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OFFICIAL CONVENTION ISSUE
54TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION
JULY 9 - 13, 2011
This issue is the Oﬃcial Convention Issue. When you come to the 54th Biennial Convention, July 9-13,
2011, be sure to bring this issue with you. It contains the biographies of those who are running for Supreme
Oﬃce along with all proposed amendments to Al Sunna. Read the amendments carefully and discuss them
with your Caravan. They are located on pages 18-22 and page 30. Bring your Caravan Vote for the Supreme
Oﬃcers and all amendments to Al Sunna to the convention and be ready to enter into lively discussion on
each one. It is a guarantee that the discussions will be hot and heavy and those who have proposed these
amendments have thought for a long time. They each feel that the change is necessary for the future of the
Order. Do not fault any of the members who have put their thoughts into words and submitted the changes.
Remember that they have their rationale, which has been included with the proposal. It is known that each
one of you reading this have your own thought about why you want to vote for or against any of the proposals.
Don’t let your personal feelings get in the way of moving the Order into a great future, discuss everything
with the oﬃcers of your Caravan and then with the membership as a whole. Let each member have a voice
in how your delegates should vote when you arrive in Dearborn in July. Let’s all decide to open our eyes to
making sure that the Order of Alhambra makes a turn towards full success and ﬁnds in August 2011 that we
are increasing in membership and have walked away from the Convention a better organization.
There are other very important items in this Convention Issue. Read each page carefully. Also remember
that on pages 24 and 25 are your reservation forms for the Convention Package, Transportation Requests
and the optional tours being oﬀered. You can cut them out of the paper and submit them with your check.
Remember to mail your transportation form to PGC Russ Kreinbring should you need those services. If
you want an extra copy of this issue, see the editor at the convention and he will be more than happy to give
you a fresh copy. Also make sure that you have called the hotel or logged onto their website and made your
reservations. It is our hope that we see the largest attendance at a convention in a long time.
There have been plenty of conversations that have taken place about this upcoming gathering of the
conventioneers and the Convention Committee has been working very hard to make sure that it is not only
a very pleasant time but that everyone attending leaves with the knowledge that “Pure Michigan” was alive
during the entire week. The committee also has planned some surprises for both Sir Nobles and Sultanas.
Those who don’t attend will be missing out on these surprises.
The Convention Committee hopes to be able to welcome you to Dearborn Michigan. Again, make sure to
bring this issue with you when you come along with bringing your smiles and desire to see the Order of
Alhambra grow into the future.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

Chatter from our
Supreme
Commander
by Francis Fodale
Francis can be reached by e-mail at
ffodale09@comcast.net

At last count, there are twenty-four proposals for changes in
the governing documents of the Order. Of course, periodic evaluation and change
to keep up with the times is very important. On the other hand, haste change
without carefully considering the consequences can be disastrous.
As a teacher, I am evaluated by my students at the end of each semester in each
course. In order to ﬁnd eﬀective ways of improving my teaching techniques, I ask
the students to suggest changes to improve the class. But I limit each student to one
and only one suggestion for change. This requires the student to separate the wheat
from the chaﬀ. Choosing between several alternatives is not always easy. However,
with one and only one change possible, the student must think deeply for the most
important change lest he or she squander the opportunity for change.
Applying the one and only one principle to the twenty-four proposals at hand, I have

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Andre Beauchamp

Andre can be reached by e-mail
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Information as concerns “Dissolution of the Order”
This is an emotionally hard article to write. It has taken 107 years for the Order
to reach a point where hard business decisions have to be made. Membership has
fallen to a point where it is fully apparent that our members can not or will not
sponsor new members. Caravan membership numbers have fallen signiﬁcantly.
Grand Divan oﬃcers have indicated that their members do not want to see dues or
per capita reach higher levels. All of this is understandable and at the same time we
cannot support the operations of the Order without income to oﬀset our expenses.
Therefore hard business decision must be made.
It must be made perfectly clear that any talk of dissolving or reconstituting the
Order as it exists today will only be discussed at our biennial Convention in 2011.
Since the delegates have the authority to act on any proposal, my considered
opinion is that much will be decided at the 2013 Supreme Divan meetings. This
will give us two years to make critical decisions, for example, we may transform
our fraternal organization as it exists today into a charitable organization. This
would give Caravans independency, more power, and more liberty to achieve their
goals and objectives at the local level. This is one of many ways we plan to succeed
in the immediate future.
Again, this is my opinion. My article today lends itself to describe the actual
language as printed in Al Sunna, Article XII. I’m printing this article in order to
make all Sir Nobles aware of the language in Al Sunna with respect to the process
of dissolution. Nothing more.
Delegates to this year’s convention in July will have an opportunity to vote to accept
or reject more than twenty-ﬁve proposals to amend the governing documents of the
Order. These proposals are important to the governance of the way we conduct our
fraternal business on a daily basis. This is all well and good because many of these
proposals have to do with “revenue,” and our Supreme Chamberlain will do his
usual superb job in explaining and justifying budgetary and ﬁscal policies. I urge
all delegates to read The Alhambran magazine as these proposed amendments are
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chosen my one and only one proposal which I consider the most important of the
bunch because I believe that it will produce the most positive eﬀect for improving
the Order of Alhambra.
My choice for that one and only one change is simply to drop “male” from the
membership limitation of Catholic males. Nothing is stronger than an idea whose
time has come. It is time to admit females to our Order. My classes in law school
include females and they are every bit as capable as the males not only as students
but also in competitions and leadership roles.
One of the best reasons that I have heard from members for including females
in our Order is the younger generation that we want to attract to our Order. The
younger generation expects, prefers and sometimes even requires full participation
by females in all things including fraternal and charitable organizations such as our
Order.
Another very good reason is that the exclusion of females also excludes about half
of the adult female Catholic population and that is a large waste of available talent
for our membership.
Thus, my one and only one choice among the several proposals at the upcoming
Convention is the change from an exclusive male Catholic membership to an
inclusive Catholic membership of males and females. There are other proposals that
merit deep consideration. However, this inclusive Catholic membership proposal is
the most important change that will undoubtedly improve our Order.
listed in the order they will be discussed at our Supreme Divan meetings.
The delegates will also hear oﬃcers speak to the issue of closing down the Order
over the next twenty months or until our 2013 Supreme Divan meetings. It will be
at these meetings in 2013 that the delegates will have to decide the ﬁnal chapters in
our history. Nothing on the horizon will surface to change the inevitable which is
that the Order as we know it may have to cease operations.
Al Sunna, Article XII, Section 1, page 8, deﬁnes the procedural steps that must be
taken in considering dissolution. It is worth the time to list these mandated steps
as many, if not a majority of our members, do not have a copy of our governing
documents.
Section 1 – Process of Dissolving the Order
a. The Council of Viziers may, upon a majority vote of its members, dissolve the
Order. Before any vote on a resolution to dissolve the Order may be taken, notice
that the Council of Viziers is considering dissolution shall be mailed to all members
of the Council of Viziers, the members of the Supreme Divan, and the chartered
Caravans at least 30 days in advance of such vote.
b. Upon a vote in favor of dissolution, a majority of the Council of Viziers shall
sign Articles of Dissolution in the State of Incorporation.
c. Not less than 20 days prior to the ﬁling of articles of dissolution in the
State of Incorporation, the Council of Viziers shall mail notice that dissolution
of the Order has been approved to all its known creditors at their addresses as
shown on the records of the Order and to any employees of the Order, either at their
home addresses as shown on the records of the Order, or at their business address.
d. At any time before articles of dissolution are accepted for recording by the State
of Incorporation, the Order may abandon or rescind the dissolution by following
the same procedure required for its approval. If the dissolution is abandoned or
rescinded, the Council of Viziers shall, within 30 days, mail notice of it to every
creditor to whom notice of approval of the dissolution was mailed.
Section 2 – Liquidation and Winding Up
a. In the event the Council of Viziers approves dissolution, the Executive Committee
shall adopt a plan of liquidation in accordance with the laws of the State of
(Continued on Page 5)

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
This is the day that the Lord has made,
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118)
We have now celebrated the great Easter event – the greatest and most dramatic day of the entire Church Year. Easter! The Lord is
not in the tomb – He is Risen from the dead – and because of that we are each invited to follow Him into eternal life. What a gift
– what a tremendous mystery: God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him may not die
but may have eternal life. (John 3:16)
Indeed we are His people, the sheep of His ﬂock. (Psalm 100) Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down His life for us for the forgiveness
of our sins and that we might have eternal life. This is what we celebrate this day – this is what we celebrate each Sunday throughout
the year – this is what we celebrate throughout our lives: God’s great and unending love for each of us and for all of us.
It is that great love which brought us together as a community of faith to celebrate the Easter event. Our numbers are always larger on
Easter because even though not everyone is able to be with us each Sunday of the year, the vast majority of believers make a special
eﬀort to be here on Easter Day. There is something deep within each baptized Christian which tells us that this is not a day to absent
ourselves from the Church: it is a day to celebrate – to rejoice – in God’s great love for us.
I pray that the blessings of this great Easter event will be with you and your families – and that the joy of this Easter Season will live
within you throughout the coming year.
This is the day that the Lord has made,
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Let us also rejoice in the great gathering of Alhambrans which will take place in July in Dearborn, Michigan at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel. The convention committee has certainly been hard at work for the past year in bringing the “best of Michigan” to all of those
who will join us in July. I am particularly looking forward to being with you on Sunday, July 10 for Mass at the Chapel at Orchard
Lake Seminary. The main celebrant and homilist will be Edmund Cardinal Szoka. We in Detroit are blessed to have two Cardinals
of the Church living in our midst: Cardinals Szoka and Maida. Cardinal Szoka served the Church in Rome for many years – his last
assignment there being the President of the Vatican City State. It will be both a pleasure and an honor to have him join us on July 10th
and, if his schedule allows, will be a wonderful opportunity for you to meet him “up close and personal” at the luncheon following
the Mass.
As you know, I will also be leading a group of interested persons to the Fr. Solanus Casey Center on Monday, July 11th. If you haven’t
signed up yet please do so as soon as possible – spaces are limited and you really do not want to miss out on visiting the home base
of a future saint of the Catholic Church: Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Cap.

