
Well the something required has happened. At the last meeting the Executive Committee voted for the sale of the building to the Charity fund for
$250,000. This amount is based on a report prepared by a professional appraiser.
The following information helped in the decision taking.
							GENERAL FUND
PROS												CONS
Gives 250K of cash. This will give the General Fund			
Loss of yearly income of 15K
the capacity to reimburse a debt in the amount
of 77K to the Charity Fund.						
After 11½ years we will have to raise the
										Per Capita if we don’t sublease space.		
Leaves 173K to pay rent for 11½ years, assuming a
rent of 15K per year.
Could use part of the proceeds to do repairs to the
building in order to sublease unused space. Based on
the actual rental rates we may not incur any net rental
costs.
						
							CHARITY FUND
PROS												CONS
						
Investing in real estate will bring diversification				
Acquires an asset that may not be in
to the portfolio of investments. We are presently				
accordance with the building code.		
100% invested in financial securities.						
Investment will bring a yearly income of 15K.
Based on a purchased price of 250K this is a 6% rate
of return much better than the 4% earned last year
with financial investments.
The value of the building will improve with time thus
increasing the rate of return.
						
As you can see it’s a win win situation. I expect the transaction to be finalized before the end of our fiscal year end of June 30th. The sale of the
building will produce a capital gain of $218,176, as in the books we show only a value of $31,176. This capital gain is non taxable and will reverse
the trend of losses that we have encountered in the past. Without this capital gain we would have ended up the year with negative retained earnings
which translate into a situation of being technically bankrupt.
(Continued on Page 19)
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DOLLARS AND CENTS
(Continued from Page 18)

The sale of the building is a step in the right direction but there is still a lot to be done. The next step is the rental of the space available at The Head
Office. We already know that we can get rent that will be almost the same amount that we will pay the Charity fund. A meeting will soon take place
with a real estate agent to determine what modifications are required to be able to get tenants.
In the meantime some important work has been done concerning the Per Capita of next year. I have taken the approach of the zero base budgeting
to see what could be done to avoid any increase of the Per Capita. This technique was very popular in the 1980’. It consists in forgetting what you
know about your company or organization and think that you are starting the same but from scratch. When doing this exercise it was found that we
have a problem with one area which impacts the Per Capita. The Executive Committee is now aware of the situation.
I know that downsizing is certainly not easy to deal with because it hurts. When you have done things the same way for many years it is difficult
to adjust to changes especially when you were successful before. A perfect example is Nortel. When clouds started to show, Directors ignored the
warnings. They were thinking that it was temporary and time would bring good news. We all know that it was not a happy ending.
I don’t want the same to happen to us. I’m trying to be realist. Some of my projections are seeing a level of only 2,000 members not too far from
now. Does it bother me? Not at all because I believe that if we can adjust our expenses to the level of income we will be a successful organization
and survival will no longer be a key issue.

From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
esmith5@twmi.rr.com

Executive Committee Meeting

St. Hubert Parish Center
38775 Prentiss
Harrison Township, MI 48045-2652
FEBRUARY 25TH 2012, - 9:00AM
1. OPENING PRAYER - SUPREME CHAPLAIN, MSGR. BASS
2. ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS –SUPREME SCRIBE, EDWARD SMITH
Andre Beauchamp - Supreme Commander (present)
Vince Braun - Vice Supreme Commander (present)
Gilles Benard - Supreme Chamberlain (present)
Edward Smith - Supreme Scribe (present)
William Cubbedge - Supreme Advocate (present)
Roger J. Reid - Executive Director (present)
Rev. Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass– Supreme Chaplain (present)
Mike Carpenter – International Editor
Guests:
PSC Jim O’Halloran
PGC Bill Marchiori
PVSC Jerry Roux
SN Russ Smith
PGC Russ Kreinbring
GC Gary DeCarlo
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Ocean City, October 15th, 2011
Teleconference - December 17th, 2011
Motion to accept - Vince Braun, 2nd Gilles Benard
(Continued on Page 20)
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From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
(Continued from Page 19)

