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ATTENTION ALHAMBRANS:
IT HAS HAPPENED…
Catholic women are now eligible to join the International Order of Alhambra.
At the 54th biennial Convention held in Dearborn, Michigan July 11-13, 2011, voting delegates and Supreme
Officers approved the petition submitted by Past Supreme Director, Mike Caligiuri on behalf of the Caravans
of Region VIII (California).
The petition was to change the wording of the governing documents of the Order to read “any Catholic 18
years and older may request membership in the Order.”
Before the vote was taken several members presented their views, for and against this historical change in our
membership. The petition narrowly passed with exactly the required two-thirds majority vote.
As many of you know similar petitions were voted on at the past 3 or 4 conventions and each time failed to
pass. At this convention it was successful. The doors are now open to the ladies!
Prior to the passing of this petition, another petition to change membership eligibility to allow all Christian
males into the Order was presented. After much debate the petition was overwhelmingly defeated, keeping
the Order of Alhambra a Catholic organization.
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There are many details to be worked out by the Council of Viziers, such as wearing of the Fez, how female
members are addressed, changing printed literature of the Order with reference to a fraternal order and, of
course, rewording the governing documents of our Order. This all will happen over time, not over night. So
please be patient, as issues are resolved, articles will appear in The Alhambran.
There are many articles of information throughout this issue that concerns the 2011 Biennial Convention held
in Dearborn, Michigan. Please read this issue carefully and see how the order has changed for the future.
There are also many pictures from the events at the convention. Check them out.
This issue also brings some very good news. We have one new caravan formed in Louisiana, another one in
the wings in Savannah Georgia and, once all the details have been worked out, we may have new Missionary
Caravans in Africa. The Order is growing once more and we all need to do our part in keeping up this
momentum. If each member would go out and invite a friend or family member to join we would once more
be a viable, prosperous organization. Please do everything you can do to keep the ones who depend on us,
God’s Special People, happy and loved.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

The Head Fez Says
by Andre Beauchamp
Andre can be reached by e-mail at
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Firstly, I would like to thank you for the confidence you have put in
me by electing me Supreme Commander of the Order. It is a great
honor, an immense challenge, and a huge mandate to fulfill.
We, my Sultana Danielle and I, promise that we will do everything in our power to succeed.
As I mentioned during our recent convention, we cannot drop those kids that depend on us.
We cannot let them down. An increase in membership is the key to assure the future of our
Order.
The 54th biennial convention held at the Hyatt Regency – Dearborn is over and we have
succeeded in providing a first class hotel, good sleeping rooms, great food package, a
five star hotel and an abundance of fun at our socials and planned activities. By every
measure, our convention was successful. The entertainment provided by the committee was
exceptional and enjoy immensely by all.
All of the planning and coordination is a result of the work of the Michigan Convention
committee under the direction and control of PGC William Marchiori and PSCB Ken Kress.
The committee consisted of Sir Nobles and Sultanas from Region VI and they worked
for two years planning for this major Alhambra Convention. I cannot thank them enough
and want each and every one who contributed and supported our convention in any way
or manner to accept my personal “thank you,” for an exception job. My thanks are also
extended to the many vendors and companies who donated goods and materials in order to
make our convention a success.
I congratulate the newly elected members of the Council of Viziers and wish them every
success during the next two-years of my administration. We have a lot of work to do and I am
counting on your support as we work to get our financial house in order and also to increase
our membership in Caravans. These two subjects are very important to the longevity of our
Order. I have formally appointed Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass as our Supreme Chaplain and
thank him for his support and work for the Good of the Order.
I was pleased and proud to support the efforts of Supreme Director Jim Rigby who proposed
a new Caravan in Louisiana. SD Jim Rigby presented a “Petition for Charter” to the Council

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Gerald T. Roux

Jerry can be reached by e-mail
groux12345@comcast.net

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the delegates
and conventioneers who attended the 2011 convention held in Dearborn Michigan.
The convention committee headed up by PGC Bill Marchiori and PSCB Ken Kress
did an outstanding job of providing those in attendance a great time. I also wish to
extend my gratitude for being elected as Vice Supreme Commander.
While the convention is now over, the real work of moving forward is at hand. Two
issues dealt with membership and the prerequisites for membership. As I have
learned over six Supreme Divans, election results are never a foregone conclusion.
After numerous attempts, women have finally been permitted to join Alhambra.
While some may criticize this, we must all look within ourselves and realize the
Orders principle function is the kids. Beyond this, it is an opportunity for our Order
to grow, an opportunity to garner increased public awareness, and an opportunity to
find new sources of revenue through foundations and grants.
In reality, we have removed what many have called a roadblock to growth. For
those who have put this argument forward, now is the time to prove this true. While
some of this potential growth may come from within (sultanas), opportunities for
new membership will come from areas we have not been able to exploit in the past.
One such is our Scholarship program. Of the scholarships we have presented in
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of Viziers and they in turn awarded a charter for Cortez Caravan, #267, located in Kenner,
Louisiana
During the Supreme Commander’s Ball I thanked our outgoing and new Past Supreme
Commander, Francis Fodale and his Sultana Theresa for completing his two years of service
to the Order of Alhambra.
The Supreme Divan meetings brought forth a new resolution sponsored by Fatima
Caravan #265, Washington, D.C., that gave the Order a new “patroness.” The delegates
approved a resolution that names Our Lady of Fatima as the patroness of the Order of
Alhambra.
Previous issues of the Alhambran highlighted several proposed amendments to the
governing documents of the Order. During our Supreme Divan meetings some proposed
amendments were passed, some failed and some were withdrawn. The most exciting
proposal came from Region VII, California which permits women to join the Order if
they meet the requirements of being at least 18 years of age and being Catholic. All other
requirements of our governing documents concerning membership eligibility remain intact.
I am awaiting the exact transcripts from our Court Reporter before I comment on each of
proposals directly.
I was concerned that all elected positions on the Council of Viziers went uncontested during
the convention. I had hoped that every position would have at least two members running
for each position. My thinking on this matter is that having contested elections make for a
more spirited convention.
I would like to congratulate the members of our Executive Committee who worked diligently
over many months on constructing a 2011-2012 budget that truly represents the financial
condition of the Order’s finances.
We congratulate the winners of the 2011 Alhambra General Fund Raffle. The $2,000 was
Sir Noble, Frank Persyn, of Bejar Caravan #56, San Antonio, Texas. I wish to thank every
member and friends of the Order who purchased a raffle ticket. All proceeds went to the
General Fund which pays the expenses of the Order from convention to convention. Other
raffle winners are listed elsewhere in the Alhambran.
I’m pleased to advise that the Executive Committee will meet on October 14th in Ocean
City, Maryland. We will join the caravans in Regions I, II and III, and others, as they
celebrate their annual Ocean City Alhambra Get-Together, at the Howard Johnson Hotel.
The hotel is located adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean.

the past 10 years, over 95% of the applicants have been women. Educators in the
past could not be included in our membership campaign. Another area would be
spouses of our non catholic acquaintances who are Catholic. I know, as I am sure
many of you do, friends who have supported our organization for years, but were
unable to join because they weren’t Catholic, but their spouse was. Now is the
time to ask them. The reality is Alhambra has been a family organization for many
years, relying on our Sultanas to help a picnics, or dances, or any other function we
have held. Nothing about that has changed other than they may now join our ranks.
From a public awareness and revenue standpoint, it is my belief that an open
membership allows us significant opportunity. I have seen situations where
applications for grants have been denied. One such example was in Manresa’s
attempt to fund an Alhambra House. We made application to a Catholic based
foundation only to be denied funding due to our “male” only membership. It is my
hope that this foundation will now allow us a funding source in the future. We have
had other opportunities to promote the organization through advertising and free
publicity, only to lose those opportunities because of our membership restriction.
While this is just a couple of examples I am sure many of us have had similar
experiences. Those are now gone.
The nuts and bolts of membership though lie with each of you. If you or your
caravan wishes to grow, you will. If you wish to wrap your arms around this
opportunity, you will. It is our responsibility to improve membership by asking
a Catholic to become active in Alhambra. I hope that each member will see this
opportunity and take the time to ask. Membership is no longer limited to our male
Catholic friends, but to every Catholic. Go ask them to join.

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
What a wonderful introduction it was to my first national convention of the International Order of Alhambra. I know this will sound
just a bit self-serving but Michigan did a great job of hosting this year’s gathering. Bill Marchiori and Ken Kress certainly deserve
the lion’s share of kudos for the great job they did as Convention Chairs. They were supported by an endless number of others who
did everything possible to make sure that not a detail was overlooked. As a result, I think that everyone who attended had a great
time: spiritual, social and educational. We were able to spend time together during which we talked, ate, drank, laughed, prayed and
formed a wonderful community of faith and mission for a period of one week.
Certainly the trip to the Solanus Center was even more than we hoped it would be. It was a truly spiritual/educational time when we
were able to be a part of the life of a future saint and part of Franciscan spirituality. The Center (which cost $13.5 million to build)
is dedicated in the name of Fr. Solanus Casey – but the Franciscan love of all God’s creation permeates every inch of the Center. To
spend time at the tomb of Fr. Solanus was a very moving moment and we know that his intercessory power was at work in our midst.
The day before our visit to the Center saw us join with His Eminence, Edmund Cardinal Szoka, at the Chapel of St. Mary’s, Orchard
Lake. Although it is a “chapel” it is certainly larger and more ornate than many parish churches. The welcome mat was rolled out for
us by the faculty, students and staff of St. Mary’s and none of us went away hungry after a true Polish dinner.
Back at the hotel, we were able to spend more than enough time in the “refreshment” room which was open for many hours throughout
the week. These were the times when we were able to come to know each other in a much more informal way and which really
cemented many new relationships.
Naturally, we can not forget the work that was accomplished at the Grand Divan meetings and the respect which members showed to
one another even at the times when there was great disagreement. Charity was the order of the day – as it should be when such a great
organization as the International Order of Alhambra meets together to vision for the future and to conduct the business of the present.
The food and drink were spectacular. Whether it was the first night when we enjoyed a wonderful view of the surrounding area from
the heights of the Hyatt Regency or the full breakfasts which were provided on two of the mornings or the great banquet on the last
evening – it was a time of being with one another and celebrating the work and mission of this great Organization.
Thanks to each of you and all of you who attended. Now the path for the future is set before us and we begin to walk it together – until
we met again in two years in Nashville, Tennessee!
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NEW CANDIDATES
AL KAMEL #10

TOLOZA #81

GEORGE C KUNATH
ALEX MCCULLOUGH
FR.KYLE SCHNIPPLE
GREG WESTWOOD
GREGORY DONOVAN

FERNAND BEAUCHAMP
FRANCOIS BEAUCHAMP
ROBERT BEAUCHAMP
PAOLO DIVITO
CLAUDE SEANOSKY

ORAN #67

AL FATH #126

MICHAEL BUTLER
THOMAS EASTER

CHARLES C REIMENSCHNEIDER

GALICIA #77

ABEN ZOAR #133

DONALD G. KAISER
BRANDON MARCHIORI
WILLIAM MARCHIORI
DEREK M TEMPLETON
DOUGLAS TEMPLETON
SEAN TEMPLETON
JAMES WIETECHRI

JOHN GATT
RONALD SANCHEZ
BISHOP GABINO ZAVALA

SANCHO #261
HENRY GOETZ
ADAM JABLONSKI

JOSHUA JABLONSKI
RON SANFORD
DANIEL TOMASKO
DAVID TOMASKO
LEONARD ZARZYCKI

CORTEZ #265
COREY BROUSSARD
JAMES A. CARROLL
ARTHUR COUVILLION
JOSEPH DE LUCA
DAVID DOLL
ANTHONY A. DUPLESSIS
REV JIMMY JEANFREAU
WAYNE J. MC WHORTER
PATRICK LLOYD
O’CONNOR
GRALYN K. OGRA
VIRGILIO E. SAN ANDRES
JAY ACCARDO
BRENT M. SMITH
LEE SONGY

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you find it
rewarding and fulfilling.
The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