The Alhambran 3

COUNCIL OF VIZIERS
2009 – 2011
SUPREME PONTIFF
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
ECCLESIASTICAL PROTECTOR
His Eminence Cardinal Adam Maida
1234 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 48226
(B) 313-237-5816 (F) 313-237-4642
SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Reverend Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass
Pastor, Prince of Peace Church
4300 Walnut Lake Road
West Bloomﬁeld, Michigan 48323
(B) 248-681-9424 (f) 248-681-5543
(e-mail) msgrbass@comcast.net
Executive Committee
SUPREME COMMANDER
Francis J. Fodale – Sultana Theresa
May - Mid-August & Dec - Mid-Jan.
3212 Edgewood Park Drive. Commerce Twp. MI 48382
(H) 248-360-9206 (F) 248-360-9206
(e-mail) ﬀodale09@comcast.net
Mid-Aug - Nov & Mid-Jan - Apr
813 Regency Reserve Circle, Unit 4001, Naples, FL 34119
(C) 248-761-7485
(e-mail) ﬀodale@avemarialaw.edu
VICE SUPREME COMMANDER
Andre Beauchamp -Sultana Danielle
3829 Mercedes, Laval, QC H7P 1L7 Canada
(H) 450-622-1624 (C) 514-953-1624
(e-mail) andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca
SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
Gerald T. Roux
PO Box 201, or 40300 Fairway III, Northville, MI 48167
(H) 248-349-4112 (C) 248-773-9226
(e-mail) groux12345@comcast.net
SUPREME SCRIBE
Vince Braun - Sultana Kathy
917 Citrus Edge St., Azusa, CA 91702
(H) 626-969--0183 (B) 562-634-7392
(F) 562-634-2478 (C) 562-572-4674
(e-mail) vbraun_vb@yahoo.com
SUPREME ADVOCATE
Donald A Sauviac Jr. - Sultana Diane
2925 Tulane Ave, New Orleans, LA 70119
(B) 504-827-9988 (F) 504-827-9982
(e-mail) noladonny@yahoo.com

REGION IV – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Jim Rigby - Sultana Carol
188 Acacia Ave. Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(B) 228-435-5665 (F) 228-74-1556
(e-mail) alhambraregion4@gmail.com
REGION V – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(IL, KY, OH, IN, IA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Avenue, Parma, OH 44134
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
(e-mail) pancarl-1@att.net
REGION VI – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Edward J. Smith - Sultana Kathleen
35024 Bunker Hill, Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
(e-mail) esmith5@twmi.rr.com
REGION VII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(TX, CO, MT, NM. OK, WY)
Henry G. Kenneson, Jr., -Sultana Pat
4602 Lakeway Drive, Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058 (C) 956-346-3918
(e-mail) hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
REGION VIII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Michael S. Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way, Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
(e-mail) mscaligiuri@cox.net
REGION IX – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(QU, MARITIME PROVINCES)
Gilles Bénard-Sultana Fernande St-Pierre
346 West Acres Cr., Dollard Des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1
Canada
(H) 514-626-1627
(C) 514-550-6467
(e-mail) g.benard1@videotron.ca
REGION X – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(ON, WESTERN PROVINCES)
Kenneth Blain, -Sultana Judy
1519 Rossini Blvd.., Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023
(e-mail) kblain2@cogeco.ca
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Roger J. Reid, PSC
P.O. Box 1912, Nokomis, FL 34274-1912
(H) 941-486-0949 (C) 410-227-4545 (F) 941-486-8833
(e-mail) reid003@verizon.net

EDITOR
SUPREME DIRECTORS
REGION I – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Thomas Wall –Sultana Sue
52 Edgewater Road, Hull, MA 02045
(H) 781-925-0609 (B) 617-635-7500 (C) 617-984-9533
(e-mail) grizzwall1@aol.com
REGION II – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(NJ, NY, PA)
J. R. Black, -Sultana Barbara
8214 Wedgewood Drive, Norfolk, VA 23518
(C) 757-641-3269 (H) 757-583-0284
(e-mail) jrbbab39@msn.com
REGION III – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Michael Stakem - Sultana Diane
828 Camden Ave. Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
(e-mail) damvet@atlanticbb.net

Mike Carpenter, ID
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
(C) 313-218-9345 (F) 313-274-8564
(e-mail) mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
OFFICE MANAGER
Denise Blakely
4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
(B) 410-242-0660 or 0661 (F) 410-536-5729
Toll Free - 800-478-2946
(e-mail) denise@orderofalhambra.org
WEBSITE CHAIRMAN
Rudolph G. Mastroianni, PSS
165 Salem Road
Stratford, CT 06614
(H) 203-377-5380 (C) 203-522-2478
(e-mail) rudy.mastro@sbcglobal.net
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: PSD Ron Kaczorowski
WEBSITE

www.orderalhambra.org

NEW CANDIDATES
ORAN # 67

RAYMOND CRUZ
JOHN DIORIO

MICHAEL A. BUTLER
FREDDIE STEINWINDER, JR

AL FATH #126

PORTO #104

CARLO J. SANTA TERESA

EVAN PATCHETT
ROBERT THOMAS PIZZANO, III
MATTHEW TIERNEY
FAUSTO VASQUEZ

DENIA #196

LUGO #113

ROBERTO RUIZ

RYAN AMBROZAITIS
ABD AL AZIZ # 262

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you ﬁnd it
rewarding and fulﬁlling.
The Editor’s Pen

by ID Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

Editors Note: Beginning with the Jan-Feb 2013 issue of
The Alhambran the publication will only be available in
electronic form. This is to help reduce the administrative
costs of running the Order. Each issue is already available
in electronic form on the Order’s Website. All past issues
since I took over as Editor are also there in case you want
to review a former issue.
Well my job as Editor of this ﬁne publication has ramped up this issue. I had to
make sure that all required notiﬁcations were made to all members concerning
the upcoming convention in Dearborn, Michigan. As you can see by the fact
that I had to expand this issue to 32 pages, there is a lot of information being
printed. I, for one, am looking forward to being at the Biennial Convention this
year. I have attended many conventions in the past but this one is going to prove
to be the most important one of all. The resolutions that are being proposed have
been carefully written by the author and have the heart of that author contained
in it. The rationale behind the recommendations are very informative. As Vice
Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp has pointed out in his article, make
sure that you read the resolutions carefully. As stated on the front page of this
issue, make sure that the Grand Commander discusses the information with their
respective Divan and then the membership as a whole. The delegates need to
come to this convention with an open mind and the wishes of his Caravan ready
to vote carefully. The future of the best organization that I have been privileged
to be a member of depends upon how each resolution is debated and voted on.
It is my personal hope that we ﬁnd the way to turn around the organization so
that God’s Special People do not suﬀer from the decisions. They are the main
reason that we exist today and they should not suﬀer because we could not agree
on what is necessary to keep this Order alive and well.
Speaking of the Biennial Convention, make sure that you have sent your package
and optional tour forms to Home Oﬃce. Also make sure that you have either
called the hotel or went to the website and made your reservations. The “Pure
Michigan” Convention Committee has worked very hard to make your stay
enjoyable and pleasant.
I will be sure to have extra copies of this issue with me at the convention.
The Biographies for the Supreme Oﬃcers are located throughout the paper.
Look for them to see what the candidate is saying about their qualiﬁcations.
See You in Dearborn in July!!!!!!!!
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Words from the Vice Supreme Commander
(Continued from Page 2)

Incorporation, for the purpose of accomplishing the complete liquidation of the Order in accordance with the laws of the State of Incorporation and the United States Internal Revenue Code.
b. The Executive Committee shall submit said plan of liquidation to the Council of Viziers for approval.
Section 3 — Carrying Out Plan of Liquidation
a. Once the Plan of Liquidation is approved by the Council of Viziers, the Order shall cease to carry on any business, except insofar as may be necessary for the proper liquidation and winding up of the
Order. Upon the ﬁling of the Articles of Dissolution with the State of Incorporation, the Executive Committee shall take all necessary steps to withdraw from all jurisdictions in which the Order is qualiﬁed
to do business.
b. The Order, acting through the Executive Committee, shall thereafter proceed to collect its assets and, thereafter pay or make adequate provisions for the payment of all its obligations and debts, including
those associated with liquidation and winding up the aﬀairs of the Order. If assets remain after the payment of all outstanding obligations, the Order shall distribute the remainder of its assets either in cash
or in kind, as provided hereafter.
c. The Executive Committee shall, to the extent necessary, continue to collect assets, pay obligations, distribute excess assets, and take other steps necessary to wind down the corporation after the ﬁling of
the Articles of Dissolution.
Section 4 — Distribution Under the Plan
a. Catholic organization or organizations established under Section 501(c)(3) of the internal Revenue Code of 1954, or any law amendatory thereof.
b. In choosing such Catholic organization or organizations as hereinbefore provided, the Executive Committee, with the approval of the Council of Viziers, shall seek, to the extent possible, an organization
or organizations with goals or programs most closely identiﬁed with the goals and programs of the Order.
Section 5 — Representation in Courts
The Executive Committee reserves the exclusive right to have the Order represented in any legal proceeding in the United States or Canada, whereby any of its Caravans or corporation(s) ﬁle for
dissolution.

