The Alhambran
Jan/Feb 2012

Inside...
The Fez Sez......6
Bulletin
Gleanings.........7
St. Francis
Camp..............17

Official Journal of the International Order of Alhambra

CP Pub AGT #PM41206513

MERRY CHRISTMAS
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Sancho Caravan #261 celebrates Christmas with some of God’s Special People and PAWS, the Detroit Tigers Mascot

New Fez
Prices.............17
PLUS MORE
Editor’s Pen
Supreme
Officer’s
Columns

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

The Head Fez Says

because it appears that we, as a fraternal Order, cannot bring sufficient
new members to replace the ones that are leaving due to death and
suspensions. We are and have not replaced these losses on a one-toone basis.

MORE AND MORE BLACK CLOUDS IN THE
SKY FOR THE ORDER

WE HAVE TO CHANGE IN ORDER TO KEEP WHAT WE DO
GOOD FOR THE KIDS.

Since becoming Supreme Commander last July I have been scrutinizing
the financial condition of our three corporations, namely the General,
Charity and Convention funds of the Order. After my review and
consultation with our Supreme Chamberlain, I have concluded that
the expenses of these corporations are in-line with our organization.
There is no excess or fat that can be eliminated without decimating the
Order. More and more, I feel the pressure coming from the decreasing
number of members in the Order and its direct consequence on the
revenues of the Order.

I ask myself, “What is so hard about each member bringing in just one
new member a year?” Ask yourself why you have failed to bring in
just one new member?

by Andre Beauchamp
Andre can be reached by e-mail at
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Some members suggest that we change Al Sunna to make it more
flexible to work with. I personally believe that this is an impossible task
to achieve, because we have to follow the Al Sunna rules themselves in
order to make these changes. The Order does not have the time to do
it … it will be too late.

At the next Council of Viziers meeting, to be held in New Orleans next
July, I will suggest a number of propositions that, if adopted, will keep
the Order alive for a period of time. However, until and unless we bring
in new members, we cannot expect that the Order of Alhambra can
survive as presently structured, and cannot support our intellectually
This situation will be catastrophic for the Order because every time disabled children and young adults.
we increase the per capita it has a direct effect on our membership.
Not only are we losing members but, more and more, we are losing These propositions I will propose will concern the financing of the
Order and a drastic change to how we operate today. Difficult and harsh
caravans.
decisions will have to be taken otherwise we will keep doing what we
It is easy to predict what will happen in a very near future and we will are doing today until someone else make these harsh decisions in our
have to face a critical situation. We are at that point at this moment place. Yes, these are indeed hard times.
I believe that the expenses were and are reduced to their minimum.
The per capita, with the same budget and without any increase, would
be today approximately $75. Another decrease of 150 members will
bring the per capita to around $79.

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander

We have now slipped below 2500 members and with the new year we
stand to lose even more.

VSC Vince Braun

Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

The work we do is needed. It is time to make sure that work continues.
We can do this with a significant increase in membership. That seems
to be a daunting task. There may also be other ways to assure that the
good work we do is continued. This may entail less focus on a fraternal
Has the time for The Order of Alhambra past? Certainly the work we organization and more focus on the charitable organization. How and
try to do is still very much needed. There are plenty of opportunities if that is to be done remains to be seen. You have elected and entrusted
for us to focus our work and support to achieve the goals of the Order. a Council of Viziers that will explore every option to maintain the
The need for the Order of Alhambra has not diminished, yet the Order goals of the Order. Some of the decision they need to make may be
itself is struggling to maintain itself.
painful at first but they will make them for the good of the order.
In the last issue of The Alhambran I talked about the need to maintain
the membership of the Order and how much the membership numbers
impact per capita. I said that membership was the key to the survival
of the Order. This is a very basic statement of fact. Yet we continue to
have trouble supporting ourselves by not maintaining our membership.
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The fact is this organization belongs to the membership. That means
it is the responsibility of the membership. The membership will
determine the future of the Order either through their actions or
inactions. Continuing the way we have been is inaction.

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
May this be a most peace-filled and joy-filled Christmas and New Year Season for all of you. May the Lord’s richest blessings come
upon you and your families!
“Thank God ahead of time.” These are the words of Venerable Solanus Casey, OFM.Cap. Fr. Casey was the first man in the United
States to be declared Venerable by the Catholic Church. Many of you who were part of the “Detroit Gathering” of Alhambrans this
past July had the opportunity of touring the museum dedicated to Venerable Solanus.
“Thank God ahead of time.” These words are particularly appropriate as we begin a near year. When we look back at 2011 and look
forward to 2012. For most of us this past year was a complex of achievements and disappointments – of successes and failures – of
good times and of bad times. Hopefully, through all of these times, we were able to see God present or, at least, feel His presence.
Hopefully, through all of these times we were able to learn something about ourselves land our relationship to God. Hopefully,
through all of these times we turned to God in both petition and thanksgiving.
As is true in the Gospel story of the 10 lepers who were healed and only one returned to thank Jesus, all too often the days and weeks
and sometimes even months slip away and we forget to thank God for all He has given us: over very lives – our family and friends
– all of His creation. It is true that there are those difficult, painful and sometimes depressing moments in life – but overall, God
has been very good to each and every one of us. He has given us so much and has only asked in return that we thank Him for such
generosity. We also forget, at times, to place all of our hope and trust in Him and thank Him for whatever life may bring our way.
Dag Hammarskjold – former Secretary General of the United Nations – once prayed to God: “For all that has been – thank you!! For
all that will be – yes!!” He was thanking God for all that God had given Him and was placing His trust in God for whatever might
be part of His future.
So let us look back at 2011 and thank God for whatever was part of our life – and let us look forward to the new year and thank Him
for wherever our life may lead us – for the people who may be part of our life or will become part of it – and for the blessings He wills
into our lives from the simplest of them (food and heat and shelter) to the most unexpected of them.
“Thank God ahead of time.” This might be prove to be a good resolution for each of us for the new year!!
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NEW CANDIDATES
MURET CARAVAN #68

JAEN CARAVAN #131

JERRY BRADFORD
GEORGE BUCHER, III
DAVID DEAN
KEVIN JAMES DEAN
E. PATRICK EDWARDS
ALDON “RYAN” ELLIOTT
SEVERAN MEDINE
JAMES J MIGLIACIO
DARREN RAMIREZ
JOHN D WILLIAMS, III

PATRICIA A BLASI

TOLOZA CARAVAN #81

GILLES FELX
MADELINE LEVAC
SUZANNE ROY TRUDEAU

DANIELLE DOR’E
REJAN DUMONT
ST. PIERRE FERNANDE
REJEANNE LAMBERT
NOELLA THIBAULT
LUGO CARAVAN #113
FRANK HARRINGTON
SANTIAGO CARAVAN #169

BEN ZIRI CARAVAN #218
IDA S. ACUNA
GUADALUPE CARAVAN #234
CARLOS A.MONCADA
ENOCH ELWIN RODGERS
RAMIRO CARAVAN #241

DIEGO CARAVAN #255
REGINA CAHILL
JAMES CAJUSTE
JOHN EDWARDS
CATHERINE FARLEY
MICHAEL JONES
THOMASV. LENTZ

MARCIE M. GIALDINI

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

Editors Note: Beginning with the Jan-Feb 2013 issue of
The Alhambran the publication will only be available in
electronic form. This is to help reduce the administrative
costs of running the Order. Each issue is already available
in electronic form on the Order’s Website. All past issues
since I took over as Editor are also there in case you want
to review a former issue.
We have now crossed over into a new year. It is my sincere hope that 2012
becomes a turning point where our fantastic organization starts to recruit dozens
of new members, with the possibility of over a hundred new members throughout
the year. This organization has had a history of declining membership with a
complete turnaround where our numbers increased ten-fold and we ended up
with over 15,000 members. My feeling is that we can do this with the help of
the entire membership. As you can see from our fearless leader and second in
command, all we need to do is to shake the trees and let new members fall into
our hands. I am doing my part, each of you needs to do the same. Maybe during
the Council of Viziers meeting in July we can come up with the magic potion
that will point us in the right direction. I am enlightened by the listings this
issue, We have over twice as many new members as we have deaths. We just
need to keep this going all year long.
When I joined this fine organization I started seeing all the fun we were having
and that was a huge part of my desire to keep going. But also the fact that I was
seeing first hand how much we were doing for God’s Special People that made
me realize that we are destined to keep functioning. Gentlemen and ladies, the
need is there, has been there, and will be there for many, many years to go. We
can’t let them down.