Editors Note: Beginning with the Jan-Feb 2013 issue of
The Alhambran the publication will only be available in
electronic form. This is to help reduce the administrative
costs of running the Order. Each issue is already available
in electronic form on the Order’s Website. All past issues
since I took over as Editor are also there in case you want
to review a former issue.
Well another convention is behind us and, let me tell you, this was one of the
best conventions that I have attended in a long time. The hotel accommodations
were great, the fact that I got to see a lot of friends that I haven’t seen in a while
and the entire package deal was superb. Those that did not attend missed out
on a great time.
Even though it was raining, the trip to the Solanus Casey Center was spiritual.
Msgr Bass did a great job of hosting our trip and the staff of the center did a
wonderful job of taking us back into the life of Father Casey (soon to be Saint).
The center itself is a work of art.
The trip down the Detroit River on the Diamond Jack boat was a view that I
have never seen and I grew up in Detroit. VSC Gary DeCarlo provided all of
the food onboard and he did a great job. SN Russ Smith took us back to the port
with some of the best stand-up comedy that I have ever heard. We even got to
see the Border Patrol in action on the river. SN Rob Woytola provided the music
during our cruise.
The other thing that anyone who didn’t make it missed out on was the Reflections
singing group. They rocked the house on Monday night and everyone who was
there partied liked there was no tomorrow. I got a chance to talk to the band
director and his comment was “Man you people know how to party, especially
on a Monday”. He just doesn’t know how the Alhambrans and Sultanas like to
gather together and have fun.
I am looking forward to the next convention in Nashville. I am confident that
we will see another successful convention.
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Results of Petitions Submitted to Amend the Governing Documents, at Convention
By Executive Director, Roger J. Reid, PSC
The following are the results of the delegate’s voting on Petitions to Amend the
Governing Documents of the Order.
1. Opening membership to all male Christians.
DEFEATED
2. Opening membership to any Catholic 18 years of age or older (meaning catholic
women can join the order, effective August 14, 2011)
ADOPTED
3. Budget to be voted upon by the delegates at Convention.
DEFEATED

15. Sets the symbol of rank for Deputy Supreme Directors and the Editor, as a
Silver Tassel.
APPROVED
16. Allowing all members attending the Convention to vote on petitions instead of
only the representatives.
WITHDRAWN
17. Creation of an Order of Alhambra Auxiliary open to any person over 18.
WITHDRAWN
18. Allowing Caravans to dispense with the initiation ceremony and use the oath of
membership instead.
DEFEATED

4. Deleting the requirement that the Supreme Advocate be a lawyer.
APPROVED
5. Adding a new Standing Committee to help transition the order from a fraternal
order to a charitable order.
WITHDRAWN
6. Changing the deadline for payment of per capita from 90 days after March 1st
notice to 30 days before disbanding the Caravan.
APPROVED
7. Change the per capita billing date to September with a due date of November 1st.
If not paid within 30 days after Nov 1 the Caravan will be disbanded.
APPROVED
8. To set the Administration Fee for the Charity Fund at 30% of the revenues
received each year.
ADOPTED

19. Requiring each Caravan, within 180 days following the Convention to establish
both a website and an e-mail address.
WITHDRAWN
20. Creation of another body to which persons not eligible to become an Alhambran
can join.
DEFEATED
21. To split the funds held in the Charitable Fund into 2 funds, one half to a new
Charity Fund and the other half to an Operating Fund.
TABLED TO A NON-SPECIFIED TIME
22. Requiring the VSC to appoint one or more representatives in each district to be
in charge of recruiting.
DEFEATED
23. Change from persons who are developmentally disabled by mental retardation
to persons who are intellectually disabled.
WITHDRAWN

9. Limiting “free” clergy members to one per Caravan.
APPROVED
10. Requirement that each Caravan be sent one General Fund Raffle ticket per 5
members and that the Caravan will be required to pay for ALL tickets sent to them.
DEFEATED

24. Basically the same as #21.
WITHDRAWN
25. Eliminates the broken service requirement of an additional 25 years of
membership to become a Life Member.
APPROVED

11. Same as #4
WITHDRAWN
12. Limiting convention votes to one per every 25 members or portion thereof and
the requirement that a delegate be present and registered in the convention hotel for
each block of votes. If there are not enough delegates based on membership blocks
then voting shall be restricted to 25 votes per delegate regardless of the size of the
Caravan.
DEFEATED
13. Establishing the per capita by the delegates at Convention in a convention year
and by the Council of Viziers in a non-election year.
WITHDRAWN
14. Setting of the Agenda order for Executive Committee meetings.
WITHDRAWN

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596

26. Caravans permitted to establish a charitable not-for-profit organization that
would permit families, individuals as well as families with dependents having
intellectual disabilities.
WITHDRAWN
27. Within 90 days, upon a majority vote of the Council of Viziers, dissolve the
Order and restructure it as a charitable not-for-profit organization and present the
plan to the 2013 Supreme Divan meeting.
WITHDRAWN
There is also a resolution which was not a petition to name “Our Lady of Fatima”
as the heavenly protectress of the Order, along with our present heavenly protector,
St. Francis of Assisi.
APPROVED

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the officers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. July/August/September/October
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596
5. Volume 55, No. 4
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THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC Will Cubbedge
What We Have Done and What We Have Failed To Do
I am going to have to make some changes to this feature since the conclusion of
business in Dearborn. Not because I’ve changed my mind. Far from it. My resolve
to see true reform in the Order has only been hardened by those days of communion
with my brother Alhambrans. Rather, I have to make changes because I, for some
reason, was elected Supreme Advocate, and I fee that it is not my place to make
policy statements apart from the Council of Viziers during my term in office.
However, I feel comfortable giving a short synopsis of what happened in Dearborn
and, very importantly, what did not happen in Dearborn. Among the things that
we did accomplish were (a) the admission of women into the Order, and (b) some
important reform of our fiscal policy. Both are important, but (a) dwarfs (b) in its
implications. My brother Alhambrans, by the slimmest of margins, by expanding
membership to include women, voted to permanently and irrevocably change the
fundamental character of the Order of Alhambra for reasons that are still unclear
to me. The elation of the pro-co-ed Alhambrans was tempered by the upset and
shock of the anti-co-ed faction, and the ramifications of the decision of the Supreme
Divan will be felt for some time to come. I encourage all Alhambrans, for the sake

of the unity and peace of the Order, to neither gloat nor sulk. We have a great deal
of work to do to ensure that the Order’s character and cohesion are preserved in the
wake of this change.
We also failed to do some things, much to my own shame and regret. In sum,
every reform proposal that I submitted to the Supreme Divan was defected, again
for reasons that remain unclear to me. However, I have no doubt that every man
on the floor voted in good will and accord, keeping in mind the Good of the Order
and following his own best informed judgment. I hope that we can meet again in
Nashville with a new plan to make substantial changes to preserve and protect
the Order into the future. I hope you will work with me in this regard as the next
Supreme Divan meeting approaches.
I am probably going to hand off the writing of this column in the near future to a
man who shares my point of view on most Alhambra-related subjects. It has been
my pleasure and my privilege to write “The Fez Sez” for the past two years. I think
that I have contributed something worthwhile to the continuing conversation that
is dear to the heart of every Alhambran, and I hope to do so in my new capacity as
Supreme Advocate.

Deadlines for the next five issues are
Issue Date
November/December
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August

Deadline Date
October 20
December 20
February 20
April 20
June 20

Press Date
November 1
January 1
March 1
May 1
July 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let you
know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiff format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed
to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26 Buffalo NY
The Caravan held the 42nd Annual
Cantalician Center Picnic on June 15th. A
fund time was had by all.
The Caravan participated in their Annual
Memorial Mass on May 17th.
This
was a wonderful turnout and prayerful
experience for all in attendance. They thank
Celebrant Fr. Michael Uebler and Chairman
Christopher Hull and his committee for this
memorable event.
This year is the 100th Anniversary of the
Caravan. Contact GC Robert Robinson to
congratulate them on this wonderful event.
They will be holding an Anniversary Party
on October 8th at Ilio DiPaolo’s Restaurant,
Blasdell NY. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
at 6pm. Plan to attend if you can with RSVP
to GC Robinson or PSV Sam Yannello.

the Moskaluk’s would not only be seen at
every single hospitality room, they opened
them, they bartended, they replenished
hors d’oeuvres, they entertained, and they
cleaned up at the end of the evening with a
smile on their faces. They were a blast and
they were what makes being an Alhambran
fun. Thanks to Carol’s persistence, the
Sultanas of Garfield Heights are alive and
well and growing as we speak. Now, Carol
has joined Jerry up above and the fun will
continue. We will miss her smiling face and
her giggle. Please remember Carol and her
family in your prayers.
The Carmona Poker Tournament is
scheduled for October 7th. Be there or be
square.
The Caravan will be participating in the
Italian Festival with the rest of the Ohio
Caravans on September 22nd.

Bishop Winter who was collecting on behalf
of St. Anthony School Programs along with
Leanne Bloor representing McGuire Home.
Also the Pitzer family, representing Special
Olympics, attended. See the next issue for a
group photo of the presentations.
Tai #125 Garfield Heights OH
The Caravan will be hosting the Region V
meeting on September 14th at the BrooklynParma K of C Hall.
The Caravan will be participating in the
Italian Festival on September 22nd.
The Caravan sponsors Bowling Days for
God’s Special Children ages 12-16 at the 7
Hills Lanes. They start in September.
Mahdi #142 Willoughby OH
The Caravan changed the name of the Tripe
Dinner to Italian Festival. It will be held on
September 22nd at Borally’s. Tickets are
$40 and are available from GC Martin Ryan.

Darro #29 New Orleans LA

Wamba #89 Cumberland MD

The Caravan will be holding their Annual
Picnic for Special Citizens on October 6th.
They are looking for volunteers to help out.

The Caravan congratulates Fr. Bernard
Finerty for celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of his ordination to the Priesthood.

SN Jim Call was recently named Faithful
Navigator of Greco Assembly K of C 4th
Degree.

The Caravan participated in the “Hogs on
the Mall” on August 19th.

The Caravan will be participating the Region
V meeting hosted by Tai #125 on September
14th at Brooklyn-Parma K of C Hall. Cost
is $15.00 for dinner and camaraderie.

Porto #104 Northern VA

Algarva #168 Grand Bend ONT

The Caravan has come up with a unique
fund-raiser. Well actually it is the Grand
Commander Leo Alonso who is the subject
of the fund-raiser. He has agreed to lose
pounds for charity. The Caravan is taking
pledges per pound that he loses which will
go to Porto Charities. His goal is to lose
40 pounds by his daughter’s wedding in
December. Carmen DiPlacido, President
of Porto Charities, Inc. has already pledged
$20.00 per pound to get him started. Contact
GC Alonso with your pledge and words of
encouragement.

Don’t forget that the Caravan will host
a Volunteer Appreciation Fish Fry on
Thursday, August 25th beginning at
6:30 p.m. Plan on attending, you are all
volunteers. Our monthly meeting will be
held after the fish fry.

The Caravan participated in the God’s
Special Children Mass on August 7th at St.
Francis Xavier Church in Old Metairie.
Oran #67 Biloxi MS
The Caravan hosted the inaugural Picnic in
the Park on June 26th. See pictures of this
event elsewhere in this issue.
Carmona #75 Cleveland OH
The Caravan is sorry to report the death
of Sultana Carol Moskaluk. Carol was the
president of the Sultanas of Garfield Heights
and was a staunch supporter of all Alhambra
activities regardless of the sponsoring
caravan’s name. Carol’s husband Jerry
passed away in 2004. Together, Jerry and
Carol were known as Mr. & Mrs. Hospitality.
They both passed at an early age, but they
certainly had fun beforehand. Back in the
days when Alhambra activities flourished,

Jaen #131 Butler PA
The Caravan congratulates the new SD
Patrick Umbra and welcomes his new ideas
for the success of the region.
The Caravan participated in their Presentation
Dinner on August 7th. Attending was

installation of Officers for the fraternal
year together with a very delicious dinner.
The Sultans also had their installation of
Officers. PSCBG S.N. Joseph Saar presided
at the installation ceremonies. We were
able to generate some funds for our Charity
Fund.

The Caravan will participate in the Annual
Retreat to St. Peter’s Seminary in London
ONT on November 12th.
Dar Al Ruse #209 Dallas TX
We are happy to report that our Grand
Commander S. N. Terry O’Brien is
recovering nicely from his fall and has
resumed most of his daily activities.
However, he still faces a few challenges.
He will need our prayers for a complete
recovery.