CANDIDATE FOR SUPREME COMMANDER
VSC ANDRE BEAUCHAMP
Status:
Date of Birth: September, 1943
Married to Danielle Lambert, May, 1966
Father of two children:
Stephanie, born, December, 1972
Catherine, born, March 1978
Vast experience in many aspects, as volunteer, of the life of God’s Special Children, since the beginning of the 70’s. Involved in the defence of their rights. Member of the board of directors of social identities,
such as hospital, day care and Housing Corporation, leisure activities and fund raiser for many organizations that aid and assist the mentally handicapped
Member - International Order of Alhambra (1983 - Present)
Current responsibilities
•
•
•
•

Vice Supreme Commander, 2010-2011
President of the Alhambra Quebec Foundation
2011 Alhambra Convention Chairman, Dearborn, Michigan
2013 Alhambra Convention Chairman

Past responsibilities
•
•
•
•

Grand Commander of Toloza Caravan (1993-1995)
Member of the Alhambra House Committee
Regional Director for the Quebec Region
Supreme Director – Quebec Region IX

• 2007 Alhambra Convention Chairman, Montreal
• 2009 Alhambra Convention Chairman, San Antonio
• Supreme Scribe, 2008-2009

Community Participation
Present
• President of the “Jardin de la Famille de Fabreville” (business selling clothes, furniture, dishes etc.)
for people in need. Employing disabled and handicap persons; and giving education to illiterate persons.
• President of the “Foundation du CRDI Normand Laramée”, (subsidise various projects for the mentally disabled persons).
• Member of the Board of Directors for the “ Fabrique de St-Léopold “ (Catholic church)
Past Participation
•
•
•
•
•
•

President of the Laval Association for the mentally retarded
Treasurer and co-founder of the “Base de plein air Honoré-Mercier” (summer day camp)
Member of the board of directors for the “Centre d’accueil Le Relais Laval” (housing)
Treasurer for the “Residences Laval “ (full time housing)
Board of directors for the “Louis-H. Lafontaine” Hospital for mentally illness
Member, Knights of Columbus

•
•
•
•
•

Member of the Board of Directors and Secretary of the Caisse Populaire de St-Leopold (credit union)
Baseball Commissioner for the City of Laval (Fabreville sector)
President for the loisirs (sports and hobby) of Fabreville Nord
Electoral worker and organizer for School, Municipal, Provincial and Federal
Co-founder and Treasurer for the Art and Garden Society of Laval

Education
• Commercial Course- Grade 11th - Louis Philippe Hebert School
• Continuous professional education in business computing since 1965

• Member of the Canadian Information Processing Society
• Certiﬁcate in horticulture from the Laval University

Employment Experience
• Presently retired as Computer Operations Director for Desjardins (credit union).
• Worked nearly 40 years in the computing business related to the architectural development of applications and operations.
Award
• Recognition as “volunteer” of the city of Laval
CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the oﬃcers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
ID Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. May/June
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596
5. Volume 55, No. 3
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THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC Will Cubbedge
I have decided to run for supreme oﬃce, not because I seek supreme oﬃce for its
own sake, but because I want to contribute to the debate at the Supreme Divan. I
want to amplify the voices of those in the Order who are dedicated to working to
improve and strengthen the Order without abandoning its fundamental character.
And, above all, I want to help build a bridge between the factions in the Order that
will unite them as brothers and bring an end to the pointless bickering that has been
tearing the Order apart for years.
You have read my practical suggestions for improving the Order in this space
for months. You know that I am conservative in my fundamental ideas, but have
proposed radical changes in order to bring about the swift recovery of the Order and
modernize it as an institution. So, rather than rehash all of my suggestions, I am
going to outline my basic philosophical platform, and thereby, I hope, justify the
changes I have suggested and will suggest if my brother Sir Nobles should elect me
as their next Supreme Advocate.
My platform is something I believe surely and deeply, and it can be stated succinctly:
The Order of Alhambra is a good thing that needs to get better. The Order is good
at what it does, and needs to get better at being what it is. Let me explain: Our
philanthropic pursuits in assisting the developmentally disabled are excellent. After
years of working with non-proﬁts, I can’t think of an organization that gets more
done, for the most people, and with greater eﬃciency. It is a heritage of Christian
service in which every man who wears our fez can take justiﬁable pride.
And it is completely understandable, considering the strength of our service, that
we have somehow lost our identity, that is, who we are, in the midst of what we do.
What we don’t do well, at least not anymore, is be Alhambrans.
The Order of Alhambra is a good in and of itself. It is wonderful that the Order
does so much for so many. But I believe that, if we were totally broke, if our charity
fund couldn’t sustain our assistance programs, and if we were put out of the helping
business altogether, the Order would still be a worthy pursuit. Why? Because ours
is not primarily a service fraternity. We are primarily a spiritual union of Catholic
men. Our bonds of brotherhood, of mutual support, and Catholic sociability deﬁne
our solidarity beyond and in addition to the things we do to help others.

We should continue our pioneering work on behalf of the developmentally disabled
and ﬁnd new and better ways to carry it out. But in order to ﬁx the Order, to
improve it, we must present that work as a ﬁxture of what we do, and concentrate
on who we are as an organization.
Our founding charism, if you will, is fraternity among Catholic men. The Second
Vatican Council called religious orders to rediscover their foundational principles.
This would be good advice for Alhambra as well.
I believe we are called:
-To be in charity with one another as brother Alhambrans and brothers in Christ.
-To work toward our mutual sanctiﬁcation through honest fellowship in an
environment that doesn’t take itself too seriously.
-To work strenuously to bring more men into our fellowship as fellow laborers in
the vineyard.
-To carry on a program that balances the social and service components of our
mission.
-To operate the Order in a way that assures an integral and lasting vision for
Alhambra, in harmony with its history and in union with the Catholic Church.
I know we are not called to give up or wallow in fatalism simply because we’ve seen
better days. I know we are not called to ﬁght with one another in endless debate,
nor are we called to abandon the purposes of our fraternity in the name of our
charity. We can expand the Order, and we can improve the order, but to do so, we
must carry on with both fraternity and charity: fraternity both in organization and in
the hearts of our members, charity for God’s special children and for each other.
We can do this if we have the will. Neither manpower nor present societal conditions
(Continued on Page 8)

Deadlines for the next ﬁve issues are
Issue Date
July/August
September/October
November/December
January/February
March/April

Deadline Date
June 20
August 20
October 20
December 20
February 20

Press Date
July 1
September 1
November 1
January 1
March 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let you
know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiﬀ format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed
to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26 Buﬀalo NY

issue for the information.

12:00 pm.

Tai #125 Garﬁeld Heights OH

The Caravan will be holding their annual
Memorial Mass on May 17th at St. Francis of
Assisi Chapel in Tonawanda. There will be
a social gathering and light repast following
the Mass at Twin City K of C Council.

Carmona #75 Cleveland OH

Wamba #89 Cumberland MD

The Caravan regrets the loss of PSC Stanley
Tytko. They thank everyone who attended
the Alhambra Memorial and Funeral.

June 15th is the date for the 42nd Annual
Cantalician Picnic. Call GC Bob Robinson
if you can help or gather up any donations of
funds, food or drink.

The Caravan partakes in a “loose change”
collection to help the general fund. They
give out cleverly decorated canisters to the
members who toss their loose change into
them then bring the canisters to the monthly
meetings. They will even deliver and pick up
the canisters if you can’t make the meeting.

The Caravan will be participating in the
Allegany County Special Olympics on May
7th at the Allegany College of Maryland.
They are asking for every available Sir Noble
and Sultana to cheer on the participants.
They will have their General Membership
meeting that evening.

The Caravan will be participating in the
Region V Meeting on May 11th. See
Carmona #75 for information.

Oran #67 Biloxi MS
The Caravan will be holding a Corporate
Communion on May 14th. Location is
TBD.
The Caravan will be participating in a Picnic
at the Biloxi Community Home on June
26th.
The Caravan extends their congratulations
to their newsletter editor Ed Croal on his
recent marriage.
The Caravan presented a check for $12,500
to the Gulfport School System for funding
their culinary program.
The Caravan is looking into pursuing
coordination of building an Alhambra House
in their region. Art Sanow has agreed to
chair the committee.

The Caravan will be participating in the
Region V Meeting on May 11th at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel in Wickliﬀe. It will be
hosted by Mahdi Caravan #142. Oasis opens
at 6:30 pm, dinner at 7:00 and meeting at
8:00. Cost is $15.00 and all members are
encouraged to attend.
Galicia #77 Detroit MI
The Caravan will be hosing the Butch
Jezorski Memorial Canister Drive on May
7th. Meet at Assumption Cultural Center at
8:30 am.
The Caravan will be participating in a Texas
Holdem Fundraiser on May 26-29 at the 4
Aces Club-Continental Lanes in Roseville.
They are asking for four Sir Nobles per
evening to sell chips and collect money.

The Caravan will be having the Western MD
Distributing Company picnic on May 22nd.
They are looking for any assistance they can
get.
The Caravan will be holding the Heritage
Days on June 10, 11 and 12th and need help
to man their booth.
Porto #104 Northern VA
At the Caravan’s Founder’s Day Charity
Awards Ceremony they had the biggest
crowd at any of their functions for the past
ten years. They had 128 members, guests,
young adults and award recipients. A
wonderful evening was had by all.
The Caravan fezzed 5 new members into
Porto and received 3 more applications plus
5 applications for PCI at this event.
The Caravan distributed $86,500 in charity
awards to the 18 groups attending.

Padul #69 Norfolk VA
The Caravan will participate in the Special
Olympics Track and Field on May 14th.
The Caravan will be having their Memorial
Mass during the month of May.
The Caravan will be hosting the Annual
Ocean City Weekend. See elsewhere in this

Algarva Caravan #168’s
20th Anniversary Golf
Tournament
July 9, 2010
Sandhills Golf Course,
Northville Ontario
2 ﬂights (7:30 am – 1:00 pm)
Cart included
Lunch and Dinner included
Prizes too
Total Cost: $80.00 per person
For tickets and tee time
reservation contact:
PGC Bill Vandenberk – 519238-5927

The Caravan will be participating in a
Reverse Raﬄe Party at Club Venetian in
Madison Heights on June 2nd at 6:30 pm.
Cost is $100 per person.
The Caravan will be holding the 21st Annual
Charity Golf Outing on June 22nd. Cost is
$100 per person with a Best Ball Scramble
and a 19th hole banquet. This begins at

The Caravan will be holding their annual
Porto Derby on May 14th. Mass will be at 5
pm, Oasis at 6:00, Dinner at 6:30, the Porto
Derby at 7:30 and Dancing to Porto Boom
Box at 8:30. Catering by Wildﬂour Bakery.
Price is $17 for Adults and $12 for young
adults.