Pronouncements from the Supreme Advocate
by SA William Cubbedge
Will can be reached by e-mail
willcubbedge@gmail.com
I want to begin this article by thanking Vice Supreme Commander Vince
Braun for waking up at the crack of dawn to facilitate a very successful
Executive Committee Conference call in mid-December. Also, my thanks
to the rest of the Executive Committee for their cooperation. It was my
first Executive Committee conference call, and it was, as far as I could tell,
very smooth, well orchestrated and conducted by the Illustrious Supreme
Commander, and, above all, productive!
I have not been asked to make any rulings in the last two months, so I will
dedicate this space to matters of general interest to the Order.

of formulating an entirely new and up to date set of by laws that can be used
by any Caravan. It will also become the default by laws for Caravans that do
not create their own.
I will again encourage all Grand Divans to send me their Caravan’s by laws
via the home office in Baltimore. I intend to review all of them in light of
the recent changes to our governing documents, especially as it pertains to
membership eligibility. It is very important that all of the Caravans are on
the same page, legally, as regards this fundamental issue. If you haven’t
already, please do it as quickly as possible. I would like to complete this
review by January, 2013

I am happy to report that there has been progress on the new standard (or
“generic”) by laws. I have acquired standard by laws from three similarly My best to all of you in the New Year.
situated fraternal organizations, and, with the help of our current “generic”
set and a copy of “Robert’s Rules of Order”, I am starting the long process Al Salaam!
On November 9, 2011 a Region V meeting was held in Cleveland Ohio. Our new Supreme Director J.R. Black made the trip from Virginia, and was the
honored guest.
Left Picture - Supreme Director J. R. Black addressed the meeting along with Region V Deputy Director Neil Corrigan and Grand Chamberlain Tom Harlan
Right Picture - Carmona Caravan #75 presented a check to Dennis McNulty of Camp Happiness for $5,000. Presenting are PGC Jim Sterley and PGC Vince
Dicaprio along with Supreme Director J.R. Black.

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the officers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121-0475
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. January/February
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
5. Volume 56, No. 1
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THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC J.P. Mikolajczyk
I recently completed two terms as Grand Commander. For many of you, my older brothers in the Alhambra, this may count as scarcely a blip
on the radar. I don’t expect laurels and adulation. I would simply like to offer a few comments that come to mind in two months out of office,
in no particular order of importance. They’re all important if you want to succeed, especially if you’re a young caravan, or have a lot of young
men in your caravan, or some combination thereof.
The caravan is every sir noble’s responsibility. It’s not just the officers, or service project committee. Everyone who is on the roster and in good
standing is responsible for his caravan. The officers are just the elected fezzes who try to serve everyone else. In order for a caravan to work,
you need to have everybody contributing. Everyone doing a small job well is better that a few people doing many jobs halfheartedly.
Balance is central. Caravan leadership need to understand that individual members have existing life obligations that precede Alhambra. Having
a wife, children, job, or preparing for those life-changes are demanding, so no hindrance should be made to one’s work or vocation. Just the
same, everyone who seeks and receives membership in the Alhambra assumes the responsibility to be a part of the caravan. Make Alhambra a
part of your life, like paying your bills or washing your car. It may not be possible to get out for every single event, but make a commitment to
monthly meetings, or service project, or one switching every month might be the way to go. It has to fit your life and your central obligations,
but it needs to be in there for socializing and recreation.
Have fun. It’ll be different for every Sir Noble, different for every caravan. The bottom line is that Alhambra should be good humor, good cheer,
and good work, which done ultimately for love of God and the good of our neighbors, should lead us back to Him through serving others. And
that should be fun. If it’s not crazy fun right now, don’t worry. Think about it, pray about it, help your brother Sir Nobles through it, and you’ll
figure it out with Our Lord’s help. Fun in no time!
So that’s what I learned. Maybe not all of it, but those are the main points that come to mind in the two… three months I’ve been a PGC. This
is a crucial time for Alhambra – let’s make our socialization and service count.

Deadlines for the next five issues are
Issue Date
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline Date
February 20
April 20
June 20
August 20
October 20

Press Date
March 1
May 1
July 1
September 1
November 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let you
know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed
to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26 Buffalo NY
Members of the Caravan participated in
the Great Lakes Seminar. Fun was had
by all.
Oran #67 Biloxi MS
The Caravan has informed all that their
Chaplain, Father Jose Vazquez, has
been reassigned to the Sacred Heart
Parish in Hattiesburg. He requested to
be relieved of his roll as Chaplain due
to the distance and work requirements.
They thanked Father Vazquez for all he
has done for the Caravan.
The Caravan participates in a monthly
Yard Sale at Our Lady of Fatima to raise
funds for the Caravan, Region and Our
Lady of Fatima. Lady Noble Carol
Rigby is asking for any help she can
get in accepting, pricing and organizing
the donated items before the date of the
yard sale and during the sale itself.
The Caravan will be holding their
annual Founder’s Day Mass and
Corporate Communion on February
11th, 4 pm Mass. This will be held at
Our Lady of Fatima. There are plans
to have someone speak about what the
Alhambra is all about during the Mass.
Padul #69 Norfolk VA
The Caravan will be at the “Thomas
and Friends Williamsburg Weekend”
in Williamsburg VA. It will be held
January 19th to January 22nd. There
also is a play “The Taming of the Shrew”
on Saturday January 21st performed by
the Williamsburg Players. Good times
will be had by all.
The newly elected Grand Commander
is Jerry Mathei. He is asking that all
members get back to the social functions
of the Caravan.
The Caravan will be participating in the
Special Olympics Basketball on January
28th.
Carmona #75 Cleveland OH
The Sultanas of Carmona will be hosting
the annual “Sultana’s After Christmas
Party” on January 14th. The location is
Piper’s III Restaurant, 8158 Broadview
Road, Broadview Heights Ohio. Cost is
$40.00 per person and open to all friends

and family. There will be cocktails at
6:30 pm with a family style dinner of
delicious breaded pork chops at 7:30
pm. Dancing will be to the live music
of Reunion. Contact PGC Frank Nowak
for further information.
The Caravan hosted the Annual
Deepwood Christmas Party, a tradition
that spans more than 25 years, on
December 16th. See pictures of this
event elsewhere in this issue.
The Caravan Memorial Mass will be
held in conjunction with their Winter
Social at St. Andrew Abbey on January
29th, Mass at 12:30 pm with the social
following in the Parlor of the Abbey.
Galicia #77 Detroit MI
Sultanas of Galicia Caravan #77 held
their 33rd Annual Fashion Show on
Saturday, November 12. The theme
was Holiday D’Lite and was held at
Assumption Cultural Center on Marter
Road in St Clair Shores. The afternoon
included a wonderful lunch.
Dress
Barn/Dress Barn Women provided
the outfits that were modeled. After
the outfits were shown by the twelve
Sultanas who took part modeling the
clothes, raffles were conducted. All the
funds raised today will be used to help
the developmentally disabled. We wish
to thank all who came for their support.
Tai #125 Garfield Heights OH
The Caravan will be participating in
the Region V Council Meeting hosted
by Al Jana Caravan on March 14th
at the Brooklyn/Parma K of C Hall
in Brooklyn Ohio. Oasis at 6:30 pm,
dinner at 7:00 pm and meeting at 8:00
pm. Cost is $15.00.
The Caravan will sponsor 4 bowling
days for 18 mentally disabled children
aged 12-16 at the 7 Hills Lanes in 2012.
The Caravan will be participating in the
“Sultanas of Carmona Caravan After
Christmas Party” on January 14th. They
will also be recognizing all Ohio Past
Grand Commanders at the event.
Porto #104 Northern VA
The Caravan will be holding their
Founder’s Day Mass/Charity Awards

Presentation on February 4th from 6 –
10 pm at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church.
Grand Commander Leo Alonso reported
the Caravan is very successful in helping
God’s Special People throughout their
area. They are active in working with
many different parishes and making
sure that the parish is doing what they
can to help God’s Special People. They
are also actively pursuing housing and
seeking employment opportunities for
their Special Angels.
The Caravan outlined a special member,
Bob Pizzano Sr., who has been a
member of the Alhambra for more than
30 years. One of Bob’s grandson’s,
Joey, died in a drowning accident at the
age of six. After his death the family
started the Joey Pizzano Memorial Fund
in the hopes of making a difference for
other children like Joey. They recently
celebrated the opening of Our Special
Harbor, a 7,000 square foot zero water
depth “spray ground” in Joey’s honor
with the hope that other families would
adopt it as “their special place.”