In December 2010, Dar Al Ruse Caravan
No. 209 and their Sultanas sponsored the
Christmas Party for the Notre Dame School
Children including a Santa Claus. The
Children were very excited and appreciated
their gifts from Santa Claus. In January,
2011, the Sultanas of the Caravan held their
annual Bingo Night as a fund-raiser. They
were generous in donating some of the funds
received to the Caravan’s Charity Fund.
In February, 2011, the Caravan held their
Founders Day Mass with Chaplain Rev.
Loyd Morris including, as part of the Mass,
some History and information on Alhambra
and our Order. A luncheon followed.
In May, 2011, five sir nobles and four
Sultanas and Chef Toby O’Brien and
his crew cooked and served over 200
hamburgers with snacks for the Children
of Notre Dame School. The luncheon and
award ceremony was for students who
participated in the Special Olympics. They
received their metals they earned. Parents
and friend also attended.
Dar Al Ruse Caravan No. 209 is very proud
of their support of the Order’s General Fund
Raffle by purchasing 18 tickets (almost 50%
participation of the current membership).
Sultanas also participated.
Caravan No. 209, with the assistance of the
Order’s Charity Fund (matching program),
contributed $1,500 to the Notre Dame
School to assist in covering a $100,000
“shortfall” for the School’s financial needs
for the school year ending June, 2011. A
benefactor of the School also did a matching
policy up to $50,000 and thankfully they
have covered the full shortfall. Of course,
the Alhambra’ total participation amounted
to $3,000 as a result of the matching. Later
in the year, the Sultanas will have their
“Bakeless” Sale to generate funds for their
Charity endeavors.

In November 2010, the Caravan had their
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Alhambras seek to help ‘God’s Special Children’
Reprinted from Michigan Catholic with permission
July 13, 2011
By Robert Delaney
Dearborn — Developmentally disabled children and adults go camping, go to dances, take part in all sorts of sports and activities thanks to the efforts of members of the Order of the
Alhambra.
“Our mission is to put smiles on God’s special children,” explains Edward Smith, the Alhambras’ Supreme Director for Michigan.

Outgoing Supreme Commander Frank Fodale (left) shakes hands with his successor, incoming Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp last Sunday during the Order of the Alhambra’s
international convention at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn.
About 250 delegates (“Sir Nobles”) from across the United States and Canada, plus their wives (“Sultanas”) gathered at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn July 9-13 for the 2011
international convention of the Order of the Alhambra, a Catholic men’s fraternity founded in 1904.
Smith, a member of St. Fabian Parish in Farmington Hills, says the Alhambras have more than 600 members in Michigan, mostly in the metro area.
It was at the Alhambras’ last Detroit convention, back in 1959, that they adopted their purpose of serving the developmentally disabled. Since then they have pursued that objective both
through special events, like taking them to the circus or on picnics, and by long-term commitments, such as building and operating Alhambra Houses — group homes for those who can
no longer be cared for at home.
Three of those homes are in southeast Michigan — in Clarkston, Romulus and Pittsfield Township.
The Alhambras’ St. Francis Camp on Goose Lake, in the Irish Hills, makes it possible for 60 developmentally disabled children or adults to enjoy fishing, boating, hiking, crafts and other
activities each week from June through September.
The Alhambras also provide scholarships for students training to work with the developmentally disabled.
Because the Alhambras’ local units, called caravans, meet in parish facilities or at other Catholic institutions, rather than trying to maintain their own halls, “100 percent of our charity
money goes back into the community to support the developmentally disabled,” Smith says.
But as much as he likes to see the developmentally disabled children enjoying themselves, Smith says, “The biggest thing that really gets me is the look on the parents’ faces as they see
their children having fun.”
Cliff Dake, a fellow Sir Noble and member of Holy Family Parish in Novi, suggests that part of the parents’ joy comes from seeing that “somebody loves their child the way they do.”
And Dake says the parents of those who go through the St. Francis Camp experience “are just overwhelmed to see the growth that takes place,” explaining that campers often acquire new
abilities.
Frank Fodale, the Alhambras’ outgoing Supreme Commander, who was to yield the helm of the international organization to his successor Wednesday, acknowledges that recruiting new
members is a challenge.
“We have membership problems, like every fraternal organization, but we do a lot of good, so we don’t worry too much about numbers,” says Fodale, a member of St. Patrick Parish in
White Lake Township.
Andre Beauchamp, incoming Supreme Commander, says a top goal will be “more Alhambra Houses — there’s a need everywhere in the U.S. and Canada.”
“The parents of every developmentally disabled child worry ‘What will happen to my child when I die?’” says Beauchamp, a member of St. Leopold Parish in Laval, Quebec.
Fodale says a big attraction of the Alhambras is the personal involvement members have with the developmentally disabled: “Some groups raise money and write checks. We raise money
and do things.”

Editors Note: St. Francis Camp can only accommodate 35 campers per week, not 60 and the camp operates each week from June through August.
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045
(H) 781-925-0609 (C) 617-984-9533
grizzwall1@aol.com
I would like to thank the Michigan Council of Caravans for their great hospitality
given to the membership at the recent convention . It was great seeing old friends
again. The programs and dinners were fabulous. My best wishes to the new board
and I’m looking forward to working with them as we start this new term.
The new changes to the constitution will be dealt with. It is everyone job to bring
in members, not just a few dedicated members. It’s up to all of us to save the Order.
I’m very happy to have worked with many dedicated members on this .

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: Patrick Umbra
33 Meyers Court
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
(H) 570-822-3597
mbra4326@msn.com
Abd Er Rahman Caravan #1 Brooklyn, NY
Abd Er Rahman will hold their Lenny Assante annual picnic on September 17, 2011
at Dawson Manor in Queens. This year they expect over 150 God’s special people
and guest.
Attending this years convention in Dearborn was Tom Leaver GCh and Sultanas,
Eileen, Cecilia and Lucille.
Alhamar Caravan # 4 Wilkes Barre, PA

Best wishes,
Tom

Are you moving? If so, don’t
miss the next issue of THE
ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN
MEMBERS
Send your label and change of
address to:
International Order of
Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore,
MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

The Caravan will have their annual festival August 13, 2011 at Exaltation of the Holy
Cross Picnic grounds the Buttonwood Section of Hanover Township. The Caravan
sir Nobles and Sultana’s serve over one hundred developmentally disabled and their
staff. The menu is hot dogs, hamburgers, sweet corn, soda, ice cream and gifts. The
Sir Nobles and Sultana’s start about 10:00 am peeling corn and setting up the stoves
and stands with condiments. There will be two honorees this year Francis and Kathy
Kennedy our previous leaders for the past 6 years. Francis usually was the buyer of
the food and Kathy was the buyer of the gifts for the last 6 years.
At the August meeting Alhamar Caravans #4’s Grand Commander usually appoints
the Immediate Past Grand Commander as chairman of the nominating committee and
all Past Grand Commanders are on the committee. Then in October the Immediate
Past Grand Commander conducts the election of the Grand Commander when
elected he takes over the rest of the election hoping he gets a full divan.
Cordova Caravan # 26 Buffalo, NY
Robert Robinson GC and several divan members attended this year’s convention
in Dearborn, MI. and said there will be reports given by the delegates’ on the
new Supreme Officers and the Al Sunna changes. He also said the Alhambra year
is coming to an end and he will be appointing a nominating committee to select
qualified and dedicated members to serve on the Grand Divan. He is asking members
to put their names in contention and use their expertise to move the Caravan forward.
Al Fath #126 Levittown, PA
Al Fath #126 is again holding their annual Thanksgiving event at Cape May, NJ with
the goal of supporting God’s Special Children’s activities. The event takes place on
Friday November 25, Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th at the Grand Hotel, NJ. The
objective of the weekend is to create a greater spirit of camaraderie between all
Caravans, share ideas, increase membership and activities. For more information
on the Cape May event you could write Larry Brinkmann, 1094 Hallowell St.,
Hartsville, Pa. 18974-1015.
Jean Caravan #131 Butler, PA
Jean Caravan #131 will hold their presentation dinner on August 7th 4:30 pm at
Michael’s Lake Arthur Restaurant 970 New Castle Road, Butler PA 16001. Slated
to attend is Bishop Winter, who will collect monies on behalf of St. Anthony School
Programs. Leanne Bloor will be there to update us on how the funds we contributed
to the McGuire Home were used in the past year.
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Regional News

Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

I want to offer a tip of the fez and a deep salaam to all the members of the
Michigan Convention Committee. This committee did a stellar job from the hotel
accommodations, the opening mass, plaque presentation, all the venues and the
Supreme Commanders Ball making everyone in attendance feel welcome and doing
what every they could to help attendees enjoy themselves.
Now is the time to roll up the big banner for the next two years and put our support
and prayers behind the new Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp and the Council
of Viziers so their leadership will only improve the Order of the Alhambra.
Alcala #16
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Ozarowski family upon the passing of their
lovely wife and mother. Connie was the wife of Grand Commander and Past Executive
Director Tony Ozarowski. Connie was a dedicated Sultana and past President of the
Alcala Sultanas, Inc. She will be truly missed.
Padul #69
Padul had a nice contingency of Sir Nobles and Sultans attending the 54th Biannual
Convention in Dearborn led by Grand Commander Joe Beck.
Padul members provided and served 500 meals at the Special Olympics on May 7th.
The caravan held its annual Memorial Mass on May 15th at Holy Trinity followed
with a breakfast at the Knights of Columbus and a trip to the cemetery.
June activities included the Sultanas of Padul having a yard sale on Saturday, June 4
at St. Pius Church parking lot. On June 25, all caravan members enjoyed their annual
Bull Roast at Skip Miller’s house.
The next caravan meetings are scheduled for August 18th and September 15th at the
VFW.
The Sir Nobles and Sultanas are looking forward to the Ocean City Reunion in
October.
Porto #104
On Saturday, August 6th, Porto will hold a party/cookout at Lake Anne.
Thursday, August 11th there will be a divan meeting at 7:00 PM and PCI meeting at
8:00 PM in the OLGC classroom.
On Sunday, October 2, members will be attending the Bishop Loverde’s Disabilities
Awareness Mass at 5:00 PM at St. Thomas More Cathedral. A reception will follow
the Mass.
The 4th Annual Porto Charities Golf Tournament will be held on Friday, October 7,
in Haymarket, VA.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

Sir Nobles and Sultana’s, I am honored and humbled to again be elected as
Supreme Director for Region IV for this up-coming term of 2011-2013. I
will do everything in my power to ensure that your trust in me will not be
misplaced. My vision for this term is four fold:
First, I plan to develop a better communications with all caravans within my
region.
1. Have least monthly contact with each Grand Commander.
2. E-mailing out a quarterly newsletter to each Caravan within my region.
3. Hold at lease one regional meeting each year for training and information
sharing.
Second, maintain closer communications with all Supreme Officers
1. Use e-mail more frequently.
2. Call other Supreme Directors to discuss issues as they arrive.
3. Maintain communications with at least one Supreme officer each month.
Third, aggressively encourage each caravan to bring in at least two new
members over their losses.
1. Discuss financial benefits to recruiting (Supreme Incentive Program).
2. Offer to help do membership drives in each caravan.
3. Motivate Caravan Leaders to WANT to succeed and advance.
And Fourth, utilize my Deputy Supreme Directors more frequently
1. Expect each Deputy Supreme Director to personally recruit at least one
new member each year.
2. Expect each Deputy Supreme Director to keep Grand Commanders aware
of upcoming reports and deadlines.
3. Expect each Deputy to focus on motivating each of his caravans to recruit.
If you have any questions or comments for me, please know that I am your
representative to Supreme. It is because you have voted for me to be on the
Council of Viziers that I represent and work for you. If you need me please
feel free to e-mail me at “alhambraregion4@gmail.com” or you can reach me
at (228) 435-5665. If I don’t answer, please leave a message and I’ll return
your call.

Regional News

Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518
(H) 757-583-0284 (C) 757-641-3269
jrbbab39@msn.com
Carmona Caravan #75

Summer Olympics Field Day – We celebrated our 45th year of sponsoring Camp
Happiness fun for children with disabilities at Lincoln Park on July 29th. We have
been involved in planning this event since 1966. Camp Happiness was started by
our own Sir Noble, Bill Tighe.
Our Steak Roast was held Jul 18th at the holy Family Home. Mass was celebrated
by Father Marflak, O.S.B., followed by a brief meeting and dinner.
Mark your calendar – its official. The Italian Festival (formerly known as the
Tripe Dinner) will be held on Thursday, September 22nd.
It’s time to start locking in dates for our 2011 Canister Drive.
Tai Caravan #125
We are sponsoring 4 more bowling days for Mentally Disabled Children ages 1216 at Seven Hills Lanes. It will begin again in September.