Algarva #168 Grand Bend ONT
On May 1st the Caravan unveiled a Memorial
Plaque at St. Peter’s Church in honor of the
visits of Saint Andre Bessette, Canada’s ﬁrst
male Saint. The ceremony took place at 4:00
pm in the presence of the Major Reliquary of
St. Andre brought specially from St. Joseph
Oratory in Montreal for this service.
The Caravan will be holding a Fun Day
on June 15th at the Alvinston Community
Center from 10 am to 8 pm.
The Caravan will be holding their Annual
Golf Tournament at the Sandhills Golf Club
on July 9th. Tickets are $80 per person. See
below for information.
Diego #255 Englewood FL
The Caravan is hosting an Annual Eastern
Caribbean Cruise in January 2012. Contact
SE Paul Caron for details. This is a
wonderful fundraiser for Diego.
Sancho #261 Warren MI
The Caravan is participating in a “Roast”
of VGC Gary DeCarlo on June 3rd. Doors
open at 6:00 pm with dinner at 7:00 pm.
Proceeds will assist Region VI. Cost is $55
per person, $100 per couple and $500 for a
table of 10. There will be a silent auction
and 50/50 raﬄe. Roasters will be members
of all of the diﬀerent organizations that
Gary belongs to. This will be an enjoyable
evening.

Region V Founder’s Day Mass and Dinner, February 19 at St. John’s Cathedral

Sir Nobles attending the Founder’s Day
Mass

Bishop Roger Gries O.S.B. in center
with the Cathedral’s Rector on the left
and Father Al Marﬂak O.S.B. on the
right celebrating Mass

Bishop Roger Gries O.S.B. in center
with the Cathedral’s Rector on the left
and Father Al Marﬂak O.S.B. on the
right with Fez celebrating Mass
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The Fez Says
(Continued from Page 6)
nor lack of money can stop us if we have the will to assert to ourselves and the world who we are. We can follow the example of our Patron and serve in Christian humility,
and we can face the world that seeks to destroy those we love as Alhambrans with unalloyed pride and say “Here is a line of Catholic men in funny hats that will always
stand between Moloch and the disabled! We are united under the blood of Our Savior in a bond so strong all the furies of Hell cannot divide us!”
Remember, no one can fault our service to others. But it is only when we have the will to serve each other that we will prosper.
William A. Cubbedge, J.D., KHS, is the immediate Past Grand Commander of Fatima Caravan #265 in Washington, DC, and is currently organizing a caravan in his new
home of Savannah, GA, where he lives with his long-suﬀering Sultana Lydia and their baby girl, Philomena. He wears an enormous size 8 fez, and can be reached at
willcubbedge@gmail.com.

A RESOLUTION OF THE SUPREME DIVAN

Proposed Convention Rules
54th Biennial Supreme Divan Meeting
Dearborn, Michigan—July 2011

To All Men by Whom these presents shall come, Greeting and AL SALAAM:

Submitted by: Donald Sauviac, Supreme Advocate

WHEREAS the Order of Alhambra has for many years placed itself under the
patronage of Saint Francis of Assisi, model of Christian Humanism and fearless
Apostle to the Turks, and,

1. A registered delegate or registered member may speak only after being
recognized by the Chair and after he has identiﬁed himself by name, title
and Caravan.

WHEREAS the Order continues to seek favor and heavenly blessings for its
work, protection of is fellowship, and new opportunities to glorify Almighty God
and His Holy Church, and,

2. No voting delegate or member shall speak more than two minutes at
any one time. He shall not be recognized again on the same topic until
all other delegates and members seeking recognition from the Chair have
been recognized; nor be shall he be permitted to speak more than twice on
the same topic.
3. Robert’s Rules of Order—Revised shall be the parliamentary authority for
all matters of procedure at the Supreme Divan for instances not speciﬁcally
covered by the Constitution and By-Laws of Al Sunna (2003 Edition),
except that seconds shall not be required or permitted for petitions.
4. Elections for Supreme Oﬃce shall take place at a special order of
business at 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, July 13, 2011.
5. A paper ballot shall be used for electing the Supreme Commander,
Vice Supreme Commander, Supreme Scribe, Supreme Chamberlain and
Supreme Advocate. A separate paper ballot shall be used for electing
Supreme Directors.
6. The Supreme Commander, Vice Supreme Commander, Supreme
Chamberlain, Supreme Scribe, Supreme Advocate and the Supreme
Directors, including the Past Supreme Commanders shall vote ﬁrst.
7. In order to be elected, any opposed candidate for Supreme Oﬃce must
receive the largest number of votes cast by certiﬁed delegates pursuant to
Al Sunna, Article VI, “Election of Oﬃcers,” “Voting Power,” Section 5 (a),
page 5.
8. Any re-ballots required for any Supreme Oﬃce which did not result in
an election on the ﬁrst ballot shall be moved to the end of the agenda.
Note: The Proposed Convention Rules will be voted upon by the
convention delegates as their ﬁrst order of business on Monday, July 11,
2011

WHEREAS the town of Fatima, Portugal, was founded by the Moors in ancient
times during their occupation of the Iberian Peninsula, and was named after the
revered daughter of Mohammed, and was the location of the appearance of the
Virgin Mary in 1917, thus forever linking in the minds of Catholics everywhere
the name Fatima, Moorish history in Europe, and the Mother of God, and,
WHEREAS Fatima Caravan #265 has declared Saint Mary the Virgin Mother
of God under her title “Our Lady of Fatima” to be the patroness of that Caravan,
and moved by piety did, on the 14th of May, A.D. 2010, advance a resolution to
the Council of Viziers petitioning them to do the same on behalf of the whole
Order, and
WHEREAS the Council of Viziers, on the 16th of June, A.D. 2010, did likewise
resolve that the Supreme Divan should approve and adopt Saint Mary the Virgin
Mother of God under her title “Our Lady of Fatima” as the Patroness of the
International Order of Alhambra, and
WHEREAS we, the Supreme Divan of the International Order of Alhambra,
sitting at the Alcazar in Dearborn, Michigan, for the love of God and His Holy
Church, wishing to glorify the same and advance the fellowship and the work
of the Order under the patronage of the Holy Virgin, after consideration and
deliberation with our spiritual fathers, do likewise accept the aforementioned
resolutions,
NOW, THEREFORE, let it be Resolved by the Supreme Divan of the International
Order of Alhambra:
THAT Saint Mary the Virgin Mother of God under her title “Our Lady of Fatima”
is henceforth and forever the heavenly Patroness of the International Order of
Alhambra, and
THAT the whole order, along with each caravan, Sir Noble, and Sultana
individually, shall show her devotion and seek her protection, along with our
heavenly Patron, Saint Francis of Assisi, in our fellowship and our apostolic
work.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the Oﬃcers of the Supreme Divan have set our
hands and seals this ________ day of _________________, A.D. 2011.
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045
grizzwall1@aol.com
Easter Sunday marked the forty-plus year that Region One has attended the
Archdiocese of Boston television Mass. Sean Cardinal O’Malley, who was
originally scheduled to say the Mass, requested Father Robert Reed, Director of
Radio and Television, to be the celebrant.
During the Mass, which was seen by several million viewers throughout the eastern
United States, Father Reed lauded the Alhambrans for their eﬀorts and for their
faithfulness.
Thanks to the eﬀorts of Kenneth and Merry Nordeen of Wakeﬁeld, MA, drivers
can now aﬃx pro-life license plates to their cars.
Massachusetts joins 25 other states with pro-life plates.
It took years of blood, sweat and tear to ﬁnally have the dream of “Choose Life”
plates become a reality.
Just a friendly reminder to ask someone you know to become an Alhambran.

Are you moving? If so, don’t
miss the next issue of THE
ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN
MEMBERS
Send your label and change of
address to:
International Order of
Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore,
MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaam@orderofalhambra.org