Bishop Roger Gries will celebrate
the Mass at 4:30 pm. There will be a
gathering after Mass at a downtown
restaurant.
Ben Ziri #218 Oceanside CA
The Caravan is making plans for the
Founder’s Day Mass. Contact GC Mike
Caliguri for more details.
The Caravan will be participating in
the Regional Ceremonial on March 8 –
10. It will be held on the Queen Mary
in Long Beach. They are requesting
all members to put these dates on your
calendar.
The Caravan has established a Ben ZiriAlhambra House in Vista California.
There are 6 adults living in the house
whose ages range from 49 to 70. The
TERI organization has asked the
Caravan to help them by interacting with
the residents. Some suggestions are to
visit the home, send birthday cards, set
up a birthday party or have a social at the
home. The Caravan is asking for anyone
who would like to assist by chairing the
home committee.

Jaen #131 Butler PA

Sancho #261 Warren MI

The Caravan will be holding their
Founder’s Day Mass in lieu of
the
February
Caravan
Meeting
on February 10th 10:00 am at the
Veteran’s Administration Building in
the Auditorium. Father Ritzert will
be celebrating Mass. There will be a
breakfast following Mass at the Valley
Dairy across the street. Friends and
family are welcome.

The Caravan is dedicating a Historical
Plaque at the Shrine of the Little Flower
on Sunday January 8th, 10:45 am Mass
with refreshments following Mass.
Watch the next issue for pictures of this
dedication.

GC Timothy Cammisa wishes all in the
Caravan a wonderful New Year. He is
welcoming new members to join with 5
members who will be making the run in
the Spring.
Mahdi #142 Willoughby OH
The Caravan will be participating in the
“Sultanas of Carmona Caravan After
Christmas Party” on January 14th. They
will also be recognizing all Ohio Past
Grand Commanders at the event.
The Caravan will be participating in
the Region V Founder’s Day Mass at
St. John’s Cathedral on February 18th.

There will be a Super Bowl Party at
DeCarlo’s Banquet Hall on February 5th.
Cost is $25 per person with a portion of
the proceeds to benefit Region VI.
The Caravan will be participating in
the Shrine Circus on March 29th. This
is an event where the Alhambrans of
Michigan host God’s Special People to
a circus show. The children/adults are
also treated to a box lunch during the
show. Watch future issues for pictures
of this event.
The Caravan will be holding the Annual
Mark Thomas Memorial Bowling
Fundraiser on March 31st at Sunnybrook
Lanes. They welcome all to attend this
event which is a major fund raiser for
the Caravan.
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Denia Caravan 196 Christmas Party
Denia Caravan No. 196 provided a Buffet Christmas dinner to Noble House Special People and their aides at Grand Commander
Michael and Sultana Julie DePodesta’s Residence in Livonia Michigan. The following Caravan members participated with planning,
assisting and providing a variety of delicious home made dishes to our dinner as follows: VGC Mike Tucci and Sultana Lori, PGC
Lou Schneider and Sultana Pat, Immediate Past Supreme Commander Frank Fodale (Santa ) and First Lady Sultana Theresa were in
attendance.
After our Christmas Dinner and Deserts, We had a visit from Santa Claus who gave all of our Special People a Christmas Gift for
the season. Every one of us and our guests enjoyed celebrating the Season sitting at a warm and glowing fireplace exchanging our
blessings and shared one another’s company. When it was time for them to depart, food, pop, deserts and samples of their favorite
dishes was sent home with them to add to their experience of our gathering. It was a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas with all.
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045-2716
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
It has been since 1967, when the late Richard Cardinal Cushing honored the
Order of Alhambra with inviting the members to the television Mass on Easter
Sunday. Once more the Order will be honored on this coming Easter Sunday with
the televised Mass. Channel 56, the NBC affiliate, will be our host for the Mass.
This Mass is broadcast as far as parts of Texas and as far north as the Maritime
Provinces of Canada.
Region One wishes all a Happy Easter and invites you to join us by watching the
TV Mass.

Alhamar Caravan # 4 held its installation of Paul S. Makuch
as Grand Commander for the fraternal year 2011-2012. The
installing officer was Raymond F. Kownacki Grand Advocate.

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra, Jr.
163 S. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-2917
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Alhamar Caravan #4 Wilkes Barre, PA
Paul S. Makuch Grand Commander
Alhamar #4 held their installation of officers on November 9, 2011 which was
publicized in our two local newspapers and the Alhambran. All offices where filled
to support the new commander. Thomas Dugan GCH submitted the e-Postcard
990-N form for 2009 and 2010. The 990-N form for 2011 should be submitted
before the end of the first quarter 2012. Alhamar #4 had a Christmas Social
for the Sir Nobles and Sultana’s after the Caravan/Divan meeting December 14,
2011. By-laws are to be reviewed and updated by end of first quarter 2012.
Every Christmas Alhamar #4 donates to the local coordinators for the
developmentally disabled to buy gifts and have Christmas parties. This year
donations where made to St. Joseph’s Center and Satellite also Santa showed
up with White Haven Center 40 Tee Shirts and SN’s singing Christmas Carols,
Sister Mary Beth SS.CM Scranton Diocese Developmentally Disabled Christmas
Party, Step by Step Christmas Party and St. Ignatius Christmas party gifts.
Musa Caravan #25 Rochester, NY
Peter Nicchitta Grand Commander
Dear Sir Nobles and Sultana’s of Musa # 25, headquarters informed you that
Musa is closing down December 31, 2011. You can remain a member in this
great organization by joining your nearest caravan or being a member at large.
If you would like to remain a member contact headquarters at 800-478-2946.
Thank you for all your hard work for many, many years.
Cordova Caravan # 26 Buffalo, NY
Dr. William M. Smith Grand Commander
Cordova held their installation of officers on November 15, 2011. Their new
Grand Commander is Dr. William M. Smith. The Dr. has a full divan of support
plus a caravan greeter. Their December 6, 2011 dinner meeting will include their
Christmas Social. In attendance at Cordova’s 100th anniversary celebration was
Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp who was thanked for attending.

Officers installed to support Paul for the 2011-2012 fraternal year;
standing l/r Thomas Dugan Grand Chamberlain, David Miller Grand
Scribe, Kenneth Burke Master of the Oasis, Raymond F. Kownacki
Grand Advocate, Thomas Keeney Master of the Wardrobe, sitting
Patrick Umbra Scribe of the Exchequer SD RII, Paul S. Makuch Grand
Commander RS RII, Francis A. Kennedy Historiographer Immediate Past
Grand Commander.

The Sultana’s lost one of their dear members Wanda Horbett and extend their
deepest sympathy to all her family members. Marilyn Robinson, Sultana
Chairman, is wishing all a blessed Christmas, to enjoy the gifts that matter most,
peace, health, happiness and love.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Regional News

Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502-2605
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

I would like to wish everyone a belated Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year. I trust everyone had a wonderful holiday and ushered in the New Year
with excitement or just fell asleep in your recliner about 11:45 and called it
quits for another year.
I decided to write my article about “The Stakem’s Christmas Adventure”. On
December 6, I had a total knee replacement (scheduled). On December 13,
while attending to me, Diane missed the bottom step going into our family
room and broke her foot (not scheduled) and from there the excitement of
the holidays began. This year the Christmas cards began showing up with a
sprinkling of “get well” cards mixed in (Fa la la). We did attend our neighbor’s
Christmas party. Little did we realize that going two doors down the street
holding on to each other would be such an adventure (Fa la la).
One of the most seasonal acts of compassion was shown by our orthopedic
surgeon who made an appointment to see us both at the same time but he
would not agree to giving us a “two for one holiday special” (Fa la la). At this
point we would just look at each other and laugh at our malady.
As Christmas grew closer the super woman she is kicked in, broken foot be
darned! Diane rose above our misfortune and produced one of the nicest
annual Christmas Eve gatherings for family and friends that we ever had. Me
in my walker and her in her boot made for a lovely site on Christmas night!
In a more serious note my New Year’s wish is that each caravan does its
absolute best in increasing its membership so we can maintain this great Order
in 2012. We must continue with our primary purpose which is assisting the
intellectually disabled.
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Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