Carmona Caravan 45th Camp Happiness

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Richard A. Sosin
19739 Ingram
Livonia, MI 48152
(H) 248-471-2389 (C) 734-765-2100
regionvi@ymail.com

I would like to begin by thanking the convention committee on behalf of S.S Ed Smith
and myself, all the caravans in Region VI, Plaque Chairman PSC Jim O’Halloran,
Singage Chairman Ben Ancona, Information Chairpersons Stan Walewski III and
Lou and Pat Schnieder, Hospitality Chairpersons Dick Sosin, Jerry Susalla, Russ
Smith, and lastly the Man who Helped me the most Leo Osinski. Entertainment
Chairmen Gary DeCarlo and Cliff Dake, Eric Griffin who set the web site for the
convention, Publicity Chairpersons Mike and Julie DePodesta, Transportation
Chairpersons Russ and Paula Kreinbring, Volunteer Chairman Ed Skop, Decorations
& Flowers Chairwoman Kathleen Smith, Regional Treasurer Harry Denweth and
Lastly Convention Co-Chairpersons Bill and Edie Marchiori and Ken and Pat Kress.
Kudos to all.
I would like to extend an invite to the Great Lakes Seminar November 25th thru 27th.
A good time will be in store for all who attend. More info will be coming.

Bon Voyage & See Ya All In Nashville
The Alhambra 54th Biennial Convention was held July 9th – July 13th at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn, Michigan. After fifteen months of meetings
and preparation we were gratified to hear compliments from the Sir Nobles and
Sultanas as they were leaving the hotel to return home.
Michigan was selected to host the 54th Convention at the 52nd Biennial Convention
that was held in Montreal. I would like to thank Andre Beauchamp and Roger Reid
for giving Region VI this prestigious opportunity. After experiencing and learning
from the efficiently run Montreal (2007) and San Antonio (2009) Conventions, we
created a dynamic, enthusiastic Michigan Convention Team. This dedicated group
was spearheaded by the members of the Michigan Council of Caravans, PSD
Ron Kaczorowski, SD Ed Smith and the Michigan Caravan Grand Commanders
and Supreme Officers and was supported by a Sultana Activities Committee and
numerous sub-committees. This group of approximately thirty Sir Nobles and
Sultanas were able, from the rumors I’ve heard, to help the Order of the Alhambra
accomplish a successful convention. My sincere Al Salaam and “Tip of the Fez”
to all the Michigan Convention Committee members. All you guys and dolls were
fantastic!
That being said, without a doubt, in my opinion, the success of the 54th Biennial
Convention was secured when Ken Kress agreed to be my Co-Chairman. I can
not thank Ken, his Sultana Pat and, of course, my Sultana Edith, enough for their
constant support and efforts. You made Michigan and me look great!!
Kudos to all the Sir Nobles and Sultanas who attended the convention. I hope that
you had a pleasant stay and enjoyed our Michigan hospitality. I prayed for your
safe return home and I wish you good health. I look forward to being with you at
the 55th Biennial Convention in Nashville, Tennessee. Peace and God Bless!
PGC Wm. L. Marchiori
Michigan Convention Chairman
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Joe B. Cortinaz
950 CR 770
Natalia, TX 78059
(H) 830-665-6217 (C) 830-832-0268
joebcortinaz@wildblue.net

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Chris Braun
PO Box 1010
Idyllwild, CA 92549
(H) 303-319-6550
cbraun18@gmail.com

Bejar #56 (San Antonio, TX) This summer the Caravan had a very
successful zoo trip for God’s special children. There were 700 kids in
attendance who enjoyed a great day of fun and food. Bejar Caravan also
had a great skeet shoot and barbecue. Their hundred dollar raffle held
during the skeet shoot was a great success. At the skeet shoot there were
over 150 sir nobles and guests in attendance. At this time the Caravan has
five applications for membership.
Dar Al Ruse #209 (Dallas, TX) Grand Commander Terry O’Brien is
slowly recovering but is doing much better.
Alva #91(Brownsville, TX) is making plans for a corporate mass on August
14th. The Caravan is planning their annual golf tournament which will be
held in August.
Baza #78 (Corpus Christi, TX) The Caravan had a very successful fish fry
and silent auction during the early summer months. The Sir Nobles are
making plans for their monthly communion mass with their sultanas. The
mass will be held at St. Pius Catholic Church.
Guadalupe 234 (El Paso, TX) The Caravan held a picnic in June (The
Summer Games Begin). Vice Grand commander Tom Michael gave the
invocation and the 4th degree Knights of Columbus presented the colors.
In attendance were members of the El Paso Police Department, Sheriff
Department, Border patrol and the mayor of El Paso was also in attendance.
Guadalupe #234 is planning a recruitment drive in September.

As California’s newest Supreme Director I sincerely want to extend a tip of
the fez and a well-deserved THANK YOU to our Immediate Past Supreme
Director, Mike Caligiuri, for his years of leadership. Under his guidance
the California Caravans have continued to be effective in their mission and
have maintained a social and fraternal coherence throughout the state. I
am confident that the Caravans of Region VIII will continue to grow and
flourish in pursuit of their continuing work for God’s Special Children. A
few of the Caravans have also successfully placed plaques memorializing
Catholic Historical places. The successes of Region VIII are a result of all
our Alhambrans working together. This is so important as no one person
can accomplish great things alone.
A very low Salaam is also due to the Michigan Caravans for a very
diversified, well planned, and fun filled 2011 convention. The Order of
Alhambra now begins a new page in their history. At our 54th biennial
convention in Dearborn, MI the criteria for membership has now been
expanded to welcome ANY qualified catholic over the age of 18 to join
us in our quest to support God’s Special Children. I am looking forward
to this being a springboard to many fantastic things for the Order in the
future.
In the months to come, I will be including the calendar of events for the
Caravan’s of Region VIII in this column. This will assist those Alhambrans
who may be traveling from other Regions to join us by participating in our
activities when they are in the area. The success of our Order depends on
support from all Alhambrans. I hope to meet many of you as you include
the west coast in your travels.

From the Supreme Scribe Ed Smith
Eddie can be reached by e-mail
esmith5@twmi.rr.com

First I want to thank everyone who came to the convention here in Michigan. I know that you had a great time and it was largely due to the hard work of the committee.
They have worked for over 15 months to provide you a great time that you will not soon forget and I think they exceeded all expectations. Great job team!!!
I want to say it is a great honor to be elected to the office of Supreme Scribe. Al Sunna says that my responsibilities are to keep records of the proceedings of the Supreme
Divan, Executive committee and Council of Viziers meeting. But, the position is more than that; I will be part of the Executive committee that is charged with the
operations of the order and decisions that will affect the future. With changes to Al Sunna this past convention we will have our work cut out and it has already started. I
believe that with my 20 years experience in this great organization, I can make rational decisions and be a vital part of the committee and this order.
On behalf of my Sultana Kathleen and myself, thank you for instilling the trust and I will not let you down.
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Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Gilles Benard
346 West Acres Crescent
Dollard des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1 Canada
(H) 514-626-1627 (C) 514-291-2675

g.benard1@videotron.ca
BRAVO MICHIGAN
Yes BRAVO to Michigan for making the 2011 convention a big success. A
special tip of the fez goes to PGC Bill Marchiori Chairman of the Michigan
Convention Committee, PSCB Ken Kress Co-Chairman and all Sir Nobles and
Sultanas involved in the work necessary to make this convention a real success.
This convention will be remembered as the first one with officers being elected
without any opposition but most important was definitely the petition concerning
the possibility for a woman to become a member of the Order. This petition was
successful when 46 votes out of 68 were voted in favor thus making more than
the 2/3 majority necessary for this petition to be adopted.
The impact of this change is as follows:
a) A married couple. The man is a member as a Sir Noble with a Sultana not
being a member. There is no change.
b) A married couple. The woman is a member and the husband is not.
c) A single man. The man is a Sir Noble. There is no change.
d) A single woman. She can join as a member.
e) Widow. A man or a woman will be required to join, to continue membership,
if their spouse’s member has passed away.
Even though no decision has been officially taken concerning the title to be given
for a woman admitted in the Order rumors at the convention talked about a Noble
Lady and a Sultan if the married man is a non member.
Another big event for members of Region IX was that for the first time in the
history of the Alhambra one of its members became the Supreme Commander.
All members of our Region are with me to wish our new Supreme Commander
Andre Beauchamp a very successful mandate. Andre we are very proud of you.
Our Region will have a 2nd Alhambra house. The Alhambra House Committee has
recently approved a loan of $100,000 which will be repaid in equals installments
over the next 20 years. Without this help the project wouldn’t have taken place.
It pays to increase membership. Region IX was awarded the first prize of $1,000
for showing the biggest percentage increase of members. The check had to be
remitted to the organization of our choice and we have chosen L’Amitient as
this House has done great efforts to improve the quality of living of our special
friends.
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Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Jim DeZorzi
8438 Defore Dr RR2
Grand Bend, ON N0M 1T0
(H) 519-243-1683 (C) 519-282-0059
regionx@execulink.com
First let me say that it is an honour to be chosen as the Region’s Supreme Director
to follow in the footsteps of PSD Ken Blain. Ken worked hard for the Region
and on your behalf I thank him for his dedication and service.
This is a busy time for some of the Caravans in the Region:
Seneca #109 – Belleville, ON
They are planning for their Annual Pilgrimage to Martyr’s Shrine, Midland, ON
on the weekend of Sept. 9-11. Contact PGC Jim Cooper at doins@bell.net for
further details.
Alcazaba #162 – Hamilton, ON
This Caravan has nothing to report.
Algarva #169 – Grand Bend, ON
July 1 They participated in the Grand Bend Canada Day Parade in Grand Bend,
ON
July 9 They held their 22nd annual Golf Tournament, their biggest fund-raiser
at Sandhills Golf Resort, Northville, ON. There was a full house of 218 golfers
and over 100 sponsors.
In August (5-7) they invite all Sir Nobles and Sultanas and their friends to attend
Fun in the Sun Weekend. This weekend will be held at the only Alcazar owned
by a Caravan in the whole Order. For further information contact PSC Gerry
Forster at gforster@execulink.com
On August 18th they will host over 80 of God’s Special Children to a boat ride
out of Sarnia, ON on the Duc d’Orleans.
Ibiza #193 – Scarborough, ON
This Caravan has no activities planned.
Garcia #230 – McGregor, ON
On July 9th they held a client boat ride in La Salle, ON
Their Golf Tournament was on July 13th. I have no information about how
successful it was but know it would have been great..
Region X
A Council of Caravans Meeting has been called for 9 a.m. on August 7th at the
Alcazar of Algarva #168, brunch to follow.
Region X now has a website where you can get all the up-to-date news about the
Region. It is www.regionx.biz Please pay it a visit once in a while. Our e-mail
address is regionx@execulink.com

Now is the time, now is the hour.
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Supreme Officers visit St. Francis Camp on the Lake
Saturday July 9

Mass and Plaque Dedication
Sunday July 10

Caravans

Pictured above are some of the Supreme Officers, Sultanas and camp staff as all
visited the camp and receive information about the operation of the camp

SC Frank Fodale hosts a pre-convention social at his home in Commerce
Township MI

Jim Rigby, Supreme Director of The International Order of Alhambra along with members of the local Oran
Caravan chapter, presented two scholarships in the amount of $1,000.00 each to Tiffany Hart and Jammie
Warren on behalf of the International Order of Alhambra Charity Fund Inc. Tiffany is a student at William
Carey University and is working towards her Masters Degree in Organizational Counseling. She is the
director of Biloxi Community Homes and Biloxi Industries which is an industrial work program for the
developmentally disabled. Jammie is a student at University of Southern Mississippi and is working towards
her degree in Social Services. She is also working at Biloxi Industries

Pictured left to right:
GC Rhett Maynard
VGC Gerard Darnell
Jammie Warren
Tiffany Hart
SD Jim Rigby
SN Michael Butler