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518
jrbbab39@msn.com
ALHAMAR CARAVAN #4
The Caravan recently held a Past Grand Commanders Dinner honoring Immediate
Past Grand Commanders Francis A. Kennedy and his wife Kathy Kennedy. They
were both our leaders from October 31, 2004 until October 31, 2010. Presenting
a Past Grand Commander Pin and Plaque of appreciation was Raymond Metzo,
Grand Commander. Karen Dougherty Sultana Grand Commander presented a
certiﬁcate of appreciation on behalf of the Order of Alhambra. Alhamar Caravan
#4 is a Catholic Fraternal Organization dedicate to assisting the developmentally
disabled. A photo of this event is posted in the center spread.
CORDOVAN CARAVAN #26
The approaching season of Lent is a time set aside by the Church for us to be more
attentive to the Word of God and the message God has for us. Prepare yourself
with daily prayer and may the peace of Our Lord and His Blessed Mother be
with you all as your progress through Lent and await the Joy that is Easter.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all. May we be endowed by the patience, perseverance
and personal holiness of the Emerald Isle? This is also the month we celebrate
the feast of St. Joseph who is the beloved Patron Saint of the Diocese of Buﬀalo
and is remembered in a special way by our Italian friends on March 19th.
The Cantalician Picnic is scheduled for June 15th for Cordova’s 42nd annual
picnic for the developmentally disabled at the Cantalician Center. All are invited
to help on this project. Do you have a novel or unique innovation that we may
incorporate into this year’s event?
Sultana Social Club information: Third Thursday of the Month of March, is
the Buﬀalo Federation Luncheon and meeting. Thought to remember: “The
smallest deed is better than the grandest intention”. Happy St. Patrick’s and
St. Joseph’s Day. Happy Easter – Alleluia! The rays of sunshine brighten and
grown stronger every day. To all our Sultanas and Alhambrans, wishing you
hope and joy at Easter! “Take time to laugh, laughter is the music of the Soul.
Reserve Tuesday May 17th for the annual Memorial Mass for our deceased
members. Plans are for a 6 PM Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Church Chapel,
followed by a social gathering and light repast at Twin City KofC.
The April Divan Business meeting will be at the home of Our Lady of Hope KofC
council #3076 on April 5th. After the meeting there will be a brief Catalician
Picnic meeting to go over responsibilities of the upcoming event. Our May
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 3rd at 6 PM at Ilio Dipaolo’s restaurant.
THINK ABOUT IT – The happiest people don’t necessarily have the best of
everything, they just make the best of everything they have.
JEAN CARAVAN #131:
Our next meeting will take place the ﬁrst Sunday of the month, April 3rd. The
dinner will be at 4:30 pm followed with the meeting, the dinner will be held at
Michael’s Lake Arthur Restaurant.
Church collections are getting near; we will begin looking into a schedule for
this spring and summer and keep the membership abreast for those able to help
collect.
A NOTE FROM SD AND SULTANA - Thank you for the past two years, it has
been a pleasure to represent Region II. Good luck in the Future.
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net
Wamba’s March Madness in Cumberland, MD
Having annual events the magnitude of the Hooley Plunge and the Alhambra Catholic
Invitational Tournament only two weeks apart certainly displays the mettle of the
Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Wamba Caravan. It proves that determined people can
accomplish great things.
The Hooley Plunge ushers in the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in Cumberland, MD.
The “Plunge” is when big hearted people solicit ﬁnancial pledges for the “honor” to
take a frigid dip in Lake Habeeb which was held this year on March 5th. The chairmen
of this huge event, SN Dr. Sean McCagh, PGC Jim Staﬀord, PGC Brad Staﬀord and
Sultana Cathy Staﬀord, made all the arrangements with Rock Gap State Park and had
their many committees all in symphony to make this a truly great community project.
This event had an estimate of close to 5,000 people coming as spectators, volunteers
and with 683 people making the plunge. The money raised from this event goes to
totally fund the Allegany County Special Olympics and other Wamba charities.
Part II of Wamba’s March Madness comes with the annual Alhambra Catholic
Invitational Tournament. The “ACIT” is the oldest, largest and ﬁnest Catholic High
School Tournament in the United States. For 51 years the members of Wamba
Caravan #89 have been welcoming these high school athletes to Cumberland, MD to
this wonderful tournament which was designed and founded by Joe Divico and now
under the leadership of General Chairman Joe Carter. Many of the young athletes in
this tournament have gone to play in the National Basketball Association.
The ACIT began on March 16, with a welcoming dinner for all the participants and
games were played March 17-19th. A slam dunk and trophy presentation took place
on Saturday evening following the championship game. There was an estimate of
4,800 people witnessing the 3-day tournament. The money derived from the Alhambra
Catholic Invitational Tournament and the Hooley Plunge will provide ﬁnancial support
to 23 organizations to help assist the developmentally disabled.
April and May events include a Lucky 200 Dinner and Raﬄe on April 30 at St. Peter
and Paul’s Social Hall. This will be followed by the
Allegany County Special Olympics at Allegany College of Maryland on May 7th.
This event has been sponsored by Wamba for 37 years. A general membership
meeting will be held at 8:00 pm the same evening.

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com
This past April, our Deputy Supreme Director for Region IV, Marvin Peschel,
had a serious encounter and had a quadruple bypass done at Sarasota Memorial
Hospital in Florida. As of this writing he is recovering well but that has taken
some of the wind out of his sail.
Our Region has also been doing some work with giving away our Alhambra
Scholarship’s. One of the recent scholarship recipients is a young man from
Florida. Marvin invited Joel Wromas to one of Diego Caravan functions
and present Joel with his check for $1,000.00. Joel was so impressed that he
applied for membership. He wanted to do something with a group of people
that were supporting those less fortunate than themselves. Joel is studying to
be a teacher of the Developmentally Disabled. Here is another case where our
scholarship program has paid oﬀ both ways.
During the past few months there has been some positive growth in Region IV.
We have one new area in Savannah, Georgia that is ready to form a caravan
and another one in Kenner, Louisiana that should be on board by the time
you read this article. The ﬁrst one of these is being started by a member of
the Alhambra that has moved from the Washington D.C. Area to Savannah
Georgia, PGC Will Cubbedge. Will knows how important Alhambra can be
to a community so, since he has relocated into the new area, he is beginning
a new Caravan. The other caravan being started, not by an existing member,
but by someone who has come in contact with us, has seen what we can do
and wants to help spread our purpose into the Kenner, Louisiana area. Brent
Smith actually approached us after holding a regional meeting in the building
he is house chairman of. Brent knows some of the Alhambrans within his area
and began asking some questions. When he got together with our Regional
Supreme Secretary, Bob Stevens, along with our Deputy Supreme Directors
Jim Chachere and Marvin Peschel, Brent asked enough questions about us
and having seen, ﬁrst hand, the work we do in other areas, asked about a local
“chapter”, as he called it, in Kenner. This goes to show when we’re active
others see us. When others see us sometimes they want to be aﬃliated with a
group of non-self serving people who are helping those less fortunate. I expect
this caravan to be active by convention.

Saturday, May 14th, the Porto Derby will be held from 6:00-10:00 pm at Counsel
Hall. On Thursday, June 9th, Porto will hold a divan meeting from 7:00-8:00 pm
followed by a PCI meeting.

In another caravan there have been a few initiations recently. These, however,
were diﬀerent from previous ones from the standpoint that the new prospects
were asked to help with some of the caravans’ programs before they were asked
to join. When members talk positively about our organization and the kind of
things we do, others may want to ﬁnd out a little more about them. In one of
these cases, Sir Noble Joe Ravita talked to his co-worker, Michael Butler, about
all of the things his caravan was doing. Michael, a past Grand Knight of his
local Knights of Columbus Council, found these things so interesting that he
oﬀered to help at one of the functions the caravan had, ﬁlled out an application
and the next thing he knew he and his wife Kitten were asked to come to one
of the open caravan socials and he joined. Getting people involved especially
non Alhambrans is a great way to spread our news and recruit those that are
qualiﬁed.

(Continued on Page 14)

Region IV is growing both in size and membership.

In a previous article I forgot to mention that Wamba Caravan brought in 6 new members
in October. Wamba can boast of having the youngest member in the Order. John
Robert Jackson became a Brown Tassel member three days after his 18th birthday!
Porto #104
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Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Ave.
Parma, OH 44134-1536
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
pancarl@att.net
I regret to inform all that PSC Stan Tytko passed away on Thursday April 14, 2011.
He was the Past Grand Commander of Carmona Caravan #75. Funeral Mass was
Tuesday April 19, 2011 at St. Charles Borremo Church.
Our Region V meeting will take place Wednesday May 11th at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel hosted by Mahdi Caravan #142.
Carmona Caravan #75- had their 3rd Annual Chili Cook Oﬀ at the April meeting.
Special congratulations were given to the hardworking couple of SN Frank and
Sultana who are celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary on April 22,
2011.
Tai Caravan #125 - will start Church Canister Collections July 9, 2011. They will
sponsor the last 4 bowling days for 10 mentally disabled children, ages 12-16.
Mahdi Caravan #142 - celebrated their 50th anniversary on April 2, 2011 and
it was well attended. The beer and wine ﬂowed with dinner. A souvenir cup was
given to all with the Alhambran emblem.

Plaque Presentation at St. Joseph Ontario
To commemorate the visits of St. Andre Bessette to this Hamlet
in 1917 & 1922
Over 500 faithful gathered on Sunday May 1st, 2011 in the hamlet of St.
Joseph to pray before the Major Reliquary of the ﬁrst male Canadian-born
saint, Brother Andre Bessette, who was ordained on October 17, 2010 by
Pope Benedict XV1.
Brother Andre is best known as the creator and builder of the St. Joseph
Oratory in Montreal, Quebec, long a shrine where people go for healings. St.
Andre is credited with many of these healing miracles but he insisted that it
was not him but St. Joseph who caused the healings.
His connection to St. Joseph, Ontario is a simple story. He was invited by
the Canton family to visit with them in 1917. When he came he fell in love
with this quaint area and was the catalyst for the creation of a park at the main
corner that features a large statue of St. Joseph. It is located on a spot selected
by St. Andre. He visited with the Cantons again in 1922 and attended daily
Mass at St. Peter’s Church.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Edward J. Smith
35024 Bunker Hill
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
esmith5@twmi.rr.com
Spring is ﬁnally here. The snowbirds are back from their winter getaways. The golf
clubs are out and into full swing and so is Region VI. We started oﬀ this spring with
all of Michigan Caravan’s taking 1,100 of our special kids to the Shrine Circus.
The look on the kid’s faces was priceless. Sixty-seven (67) Sir Nobles from the six
Caravans were present, helping unloading and loading the buses, helping clients to
their seats and serving hot dogs and water. A Big AL SALAAM to P.G.C. Bob Karlek
and the Circus Daddy’s for making this event a huge success.
These past couple of month’s have been very busy for the caravans. Manresa Caravan
had a Talent Show in Birmingham. Denia Caravan had an Easter party with over 150
kids dancing and playing games with the Easter Bunny. Galicia Caravan’s Feather
Bowl Party kept them real busy. And Sancho Caravan’s 12th Annual Bowling
Fundraiser in memory of PGC Mark Thomas with over 500 bowlers was a great
success.
Five Michigan caravans – Sancho, Manresa, Koreisk, Galicia and Braga Caravan
combined eﬀorts to present Flat River Ministries with a donation of $1,000 towards
their monthly club night activities. In the greater Belding area there is a small “grass
roots” group who use the recreation center for “club night” for the developmentally
disabled. Providing them with a safe and friendly place to socialize with like kind.
Great Job Guys!
The region had its annual Founder Day Mass with celebrant SN Rev Stan Tokarski
on March 20th. Al Salaam goes to Chairman PGC Walter Humann and Sultana
Loretta for an excellent job they did for this blessed event at the beautiful Madonna
University Chapel. Although Walt has heath issues, I don’t think ﬁve healthy Sir
Noble could have done a better job.
On April 16th the Michigan Caravans welcomed 14 new Sir Nobles into the Order of
Alhambra. Our new Sir Nobles bravely crossed the hot sands to become full members.
With the Drill team and Moorish band on hand the Ceremonial team did an excellent
job initiating our new Sir Nobles into our humble order. That evening we had a great
time at Galicia’s 53rd Annual Ceremonial Ball honoring PGC Michael S. Leon from
Sancho Caravan. Mike was recognized for his service to the Alhambra for over 30
years. Mike has been in the Alhambra clown corps and been a Santa at Christmas
parties for over 20 years. Our new members could not have a better Sir Noble to
look up to. Master of Ceremonies PSD Ron Kaczorowski did a great job moving the
evening along with gifts and praises for the class honoree. Tip of the Fez to Galicia’s
GC Ron Surma and his team for a job well done. To quote a phrase from PGC Bill
Marchiori “Alhambra is standing tall on this day”. Congratulations to Mike and all
the new Alhambra members!