These past few months have been extremely busy for Alhambra in
Region Four. Diego Caravan in Florida hosted Christmas Dinners for
many of their Special Friends. One dinner was at the special request
of a director from one of the Special Group Homes and at that time
they fed 23 Friends with a complete Christmas Dinner. At two other
times they hosted other parties and fed 56 special needs people at one
and 52 special needs people at the other. They have also initiated four
new members into their caravan and have had one of the priests within
the local area ask them to give him and his parish more information
about Alhambra. Darro Caravan in Louisiana was involved with the
local Special Olympics program called “Over the Edge”. This is where
people pay large sums of money to repel off of the Super Dome. The
men from Darro did the cooking for this event and the Special Olympics
collected well over $70,000. Cortez Caravan in Kenner Louisiana
hosted a special party for the “Special Bowlers” within the area and then
hosted another special party for the “We Care for Special Children”
program. At both of these parties the food and interaction is one of the
main causes for this Caravan to exist. Oran Caravan in Mississippi had
jointly sponsored a Christmas party for about 30 of the Special Needs
residents from several group homes within the area. They did this
along with the City of Biloxi Parks and Recreation Department and the
local ASGARD Motorcycle Club members. Oran bought and cooked
most of the food and provided Santa to come and give gifts to all of the
Special Friends. The local group homes had polled the residents to find
out what they wanted for Christmas and each resident got one or two of
the specific gifts they requested. Oran is also looking at bringing in six
more new members by February.

Regional News

Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518-3113
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
Carmona Caravan #75

The Caravan held their 34th Annual Walk of Hope this past Saturday, October 8th
2011. The walk was from OLA/St. Joseph Center in Cleveland’s Historic Tremont
neighborhood. This was to get people to come out and show their support for
persons with disabilities. Donations were accepted. The “Walk of Hope” gives us
a public opportunity as a believing community to demonstrate our belief that all
people are called to be part of the life of our society and our church.
Our Journey to Bethlehem Liturgy was held Saturday December 3rd, and Bishop
Gries did a great job celebrating a special Mass for Children, and we all worked
on “And with your Spirit”. We assisted with the distribution of boxed lunches
and put away all the chairs afterwards. Several other Sir Nobles from Region V
Caravans were also present. Thanks to all the attendees who made it.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Richard A. Sosin
19739 Ingram St.
Livonia, MI 48152-1566
(H) 248-471-2389 (C) 734-765-2100
regionvi@ymail.com

Region VI has had a busy few months, it started with a P.G.C. Ball honoring Ron
Surma, Ed Skop, and Eric Griffin. Then Thanksgiving Weekend was the Great
Lakes Seminar in Oregon Ohio, just outside Toledo. Attendees were SC Andre and
Danielle Beauchamp, SCH. Giles and Fern Bernard, SS. Ed and Kathleen Smith,
S.D. Jim and Joan DeZorzi and PSV Sam Yannello from Buffalo N.Y. Canada was
well represented and, thanks to them, FUN was had by all. December has many
Caravans having Party’s for our Special People. On January 8th Sancho Caravan
is hosting a Plaque Dedication at the Shrine of the Little Flower with all Caravans
invited. February we will be hosting the Founders Day Mass at St. Huberts.
Lastly my Sultana Connie and I would like to wish one and all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Sancho Caravan #261 Christmas Party Pictures

Remember to mark your calendars for a very fun annual event, “The Sultana’s
After-Christmas Party and PGC Gala”. Ohio makes this event even bigger and
better, they have invited us to join them in recognizing our Ohio’s Past Grand
Commanders.
Our Deepwood Christmas Party that was held on December 16th at 7:30 PM is an
annual tradition that spans more than 25 years and the Karmona Klowns entertain
the developmentally disabled adults at the Deepwood Center near Great Lakes
Mall in Mentor. Gifts, food, dancing, Santa Claus and lots of hugs are a few ways
to describe this very enjoyable evening. If you were there then you know why you
joined the Alhambra.
Memorial Mass will be conducted the same as last year, in conjunction with our
Winter Social, Sunday, January 29, 2012 with Mass at 10:30PM. Social will
follow in the Parlor of the Abbey - Mark your calendar.

Santa (Chet Stefankiewicz) and Janet Keranen (center right) sing
carols with several of her students at Flickinger Elementary School
on December 16, 2011

The Canister Drive for 2011 is complete – thanks to all the members who came
out religiously and supported this very worthwhile cause. A very special thanks
and a profound Al Salaam is extended to SN Brother Nicholas for chairing this
event each and every year.
Founders Day Mass and Dinner has been arranged for all Region V Caravans
to celebrate at St. John’s Cathedral on Saturday evening, February 18th. At this
Mass, we celebrate the founding of our Order way back in 1904. Bishop Roger
will celebrate the Mass at 4:30PM.
Mahdi Caravan #142
An Alhambran celebrates Christmas in many ways. Either by joining the
developmentally disabled for the “Journey to Bethlehem” at OLA/St. Joseph’s or
the Mathdi “Kandymen Christmas” party or the Carmona Caravan celebration at
Deepwood. Any one of these will make the season feel a whole lot better.

Bovenschen students modeling their new fleece jackets with Santa on
December 15, 2011

(Continued on Page 16)
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059-2001
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
PO Box 1010
Idyllwild, CA 92549-1010
(H) 303-319-6550
cbraun18@gmail.com

Sir Nobles, we are into a new year, 2012, and we ask God’s blessings for
another great year. And now to bring you up-to-date on Texas, all of the
Texas caravans are very busy making plans for the new year. I am hoping
the caravans include in their plans “the recruitment of new members.”
It is each Sir Noble’s responsibility to improve membership by asking a
Catholic person to join our Order. When recruiting, always remember to
explain our mission, our history, and most important who we help - God’s
special children. As I stated in the last issue of The Alhambran, I am asking
every member to bring in one new member by July, 2012 and, based on
the information I am receiving, Sir Nobles are working toward this goal. I
want to congratulate the following caravans for recruiting new members:
Bejar 56 - 7 members are awaiting Brown Tassel, 5 applications and 1
reinstatement have been submitted and will be voted on in the January 2012
meeting. Alva 91 has 4 applications awaiting Brown Tassel. Baza 78 has 1
new member, Guadalupe 234 has 2 new members. WAY TO GO BROTHER
ALHAMBRANS-- 20 NEW MEMBERS. Three of these applications have
been submitted to Supreme, and 17 will be submitted after a Brown Tassel
Ceremony or the Run occurs. This is a good start. Let’s not stop there. Let’s
try for 20 more. We still have 6 months before the Run occurs and enough
time to accomplish this goal. Brothers, we will never know what we can
accomplish if we don’t try. Let’s show the Order that Texas can lead the way
in membership.

A Very Happy Christmas and Fantastic New Year to All from SUNNY
CALIFORNIA.

Our Texas caravans will be and have been involved in the following:

I invite ALL to contact me for more information and reservations for
these spectacular events. I can be reached anytime at 303-319-6550 or
region8ooa@gmail.com (please note that the oo after the number 8 are
“letters” not the number 0).

Bejar 56
On December 13, Bejar 56 hosted their Christmas party. Each Sir Noble
who attended was asked to bring an unwrapped children’s gift to be donated
to the Catholic Charities organization which in turn would donate the gifts
to the needy in San Antonio. And forthcoming in January, the Caravan will
have their Grand Commander’s Ball on the 13th at Lackland Air Force Base
Officers’ Club.
Alva 91
The Caravan will have their Christmas Party and Installation of Officers on
December 20th at La Cantera Restaurant and Event Center in Brownsville,
Texas. On December 13, 2011, the Caravan sponsored a Kids to the Movies
Event in which 1300 of God’s special children were bused to the movies. A
total of 83 buses were utilized by the schools who involved themselves in this
endeavor. The Sir Nobles over extended themselves by also providing a meal
for all these children. AL SALAAM to Alva Caravan for the tremendous
work that you do for God’s special children.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Region VIII is looking forward to many new Lady Nobles and Sir Nobles
in 2012. We are proud to announce that we have “Brown Tasseled” four
Neophytes in December. We will be inducting these fine Catholic Ladies
(3) and Gentleman (1) at our upcoming Ceremonial. Since we have a
couple months until that Ceremonial I anticipate that we will have several
additional candidates by that time.
We invite ALL Sir Nobles and Sultanas along with ALL Lady Nobles and
Sultans to join us for Region VIII’s Ceremonial Getaway on the Historic
Queen Mary in Long Beach, California. We have reserved a block of
rooms for Thursday, March 8, 2012 through Sunday, March 11, 2012.
Come join us and tour this stately vessel and the many local attractions
in and around Long Beach. The weather is generally superb – especially
compared to that white stuff some of you might otherwise be dealing with.
Founder’s Day Celebration and Memorial Mass has been arranged for
Sunday, February 5, 2012 in Los Angeles. Following Mass all will adjourn
to one of the finest French restaurants in Los Angeles for magnificent
cuisine and great fellowship.