The Alhambran 14

in Action

Convention pictures from Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
Monday Night 50’s/60’s Party with The Reflections

Opening session of the Supreme Divan

Visit to Solanus Casey Center

Wednesday Night Supreme Commander’s Ball
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Region III (Continued from Page 10)
Osma #110
Osma celebrated the Marian Prayer Day at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Rock Springs with
the rosary and mass followed by a caravan meeting and a reception at the Piraino’s home.
A caravan meeting was held July 20th at the Beaulieu’s home with Grand Commander Fr.
John Kowaleski as the host.
I’m sorry to report that the last official function of Osma #110 Caravan will be on September
21st. The final event of Osma Caravan will be the annual Memorial Mass at the Shrine of
Our Lady of Rock Springs at 4:00 PM on Wednesday, September 21 followed by dinner at
the Outback Restaurant.
Osma Caravan of College Park, Maryland was chartered in 1956 with their first Grand
Commander Francis R. Milford. This caravan has been extremely devoted to the Catholic
Church especially to the Sacred Heart Chapel. Osma was involved with forming the Prince
George’s County Special Olympics and has been sponsoring this event for many years.
In recent times Fr. John Kowaleski, Steve Piriano and Rich Beaulieu were the glue that held
Osma Caravan together. These members all served multiple terms as Grand Commander.
Steve Piriano served two terms as the Regional Director for the State of Maryland. Fr. John
will continue to serve as the Chaplain for Region III.
I would be remiss if I did not mention a good friend of mine and member of Osma Caravan,
PSC Tom Kelley. Tom is one of the few Alhambrans who served in almost every office on
the caravan level to the Supreme Commander.
To all the Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Osma #110, I wish you well in the new caravans you will
be joining and I personally give you all a profound Salaam for all the pride and dedication
you have given to the Order of the Alhambra. Osma Caravan will always be remembered
as one of the great caravans in Maryland. God Bless all past and present members always.
Wamba #89
On April 30th, the caravan held its annual 200 Club Raffle at SS Peter & Paul Parish Hall.
The Allegany County Special Olympics was held on May 7th, sponsored by Wamba who
also supplied the manpower for this all day event.
On May 19th, a Divan meeting was held at Wamba’s Alcazar followed by catering the
Western Maryland Distributing Picnic on May 22nd.
The monthly caravan meeting was held on June 4th, followed with a Brown Tassel ceremony
with 2 new members brought in. On June 10, 11, 12, Cumberland held its annual Heritage
Days with Wamba selling their famous Italian Sausage. This activity was followed by the
annual Troop #89 Boy Scout picnic with food being provided by the caravan members.
The 54th Alhambra Convention was represented by Grand Commander Gary White, PGC
Tom Farrell, PGC Russ Lease and Supreme Director of Region III Mike Stakem and Sultana
Diane.
On July 21, a Brown Tassel Ceremony and Divan meeting was held. Five new members
were brought into the Order. This brings the total of 12 new members so far this year.
The month of July will end with Wamba providing the food and drinks for the Friends Aware
Social Committee picnic.
Wamba will cater the Hunter Douglas Picnic on August 3rd. The caravan will have its
annual caravan picnic at Stafford’s Camp on August 6th followed by Wamba selling their
Italian Sausage at the “Hogs on the Mall” event in downtown Cumberland.
Fatima #265
It was wonderful to have Grand Commander JP Mikolajczyk, Ryan Mullan, John Jankowski
and Will Cubbedge at the convention. Fatima has one of the youngest memberships in our
Order and being around these guys just uplifts your spirit!
This is an invitation to anyone who would like to attend the Ocean City Reunion on
Thursday, October 13 thru Sunday, October 16. This event will be held at the Howard
Johnson Oceanfront Plaza on 12th Street in Ocean City, Maryland. For reservations please
call 1-888-465-3451 and be sure to let them know you are with the Alhambra for special
pricing.
A Region III meeting will be held Saturday, October 15 at 10:00 AM at the Howard Johnson
Plaza Hotel meeting room.
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OCEAN CITY
ALHAMBRA GETTOGETHER
DATE: THURSDAY OCTOBER 13-14-15
PLACE: OCEAN CITY, MD,
HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL
1-888-465-3451
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
PSC ED FIORELLA
757-362-9225
VISIT THE NEWLY OPENED OCEAN
CITY DOWNS CASINO 10 MINUTES
FROM THE HOTEL
PADUL 69 WILL AGAIN SPONSOR THE
HORSE RACING IN THE HOSPITALITY
ROOM
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY A FUN
WEEK END- EVEN IF THE WEATHER IS
BAD
WE HAVE A GREAT TIME WITH
FELLOWSHIP AND REMEMBERING ALL
THE GOOD TIMES WE HAVE HAD
WAMBA CARAVAN #89 HAS
AGAIN AGREED TO HOST THE
HOSPITALITY ROOM THIS YEAR IN
OCEAN CITY MARYLAND AS THEY
HAVE IN THE PAST
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
MEMBERS OF WAMBA CARAVAN

Region IX (Continued from Page 13)

GREAT LAKES SEMINAR 2011

French Version
BRAVO MICHIGAN

Make plans now to attend the Annual Great Lakes Seminar
Maumee Bay Resort
Oregon, Ohio

Oui BRAVO MICHIGAN pour faire de la convention 2011 un gros succès. Un tour
du chapeau va au PGC Bill Marchiori Président de la Convention au Michigan,
PSCB Ken Kress Co-Président et à tous les Nobles Sires et Gracieuses Sultanes
impliqués dans le travail nécessaire à faire de cette convention un réel succès.
On se souviendra de cette convention comme de la première au cours de laquelle les
officiers ont été élus sans aucune opposition mais ce qui est encore plus important
est la proposition qui permettait aux femmes de devenir membre de l’Ordre.
Cette proposition fût accepté lorsque 46 votes furent votés en faveur sur 68 ce qui
représentait plus que les 2/3 des votes requis pour que la proposition soit adoptée.
L’impact de ce changement est comme suit :
a) Couple marié: L’homme est membre comme Noble Sire et sa Gracieuse Sultane
n’est pas membre. Aucun changement
b) Couple marié: La femme est membre mais le mari ne l’est pas.
c) Homme célibataire: L’homme est membre comme Noble Sire. Aucun changement.
d) Femme célibataire: Elle peut joindre comme membre.
e) Veuf ou veuve: Un veuf ou une veuve devront se joindre à l’Ordre si leur conjoint
membre est décédé.
Même si aucune décision n’a officiellement été prise concernant le titre d’une
femme admise dans notre association des rumeurs à la convention parlait de Noble
Dame et de Sultan pour l’homme marié non membre.
Un autre évènement important pour les membres de la Région IX fût que pour la
première fois de l’histoire de l’Alhambra un de ses membres devenait Suprême
Commandeur. Tous les membres de la Région se joignent à moi pour souhaiter
au nouveau Suprême Commandeur André Beauchamp un mandat de très grande
réussite. André nous sommes tous très fier de toi.

November 25 - 27, 2011
Contact Supreme Director Richard Sosin for reservations and
cost for the weekend
Friday night has a lot of activities
Saturday morning is a get-together to learn new ideas
for all Grand Commanders, Vice Grand Commanders,
Caravan Chamberlains and Scribe of the Exchequer
The resort provides 2 nights stay, all meals for Friday Night,
Saturday Morning, Lunch and a Costume Party Theme dinner
Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to visit with your fellow
Alhambrans from throughout the Midwest
Call Dick now - 248-471-2389 to reserve your space

Necrology

Notre Région aura sa 2e maison Alhambra. Le Comité des Maisons de l’Alhambra
a récemment approuvé un prêt de 100,000$ à la Maison Dagenais qui sera repayé
en versements égaux sur une période de 20 ans. Sans cet aide ce projet ne se serait
jamais concrétisé.

PADUL #69

Thomas C. Magner

Reon Hillegass

MANRESA #217

GALICIA #77

Robert N. Hodson

C’est payant d’augmenter le nombre de membres. La Région IX s’est vu décerner
le premier prix de 1,000$ pour le plus gros pourcentage d’augmentation de ses
membres. Le chèque devait être remis à l’organisme de notre choix et nous avons
choisi l’Amitient car cette Maison a fait de gros efforts pour améliorer la qualité de
vie de nos amis protégés

Gerald Short
John Wolfe

BEN ZIRI #218

Sultana Vivian Lange Dies
Long time friend of all Alhambrans, Sultana

ABEN ZOAR #133

Roy J. Crawford
Louis P. Pelland
Angel G. Tirona

Charles T. Day

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

Vivian Lange, wife of Past Supreme Vizier, Paul
Lange, Jr. passed on to her eternal reward on
March 10th. Vivian was the epitome of Southern
Pride and a gracious host to all members of Order
and especially the Council of Viziers during visits,
meetings and conventions in the New Orleans area.

NOTICE
Please insert this notice in the current (2011) listing of Past Supreme Officers.
PSA JACK B. SIMS (Dorothy) 210-341-4951
101 Glentower Drive
San Antonio, TX 78213
E-mail: bobsims@flash.net

She will be greatly missed.
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From the Supreme Chamberlain Vince Braun
Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

PER CAPITA POLICY & PROCEDURES
This policy and procedure is written to detail the required changes in the per capita assessment and collection for the International Order of Alhambra.
At the 54th Supreme Divan meeting held in Dearborn, Michigan on July 13, 2011 the delegates approved a change to Al Sunna to move the date that per capita
is assessed to the caravans from January 1st to September 1st of the fiscal year.
This change effectively moves the per capita billing from being six months in arrears to being three months in arrears. It also requires changes to the process of
when and how per capita is assessed. This change was made as an attempt to being the revenues of the Order more in line with its fiscal year. Hopefully this will
allow for better budgeting and planning.
This change only moved when per capita is assessed and due. The amount of per capita itself is still set by the full Council of Viziers in July of each year. In
convention years this is done at the Council of Viziers meeting held immediately following the close of the Supreme Divan meeting.
The following procedure is to be used to establish, invoice and collect per capita:
The Secretariat shall provide, to the Grand Commander of record, a membership roster on or before August 1st of each year.

The Scribe of the Exchequer of each Caravan shall adjust Caravan membership, purging any deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions. The Scribe of the Exchequer
will return the adjusted rosters to the Secretariat by August 31st (postmark). Any Caravan not returning an adjusted roster by the dead line will be invoiced per
capita based on the roster of record at the Secretariat and will be responsible for the full amount of that invoice.
The Secretariat will, on September 1st, invoice each Caravan the established per capita based on the adjusted rosters. The invoices will be in US Dollars.
The Caravans will be responsible to pay the invoices in full by November 1st.

Any Caravan not paying the full invoice by November 1st, will be mailed a “Demand for Payment” from the Secretariat. This demand will be sent to divan officers
of the Caravan. If per capita and assessments are not paid within 30 days of the issuing of the demand the Caravan will be disbanded by official notification to the
Grand Commander and Scribe of the Exchequer, by certified mail.
Special Circumstances in Per Capita payments for fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 only:
At the Council of Viziers meeting held July 14, 2011 per capita was set at $60.00 (US) per member. The Council of Viziers is well aware of the impact not only the
change in the due date but also the increase of per capita could have on some Caravans. Therefore the following payment schedule and discounts were approved
when setting the per capita. This will apply to the 2011/2012 fiscal year only.
Payment Date			
Discount per member			
Dues per member
January 2012				$ None					$ 60.00
December 2011			$ 2.00					$ 58.00
November 2011			$ 4.00					$ 56.00
October 2011				$ 6.00					$ 54.00
September 2011			$ 8.00					$ 52.00
Caravans not paying per capita by January 2012 will be mailed a “demand for Payment”.
Respectfully Submitted
Vince Braun
Supreme Chamberlain
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Algarva #168’s Fun Day 2011
On June 15th, in Alvinston, Ontario, Algarva Caravan #168 and Lambton County Developmental Services teamed up to give an opportunity for over 400 of God’s Special People to get together
in teams and compete with one another in a laugh-filled day of games, scavenger hunts, dancing, and, of course, lots of food and non-alcoholic camel’s milk.
The day began at 9:30 am with team registration. Teams of up to 12 came from various sheltered workshops, group homes and day centres in a tri-county area. Each team was issued with a
tie-died tee shirt in a distinctive color and pattern which were a big hit.
Games started at 10 am and teams competed by moving through 16 game situations, two teams at each station. Points were earned and tallied at the end of the day.
A lunch break was provided and everyone feasted on a pizza lunch (113 large pizzas were served).
The games continued in the afternoon until about 3 pm when the teams were given an opportunity to work on the scavenger hunt.
At 4 p.m. the assembled group head into the arena for an impromptu dance while they waited for the highlight of the day, the awards banquet.
The banquet saw 450 people sitting down to chicken, beef, potatoes, corn, beans, salad, tea or coffee and cherry or chocolate cheese cake for dessert.
Winning teams were honored and everyone went home happy after thanking the over 50 volunteers made up of Sir Nobles and Sultanas from Algarva #168.
This was the 9th annual Fun Day, an event that was started by the then Grand Commander of Algarva #168, Frank Devet.