Algarva Caravan #168 had the honor of presenting an Order of Alhambra
historical plaque designating St. Peter’s Church as a Catholic historical site
of Canada as a part of a Liturgy of the Word celebrated by Bishop Ronald
Fabbro, Bishop of the Diocese of London, before the Major Reliquary.

Initiative. Webster dictionary describes it as “an introductory act or step; leading
action: readiness and ability in initiating action; enterprise: one’s personal, responsible
decision:”. That is what Sir Nobles Connie Quinn, Doc Dockery, John Engerson and
their sultanas did. Connie heard that Ave Maria Radio, a National Catholic Radio
Program, was having a radio fundraiser and needed phone operators for two hours.
Connie thought it would be a great way to get the Alhambra name and our mission
out there. So he took the “initiative” and they volunteered to answer phones. For two
hours the radio personalities threw in plugs, during their program, for Alhambra and
St. Francis camp on the Lake and what we are all about. Great Job!!

See back page for pictures of this event.

Remember “Initiative” and “Standing Tall”.
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Henry G. Kenneson
4602 Lakeway Dr.
Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058
hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
Bejar # 56 (San Antonio, TX) Bejar # 56 is making plans for their Annual
Skeet Shoot and Social. Events are being planned for May. Members are
planning to attend the 2011 Convention in Dearborn.
Baza # 78 (Corpus Christi, TX) Baza # 78 is planning for their monthly
Communion Sundays with God’s Special Children. Plans are being
formulated for attendance in Michigan.

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Michael Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way
Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
mscaligiuri@cox.net
Throughout the years Region VIII continues to have monthly meetings
combined with a breakfast on Saturday mornings. This has worked very
well – attendance has always been good. We have time for both socializing
and meeting.

Zahara # 64 (Laredo, TX) Zahara # 64 is meeting with plans for their
future.

Today, with fuel costs rising, as well as failing health of our members,
the Region is exploring methods to use the internet to communicate with
our caravans on a regular basis, thus reducing the necessity of monthly
meetings. I would like to hear from other Regional Directors on how they
communicate with their caravans.

Alva # 91 (Brownsville, TX) Alva # 91 is making plans for Corporate
Communion Sundays at several local parishes to promote recruitment. The
Scholarship Committee will begin reviewing applicants’ entrees. Plans are
being made for representation at the Dearborn Convention.

Caravans of Region VIII have elected their representative delegate for
the upcoming biennial convention in Dearborn, Michigan from July 1113, 2011. Region VIII will have 100% attendance by caravans at the
convention.

El Cid #106 (Rio Grande City, TX) El Cid # 106 is ﬁnalizing their choice
for scholarship applications. Plans are being formed for attendance at the
Dearborn, Michigan Convention.

Members of Region VIII will be participating in the annual Portuguese
parade held in San Diego on Pentecost Sunday, June 12, 2011.

Dar Al Ruse # 209 (Dallas, TX) Dar Al Ruse # 209 is making plans for
attending the Alhambra Convention.
Guadalupe # 234 (El Paso, TX) Guadalupe # 234 is regrouping and trying
to increase membership.
Mosara # 260 (Hidalgo, TX) Mosara # 260 is reviewing and making plans
for the funding of scholarships. Plans are being made for attending the
Convention.

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.
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Members and Sultanas of Ben Ziri Caravan #218 will participate in the
annual Easter party for the severely developmentally and physically
disabled children and their families at the Helen Bernardy Center in San
Diego. The caravan provides ﬁnancial support to the Center for the 3
events a year: Easter, June Picnic and Halloween.
Trusting each of you had a spiritual Lenten Season, Holy Week and
Easter.
Photos from Region IV

Left to Right: PGC Charles Poorman,
Sultana Gert Winslow, Dr. Laura Hall and
GC Tony Andreas

Family of deceased Brother Philip Morales

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Gilles Benard

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Kenneth Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023 (F) 519-948-0399
kblain2@cogeco.ca

346 West Acres Crescent
Dollard des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1 Canada
(H) 514-626-1627 (C) 514-291-2675

g.benard1@videotron.ca
Members of Alhambra have the chance this year to attend the Alhambra Convention that
will take place in Dearborn, Michigan. If you have not make your reservation it is not too
late but time is running out as July 11-13th is coming out fast. Don’t miss this occasion
for a good time and the chance to meet some fellow Alhambrans from other regions. It
could give you the chance to know what’s going on in their region and exchange ideas.
As a matter of fact a few years ago I had the opportunity to meet at the Lexington’s
Convention Leo and Rita Serowick who gave me the chance to learn the details of the
program for the afghans that are donated to our special friends. It was a big surprise when
they arrived at the next event with their van full of afghans to be given in our region. So
you never know what could happen.
Another good reason to attend the Convention is to beneﬁt from the warm hospitality by
the members of Region VI who will do everything possible and impossible to make your
Convention a great souvenir. I will never forget my visit in that region last fall.
Region IX is very proud to have ISN Andre Beauchamp as a candidate that will seek to
be elected as Supreme Commander. This will be a ﬁrst for our region. I have worked
with him for many years and I have no doubt that he is well qualiﬁed and could do an
outstanding job. All members of our region joined me in wishing him the best chance
possible to be elected.
Hope to meet you all at the Convention.
French Version
Cette année les membres de l’Alhambra ont la chance d’assister à la convention de
Dearborn, Michigan. Si vous n’avez pas fait votre réservation ce n’est pas trop tard mais
le temps passe vite car le 11 au 13 juillet arrive rapidement. Ne manquez pas cette chance
de rencontrer des Alhambrans des autres régions et d’échanger avec eux de ce qui se
passe dans leur région.
A titre d’exemple il y a quelques années j’ai eu l’opportunité de rencontrer Leo et Rita
Serowick à la convention de Lexington. Cette rencontre m’a permis de connaître les
détails du programme pour les afghans qui sont donnés à nos amis protégés. Ce fût une
belle surprise lors de l’évènement subséquent de les voir arriver dans leur camionnette
rempli d’afghans pour être distribué dans notre région. On ne sait donc jamais ce qui peut
arriver.
Une autre bonne raison d’assister à la Convention est de bénéﬁcier de l’hospitalité
particulière des membres de la région VI qui feront tout ce qui est possible de faire aﬁn
que votre Convention reste un souvenir inoubliable. Je n’oublierai jamais ma visite dans
cette région l’automne dernier.
La région IX est très ﬁère qu’INS Andre Beauchamp présente sa candidature à titre de
Commandeur Suprême. C’est une première pour notre région. J’ai travaillé avec lui
pendant plusieurs années. Je n’ai pas de doute qu’il est très qualiﬁé pour ce poste et qu’il
pourra faire un travail exceptionnel. Tous les membres de la région se joignent à moi pour
lui souhaiter la meilleure des chances d’être élu.

No report.

CANDIDATE FOR SUPREME
SCRIBE
SD EDWARD SMITH
Edward James Smith was born on July 3rd
1960 in Detroit, Michigan. He is the oldest
son of Kenneth and Patricia.
Eddie grew up in Detroit until 1975 when
the family moved to Northville. He is a graduate of Northville High School
and has a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Technology from Baker College
In 1984, he met his wife Kathleen and then two years later on October 11th,
they were married. Today they have two beautiful girls, Samantha and Sarah.
They live in Farmington Hills and are members of St. Fabian Church.
Eddie currently is a Design Engineer for Chrysler LLC. He is responsible for
the designing of major panel stamping dies.
He has been a member of Alhambra, Manresa Caravan #217 since 1987. In
the last 24 years he has held the oﬃce as Master of the Wardrobe, Master
of the Oasis, Grand Chamberlain, Grand Scribe, Vice Grand Commander,
Grand Commander (twice), Regional Secretary, Regional Director, Board
of Director for St. Francis Camp and is currently President of Manresa
Alhambra House Inc and Supreme Director.
As Supreme Director of Region VI, he is responsible for the oversight of
seven caravans. These caravans are very active in the region. With multiple
fundraisers and events for God’s Special Children he has kept pretty busy.
He was responsible for organizing the last two very successful Great Lakes
Seminars. Currently Eddie is working with the International Order of
Alhambra’s 54th Biennial Convention committee, which is being held in his
region, to assure that it is one of the most memorable events the Order has
seen.
He believes with his experience and talents, he will be able add valuable
insight to the Executive Committee as Supreme Scribe.

Au plaisir de vous rencontrer à la Convention.
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Region III (Continued from Page 10)
Padul #69
Padul will hold a divan/caravan meeting Thursday, April 28th at the VFW. A dinner
will be held at 6:00 pm following by the caravan meeting. On Saturday, May 7th,
Padul will be assisting with the Special Olympic’s Track and Field events for the
mentally disabled followed by their annual Memorial Mass on Sunday, May 15th,
at Holy Trinity at 9:00 am and breakfast at the Knight of Columbus #3548. The
caravan has a Bull Roast planned for June 25th at Skip Miller’s residence.
A Special Welcome Home to Father John Kowaleski, Grand Commander of Osma
#110 who just returned from mission work in Africa!