A tip of the Fez to all the Caravans in Region VIII for all their very
successful activities of the 2011 Holiday season. I have been fortunate
to have been able to attend some great Holiday feasts as well as even
participating in a parade in Escondido.
Again, Happy Holidays to all. Let’s all pursue a goal to significantly
expand the membership of our caravans in 2012.

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Jean-Maurice Brosseau

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Jim DeZorzi
8438 Defore Dr RR2
Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
regionx@execulink.com

1585 Rue Kirouac
Laval, QC H7G 4T4 Canada
(O) 514-384-4545 (H) 450-668-3508

bross@videotron.ca
English Version
By the time you will read this, the Holiday Seasons will be past, I hope
that everybody had a great one spent with family and friends.
Every year each Caravan in our Region organize a Christmas Dinner for
over 200 people. I have had the great privilege to participate in the one
organized by Grand Commander Paul Courville of Toloza 81. What a
great day it was, seing our new Members involved from beginning to end
with our special people. Everybody that come out of these happenings
leaves overjoyed and motivated and everybody wants to come back next
year. I tell you people.... we sell happiness... for the price of a membership.
Congratulations to Sultanas Suzanne Trudeau and Madeleine Levac
for accepting a post on the Grand Divan of Caravan Ramiro 241. With
membership comes responsibility . A very low Al Salaam to you
Ladies.................
French Version
Au moment de lire ces lignes, la période des Fêtes sera derrière nous.
J’espère que tout le monde a bien célébré en famille et avec des amis.
Chaque année les deux Caravanes de notre Région organisent un dîner de
Noel pour plus de 200 personnes chacunes. J’ai eu le grand prvilège de
participer à celle organisée par le Grand Commandeur Paul Courville de
la Caravane Toloza 81. Quelle belle journée ce fut... voir nos nouveaux
Membres impliqués du début à la fin avec nos amis spéciaux. Tous sortent
de cette fête joyeux et motivés et chacun veut revenir l’année prochaine.
je vous le dit..... nous vendons du bonheur pour le prix d’une adhésion....
Félicitations aux Sultanes Suzanne Trudeau et Madeleine Levac pour
avoir accepté un poste sur le Grand Divan de la Caravane Ramiro 241.
Être Membre génère des responsabilités. Un très bas Al Salaam à vous
Mesdames.

All of the caravans in Region X hosted Christmas parties for God’s Special
Children.
Seneca Caravan #109 – Belleville, ON
Unfortunately I have nothing to report for them but I am sure that they
are busy.
Alcazaba Caravan #162 – Hamilton, ON
I was privileged to attend a meeting to install the new officers of their
Grand Divan and to hear of the fine work that they are doing with the Faith
and Light group (developmental children and their parents).
Algarva Caravan #168, Grand Bend, ON
They held a retreat organized by their Chaplain, Rev. Gerard Bedard in
November. At this retreat we heard from Father Poel, who works with
L’Arch, (founded by Jean Sauve in France) which is a group of homes for
the developmentally disabled in over 60 countries.
They are busy organizing their Founder’s Day Mass which, this year,
will be held at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Watford, ON on
Saturday, Feb. 18th at 7 p.m. following which the group will repair to the
local Chinese restaurant, Happy Home, for dinner.
In March they will host about 150 of God’s Special Children to the annual
Hayride beginning at their Alcazar.
Garcia Caravan #330 – McGregor, ON
Since I last visited them they were in the process of contacting the
Operation Cover-up chairs seeking up to 150 afghans. At this date I have
not been informed whether they had been successful.
Region X
The region is currently operating a lottery to raise funds to defray the
expense of sending the Supreme Director to the Council of Viziers
meeting to be held in New Orleans in July. The deadline for ticket sales
is January 15th. Because of this the Supreme Director has delayed the
distribution of the General Fund Lottery tickets to the Caravans until after
January 15th.
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Caravans
NOW AVAILABLE FOR YOUR NEXT ALHAMBRAN FUNCTION

This fine, fun group of musicians were recently seen at the Great Lakes Seminar, performing for a crowd of enthusiastic members and family/friends of Michigan,
Canadian and Buffalo Alhambra Caravans. They wowed the crowd and were asked to reappear many times during the evening. You can book this band by contacting
ED Roger Reid at 1-410-227-4545. They are being sought after for most of the Christmas and New Year’s Parties throughout the countries of US and Canada so book
early for next year’s events.
On Sunday, December 4, 2011, Zirita Caravan #182 once again hosted their “Gala Christmas Party” for the developmentally disabled and their chaperones. The
party was held at the Archangel St. Michael Serbian Hall located in Lansing, Illinois, where 330 people attended. Clients came from area workshops. Clients from
LARC, New Hope Center, Echo School, and those that live at home were in attendance and enjoyed a family style dinner, a live band to dance to, and a gift given
to them by Santa.

Guests enjoying dinner

EMT’s on duty even join in on the fun

A visit & a gift from Santa always bring smiles
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Clients enjoy dancing and the music of a live
band

L to R
Sultana Debbie Magno, Cheryl Kwiatkowski,
Past SCB/GC Rick Magno, VGC Mike R.
Lukacek, Sultana Helen Kozikowski, Sultana
Nancy Melnyczenko, Donna Obszanski,
Treasurer John Kubas, Sir Noble Norb Cipowski,
& SE Mike V. Lukacek (Santa)

in Action

Seneca Caravan #109, Belleville, ON hosted the Annual Martyr’s Shrine Pilgrimage in
Midland, ON

On December 3rd, for the 28th year, Denia Caravan hosted fifty-five needy residents of Adult Foster Care homes on a shopping spree for Christmas gifts at Target.
Our guests enjoyed coffee and pastries, and then shopped for gifts for themselves. Most of them wanted warm pajamas, sweat-suits, and articles of clothing. The
guests were escorted one-on-one by our Sir Nobles, Sultanas, and friends of Denia Caravan. It wasn’t obvious whether we or our guests had more fun. PSC Frank
Fodale, GC Mike DePodesta, and G.Ch Don Collom said we are looking forward to next year to try to top this one.

Here are some pictures of our event buddy meet. We had over three hundred students that participated in the event and fourteen members who joined also.
We also had Alva 91, the 13th annual kids at the movies. The event made it possible for 1,300 special education students to the movie “Rio”. We had fourteen
members greeting the students. We also had help from UTB students and BISD transportation and BISD teachers and coaches. Here are some pictures of the event.
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Region II (Continued from Page 9)

Region V (Continued from Page 11)

AL-FATH #126 Levittown, PA
Hazelett L. Gallagher Grand Commander

SD Note – how could you not feel better after working or giving of yourself
to these very special people during this time of year?

Al Fath #126 again held their annual Thanksgiving event at Cape May, NJ
with the goal of supporting God’s Special Children and other activities. The
event took place on Friday November 25 hospitality upon arrival, dinner
then hospitality, Saturday 26th full breakfast, hospitality, prime rib or lobster
then hospitality, Sunday 27 full breakfast depart from the Grand Hotel, NJ,
room and food included in your rsvp. The objective of the weekend was to
create a greater spirit of camaraderie between all Caravans, share ideas and
increase membership. From Alhamar 4 Grand Commander Paul S. Makuch
and the new Supreme Director Region II Patrick Umbra both attended and
say mark your calendar what a great weekend!