Grand Commander Ron Surma presented a $2,500 donation from Galicia Caravan
#77 to Carolyn Weidenback of Mary’s Mantle, a Catholic residential home for
expectant mothers to assist her in her mission of helping homeless and abused
pregnant women. Mary’s Mantle is the only residential home for expectant
mothers in the Metro Detroit Area approved by the Archdiocese of Detroit

Kaitlin Knupp receiving a $1,000 check from the Alhambra Charity Fund presented by
International Scholarship Chairman Ron Kaczorowski (left) and a $1,000 check from
Galicia Caravan Charity Chairman Dave Lahey (right). Galicia, when funds are available,
matches the approved scholarship requests from the Supreme Office. Kaitlin is in her
senior year of study at Central Michigan University to become a teacher of children with
Down’s Syndrome
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UNVEILING OF THE PLAQUE
Rev. Vincent A. Lapomarda, S. J.
Chairman, Historical Memorials
Order of Alhambra
July 10, 2011
Introduction:
When historians study the role of religion in any society, they try to determine the extent to which it has contributed to its development. In considering the role of
Catholicism in American society, one gains understanding of it by finding out how a particular church or religious institution has contributed to (1) religious freedom, (2)
the immigrants, (3) social justice, (4) Catholic education, and (5) interreligious dialogue. In considering these five areas, it will be possible to see how the Orchard Lake
Schools have contributed to the development of American culture, religion, and society in the United States.
1. Religious Freedom:
First, how have the Orchard Lake Schools contributed to the development of religious freedom? Although a proper answer to this question would require a total review
of the history the Orchard Lake Schools, the lessons of American history recall how Catholics have been discriminated against in the history of the nation in violation
of their political and religious liberties. Fortunately, 125 years ago, there came upon the local scene Reverend Jozef Dabrowski who declared in founding the Orchard
Lake Schools: “The better a person is educated, the better they enjoy liberty, and the better citizens they become in America.” In that single sentence, the founder of these
schools, whose monument stands here, had summarized how they have contributed not only to religious freedom but also to political freedom.
2. The Immigrants:
Secondly, how have the Orchard Lake Schools contributed to the welcoming of the immigrants? The schools have offered a choice of an education that would prepare
students for the enriching the life of the Catholic Church in the United States. By assisting in the Americanization of the immigrants, especially those of Polish descent,
these schools have prepared American citizens for a representative democracy where they have been able to defend the nation in war and enrich it in peace as evident
in those who have served in the armed forces of our nations, especially as military chaplains. Although the schools were primarily devoted to the education of Polish
candidates for the priesthood, they have widened their embrace since the Second Vatican Council to provide degrees for those of other ethnic and racial groups of
immigrants.
3. Social Justice:
Thirdly, how have the Orchard Lake Schools contributed to the spread of social justice? Certainly, the best evidence of this is the dedication that Catholic schools in
general have to the social encyclicals of the Roman pontiffs. In the old system of education, when philosophy was at the core of much of Catholic higher education, the
social teachings of the popes on such matters as a living wage, health insurance, the eight-hour day, civil rights, and other related matters constituted the substance of
what was being taught in the pursuit of social justice from the high school to the graduate level. And this was true of the Orchard Lake Schools which gave its students a
foundation in an ethic that would guide them to act morally and responsibly in society. With such a background, the graduates of the Orchard Lake Schools have moved
into the professions and became the businessmen, doctors, judges, lawyers, politicians, as well as priests who help to shape a just society through the power of religion.
4. Catholic Education:
Fourthly, how have the Orchard Lake Schools contributed to the extension of Catholic education in the United States? Perhaps the best answer to that question is to look
at the support that these schools have provided for Catholic education in this area of the United States. In the late nineteenth century, they provided an education that
enabled the descendants of Polish immigrant to influence American religion and culture. Growing, with the passage of time, from a seminary into a school of graduate
education they have become a distinguished center of education in Michigan and have reached out to a diverse population and have even became coeducational. Not
unlike their sister institutions elsewhere, the Orchard Lake Schools have supported Catholic schools as its graduates helped to staff the parochial school system and to
assure that students, whether or not they were members of the Catholic faith, were trained not only in the principles of democracy but above all in the building up of
character. Located northwest of Detroit, on the campus of the former Michigan Military Academy, the Orchard Lake Schools were reorganized in 1927 according to the
guidelines of the State of Michigan for educational institutions so that the operation at Orchard Lake was divided into three separate schools: St. Mary’s Preparatory, St.
Mary’s College, and Saints Cyril and Methodius Seminary. Today these schools constitute “A Prestigious Center of Faith, Culture, and Excellence.”
5. Interreligious Dialogue:
Fifthly, how have the Orchard Lake Schools engaged in the interreligious dialogue with persons of other religious beliefs and practices? Clearly, in its long history of one
hundred and twenty-five years in providing Catholic education, the Orchard Lake Schools, like other institutions of the Catholic Church have been engaged in dialogue
with the various branches of Christianity. While Christians can agree with Jews and Moslems on the basic principle of love of God and love of neighbor as a unifying
force among those who believe in the one God of Abraham, the attitudes, beliefs, and practices of both lay and religious leaders among the Christians in Michigan, where
Roman Catholics are particularly strong, constitute serious issues on the road to church unity that appear as difficult to surmount among Christians as the issues with
those who are not Christians. Nevertheless, there is common ground among the Christian groups just as there is between them and the non-Christian groups with the
possibilities open for dialogue based on economic, political, and social challenges that face all peoples regardless of ethnicity, gender, nationality, race, or religion. To
achieve change, there is great hope so long as the dialogue is marked by civility, hospitality, and respect.
Conclusion:
Therefore, in reviewing what the Orchard Lake Schools have contributed to freedom, the immigrant, social justice, education, and interreligious dialogue, they have
significantly enriched American civilization through spreading Polish culture and Roman Catholicism by accepting the challenges of defending freedom, of welcoming
the immigrant, of spreading social justice, of extending Catholic education, and of engaging in dialogue with those who belong to other religions. Consequently, I am
very honored, as Chairman of the Committee on Historical Memorials for the International Order of Alhambra, to unveil this plaque proclaiming the Orchard Lake
Schools a national Catholic historical site.
(See Page 21 for the Plaque)
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St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Dick Sosin
In a week St. Francis Camp will shut the doors on another successful season,
having welcome over 200 campers this year. It was not without problems
though. When the season began we thought that there wouldn’t be more
than 150 campers, which would have made this year one of the worse in the
history of the camp. With a lot of effort from the members of the Board of
Directors we were able to scout out more campers and bring the numbers up.
I wish to thank all of the members of the board for their hard work this year
and the winter season last year. I have not only seen a huge improvement in
the vision that the camp brings to our campers but also a large involvement
in the members of the board. They have gotten together and decided that
this camp will remain the gem of Michigan for years to come. They see
what I have seen for years, this camp provides the best service to God’s
Special People and gives them a week of enjoyment that they would never
have without this camp. Kudos go out to all of the members of the board
and their individual caravan members who volunteer their time to keep the
camp going.