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Web Site - SC André Beauchamp
André asked Eric Griffin (Alhambra web master) that certain documents be put on the web site i.e.; Membership awards program, The Match grant program,
scholarship application, Alhambra House request application. Also, have an option pick to opt out of mailing the Alhambran Magazine.
Gilles Benard; had concerns that the membership would not just go to the web site and that an e-mail database be created to notify members when the online
magazine is available.
Mike Carpenter: that is the plan working with Eric Griffin
Membership Database System (software) - SS Ed Smith
We have reviewed the current program. I have a person to the write a new windows program to be accessed over the internet with the server being at the
home office. The goal is to get the new program written to where it is at today and then expand. Each caravan will have access to their caravan info only.
Will coordinate with Roger and Denise for addition i.e.; fundraisers, Donations and Peachtree accounting. Completion date July.
Alhambra House Rules and Procedure – S Ch Gilles Benard
SCh Gilles presented the rules and procedures for Alhambra House
Msgr Bass - Point of order, this should be under charity corp.
Canadian and US Trademark Registrations – S A William Cubbedge
The process is straight forward for re-registering the trademark. Canada is due this summer and will re-register. US is not due for a couple of years
2013 Convention Nashville TN 6/28/2013 – 7/3/13 – SS Ed Smith
A contract has been worked out and signed with Radisson Hotel of Opryland
Tentative schedule
6/29 Council of Viziers meeting
6/30 Opening Mass
7/1 -7/2 Supreme Divan meeting
7/3 Council of Viziers meeting
Need to set convention costs
Fundraising program - SC André Beauchamp
In the past the Executive committee has approved to hire a person to work on fundraising for the order. We need to start the process on whom and what
program to use. S. A. William Cubbedge volunteered to start the program and run it. With discussion Cubbedge will set up work procedure and scope.
SS Ed Smith- Point of order, shouldn’t this be under charity corp. SC Beauchamp- yes, will move to charity corp.
5. FINANCIAL REPORT – S Ch Gilles Benard
SUMMARY OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES
Report present by S Ch Gilles Benard
Discussion about caravan that have not paid their per capita motion. SC Andre Beauchamp to follow up with a personal phone call to these caravans.
6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT Ex Dir Roger J. Reid
Scholarships awarded since July 2011 Alhambra Convention
33 awarded , expense $33,000
Operation Cover-up
Expense $400.00 paid to Bill and Betty Nichols for program
Repair to home office
99% complete
Still pursuing insurance claim, a meeting is set for March 13th with the Insurance Company.
SA Will Cubbedge asked what the issue with the claim is and would legal action be needed. ED Roger Reid said that because of an advisement by the
insurance company years ago on a claim that the roof be replaced and the committee at that time chose not to and do not know if legal action is require at
this time.
(Continued on Page 21)
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From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
(Continued from Page 20)

Alhambra Directory
Is under review and is ready to be sent out
Women in the Order
22
Membership Statistics
There are 59 active caravans
Musa Caravan #25 will disband on December 31st
There are 2,484 members
Included in the 2,484 members are 510 Life Members, 120 Clergy members and 85 At-Large members and 22 woman members
Discussion on removing Bishops from the Alhambran Magazine. Leave as is for now.
2012 Council of Viziers meeting
To be held at the Westin Hotel New Orleans July 12-13-14
7. BUILDING REPAIR SC André Beauchamp
As stated building repairs are almost complete but money is coming in slow.
SS Smith stated that we did a terrible job on publishing request for donation on this program. Nothing in the magazine outside of André’s letter we need to do a better job
Mike Carpenter will make sure we do a better job
HOME OFFICE Appraisal
Appraisal of property from a leading appraisal company at $240,000
Rental prices from another firm puts it at $5 -7 sq. ft. triple net - $9,000-$13,000per year
S Ch Gilles Benard suggest on selling the building to Alhambra Charity. If we need to sell the build why not sell to our own group we would just flip an access and
everything would stay the same. But the Order could use the cash. This does not solve the problem but buys a lot of time. Vince Braun voiced his support. Ed Smith stated
that the rent we receive from the charity now swings and becomes a debt and not an income a swing of about $30,000. Need to look at splitting the building.
Msgr Bass – please let the minutes reflect that there is general support from the committee on this issue
SC André Beauchamp asked for support of the sale of the building.
Ed Smith request to table request until we have all of the data in paper and how it is going to play out – All in favor
Annual election of grand divan report
Less than 5 caravans have not reported at this time
General Raffle
Mailed out but do not know how we are doing will give report at end of quarter – Reid
8. NEW BUSINESS
Convention Corp.
Convention corp. was set up for convention business, do we need to continue this corporation? It was determined that it does provide a certain amount of protection and
there is really no cost to operate and will continue to operate
Revised Region VI Ceremonial – James O’Halloran
PSC James O’Halloran informed (and submitted a rough draft) the committee that he has taken the three known Ceremonials, used throughout the country and combined
them into one. With the addition of women in the order the ceremonial needed to be revised to be more conducive to the changes of the order and Galicia Caravan planned
on using it.
Exec. Dir. Roger Reid warned that only the Council of Vizier can only approve a Ceremonial procedure change.
Alhambra Magazine
It was discussed that we have removed the Bishops, What are we going to do about the widows? We do not know if a widows address is correct or if they have passed
away. International Editor Mike Carpenter will include a request for a response if they want to continue to have the mag. If no responses they will be remove from the
mailing list.
9. CLOSING PRAYER – SUPREME CHAPLAIN, MSGR. BASS
Closing of meeting 11:45
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Region VII (Continued from Page 12)
Bejar 56 will be hosting a ceremonial, “The Run,” on July 28th and 29th at St. Gregory the Great. Mass and Ceremonial Banquet Saturday 28th of July and
the Run on the 29th. All Caravans are invited to attend. G.C. Bob Herrera, 210.573.7508 or rah_50 @hotmail.com.
El Cid #106, Rio Grande City, Texas
The caravan is in recruitment mode and has 10 applications for membership. El Cid is in the planning stages for their “Summer Family Fun Picnic.” The
Caravan has donated three 96 qt. ice chests and three 5 gal. water cooler jugs to the Rio Grande City High School/Grulla High School Special Education
Program. The Special Education Program at these schools will be participating in the Tri-County Area Special Olympics Games.
Guadalupe #234, El Paso, Texas
The Caravan had a very successful turnout for the Special Olympic Games. Guadalupe 234 provided hot dogs, water and soft drinks for God’s Special
Children. Guadalupe 234 is making plans for their 29th Anniversary Dinner and Fun Social on May 12, 2012. Did you know the Caravan was chartered
May 12, 1983?