The next Region V meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 14, 2012 and
will be hosted by Al Jana Caravan. More details to follow
PGC Mike Zacher attended the Journey to Bethlehem liturgy on Saturday,
December 3rd. The Bishop had a Wonderful Mass for the Children. This
was a beautiful Christmas Mass of prayer, song, celebration and friendship
for those with developmental disabilities and their families and friends.
What a wonderful event.
We are planning on attending Region’s V, Sultana after-Christmas party and
PGC’s event hosted by Carmona Caravan

Jaen Caravan #131 Butler, PA
Timothy J. Cammisa Grand Commander

The Kandymen Christmas party was a huge success. Thanks to all those
who volunteered. We appreciate all your help in making this event possible.
Congratulations Pat Blasi Noble Lady 1st woman to be a member of Jaen We had about 150 “guests” and about 115 families and support staff. What
Caravan #131. Timothy said we look forward to Pat’s participation in the a great time.
caravan and hope it leads to more members both male and female.
We will be celebrating the annual Founder’s day Mass at St. John‘s Cathedral,
On November 7, 2011 Father Ritzert held a memorial mass for deceased Saturday, February 18, 2012. This is the mass to celebrate the founding of
members of the Alhambra.
our Order in 1904.
Tim also said if you’re at Mass ask someone to join the Alhambra, the person The Italian Festival had over 30 more guys over last year and the change in
might say yes.
the menu was well received by all. The average age at the dinner went down
a lot with the younger crowd that was there. Changes start with small steps
and hopefully we are taking the right steps.
Region VII (Continued from Page 12)
Baza 78

November was the month for thanks. Remember to thank all those who
helped you along the way, Parents, family, and teachers.

The Caravan will host a corporate mass on January 22, 2012, for all Sir
Nobles and Sultanas. After mass all will meet at St. Pius Church Hall for Our Sultana meeting was held Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at the
a meal and a fun social. On February 19, 2012, the Caravan will host a Firehouse Grille land Pub.
Valentine Party. Everyone is invited.
Santiago Caravan #169:
El Cid 106

Congratulations to Mark Montelbano, Grand Commander of Santiago for
On December 30, 2011, El Cid will host their Annual Ball and Dinner, and keeping his Caravan active and gaining new members including two “Lady
in January, their corporate mass will be celebrated in Rio Grande City. After Nobles”. Thanks to you and your leadership in making this happen.
mass the Sultanas and the Sir Nobles will gather for a meal and a fun social.
Note from Supreme Director: My Sultana Barbara and I hope everyone had
a Holy and Happy Christmas with family and friends and a Super New Year
Guadalupe 234
and are ready to serve “God’s Very Special People” in 2012, have a productive
The Caravan held their Christmas party on the 3rd of December. As per and safe “New Year”
Grand Commander Benjamin Floyd, he continues to work on improving
membership.

The Alhambran 16

Necrology
BEJAR CARAVAN #56

VIGO CARAVAN #151

ALBERT R. DE WINNE
RODOLFO CANTU, SR.

JOSEPH F. WASHINGTON

TAI CARAVAN #125
RAY MAKOWSKI
ALI CARAVAN #134
REV. JOSEPH RIDELLA
BARCELONA CARAVAN #143
ROBERT K. MARTIN
MICHAEL TERLECKYJ

St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Russ Kreinbring
A Very Happy and Healthy New Year to Everyone!!

JEREZ CARAVAN #183
JOHN J. SCHOLLIAN
RAMIRO CARAVAN #241

I’d like to thank the board for electing me President of St. Francis
Camp for the next year. I have big shoes to fill. I’d also like to thank
the previous administration for their “dedication and hard work”.

ANDRE LEFEBVRE
ABD AL AZIZ CARAVAN #262
DONALD R. HERMAN
MEMBER AT LARGE #298
PETER ROCCA, SR.

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

We have many challenges facing us, but I have the confidence
of what we can accomplish this coming year. With the set up of
various committees, it should be much easier to accomplish things.
Our biggest goal is to fill our camp. WE NEED CAMPERS AND
SPONSORS FOR CAMPERS. Our main goal is to take care of
God’s Special People. It’s everyone’s job – not just a few.
One way you can help is to send a camper, make a donation or to
purchase a Camp Cookbook (See Page 25 for more information).

Are you moving? If so, don’t miss the
next issue of THE ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN MEMBERS
Send your label and change of address
to:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore, MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

ATTENTION
NEW FEZ PRICES
		FEZ

PRICES AS OF 11-1-2011			
					
ITEM #
NAME		
PRICE
					
SS-FZ401
SILK RAYON
$68.00
SS-FZ400
SINGLE JEWELED
$129.50
SS-FZ400D
DOUBLE JEWELED
$179.50
SS-FZ400DS
DOUBLE JEWELED FEZ $213.00

The Alhambran 17

From the Supreme Chamberlain Giles Benard
Giles can be reached by e-mail
g.benard1@videotron.ca

DOLLARS AND CENTS
I think it is important for all members to know where we stand financially. Therefore you will find below the Financial Statements for both the General Fund and
the Charity Fund as of June 30th 2011.

Order of Alhambra General Fund
Statement of Activities
As of June 30th 2011

Order of Alhambra General Fund
Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30th 2011

Earned Revenue
Per capita dues				
101,320
Sale of organization supplies 		
16,496
Insurance program 			
23,259
Contributions 				
4,932
Fundraising 				
16,000
Investment income 			
22
Management fee 				
30,000
Miscellaneous 				
5,450
Total Earned Revenue 						197,479
Expenses
Committee meeting 			
17,589
Cost of organization supplies 		
22,958
Depreciation 				
3,686
Insurance 					
5,573
Insurance program 			
17,852
Magazine 					
20,349
Miscellaneous 				
10,033
Office 					
30,141
Payroll taxes 				
7,144
Professional fees 				
10,741
Repairs and maintenance 			
3,592
Salaries 					
77,715
Travel and Entertainment 		
3,693
Utilities 					
9,624
Total Expenses							240,690
Decrease in net assets 						(43,211)

Assets
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 		
36,361
Accounts Receivable 			
3,871
Due from related party 			
23,651
Prepaid expenses 				
617
Inventory 					
7,707
Total Current Assets 						72,207
Fixed Assets
Land & Building 				
98,683
Furniture & Fixtures 			
49,509
Depreciation 			
(113,591)
									34,601
Total Assets 							

106,808

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable 				
167
Due to related party 			
77,421
Other current liabilities 			
108
Total Current Liabilities 						77,696
Total Liabilities 							77,696
Net Assets

Net Assets at beginning of year 					

72,323

Net Assets 						29,112

Net Assets at end of year 						

29,112

									29,112
Total Liabilities & Net Assets 				

(Continued on Page 19)
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106,808

DOLLARS AND CENTS
(Continued from Page 18)

Order of Alhambra Charity Fund Inc.
Statement of activities
As of June 30th 2011

Order of Alhambra Charity Fund Inc.
Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30th 2011
Assets

Income
Contributions 					
58,897
Investment Income 		
115,024
Realized loss on sale of investments
(16,552)
Unrealized gain on investments
121,518
Total Income 								278,887
Expenses
Committee meetings 				
3,465
Depreciation 				
133
Management fee 			
30,000
Miscellaneous 					
7,003
Office 						
5,197
Mentally handicapped program
74,689
Scholarship and charitable grants
26,000
Total Expenses 								146,487
Income (Decrease) in Net Assets 					

132,400

Net Assets beginning of year 				

3,175,563

Net Assets end of year 				

3,307,963

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 			
196,503
Accounts Receivable 				
10,100
Accrued interest receivable 			
13,129
Due from related parties 			
82,966
Current portion of notes receivable 		
7,500
Investments 				
2,903,730
Total Current Assets 							3,213,928
Equipment 					
8,954
Accumulated depreciation 			
(7,770)
Total Equipment 							
Other Assets
Notes Receivable net of current portion 		

1,184

97,500

									

97,500

Total Assets 								3,312,612
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable 				
4,649
Total Current Liabilities 						

4,649

Total Liabilities 							

4,649

Net Assets
Net Assets end of period 			
3,307,963
									3,307,963
Total Liabilities & Net Assets 						3,312,612
After reading those statements I’m sure you will agree that the situation of the Order is not rosy but the Charity Fund is doing very well. The problem is definitely with the
General Fund.
What are the numbers saying for the General Fund?
Well it says that we don’t generate enough income for the expenses incurred.
Can we correct the situation?
The easy answer is to say improve the revenues and cut down on expenses. Easier said than done. The decreasing number of members makes it impossible to increase the
revenues without having to increase the Per Capita. A reduction of expenses would certainly help but we are now at a point that we cannot reduce expenses without affecting
the minimum services required for an organization to be considered as a going concern.
What should we do?
At the last meeting of the Council of Viziers in July, the situation was examined carefully and it was decided to increase the Per Capita by $2 in order to have a budget that
would be almost to the break even point.
Where are we now?
As of Nov 30th we show a loss of $6,260 mainly because we had to pay for some repairs to the building that were caused by Hurricane Irene. The total cost of the repairs are
not included as they have yet to be done. Many thanks to the 6 Caravans that have sent in a donation to help to pay for these expenses and some others have indicated their
intention to do so.
What future holds?
Certainly we have the future of the Order in our hands. The question is how interested are we to get this organization going and at what price. However we should never forget
that helping God’s special people is the main reason why we have joined the Order of Alhambra. Even though we may face challenges, let’s work as a winning team and
combine our efforts to make this organization a turn around success.
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From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
esmith5@twmi.rr.com