CANDIDATES FOR SUPREME DIRECTOR
Region I

None as of this writing

Region II

Patrick Umbra, Alhamar Caravan #4

Region III

Michael Stakem, Wamba Caravan #89

Region IV

Jim Rigby, Oran Caravan # 67

Region V

None as of this writing

Region VI

Richard Sosin, Sancho Caravan #261

Region VII

Joe B. Cortinaz, Bejar Caravan #56

Region VIII

Chris Braun, Aben Zoar Caravan #133

Region IX

Gilles Benard, Toloza Caravan #81

Region X

Jim DeZorzi, Algarva Caravan #168

Anyone in Regions I and V who would like
to take over as the Supreme Director, contact
Roger Reid immediately to advise. If nobody
steps forward these positions will remain vacant
until a Sir Noble can be appointed by the new
Supreme Commander.

OCEAN CITY
ALHAMBRA GETTOGETHER
DATE: THURSDAY OCTOBER
13-14-15
PLACE: OCEAN CITY, MD,
HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL
1-888-465-3451
FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT PSC ED FIORELLA
757-362-9225
VISIT THE NEWLY OPENED
OCEAN CITY DOWNS CASINO
10 MINUTES FROM THE HOTEL
PADUL 69 WILL AGAIN
SPONSOR THE HORSE RACING
IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM
COME ON OUT AND ENJOY A
FUN WEEK END- EVEN IF THE
WEATHER IS BAD
WE HAVE A GREAT TIME
WITH FELLOWSHIP AND
REMEMBERING ALL THE GOOD
TIMES WE HAVE HAD
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ATTENTION GRAND Commanders and Historiographers
SCRAPBOOK CONTEST AT 54th BIENNIAL CONVENTION
Prepare now with either:
a. 12X12 pages sold by any company with or without page protectors or
b. Traditional large album.
It must have a hard cover and the Caravan Name and Number on the cover. It must be submitted by the end of business on Monday July 11, 2011. For more
information contact PGC Connie Quinn at cpquinn@sbcglobal.net or phone 517-552-0098. See below for the Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules.

Order of Alhambra
54th Biennial Alhambra Convention
Dearborn – Michigan - July 2011
Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules
General Overview:
A. Purpose: To serve as the oﬃcial scrapbook rules and to preserve historical
documentation for the Order, Region and Caravan.
B. Objective: Members and Sultanas will be able to:
1. Develop a deeper understanding of the activities of a caravan within
their respective regions and communities.
2. Display creative and artistic entries.

There must be no less than three (3) scrapbooks submitted by Grand Commanders
for judging.
There shall be no scrapbook contest if fewer than three (3) scrapbooks are entered
in the contest.
E. Judging:
The judge or judges shall be appointed by the Supreme Commander and
no judge shall be appointed if his caravan submits a scrapbook for consideration in
the contest.
The following categories shall be judged:
Originality- the ability to present a newness that exists in something not
done before.
Creativity - the ability to present creatively.

3. Develop powerful public relations tools.
C. Guidelines: Two options for scrapbooks:

Content - the ability to present pictures, theme, and text without
repetition.

1. 12 x 12 pages sold by any company with or without page protectors.

Heartwarming - a layout that has a “feel good” theme and presentation.

2. Traditional large album.

Clean and Simple - a layout that really embodies the principle of “less is

All submissions shall have a hard cover and identify the caravan name and
number.

more.”

All submissions must be contained in one scrapbook and may not contain loose
pages.

story.

It is optionally suggested that scrapbook submissions have one Table of Contents at
the beginning of the book.
Grand Commanders must present their scrapbook to the scrapbook contest judge at
the convention site by close of business no later than Monday, July 11th. Scrapbooks
must be picked up by Grand Commanders no later than 2:00 PM, July 13th, 2011.
All submissions should be organized in one of the following ways:
Chronologically - arranged in order.
Yearly.
All articles, photographs, drawings and other must be trimmed, permanently
attached and identiﬁed.
Pages should not be entirely laminated.
Collages can be used as art but cannot be the only historical content on the page.

Story Telling - a layout that communicates on many levels and tells a
Innovativeness - a layout that really pushes the boundaries of techniques
and/or themes.
Use of Color - a layout that blends, melds, mixes, or juxtaposes color
The decisions of the judge or judges are ﬁnal and may not be appealed.
F: Awards:
There shall be three categories of awards:
1.

One First Place Award

2.

One Second Place Award

3.

One or more Honorable Mention Award(s)

G: Publication Rule:
The Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules shall be published in The Alhambran, prior
to the biennial Alhambra Convention.

D. Mandatory Number of Scrapbooks that Must Be Submitted:
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Caravans

Wamba Caravan #89 A.C.I.T. Basketball Tournament

Wamba Caravan #89 Hooley Plunge

Wamba Sir Nobles with trophies presented at the 2011 ACIT

VSC Andre and Danielle Beauchamp and SD Michael and
Diane Stakem enjoying the ACIT basketball games

Head Coach Bob Boyle, PGC’s Eric Harper & Troy Thomas
at Bishop Walsh game

GC Gary White and ACIT General Chairman Joe Carter
presenting checks to VSC Andre Beauchamp and SD Michael
Stakem for the Order of Alhambra

Wamba members working the registration table at the
2011 Hooley Plunge

SN’s Fred Squires and Tim Jackson preparing
Wamba’s famous sausage sandwiches at the Hooley

Tai Caravan #125, Garﬁeld Heights Ohio, hosted a St. Patrick’s Day Disco Party on March 12th for the
Garﬁeld Heights Friends and Parents complete with Corned Beef sandwiches and all the trimmings. Music
and entertainment was provided by D.J. Ralph. He kept them on their feet, singing, dancing and marching
around for two hours and then they did not want to go home.
PGC John Sangiovanni presented “The Unsung Hero
Award” at the Hooley

PGC Dick Kawolics with Mary, President of
the Garﬁeld Hts Friends and Parents

D.J. Ralph Szubski leading
marching

Group enjoying the party

PGC Brad Staﬀord and Sir Noble Joe Caporale take a
chilly dip at the 2011 Hooley Plunge
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in Action

Fatima Caravan #265 pictures from Saturday Archdiocese Mass with Cardinal on Deafness
Disability and Faith.

2011 Alhambra-Shrine Circus Day
Region VI

Diego Caravan #255 S.T.A.R. Christmas Party on Movie Day Pictures

Alhamar Caravan #4 recently held a Past Grand Commanders Dinner honoring Immediate Past Grand Commander
Francis A. Kennedy and his wife Kathy Kennedy. They were both our leaders from October 31, 2004 until October 31, 2010

Sitting; Honorees Francis A. Kennedy Past Grand Commander, Kathy Kennedy Past Sultana Grand Commander; Standing Thomas
Dugan Grand Chamberlain, Past Grand Commander, Kathleen Miller Sultana Vice Grand Commander, Alma Berlot dedicated friend
of the Caravan, Karen Dougherty Sultana Grand Commander, Karen Keeney Sultana Grand Scribe, Alvin Berlot dedicated friend,
next middle James Bower Sentinel of the Tower, Thomas Keeney Past Grand Commander, standing back row, Patrick Umbra Deputy
Supreme Director, David Miller Grand Scribe, Raymond Kownacki Grand Advocate, Raymond Metzo Jr. Grand Commander
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Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #1
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Galicia Caravan #77, Detroit, Michigan, by Grand Commander, Ron
Surma on behalf of its oﬃcers and members.
With reference to: Al Sunna, (2007) Constitutional Article I, “Name and Religious Aﬃliation,” Section
2, “Religious Aﬃliation,” Page 1, and Al Sunna (2007) Constitutional Article III, “Membership,”
Section 1, “Eligibility, Page 1.
1) Present Wording:
Al Sunna, (2007) Constitutional Article I, “Name and Religious Aﬃliation,” Section 2, Page 1. The
Order is comprised of members who are in communion with the Holy See.
1) Proposed Wording:
Al Sunna, (2007) Constitutional Article I, “Name and Religious Aﬃliation,” Section 2, Page 1. The
Order is comprised of male Christian members.
1) Rational:
Oﬃcers and members of Galicia Caravan #77 feel that dwindling membership in the Order is serious
and necessitates opening membership to all male Christians. Grand Divan members would have the
responsibility to interview prospective applicants and the Caravan members vote to either accept or
reject the applicant.
2) Present Wording:
Al Sunna (2007) Constitutional Article III, “Membership”, Section 1, “Eligibility”, Page 1.
Any Catholic male 18 years of age or older who is in good standing in the Catholic Church may
request membership in the Order. After admission membership may be continued as long as there is
compliance with the governing documents of the Order, as these may be modiﬁed from time to time,
and the member remains in good standing in the Catholic Church.
2) Proposed Wording:
Al Sunna (2007) Constitutional Article III, “Membership”, Section 1, “Eligibility”, Page 1.
Any Christian male 18 years of age or older may request membership in the Order. After admission
to the Order membership may be continued so long as there is compliance with the governing
documents of the Order, as these may be modiﬁed from time to time.
2) Rationale:
Oﬃcers and members of Galicia Caravan #77 feel that dwindling membership in the Order is serious
and necessitates opening membership to all male Christians. Grand Divan members would have the
responsibility to interview prospective applicants and the Caravan members vote to either accept or
reject the applicant.
Petition #3
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Algarva Caravan #168, Ontario, Canada by Grand Commander, Peter
De Vet on behalf of its oﬃcers and members.
With reference to: Al Sunna, (2007) Bylaws, Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 1, “Per Capita and
Assessments,” Page 32
Present Wording:
Per capita and assessments shall be based on the needs for operating expenses for the Order,
including publicity, public relations, insurance and other costs to operate the Secretariat. The
Executive Committee shall establish the per capita and assessments amount coincidental with the
budget proposal to the Council of Viziers.