PICTURES OF NEW MEMBERS OF DIEGO CARAVAN
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GUARDIAN PROGRAM FOR ADULTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Today there are many adults with Developmental Disabilities who need Community based services, including supportive housing. They may be
in some type of independent adult care program under the care of the local Community Mental Health Agency. They may be people who do not
have family or other relations to be responsible for their care. They receive Social Security benefits and many times there is a non-profit or for
profit organization who will handle their money for a fee. Some of these agencies are very good at follow up and others are not. This is where
a personal Guardian may be needed. The Guardian helps the individual make decisions to the extent he/she is able concerning medical care,
finances, social activities and living arrangements. The goal is ensure the person is treated with dignity and respect and the person’s choices
are honored whenever possible. Partial Guardianship is preferred over Full. There are many supportive alternatives to Guardianship such as,
Payee for Social Security, Trusts, Power of Attorney, Designated Patient Advocate, and others less controlling relationships. There is a strong
movement in the Professional Community to advocate for more independence and choices for the individual. (This may be the topic for a later
article.)
In Manresa Caravan one of our members and his Sultana have become personal guardians for 2 adult men. John and Audrey Engerson are doing
a great job in assisting Don Claflin and Robert Hammac in meeting their daily needs. Audrey and John were interviewed for this article.
How did you find out about their problem? We are active in an area support group that provides activities for about 150 Special People in
our area. We kept seeing these two men at activities like bowling and dances, etc. We noticed they never had money for coffee and their clothes
looked like hand-me-downs. When we went to their home their kitchen stuff was old and worn out. Their beds were a mess; they had an old TV
and it was obvious they didn’t have much personal follow up.
What did you do? Audrey was a friend of one of the men because she knew his mother. She had passed away but the 2 men were still living in
her apartment, which was not in a good neighborhood. Audrey contacted a friend of hers, Maria Lawless, who was a Guardian and asked her
how it was done. She told her to contact Community Mental Health.
Did you get support from CMH? Yes, they gave us the paperwork and told us to contact an Attorney. We contacted Sue Hamilton, a local
Attorney. She asked, “Will you be charging them for your service?” We told her no and she then said she would handle it “pro bono”. We went to
court with a representative from CMH, the attorney and the men were with us. The Judge asked them “Who do you want to be your guardian?”
They expressed their preference by pointing to Audrey and that was how we became Guardians.
So what happened next? We sent the official papers to the company who was their guardian and they transferred the money to the new bank
accounts we had set up. The SSI is deposited directly to their accounts and Audrey writes the checks for their rent, food, clothes etc. She keeps
a separate loose leaf notes book with the records. These are filed annually with the CMH and Probate court.
What have you changed since you took over? First we bought new utensils for the kitchen, new clothes, new sheets, pillows and mattresses, a
crock pot, a new toaster and they wanted personal CD players. In Michigan there is a Bridge Card from the State to purchase food. One of the
men had one but one didn’t. We did get him his card. There is an excellent staff person who uses the cards to get their food. She is a big help.
The Guardian has the authority to replace an aide that is not doing a good job. The staff knows we will stop by and check on things so that helps.
They also have enough money for bowling and a cup of coffee if they want.
Have you had any problems? At the beginning we did spend a lot of time straightening out the record for one of the men. His father was
a veteran of WWII and he is entitled to some benefits. There was also a problem with his Social Security number and we spent a lot of time
fighting the bureaucracy to get his benefits straightened out. Now it is really a simple process. Audrey said, ”When I go over to their apartment
they look at me like I’m Santa and tell me what they want.” We moved them to a new apartment in a better neighborhood when their lease was
up. John said, “ It is a really satisfying thing when we see the smiling faces on our two friends.”
If there are adults with Developmental Disabilities and a Public Guardian and you have a relationship with this individual you may
wish to contact your CMH or similar group to see if you can make a real difference in someone’s life as a Guardian or even an Advisor
or Advocate or friend.
PGC Connie Quinn, Manresa 217
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING

Caravan 0
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Ms. Patricia Plotkowski
M/M Mark Corte
M/M Robert Vecchione
M/M John Boyle
M/M Michael Bonfanti
M/M Michael Bonfanti
M/M Mark Corte
M/M Lawrence Grant
M/M Lawrence Grant
M/M Mark Corte
Mr. Robert Dionne
M/M Don Blakely
MassDOT
M/M Al Gatti
M/M Joseph DiFranco
Ms. Ann Marie Marr
Marge & Patty McMahon
The Sultanas of Cordova
Caravan 1
M/M Ronald Fisher
Ms. Kathy Assante
SN Thomas F. Ansbro
M/M George R. Kelly

Unaffiliated
Meredith Zebrowski (L)
Sr. M. Luchesia (L)
Randy Lentini Family (L)
Rudy & Arline Fazio
PSC Sam & Rose Spatafore
PSC Sam Spatafore
PSC Sam Spatafore
Rose Spatafore
Jack Wahler
Rose Spatafore
PSC Sam Spatafore
Sonia Kologie (L)
PSC Sam & Rose Spatafore
Ms. Carol Reid
Sam & Rose Spatafore
Sam & Rose Spatafore
Sam & Rose Spatafore
Sam & Rose Spatafore
John Moar (L)
Karen Roberts (L)
Abd Er Rahman
Angelina Delfino
Charles Kessler (L)
Julia Cline
John Manning

Caravan 4 Alhamar
M/M Donald Simington Dorothy Demagall
Ms. Patricia Dougherty Mrs. Mary Kratz
Caravan 16 Alcala
M/M Elmer J. McFadden Carol Reid
Caravan 26
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M Robert C. Robinson
Cordova Caravan #26
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
SE Crociano J. Monteleone
SE Crociano J. Monteleone
SE Crociano J. Monteleone
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
M/M Bill Sullivan

Cordova
Charles H. Wallin
Elmer Gee (L)
Patricia Lingenfelter
Patricia Lingenfelter
Philip Smith (L)
Angeline Allen (L)
Patricia Hassinger
Joseph Bonfante
Agustine J. Graziano
Mary Ann Guercio
Sr. Georgette Zielinski (L)
William Waggoner

Caravan 56 Bejar
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores Dr. John Shayne
Caravan 69
M/M Edward A. Fiorella
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
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Padul
Sadie John
PGC Mario Esposito (L)
Harry Hightower
Pat Whitaker (L)

Caravan 69 (Cont’d)
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
Padul Caravan #69
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69
Caravan 75
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M John Peter Margeviciu
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Caravan 77
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
SN Robert Wojtylo
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77

Padul
Caravan 113 (Cont’d)
Rose St. John (L)
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
PGC Jerry Hyatt (L)
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
PGC/PGK John P. Tyminski(L)
M/M Peter Demoulias
PGC Frank Speenex (L)
SN Wendell M. Peterson
PSC Sam Spatafore
Rose Spatafore
Caravan 122
Harry S. Migliaccio
M/M Raymond G. Gagnon
Carol Reid
M/M Raymond G. Gagnon
Carol Reid
M/M Joseph J. Boulay
Carmona
Rev. Neil O’Connor (L)
Tom Wilbur
Virginia M. “Jean” Dister
Jean Dister
Virginia M. Dister
Samuel R. Ferrante
Bernice Vogias
Nancy Bundy
Ben Borchert
Howard Welch
James Berchak
Michael Golod (L)
Galicia
Thomas McKenzie
Marilyn Denewith
SN Juan Lozano (L)
SN Robert Plociniak
Sultana Marilyn M. Deneweth
Sultana Bernadette Miele (L)
SN Dennis Kulaszewski (L)