I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas. This is a time we reflect back
on our lives and what Alhambra has done this past year. Looking back at
what the caravans have done to make the lives of Gods special people a little
easier.
Looking at the ”Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins” section of the Alhambran
this past year it is easy to see what a great job we’re doing, all the charity
parties, Special Olympics events, circus days and camping to name a few.
Looking back at the hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on a cause we
believe in is overwhelming. We do make things happen and put smiles on the
faces of God’s Special People.
There are thousands of people though out the US and Canada counting on
the Alhambra every day to do what we do, to be there at the finish line at the
Special Olympics, to dance with them, play with them and laugh with them.
This is why we are proud to be an Alhambran.
Every Sir Noble, and now Lady Noble, play a big part in what we do. Active
or not everybody is part of this great organization. Everyone in a small way is
part of every activity that goes on at every caravan. We are in this altogether.
This past year I had the honor to be elected to the executive board. As a first
year member it has been an eye opening experience. There are numerous
challenges that we face and this committee is up to the challenge. From
home office repairs, outdated computer software to membership, everything

is on the agenda, and our Supreme Commander is not going to sit idle.
But we need your help. As I said we are in this together. If we want to continue
to do all of these great things this year everyone needs to put more effort on
membership. We need to let future generations enjoy all the things we have.
But, there is no magic button.
Do you remember show and tell in school? How proud you were show and
tell everyone what you had, this is the same thing. Let’s get out there and
show and tell everyone what we’re proud of, Alhambra. If any caravan large
or small needs help with membership please feel to contact me for ideas, but
it has to start with you. You are the future.
The International Order of Alhambra Biennial 2013 Convention is scheduled
to take place 6/28/2013 through 7/4/2013. As announced earlier, this
convention will be held at the country music capital of the world, Nashville
Tennessee. I have the honor to be appointed convention chairmen. With my
co chairs PVSC Jerry Roux and PSC Roger Reid we are proud to announce
the select of Radisson Hotel at Opryland as our location. We feel is will be a
great place for us and promises to be a great time. It’s never too late to start
planning and getting the word out for this convention. More info will follow.
Myself, and my Sultana Kathleen wishes everyone a blessed New Year. And
remember together we make things happen.

In December of each year ,Carmona Caravan no. 75 sponsors a Christmas Party at Deepwood Center in Mentor Ohio. This party is an annual tradition that spans more
than 28 years. On Friday December 16 the Karmona Klowns entertained more than 160 developmentally disabled adults with prizes, food, dancing and Santa Claus.
Caravan Sir Nobles and Sultanas along with family and friends helping bring happiness to all and exemplifying what Alhambraism is all about.
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During the Great Lakes Seminar on November 25-27 the Saturday Night Dinner was a Costume Party. Below are some pictures from that event. Many
thanks to Mike Kiefer, Galicia Caravan #77, for capturing the fun that was had by all.
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The following is reprinted from the Daily Tribune, a publication serving the citizens of Southeastern Oakland County Michigan.
By Catherine Kavanaugh
Daily Tribune Staff Writer
Alhambras: It has taken a long time, but it is going to happen.
ROYAL OAK — U.S. bishops elevated the church honoring St. Therese of Lisieux, also known as The Little Flower, as a national shrine in 1998, but its recognition as a
historic landmark by a Catholic charitable group is still coming.
“It has taken a long time, but it is going to happen,” Russ Smith of Berkley said of National Shrine of the Little Flower, which has towered over Woodward Avenue at 12
Mile Road since 1931.
The spokesman for the local chapter of the International Order of Alhambra has invited the public to a plaque dedication ceremony that will take place following the
10:45 a.m. Sunday service. The shrine’s designation as an important Catholic place in American history follows an Alhambra ceremony last July recognizing St. Mary’s
of Orchard Lake.
The shrine, one of only five in the country, has been no shrinking violet since its founding by the Rev. Charles Coughlin. His weekly radio addresses reached tens of
millions listeners after he took to the airwaves in 1926 in response to cross burnings by the Ku Klux Klan.
Coughlin went from religious radio addresses to political attacks on communism and American capitalists to anti-Semitic themes. When CBS radio demanded to see his
scripts before broadcasts, he started his own national network. A new post office opened to handle his mail, which reached 10,000 letters a day. In 1942, he was warned
to stop his political activities or be defrocked.
“No politics were involved in approving the plaque for a place with a controversial history,” Smith said. “Our main focus is helping the developmentally disabled so
historic plaques come second.”
The Alhambras had a major convention in Detroit in July and the St. Mary’s plaque was timed to coincide with those activities, added Charlie Steuer of Troy, the shrine’s
groundskeeper and a member of the group.
The Alhambras formed in 1904 and are named after a Moorish palace in Spain where Moors surrendered to Catholics in 1942. The group has installed about 160 Catholic
historic plaques nationally. They agree the shrine’s dedication is overdue.
“The plaque is an abridged history of Fr. Coughlin,” Steuer said. “He started to collect money to build a cross that couldn’t be burned down and now a huge four-story
(shrine) dominates the area.”
Construction of the granite and limestone church occurred in two phases from 1931-36.
“In some respects it’s daunting to work here,” Steuer said. “Everything is so big, industrial and heavy duty but at the same time it is reverent, historical and spiritual.”
When it comes to feelings about Coughlin, he describes himself as middle of the road.
“He was loved by many and hated by many,” Steuer said. “He was like anyone else who stands firm in front of others to make a point. You will ruffle feathers and somebody
is going to get ticked. To me, his efforts were substantial. If he didn’t do all those crazy things, this place wouldn’t be here today.”
Coughlin did halt political activities after the ultimatum from his superiors. He remained parish priest until his retirement in 1966.
“Shrine is a pillar of the Catholic community as a school and church,” Russ said. “Churches are closing left and right but Shrine stands strong. It is packed every Sunday.”
After the Sunday morning service, the Alhambra members of the Sancho Caravan No. 261 will unveil the plaque and provide coffee and doughnuts.
Some Photos of Unveiling of the plaque

Bishop Francis Reiss blessing the plaque

Mass at National Shrine of the Little Flower

SN Charlie Steuer, Sancho
Caravan #261, with the Plaque
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From the Desk of
Executive Director Roger Reid, PSC
Year End Thoughts

far Seven (7) tickets have been returned as SOLD. (Income = $175.00).

My article this month includes my thoughts as concerns the condition Early Bird drawing will be held on May 18, 2012 ($250.00 prize).
of the Order, as I see it. As I write this article the Order has 2,503
members. Since our last Supreme Divan meeting in July 2011 the Order Main drawing for all cash prizes will be held in July 2012 at the Council
has lost 109 members and four (4) caravans have voluntary disbanded. of Viziers meeting in New Orleans.
Membership:

Next Executive Committee meeting – Detroit, February 25th 2012:

As of December 17, 2011 the order consisted of 2,503 members, of Preliminary schedule calls for a meeting of the Executive Committee
which there are: 516 life members, 123 clergy members, 84 At-large on Saturday, February 25th
members, and 17 women members. There are 60 active caravans.
Founder’s Day Mass and Celebration:
2011 Disbanded Caravans:

Musa, #25, Aragon, #65, Osma, #110 and Ibiza, #193

The 2012 Annual Alhambra Founder’s Day Mass and celebration will
take place on February 26, 2012 at: St. Hubert Church, 38775 Prentiss,
Harrison, Township, MI 48045-2652. Mass will be celebrated at 9:30
AM. Celebrant will be Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass, Supreme Chaplain

Executive Committee Meeting:

Scholarship Application and Policy:

The Executive Committee held their last meeting via teleconferencing,
using a program called “GoToMeeting.” Using this method to hold
meetings is very productive and cost effective. Our participation in
GoToMeeting costs $50.00 per month.

The revised and approved scholarship application and policy will be
sent to members of the Executive Committee in January. We will send
the new application to the Grand Commanders and members of the
Council of Viziers. Application will be available to anyone on the
Alhambra web site.