I also want to thank the Supreme Officers who visited the camp during the
convention. I know that they thoroughly enjoyed the time they had at the
camp and left with a wealth of knowledge about how St. Francis Camp
operates and provides for those less fortunate than ourselves, the mentally
handicapped children and adults who attend camp each year. I hope that they
go back to their own regions and help to promote the camp even more. All
that we ask of any member of the Order is to try and find more people who
wish to send a camper to us or to do whatever they can to keep St. Francis
Camp in operation for many years to come. You can find more information
about sending a camper or donating the funds necessary by visiting our
website - www.saintfranciscamp.org.
In closing I am personally looking forward to 2012 and all of the improvements
that are being planned to give our campers a week that they will never forget.
Thank you for all you do.
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Order of Alhambra
Council of Viziers Meeting
Hyatt Regency
Dearborn MI
July 9 & 10, 2011
1. Opening of the Session:
Meeting opened at 9:00 AM July 9, 2011 by Supreme Commander Francis Fodale.
Opening prayer has lead by Supreme Chaplain Msgr. Bass.
The International Pledge was lead by Supreme Director Ken Blain.
2. Roll Call of Officers:
Supreme Chaplain			
Reverend Msgr. Ricardo Bass
Present
Supreme Commander			Francis Fodale 			Present
Vice Supreme Commander		
André Beauchamp		
Present
Supreme Scribe				Vince Braun			Present
Supreme Chamberlain			Gerald T. Roux			Present
Supreme Advocate			Donald Sauviac			Absent
Acting Supreme Advocate			Jack Sims			Present
Supreme Director Region I		
Thomas Wall			
Present
Supreme Director Region II		
J.R. Black			
Present
Supreme Director Region III		
Michael Stakem			
Present
Supreme Director Region IV		
Jim Rigby			
Present
Supreme Director Region V		
Carl Majewski			
Present
Supreme Director Region VI		
Edward Smith			
Present
Supreme Director Region VII		
Henry Kenneson Jr.		
Present
Supreme Director Region VIII		
Michael Caligiuri			
Excused
Supreme Director Region IX		
Giles Benard			
Present
Supreme Director Region X		
Kenneth Blain			
Present
Executive Director			Roger Reid, PSC			Present
International Director			Michael Carpenter		Present
3. Reading of the Minutes of the previous meeting:
Supreme Scribe Vince Braun reported that the minutes of the previous meeting were published in the Alhambran and moved that they be accepted as published. The motion was
supported by Supreme Director J.R. Black and was passed.
4. Communications:
There were no communications presented at this time.
5. Reports of Standing Committees:
Supreme Commander Frank Fodale reported that he had asked all committee chairmen to submit a written report. All these reports were received and have been distributed today. S.C.
Fodale reported on the activity of the Executive Committee and submitted a written report.
Vice Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp reported on the Membership Out-reach Committee. VSC Beauchamp stated that, since the last convention, we have lost over 300
members. VSC Beauchamp reported that 48% of the caravans have less than 25 members each. This represents 20% of the membership of the Order. VSC Beauchamp stated that we
did bring in members in some areas and announced the winners of the outreach program as follows: Region 10 with 11% increase, Region 3 with 9.3% and Region 6 with 7.9%. The Sir
Nobles that brought in the most new members were: Will Cubbedge and Andre Beauchamp.
Executive Director Roger Reid submitted a written report on Publicity and Public Relations.
Vice Supreme Commander André Beauchamp said he was happy that we were finally here at the 2011 convention and congratulated the Michigan convention committee for their hard
work.
Reverend Father Vincent Lapomarda, S.J. commented on his written report, highlighting difficulties with regard to the dedication of a plague by Algarva Caravan # 168 honoring St.
Andre Bessette.
Reverend Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass reported on behalf of the Scholarship Committee. Msgr. Bass reported three changes to the scholarship program: 1) The scholarship will be offered,
not only those training as teachers but also those training to assist the disabled such as social workers or psychologists. 2) Propose that this committee no longer be a standing committee
but an ADHOC committee. 3) All scholarship applications will now go through the Executive Directors office to be coordinated with the ADHOC committee chairperson.
The Alhambra House Committee chairman PSV Sam Yannello submitted a written report stating that there have been no requests for funds for Alhambra House projects.
6. Reports of Special Committees:
The Alhambran Committee chairman and editor Mike Carpenter submitted a written report. S.C. Fodale thanked Mike for his hard work.
(Continued on Page 23)
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Order of Alhambra
Council of Viziers Meeting
Hyatt Regency
Dearborn MI
July 9 & 10, 2011
(Continued from Page 22)
Al Sunna Committee: Supreme Commander Frank Fodale reported that he had appointed Past Supreme Advocate Jack Sims to assume the duties since we have not received any
communication from Donald Sauviac. Past Supreme Advocate Sims reported that he has reviewed the petitions and was ready to discuss them. PSA Sims reported that there are
petitions that should be handled by the Council of Viziers and not by the Supreme Divan. There was discussion about the convention rules. Executive Director Reid stated that he had
prepared a set of rules and asked that they be submitted on the convention floor. He also asked if Roberts Rules of Order would be used to govern areas not covered by the convention
rules. PSA Sims stated that he considers Roberts Rules to prevail in areas not covered by a specific rule. PSA Sims discussed several of the petitions that will be presented at the
convention. He stated that some of them may be out of order because they should be handled by the Executive Committee or the Council of Viziers. Others were similar to each other.
Executive Director Reid reported on the publication of the 2011 directory and recommended that the publication be continued.
Supreme Chamberlain Jerry Roux reported on the investments of the Charity fund. He reported a year to date from July 1, 2010 through June 27, 2011 return of 4.3% or $128,226.00.
The investments comply with Al Sunna with 50% being in Government back securities. He stated that we did establish the corpus of the Charity fund at 1.75 million. The current value
of the Charity fund stands at a balance of 3,059,078.00.
Supreme Scribe Vince Braun reported on the Matching Funds Program. The use of the program by the Caravans as increased slightly. SS Vince recommended that the program be
adopted as a permanent program with the matching funds being made at dollar for dollar with the same $500.00 maximum. Supreme Director Region X Ken Blain motioned to make
this a permanent program. The motion was supported and passed. The dollar for dollar match will be taken up in the charity meeting.
Operation Cover-Up Chairman William Nichols submitted a written report. The report recommended that literature be produced and included with packages to new members. Executive
Director Roger Reid commented that he can get a color brochure. Supreme Chamberlain Roux stated that this is already in the Charity budget.
Past Supreme Commander Ed Fiorella presented a report of the Program Review Committee. The recommendations of the committee were reviewed. There was discussion about the
need to present the recommendations to the convention. PSA Jack Sims stated that the Council of Viziers has the authority to act on these recommendations. All of the recommendations
of the committee with regard to the standing committees were accepted with the exception of the recommendation to discontinue the Publicity and Public Relations Committee. This
committee will continue. The recommendations on special committees were left to the discretion of the new Supreme Commander.
Past Supreme Scribe Rudolph Mastroianni was not present but submitted a written report on behalf of the Web Site Committee. There was discussion about publishing the Alhambran
newspaper exclusively on the web site.
Supreme Director J.R. Black reported on the lack of progress on the youth programs committee. It will be up to the new Supreme Commander to determine how this committee will
proceed.
7. New Business
Supreme Commander Frank Fodale thanked Past Supreme Advocate Jack Sims for accepting the duties of the Supreme Advocate for the convention.
There was a brief discussion about a general fund raffle for 2012. Supreme Chamberlain Roux motioned that we conduct the raffle with the same details as the 2011 raffle. This motion
was supported and passed.
Supreme Chamberlain Jerry Roux reviewed the financial reports for the general and charity funds. There was discussion on the reporting of the split of expenses between the general
fund and charity fund for the meetings. It was agreed that these corrections will be made as of June 30, 2011. Supreme Chamberlain Roux presented budget proposals for the general
and charity funds for fiscal year July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012. There was extensive discussion on the proposed budgets. It was agreed to adjust the budget amounts for the
meeting expenses to show equal entries of $9,000.00 on each. It was also agreed to adjust the management fee from the charity fund to an amount of $17,000.00. Jerry will make the
discussed changes. A motion to accept the budgets as adjusted was supported and passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Vince Braun
Supreme Scribe
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will benefit and be remembered in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Caravan 0
Ms. Carole Martin
Pat/ Barbara Plotkowski
Marilyn Robinson/Family
The Sultana’s #26
Mrs. Frances Tupper
M/M James Paxitzis, Sr
M/M Charles St. John
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Marge & Patty McMahon
Patricia/BarbPlotkowski
Ms.Patricia Cademartori
SN Raymond J. Bader
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Thomas F Boland Funeral H
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Mrs. Joyce Walsh
The Sultana’s of Cordova
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Marge/Patty McMahon
Ms. Patricia Cademartori
Mrs. Helen Chellis
M/M Roy Lanza
The Sultana’s of Cordova
Caravan 1
Ms. Kathy Assante
M/M George R. Kelly
M/M George R. Kelly
M/M George R. Kelly
Mr. Andrew. Kelly
Caravan 4
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr.
SE Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
M/M Donald Simington
Alhamar Caravan 4
SE Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
SD Patrick M. Umbra Jr.
M/M Thomas M. Dugan
M/M Thomas M. Dugan

Unaffiliated
Stanley Tytko
Darlene Jergovich-health (L)
Alvera Robinson
Alvera Robinson
Roy Crawford
Stanley A. Tytko
Stanley A. Tytko
Dorothy Kostura
Louise Forcier
Veronica Wortman
Marie Connolly
Joseph Maratta
Sr. Mary Joseph, CSSF (L)
Barbara Anne Rosenblatt
Bertha Fedore
Rev. Robert W. Kline
Barbara Kossowski (L)
Paul Gallmeyer (L)
Roger Furey
Marie Connolly
Constance M. Ozarowski
Salvatore Arena
Mary Matlock (L)
Abd Er Rahman
William Kesner
David Hudson
Joseph D’Ambrose
Mary Downs
Mary Downs
Alhamar
David Spak
Russell Sager
Emil A. Goyreb
Margaret Eitler
Thomas Keeney (L)
Lawrence J. Decker, Sr.
Connie Ozarowski
Sophie T. Rostock
Rosalie Dugan (L)

Caravan 10 Al Kamel
GC James H. Chapman Betty Stratman
Caravan 16
M/M Elmer J. McFadden
Alcala Caravan 16
M/M F.Edward Maas, Jr.
M/M William N. Le Brun, Sr.
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr.

Alcala
Stanley Tytko
Leo Dudek
Antonio J. Sciuto
Connie Ozarowski
Connie Ozarowski

Caravan 25 Musa
Musa Caravan #25 Fr. Joseph Sasso (L)
Musa Caravan #25 Patsy Capizzi
Caravan 26
M/M Robert C. Robinson
Cordova Caravan 26
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
PSV Samuel J. Yannello
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
SN Ronald J. Gaglione
M/M Ronald J. Gaglione
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
Cordova Caravan #26
Cordova Caravan #26
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
GS Christopher J. Hull
Cordova Caravan #26
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Cordova
Susan M. Labarbera
Roger Hart (L)
Ralph Handley
Susan LaBarbera
Alvera Robinson
Alvera Robinson
Alvera Robinson
Jim Arnone
Dr. William Smith (L)
Joseph Francesone (L)
Dr. William Smith (L)
John Harzynski (L)
Shirley N. Rasp
Rosemary Bauer (L)
Vincent Scibetta (L)

Caravan 29 Darro
A L Abila-Darro Caravan SN Don Gautreaux
Caravan 55
M/M John A. Kaslow
M/M John A. Kaslow
M/M Clement Ceglarski

Aurora
Thomas Maselli
Robert MacFarlane
Catherine Malitoris

Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Mrs. Lillian Rodgers
Dr/M. Antonio Flores
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Ms. Betty Flores
M/M Michael Persyn
M/M Michael Persyn
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich
M/M Dennis B. Ullrich

Bejar
Mrs. Kyle Flores-Surgery (L)
Mrs. Joyce Gebhardt-health (L)
Mrs. Joan Coward-surgery (L)
PSC Stanley Tytko
M/M Dan Tuschak-50th An (L
Dr. Antonio Flores-B-Day (L)
Mrs. Eleanor Bretsch-b-day
Dr. Antonio P. Flores - b-day (L)
Braden Michael Echtle
Michael/Ashley Echtle Family (L)
Mrs. Joyce Gebhardt-b-day (L)
Betty Flores-b-day (L)
Raymond Danysh

Caravan 68 Muret
Muret Caravan 68 Irwin P. “Bro” Wilbert
Caravan 69
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69
M/M James R. Black
Padul #69
Caravan 75
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
MM Bryan P. Westfall
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
MM Joseph M. Mandula
Ms. Nancy Fisco
Mrs. Nancy Fisco
Dr/M Anthony LoPresti
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
MM Bryan P. Westfall
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M. Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Dr/M Anthony LoPresti
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr./M Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr./M Mario DiGeronimo
Caravan 77
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Robert E. Plotkowski
M/M Leon A. Merecki
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
M/M Robert E. Plotkowski
Galicia Caravan #77

Padul
PSC Stan Tytko
Charlotte Briggs
Charlotte Briggs
Reon G. Hillegass, Jr.
Reon G. Hillegass, Jr.
Carmona
Robert C. Kamps
Stanley Tytko
Carol Moskaluk (L)
PSC Stanley A. Tytko, PH.D.
Mrs. JoAnn Alesci (oriti)
Stanley Tytko
Stanley A. Tytko
Nora Richie
Catherine A. Mausser
Alfred A. Schiliro
Michael J. Reimer
Andrew L. Stockmaster
Maurice J. Cancasci
PSC Stanley Tytko
James Clark
Gregory J. Waters
Brian R. Bundy
Robert E. Hunter
Anna Pietracatella
Amy Adams
Kathleen Kess (L)
Galicia
Andy Giambona
Norman Cozza
Ruth Marx (L)
PSC Stanley Tytko
SN Matthew Cebulski (L)
Sul. Betty Nicholls (L)
Sul. Delores Bilicki (L)
SN Richard Bilicki (L)
Veronica Wortman
Kara Wilhelm
SN Jerry Short (L)
SN Gary Mahoney (L)
SN John Wolfe
Donna Joan Monas
SN Gerald Short
SN Jerry Short

Caravan 84
M/M Dominick Pizzulli
M/M Dominick Pizzulli
Ronda Caravan 84
Ronda Caravan 84
M/M Thomas J. Marriott
M/M Sabih A. Lawrence
M/M Edward J. Scheer

Ronda
Margaret Pace (L)
Michael Agvarfo
SN Roy Crawford
Charles Day
Charles Day
Dr. Clement F. Serkis
Roy Crawford

Caravan 89
M/M Edward R. Seward
Ms. Sally Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward

Wamba
Robert Hobrock
Margaret Cowan
Mary McMahon

Caravan 104
PSV William C. Fuchs
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
M Billie Lansbury
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
Billie Rothgeb
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
Billie Rothgeb

Porto
PSC Stan Tytko
William T. Clark, Jr.
Evelyn Williams (L)
Catherine Flannery (L)
Paul Lansbury
Paul Lansberry
Doris Lansberry
Roger E. Furey
Zylpha S. Buettner
Roger E. Furey
Constant J. Rosis, Jr.

Caravan 110 Osma
M/M Jeff Herring James Cox
M/M Stephen J. Piraino Marge Hedley
Caravan 113
M/M Sam S. Spatafore
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
M/M Sam S. Spatafore
Lugo Caravan #113

Lugo
Mrs. Maria D. Silva
Constance “Connie” Ozarowski
Constance “Connie” Ozarowski
Constance “Connie” Ozarowski

Caravan 114 Braga
M/M Frank Landa Patrick Shock
M/M Frank Landa Antonio Barbaro
Caravan 122 Leon
SN Raymond G. Gagnon William Mendence
Mr. Robert Gagnon Tracy Wagoner
Caravan 125 Tai
M/M Lou La Guardia Harold Early
Ms. Arline Latosky John A.Division
Caravan 126
Sultanas of Al Fath #126
Sultanas of Al Fath 126
Ms. Agnes Kneeshaw
Ms. Connie Brady
Ms. Agnes Kneeshaw
DRD George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
DRD George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
Caravan 133
M/M Robert C. Day
M/M Charles T. Day
M/M Robert C. Day
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
PRD Robert C. Day
SN Julius E. Nicklas
M/M Robert C. Day
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford

Al Fath
Toni Lawrence (L)
Toni Lawrence (L)
Mary Ellen Haggerty
John Henrie (L)
Francis Schultz
Marie Hunsberger
Catherine Friedman
Patricia Weintraut
Francis Schultz
Rosemarie Davis
Catherine Friedman
Joseph Sudal
Aben Zoar
Tom Magner
Thomas Magner
Bobby Brazewill (L)
Thomas Magner, PGC
Jessie Loera (L)
SN Charles (Chuck) Day
Kevin Moore (L)
Ted Napolitano (L)
Charles Day

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM (continued from Page 28)
Caravan 133 (cont)
PRD Robert C. Day
M/M Robert C. Day
PRD Robert C. Day
Caravan 138
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
SN William P. Misunas
M/M Francis McGlade

Aben Zoar
Lupe Avales (L)
Gerald Longtin (L)
Alice Richardson
Valencia
Mrs. Minnie Schwartz
Anthony Bratal (L)
Allene Black Payton
Clarence T. DeCesar, Jr.