Caravan 78 Baza
Baza Caravan #78 Joseph V. McCullough
Caravan 84
SN Sabih A. Lawrence
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Sabih A. Lawrence
SN Sabih A. Lawrence
Ronda Caravan #84

Ronda
Lawrence J. Torres
PSC Sam & Rose Spatafore
Anne A. LaMorge
John A. Caven
Anne LaMorge

Caravan 89
Ms. Cecilia L. Stakem
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
PGC Richard Beaulieu
M/M Edward R. Seward

Wamba
Timothy Llewellyn
James Woods
Richard McGann
Louise Walsh
B. Wenz
Mary Vardaro (L)

Caravan 104 Porto
PSV William C. Fuchs Carol Reid
Caravan 113 Lugo
SN Wendell M. Peterson Hal Blinkhorn

Lugo
Rose Spatafore
PSC Sam Spatafore
PSC Sam Spatafore
Sam & Rose Spatafore
Leon
Ursula Shea (L)
Helen F. Dorr
PSC Sam & Rose Spatafore

Caravan 125 Tai
Ms. Arline Latosky Mark Scott
Caravan 126
M/M Kenneth L. Young
Sultanas of Al Fath #126
M/M Kenneth L. Young
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter

Al Fath
Michael Devine
Betty Januszka (L)
John Scaudlin (L)
Patrick Hanson (L)
Frank Wisniewski
Joseph Quinn (L)
Betty Janusaka-surgery (L)
Barbara Cumberland (L)

Caravan 133 Aben Zoar
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford Robert Day (L)
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford Joan Atkins (L)
Caravan 143
M/M Verne G. Mepham
SN Claude Emery
SN Claude Emery

Barcelona
Ronald Beauregard
Father Ed
Ramond Garant

Caravan 151 Vigo
Ms Barbara Pastovic Rose Zawilish (L)
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic Margaret Partsch
Caravan 161 El Poder
SN William S. Maraczi Mary E. Maraczi
Caravan 183 Jerez
PGC George F. Kline Jr. Isavelle Lorber
Caravan 196 Denia
M/M Francis J. Fodale Marilyn Deneweth
M/M Michael DePodesta Marilyn Deneweth
Caravan 200
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris

Abba Koval
Peggy Kluter (L)
Thomas M. Morris
Karl Bessmer
Richard L. Butcher
Joseph J. Kerby (L)
Patricia Anonby (L)
Joanne F. Whitaker

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 24)
Caravan 203
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone

Asabica
Kathy Rinald
Annette Curcio
Mario Bosone
Joseph O’Keefe
Loretta Cutione

Caravan 209 Dar Al Ruse
PRD Jack Harvey Margaret Cook-Illness (L)
SE Abraham R Gonzalez Florentino Ramirez, Jr. (L)
Caravan 217 Manresa
M/M Kenneth L. Kress Sultana Marilyn Deneweth
SN George Jagitsch Marilyn Deneweth
Caravan 218 Ben Ziri
Ms. Pat Dambach Darlene Ochs
Caravan 255
M/M Marvin Peschel
Diego Caravan #255
PSC Roger J. Reid

Diego
Kenneth Savio
Kenneth Savio
Virginia Dister

Caravan 261
M/M Leo Wojtylo
M/M Leo Wojtylo
M/M Leo Wojtylo

Sancho
Marilyn M. Deneweth
Theresa Witkowski
Betty Marie Ciechorski

Caravan 262
M/M James T Nilles
M/M James T Nilles
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart

Abd Al Aziz
Mary Helen Steffen
Bill Monroe
Sam & Rose Spatafore

The statistics published above come from the financial
records of the International Order of Alhambra and include
Spiritual Gifts received up to April 24, 2012.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not
reported here please contact the staff at Headquarters at
(410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts
and any error is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way to
remember someone who
is sick or who has died.