The following caravans have disbanded in 2011:

During this meeting, members of the Executive Committee discussed:
making the Alhambran available on the Internet; bank Accounts; the Scholarship Awards since July 15, 2011:
financial condition of the Order; progress on the solicitation program;
status of the repairs being made to the Home Office in Baltimore; Nine (9) scholarship awards have been made since the convention. All
were in the amount of $1,000.
membership statistics.
Region III		
Region: IV 		
There are eight (8) caravans owing 2011 per capita to the Order. Region V		
Region VI 		
Collectively, these caravans own $11,760 to the Order.
Per Capita Owed:

=1
=5
=2
=1

Alhambra Directory:

Next Council of Viziers Meeting:

As of December 22nd, the 2012 Alhambra Directory is delayed
awaiting the Annual Election of Grand Divan Officers forms from 11
caravans. They are: Ziryab, #52, Bejar #56, Zahara #64, Muret #68,
Braga #114, Ali #134, Mihrab #148, Dar Al Ruse #209, Garcia #230,
Mosara, #260 and Fatima, #265. All Grand Commanders and Supreme
Directors have been notified.

The next Council of Viziers meeting is scheduled for July 2012, in the
city of New Orleans. Details will be announced shortly.

2012 Alhambra General Fund Raffle:

2013 Alhambra Convention and Supreme Divan meetings:
Supreme Scribe Ed Smith, Convention Chairman, advised the
Executive Committee that plans are moving forward in support of the
2013 Alhambra Convention and Supreme Divan meetings. Details as
they become available.

Raffle tickets were distributed to Supreme Directors last October. So
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING

Caravan 0
M/ Jean Deming
M/ Jean Deming
M/ Jean Deming
GC Everett A. Deming
M/M Roy P. Lanza
Mrs. Patricia Plotkowski
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
The Sultanas of Cordova
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson

Unaffiliated
Jack Raferty
Stella J. Parrilla
Iris Cilluffo
Eileen Scanlon
Mr. Patsy Franzello (L)
Genevieve Stoneberg
Kitty Hart (L)
Sr. Mary B. Keane (L)
Sr. M. Elizabeth Mackowiak (L)
Wanda Horbett
Louise Lepkowski
Sr. Rosemarie Kutsko (L)

Caravan 4 Alhamar
M/M Donald Simington Walter Berkley
Caravan 10 Al Kamel
SN Ralph C. Robke Livia DiStasio (L)
Caravan 26
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
M/M Robert C. Robinson
M/M Robert C. Robinson
SN Vincent R. Scibetta
M/M Bill Sullivan
Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Mrs. Lillian Rodgers

Cordova
Elmer Gee (L)
Anthony Manfreda
Wanda Horbett
Jean Barron
George W. Ferrick
Lorraine H. Corcoran
Bejar
Miss Stephanie Torres-fall (L)
Mr.John Kuk-deceased
Mr. Russel Karl
Mr. Stanley Fayfar-illness (L)
Mrs. Joyce Ullrich-bday (L)
Mr. Hubert Werth (L)
PGC Albert De Winne

Caravan 69 Padul
SD James R. Black Shirley Maleski (L)
Padul Caravan #69 Shirley Maleski (L)
Caravan 75
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
SN Frank A. Mass/Family
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
Caravan 77
M/M Lawrence Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
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Carmona
Richard C. Rice, DDS
Gail Sebring
Tommy Dankelson
Galicia
Barbara Plotkowski-Surgery (L)
Genevieve Stoneberg
Harold Ott, Jr.
Sultana Lori Steinberg (L)
Rev. Richard Leo Treml (L)
Sultana Hilda Lozano (L)
PGC Ben Ancona (L)
David Kutyla

Caravan 77 (Cont’d)
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77

Galicia
SN John Srock
SN Stephen Kutyla
Carl Champine
Marilyn Deneweth (L)
Peggy Short (L)
SN Ken Hoskins (L)
SN PGC David Blahey (L)
Sultana Bernadette Miele (L)

Caravan 81 Toloza
SC Andre Beauchamp Theresa Maxie Fodale-death
SC Andre Beauchamp Death of Joan De Zorzi’s Mother
Caravan 84 Ronda
M/M Dominick Pizzulli Diane Stuart
Caravan 104 Porto
M/M William C. Ubbens Colleen Welch (L)
Caravan 114
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
Caravan 126
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
Caravan 133
M/M Robert C. Day
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford

Braga
Eleanor Berra
Dallas Merritt
Thomas Culhane
Joseph Ciluffo
Angeline Lebot
Al Fath
Joseph Quinn (L)
Tony Tanaglia (L)
Dorothy McGlade (L)
Aben Zoar
Nacho Solis
Bob Nevin (L)
Joan Atkins (L)

Caravan 138 Valencia
M/M Anthony A. Valentini Florence Bartal (L)
Caravan 142
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
Caravan 151
Ms. Pam Keklak
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic
Ms. Barbara Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright

Mahdi
Carolyn M. Tenerowicz, PhD.
Josh Fox
David M. Simpson
Richard R. Rosewicz
Patricia L. Rosewicz
Vigo
Bertha Stefanik
Patricia Reich (L)
Agnes Heidenthal
Bertha Annette Stefanik

Caravan 168 Algarva
Algarva/Gerald K. Forster Alice Rombouts

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 24)
Caravan 183
PGC George F. Kline Jr.
Jerez Caravan #183
PGC George F. Kline Jr.
M/M James R. Parks

Jerez
John Schollian
John Schollian
Harvey Groner, Jr.
John Schollian

Caravan 192 El Sheedy
M/M Edward Pogoda Dennis Johansen
Caravan 200
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
Mrs. Joyce Walsh

Abba Koval
Mary Bolen
Michael Hoskie
Daniel Wunderle
Michael Hoskie

Caravan 217
PGC Robert E. Karlek
M/M Thomas W. Kaznecki
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn

Manresa
Bob Johnston (L)
William Pollock
SN Robert E. Johnston
Robert Johnston

Caravan 261 Sancho
M/M Ronald Osinski Danny Wandzel (L)
M/M Peter Palamarchuk Edward Jeskey
Caravan 262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz Caravan
Caravan 298
M/M Robert Fischer
M/M Robert Fischer
PSS Rudolph Mastroianni
PSS Rudolph Mastroianni

Abd Al Aziz
Bernie&Mary Kelly-Happy Anniv (L)
Javier&Carmen Lopez-Happy Anniv (L)
Ed&Frances Ehrhart-Happy Anniv (L)
Kevin Nilles-Happy Birthday (L)
Jim&Jean Nilles-Happy Anniv (L)
Carmen Espinosa
At Large
Marian Pickett
George Warhol
Joseph P. Lorenti-Sr., PGC Mihrab
Claire Roy

The statistics published above come from the financial records of the
International Order of Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received
up to December 20, 2011.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here
please contact the staff at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon
as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any
error is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way to
remember someone who is
sick or who has died.

Friends of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook
The “Friends of St. Francis Camp Cookbook”
is now available for purchase. This cookbook
includes about 170 recipes and several pages of
cooking hints and tips.
The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which
includes a donation to the Order of Alhambra
General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis
Camp along with a note of how many cookbooks
you wish to order and name/address where to ship
it to:
		
		
		

St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121

Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately
upon receipt of your payment.
This fund-raiser will benefit the camp in many
ways including future renovations of the camp in
an ongoing effort to continue to meet the needs of
the campers we hold so dear.

ALHAMBRA
A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO
*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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Algarva Caravan #168 of Grand Bend, Ontario Canada held it’s annual Christmas Party for 81 of God’s Special Children and 35 of their caregivers on
November 23rd at their Alcazar near Grand Bend. They enjoyed the violin stylings and singing of Sultana Roberta Walker after which the Big Man himself
made an appearance to bring gifts to each one of them.
After Santa departed it was time for a pizza lunch followed by singing, dancing and fun by a professional entertainer. At about 2:30 they all departed a
happy bunch with Christmas in their hearts.
The Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Algarva Caravan were happy to have had an opportunity to put smiles on so many faces and, since the crowd is rapidly
outgrowing the Alcazar, the group has decided that next year’s party will have to be held in a bigger hall.
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More pictures from the Algarva #168 Christmas Party
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Diego Caravan #255 Christmas Group Dinner - December 2011

Together we are stronger
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Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5421
Tel: 410-242-0660
Fax: 410-536-5729
Website: www.orderalhambra.org
e-mail: salaam@orderofalhambra.org
PGC Mike Carpenter - Editor
email: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
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