Caravan 142 Mahdi
M/M George J. Butala Jr. Bill Amato, Jr. (L)
Caravan 151
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic
Ms. Barbara C. Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright
M/M Allen G. Wright
M/M Allen G. Wright

Vigo
Jacob F. Mraz
Stephen Kelemen
Mrs. Eleanor A. Konicky
Raymond Penatzer
Mr. Jacob E. Mraz, Jr.

Caravan 161 El Poder
SN William S. Maraczi Roberta Maraczi (L)
SN Robert E. Maraczi Roberta Maraczi
Caravan 168
Algarva Caravan #168
Algarva Caravan #168
M/M Jim DeZorzi

Algarva
Alfred Stark
Evelyn Blain
Evelyn Blain

Caravan 169
The Montalbano Family
The Montalbano Family
The Montalbano Family
The Montalbano Family
The Montalbano Family

Santiago
Charles Windschiell
Thomas De Carlo, Sr.
PSC Dr. Stanley Tytko
Rosetta Pugh
Rosemarie Patricia Lezza

Caravan 183
Jerez Caravan #183
PGC George F. Kline Jr.
PGC George F. Kline Jr.

Jerez
SN Frank Bernscoren (L)
SN Frank Bernscoren (L)
George F. Bachman, Jr.

Caravan 196
M/M Michael DePodesta
M/M Francis J. Fodale
M/M Francis J. Fodale
M/M Francis J. Fodale
M/M Francis J. Fodale

Denia
Stanley Tytko
PSC Stanley Tytko, PH.D.
Robert N. Hodson
Gerald E. Short
James L. Mac Innis

Caravan 200
PGC Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris

Abba Koval
John Melchioris
Michael Melchioris (L)
Raymond Petrilla

Caravan 217 Manresa
M/M Kenneth L. Kress PGC Robert N. Hodson
M/M Robert E. Karlek Robert Hodson

Caravan 217 (Cont)
M/M Timothy F. Kotlarek
M/M Timothy F. Kotlarek
M/M Theodore Marzonie
M/M Theodore Marzonie
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
SN George Jagitsch
SN George Jagitsch
M/M Daniel A. Sewesky
Ms. Kathy Reid

Manresa
Luke Zychowicz
Micki Peters
Micki Peters
Robert Hodson
Robert (Bob) Hodson
Jamesa Macinnis
Gerald Short
Keith Gubb
James Lord

Caravan 218
Ms. Gertrude Winslow
VGC Rich Miro
M. Fran Samhammer
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
Mrs. Ruth Bradley
Mrs. Ruth Bradley
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M. Dorothy Van Tassel
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
Ms. Pat Dambach
Barry/Joaane/Adele Ososki
Ms. Patricia Dambach

Ben Ziri
James Connolly (L)
Roy Joseph Crawford
Roy Crawford
Roy Crawford
Charles Day
Joanne Ososkie (L)
Roy J. Crawford
Roy Crawford
Roy Crawford
Angel Tirona
The Smole Family (L)
SN Roy Crawford
Camilla Talbot

Caravan 230
M/M Kenneth Blain-Family
M/M Kenneth H. Blain
M/M Kenneth Blain-Family

Garcia
PSC Stan Tytko
SN Frank Stokkermans (L)
Marjorie Darragh

Caravan 240 Cambril
M/M Daniel R. Ceccoli Phyllis H. Contres
Caravan 261
M/M Pete Palamarchuk
PGC Leo A. Osinski, Jr.
M/M Ronald Osinski
M/M Leo Wojtylo

Sancho
Irene Jeskey
Irene Jeskey
Irene Jeskey
Lois Scott

Caravan 262
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
Abd Al Aziz 262
Abd Al Aziz # 262
Abd Al Aziz #262
Abd Al Aziz # 262
Abd Al Aziz #262
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart

Abd Al Aziz
Tom Magner
SN Roy Crawford
Chuck Day
Bob/Joan McDonald-Anniv (L)
Ed/Hsiah Scheer-Anniv (L)
Chuck/Joan Ayash-Anniv (L)
Don/Carole Herman-Anniv (L)
Dan/Maria Crockett-Anniv (L)
Sil. Connie Ozarowski

Caravan 298
M/M Robert Fischer
PRD Robert Fischer
PRD Robert Fischer

At Large
Patricia Gardner
Marsha White
Margaret Flanick

The statistics published above come from the financial records of the International
Order of Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up to April 26, 2011.

Friends of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook
The “Friends of St. Francis Camp Cookbook”
is now available for purchase. This cookbook
includes about 170 recipes and several pages of
cooking hints and tips.
The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which
includes a donation to the Order of Alhambra
General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis
Camp along with a note of how many cookbooks
you wish to order and name/address where to ship
it to:
		
		
		

St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121

Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately
upon receipt of your payment.
This fund-raiser will benefit the camp in many
ways including future renovations of the camp in
an ongoing effort to continue to meet the needs of
the campers we hold so dear.

ALHAMBRA
A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO

If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here please contact
the staff at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every effort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any error is
unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way to remember
someone who is sick or who has died.

*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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Fraternal Brotherhood is Necessary for the Formation of Christian Men
Becket Adams, Fatima Caravan #265
Having recently joined Washington, D.C.’s Fatima caravan #265, I was excited to be given the chance to not only participate in a real, honest to God fraternal
organization that wears fezzes but to also become what Frederick Wilhelmsen refers to as “an integrated man.”
In his book No Alienated Man, Wilhelmsen reviews Hilaire Belloc’s The Four Men and discusses what they both believe are necessary qualities for real
Catholic formation. Concluding that man should have a foot in both this world and the next, Wilhelmsen asserts that man demands an integrated Catholic
culture. If the culture does not have a healthy balance of both the material and immaterial, then men will ultimately bore of their one-dimensional life and
seek out distractions (some of which will most likely register “very high on the list of grave morality”).
To illustrate the idea of “the integrated man,” The Four Men presents the reader with four different characters (each with distinct personalities) and traces
their journey through the Sussex countryside. Among those introduced are Grizzlebeard, the Poet, the Sailor, and Myself.
Myself represents the author, Belloc, as an observer (much like the William Alland in Citizen Kane). He serves only to analyze the other companions and
to deliver the books’ conclusion.
Grizzlebeard is the old man of the world who knows many old songs, tales, and people. He is Belloc’s representation of the man of tradition whose role
is necessary to civilized society because he passes down its most important qualities to the next generation through word and/or deed. However, although
Grizzlebeard posses a great deal of experience and first-hand knowledge, he lacks the grace of friendship and is distrusting and uncharitable towards others.
These are not qualities usually seen in saintly people. Something more is required for Grizzlebeard to be truly Christian. Enter the second character, the
Sailor.
The Sailor, much like Grizzlebeard, is in possession of great deal of knowledge but of a different sort. He posses worldly knowledge and is mainly familiar
with the physical. He knows all of the paths and routes of the forests and country roads, he has sailed everywhere, and he has a girl in every port. He is
Bellocs’ representation of the worldly man, that is, the man whose knowledge is rooted in the material. However, he also lacks several qualities that one
would assume would be necessary for a saintly life. He does not contemplate, he rarely controls his appetites, and he tends towards frivolity. Although his
knowledge and appreciation for the created world is admirable, there are other qualities that he needs in order to achieve salvation.
Thus far, the group has an observer, a storyteller, and a man of the world. It is a good gathering but they lack a crucial element: they do not have a Godminded individual to keep them recollected. They must have a poet.
The Poet is Belloc’s representation of the most pious among us. Although his character is absent-minded, and seemingly incapable of the psychical tasks
that the Sailor regularly performs, the Poet’s thoughts are constantly turned upwards. He celebrates in the things that one could argue are more important
than both tradition and the material. But he is also incomplete because he lacks a proper understanding of the psychical world and society.
What we then learn from Myself ’s observations and conclusion is that the three companions are not just fictitious characters, frivolous products of Belloc’s
imagination, but that they are representative of the qualities necessary for a well formed Catholic. Man must revere in the best traditions, he must appreciate
and love the created world, and he must pray. As stated in No Alienated Man “man’s personal and social integration exists in order that God might conquer
the soul.”
Belloc and Wilhelmsen venerate these qualities because they enable us to build ourselves as people and allow us to enhance society’s overall quality of life.
Men who want to teach themselves everything and be free from dependence on anyone, or ignore the realities of the world or God, cannot do very much.
Wilhelmsen quotes Belloc: “The Barbarian is discoverable everywhere in this, that he cannot make, that he can befog and destroy, but that he cannot sustain.”
This brings me to my final thought. I am grateful for the opportunity to be part of the Fraternal Order of the Alhambra because it incorporates these three
necessary qualities for Catholic formation.
In regards to tradition: Alhambra “identifies, marks, preserves, and commemorates Catholic historical places, events and persons of international or
regional importance.” In regards to the physical: Alhambra “provides assistance, education and residences for persons developmentally disabled by mental
retardation.”
Finally, The International Order of Alhambra calls our minds to God while “promot[ing] fraternalism and sociability among its members and their families.”
It is in keeping close to all three precepts, and not in any way straying from them, that we as members can bring ourselves and each other closer to becoming
truly integrated gentlemen.
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Oran Caravan Picnic in the Park
A day full of activities for those with development disabilities drew people from both the cities of Biloxi and Gulfport.
The Inaugural “Picnic in the Park” Alhambra Fun Day, was held on Sunday, June 26th at Hiller Park in Biloxi. This picnic provided an opportunity for those
participating to socialize, get exercise and enjoy the outdoors.
This event was hosted by Oran Caravan of the International Order of Alhambra in partnership with the Biloxi Parks and Recreation Department and
donations from the Grand Casino and Adams Produce.
The Oran Caravan of the International Order of Alhambra is a fraternal organization of Catholic men and women dedicated to assisting the developmentally
disabled. The organization provides support to people that are Developmentally Disabled due to Intellectual Disabilities through its fund raising programs
and parties such as this.
This fun day offered a demonstration of the K-9 working Dogs from Keesler AFB and a fire truck from Biloxi for the people to climb through. Each one
that did was also given a fireman’s hat. There was entertainment by Cody Roth and his band Step-Up along with a static display of some of the contracted
type work that our local special needs people perform through Biloxi Industries and The Arc of the Gulf Coast. There were also lots of games with prizes,
and even a water balloon toss competition. Hamburgers and Hot Dogs were served along with the famous Watermelons of Adams Produce.
“It’s something they really looked forward to. On a scale of one to 10, it’s 15,” said Gerard Darnell, “It was unreal!”
The Alhambra “Picnic in the Park” Fun Day is looking at becoming an annual event and the sponsors hope to grow it bigger each year.
This year about 70 special needs people were in attendance and about another 100 volunteers lent their support.
The day-long event began at 11 a.m. with brief opening remarks by Jim Rigby – Supreme Director of the Alhambran, Cheryl Bell – acting director for
Biloxi Parks and Recreation Department; Mayor A.J. Holloway and Harrison County Supervisor Connie Rockco. All of the games and entertainment were
adapted so that everybody can participate, no matter what their disability.

Mayor A.J. Hollaway greeting
everyone on behalf of the City

SD Jim Rigby welcoming everyone

Keesler AFB’s K-9 demonstration

Picnickers in the food line

The Band “Step-Up” performing
- they donated 4 hours of
entertainment

Under the big top tent for eating and
resting (the heat index was 105)

Keesler AFB Weather Students
preparing the Watermelon with
Sherry Bell the Director of Biloxi
Parks and Recreation with her
Special Needs son

Some of the games
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Bejar Caravan Sultana’s Ball

Manresa Caravan 217
4th of July Parade
Northville MI

Together we are stronger
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St. Francis of Assisi
Pray For Us