Friends of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook
The “Friends of St. Francis Camp Cookbook”
is now available for purchase. This cookbook
includes about 170 recipes and several pages of
cooking hints and tips.
The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which
includes a donation to the Order of Alhambra
General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis
Camp along with a note of how many cookbooks
you wish to order and name/address where to ship
it to:
		
		
		

St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121

Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately
upon receipt of your payment.
This fund-raiser will benefit the camp in many
ways including future renovations of the camp in
an ongoing effort to continue to meet the needs of
the campers we hold so dear.

ALHAMBRA
A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO
*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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A DAY AT THE CIRCUS
In Michigan, Region VI, we host “Alhambra Day at the Circus” where we take 2,700 developmentally disabled individuals to the Shrine Circus. It’s really easy, all you
have to do is get a couple of guys to meet with the Shriners and make a deal. They even provide the tickets. Distribute the tickets to some special schools and it’s a day
at the circus. It’s Easy! “TADA”
Signed
SN Russ Smith, Circus helper
Ps. Don’t forget that the kids are gone during lunch hour so get about 20 guys to go to the caterer’s kitchen at 5 am to help cook and stuff 2,700 hotdogs into buns and
wrap them.
Oh yeah, make sure you get a guy like PGC Mike Leon and his gang to help park the 60 – 75 busses and vans. “TADA”
Pss. I forgot, you’ll need about a dozen strong guys to help unload the busses when they pull up to the entrance. The super senior Sir Nobles must man the check-in desk
to make sure everyone gets to where they are going. Oh yeah, get a couple more guys to supervise the petting zoo to make sure everyone has a great experience. “TADA”
Psss. When the kids enter the big top make sure you’ve got a guy like RS Cliff Dake and 15 other guys to help direct the kids to their seats and secure the ones who are
in wheelchairs.
Opps. I forgot, the day before; make sure you’ve got two strong bucks like SS Ed Smith and myself to hump the 120 cases of water up and down the bleacher seats so
they can be distributed. (My chiropractor said my back will be better by golf season, I hope) “TADA”
Pssss. If you are short a few volunteers maybe someone like the employees of the Superior Ambulance Company will send over 10 helpers just because. Even Fr. Paul,
Chaplain of Sancho Caravan, pitched in, not as a spiritual leader, just a helper. “TADA”
Psssss. One more thing, make sure you get a guy like GC Gary De Carlo, who owns a catering company, to bring enough food to feed the 150 or so Sir Nobles and Sultanas
who spent the day making sure this all works. “TADA”
Pssssss. Not to worry if there aren’t enough handicap porta johns or if there is a problem with the camera hook up to video the circus; just make sure that Bill Petrocy and
Johnny O of the Shriners are there to help make it all work. “TADA”
Psssssss. Make sure you get a guy like PGC Bob Karlek to be the “Circus Daddy” or it will be like work. Don’t worry about a thank you speech to all the volunteers who
gave unconditionally (like they always do), after all, the smiles on the kids’ faces will be thanks enough!
TADA!

Some of the 2,700 Cognitively Impaired enjoying the circus

Alhambra and Shrine Clowns
Sere page 14 for more Circus Day Pictures
Pictures courtesy of Galicia Caravan #77
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PGC Connie Quinn displays his numerous
Shrine Circus Buttons from years past

OCEAN CITY
ALHAMBRA GETTOGETHER
DATE: THURSDAY OCT 11-12-13
PLACE: OCEAN CITY, MD,
HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL
1-888-465-3451
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
PSC ED FIORELLA
757-362-9225
VISIT THE NEWLY OPENED OCEAN
CITY DOWNS CASINO 10 MINUTES
FROM THE HOTEL
PADUL 69 WILL AGAIN SPONSOR
THE HORSE RACING IN THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY A FUN
WEEK END- EVEN IF THE WEATHER
IS BAD
WAMBA HAS AGAIN AGREED TO
HOST THE HOSPITALITY ROOM AS
THEY HAVE IN THE PAST - THANKS
FOR YOUR SUPPORT WAMBA
WE HAVE A GREAT TIME WITH
FELLOWSHIP AND REMEMBERING
ALL THE GOOD TIMES WE HAVE HAD
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BEJAR CARAVAN #56 PRESENTING CHECKS FOR GOD’S SPECIAL PEOPLE

Together we are stronger
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4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
Tel: 410-242-0660
Fax: 410-536-5729
Website: www.orderalhambra.org
e-mail: salaam@orderofalhambra.org
ID Mike Carpenter - Editor
email: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

St. Francis of Assisi
Pray For Us

Fenton, MI
Permit No. 1776