Petition #2
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: The Council of Caravan, Region VIII, Southern California,
Supreme Director, Michael Caligiuri on behalf of its oﬃcers and members.
With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article III, “Membership,” Section 1, “Eligibility,” Page 1
Present Wording:
Any Catholic male 18 years of age or older who is in good standing in the Catholic Church may
request membership in the Order. After admission membership may be continued so long as there is
compliance with the governing documents of the Order, as these may be modiﬁed from time to time,
and the member remains in good standing in the Catholic Church.
Proposed Wording:
Any Catholic 18 years of age or older who is in good standing in the Catholic Church may request
membership in the Order. After admission membership may be continued so long as there is
compliance with the governing documents of the Order, as these may be modiﬁed from time to time,
and the member remains in good standing in the Catholic Church.
Rationale:
It has long been recognized that the membership in the International Order of Alhambra has been
dropping for any number of reasons. It is believed that by dropping the requirement to admit male
members only, the Order may grow its membership and cease denying membership to females.
Petition #4
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Council of Viziers
With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article V, “Oﬃcers,” Section 3, “Eligibility,” Page 3
Present Wording:
Candidates For elective oﬃce shall be persons of integrity and character that are in good standing
in the Order. Candidates must be bondable and agree to serve if elected. The Supreme Chamberlain
shall be professionally qualiﬁed in ﬁnancial matters by education or positions previously held; and
the Supreme Advocate shall be an Attorney or Counselor-at-law.
Proposed Wording:
Candidates For elective oﬃce shall be persons of integrity and character that are in good standing
in the Order. Candidates must be bondable and agree to serve if elected. The Supreme Chamberlain
shall be professionally qualiﬁed in ﬁnancial matters by education or positions previously held.
Rationale:
It is felt by the members of the Council of Viziers that the elected position of Supreme Advocate need
not be an Attorney or Counselor-at-law. In the past twenty-years the Order was never able to use an
attorney in any law suit against the Order of Alhambra. The reason is that our Supreme Advocate as
an attorney is limited as to where and in what jurisdiction he may practice law. In every case where
the Order has been involved in a law suit, the Order has had to hire an attorney in that particular
jurisdiction to represent the Order. In addition it has been increasingly diﬃcult to ﬁnd a suitable
attorney candidate to ﬁll this position. It is felt that a well qualiﬁed member would serve the Order
without being an attorney.
Petition #5
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by:
Beauchamp.

Executive Committee and Vice Supreme Commander, André

Proposed Wording:
Per capita and assessments shall be based on the needs for operating expenses for the Order,
including publicity, public relations, insurance auditing, legal fees, taxes and other costs to operate
the Secretariat. The Executive Committee shall establish the per capita and assessments amounts
coincidental with the budget proposal to the voting delegates (convention) for their review and ﬁnal
approval.

Present Wording:
None –This is a new Standing Committee

This proposed amendment, if approved, will also rewrite Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article VI, “Oﬃcer
Duties,” Section 5, “Supreme Chamberlain,” Page 18. (Last paragraph)

Proposed Wording:
Section 1. Adds the name, “New Alhambra Committee” to the list of names included in the Standing
Committees.

Rationale:
Members of the Order believe they will have a better opportunity to voice their opinion on budgetary
matters pertaining to operating expenses for the Order, while the delegates are attending the biennial
Supreme Divan meetings. Members of Algarva Caravan #168 believe that ﬁnal review and approval
of the budget should be a function of the elected delegates rather than the Council of Viziers at
their annual meeting which takes place one-day after the closing of the Supreme Divan meeting. In
addition, debate and the approval vote of the delegates will be included in the minutes of the Supreme
Divan meetings as oﬃcially recorded by the court reporter or stenographer. This gives the discussion
on the subject of the per capita and assessments transparency.

Rationale:
The Executive Committee established the “New Alhambra Committee,” (NAC) on February 26, 2011
in an eﬀort to give time to this committee to help transition the Order from a fraternal Order to
primarily a Charitable Order. The Executive Committee believes there are signiﬁcant beneﬁts to
be gained in terms of oﬀering membership to families with developmentally disabled children and
young adults through an Charitable organization that has no restrictions while keeping the fraternal
organization (Order of Alhambra) in tack so that sponsored members may continue to join Caravans.
The committee believes it can achieve these goals and report back to the delegates during the 2013
Alhambra Convention and Supreme Divan meetings. Committee members will be appointed by the
newly elected Supreme Commander immediately following this convention.

The Alhambran 18

With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article VII, “Standing Committees,” Section 1, “Names,” Page
20

Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #6

Petition #8

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 4, b., “Fund Accounts,” Page 32

With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article XVII, “Revenue,” Invoicing,” Section 3, Page 32
Present Wording:
Section 3 — Invoicing
a. The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans in January for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments,
based on the records of membership on ﬁle as of December 31st of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans
are due and payable on or before March 1st. The Secretariat shall adjust Caravan membership rolls of reported
deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessments invoices.
b. The Grand Commander and Grand Chamberlain of caravans failing to pay per capita and assessments by
March 1st will be mailed a ﬁnal “Demand for Payment,” notice. If per capita and assessments are not received
in-full within the next thirty days, the Caravan will be disbanded by oﬃcial notiﬁcation to the Grand Commander,
by certiﬁed mail. (Rev. 7/10)
Proposed Wording:
Section 3 — Invoicing
c. The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans in September for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments,
based on the records of membership on ﬁle as of August 31st of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans are
due and payable on or before November 1st. The Secretariat shall adjust Caravan membership rolls of reported
deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessments invoices.
d. The Grand Commander and Grand Chamberlain of caravans failing to pay per capita and assessments by
November 1st, will be mailed a ﬁnal “Demand For Payment,” notice. If per capita and assessments are not
received in-full within the next thirty days, the Caravan will be disbanded by oﬃcial notiﬁcation to the Grand
Commander, by certiﬁed mail.
Rationale:
1. Revenues for the Order have steadily declined over the past 10+ years.
2. As the ﬁscal year is July 1- June 30, billing of per-capita in January means the Order is six months in arrears
on revenue receipts
3. As we allow caravans a 6 months arrearage on per-capita billing cycles, if members are purged in December
as the current system allows, then the Order incurs non recoverable costs associated with those members, i.e.
General Comprehensive and Liability insurance, as well as costs associated with the publication and distribution
of the Alhambran.
4. Lastly, the Orders cash ﬂow (i.e. our cash revenues and expenses on a monthly basis) is no longer sustainable
from July to January when we submit and start receiving per-capita revenues. From July 2010 through January
2011, the Orders revenues, were $65,000 short of us in payment of our bills. To resolve the issue, the General
fund “borrowed” $65,000 from the charity fund to pay our expenses. While this has been the accepted process for
the past few years the issue could result in our losing our 501(C)(3) status for Alhambra Charities Inc.
Petition #7
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux

Present Wording:
Section 4 — Fund Accounts
b. The principal of the Alhambra Charity Funds, Inc. shall be maintained intact and used for no other
purpose than the furthering of the charitable programs of the Order. Moneys in said fund and the
proceeds therefrom shall not under any circumstances be invested in, transferred to, or loaned to any
other fund of the Order, except those allowed for administering the fund. (Rev. 7/05)
Proposed Wording:
Section 4 — Fund Accounts
b. The principal of the Alhambra Charity Funds, Inc. shall be maintained intact and used for no
other purpose than the furthering of the charitable programs of the Order. Moneys in said fund and
the proceeds therefrom shall not under any circumstances be invested in, transferred to, or loaned to
any other fund of the Order, except those allowed for administering the fund. In no event shall the
cost of administering the fund be greater than 30% of the revenues received through but not limited
to dividends paid, capital gains realized and interest revenues of said fund. The costs of accounting,
legal and other professional services shall not be considered “administrative costs” and as such shall
not be counted in the 30% administrative costs.
Rationale:
1. As of January 30, 2011, the General Fund of the Order has used $82,000 from Alhambra Charities
Inc.
2. After a conversation with my CPA, to reduce costs I didn’t speak with Laura Barwick our
professional accountant, he believes that the Order could be in jeopardy of losing our 501 (C)(3)
status, if we spend more than our revenues.
3. Al Sunna By-Laws state currently that we are only to spend the amount allowed for administering
the fund. What is that amount? As we do not expense any costs against the fund, except those
speciﬁcally attributed to the fund, I believe that placing a percentage of revenues is appropriate.
Based upon our projected income in 2010-2011, I proposed $30,000 this ﬁscal year. As stated
previously we are nearly 3x that amount.
4. I believe that this could become the single biggest issue this year during the Supreme Divan.
Of great concern is the issue of our ﬁduciary responsibility. We must control our spending, which
I believe are not being achieved. I oﬀer for example the last Executive Committee Meeting in
which the meeting was approximately 3 hours in length over a 3 day period. Only the Supreme
Commander can call a meeting and requiring members to ﬂy in on Thursday for a Friday meeting
and being asked to stay until Sunday fails the smell test. The Executive Committee should be using
WebEx, GoToMeetings or some other form of communication for these meetings to save costs, but
more importantly, we must do everything within our power to avoid the appearance of inappropriate
actions. This proposal will limit the ability to raid this fund for general fund expenses.
Petition #9

With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 3, “Invoicing,” Page 32

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Present Wording:
Section 3 — Invoicing
a. The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans in January for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments,
based on the records of membership on ﬁle as of December 31st of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans
are due and payable on or before March 1st. The Secretariat shall adjust Caravan membership rolls of reported
deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessments invoices.
b. The Grand Commander and each member in good standing of caravans failing to pay per capita and
assessments by March 1st will be mailed a ﬁnal “Demand for Payment,” notice. If per capita and assessments are
not received in-full within the next ninety days, the Caravan will be disbanded by oﬃcial notiﬁcation to the Grand
Commander, by certiﬁed mail. (Rev. 7/05)

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux

Proposed Wording:
Section 3 — Invoicing
a. The Secretariat shall invoice Caravans in January for the approved amount of the per capita and assessments,
based on the records of membership on ﬁle as of December 31st of each calendar year. Invoices to Caravans
are due and payable on or before March 1st. The Secretariat shall adjust Caravan membership rolls of reported
deaths, demits, transfers and suspensions, before mailing per capita and assessments invoices.
b. The Grand Commander and Grand Chamberlain of caravans failing to pay per capita and assessments by
March 1st will be mailed a ﬁnal “Demand for Payment,” notice. If per capita and assessments are not received
in-full within the next thirty days, the Caravan will be disbanded by oﬃcial notiﬁcation to the Grand Commander,
by certiﬁed mail.
Rationale:
1. As the Grand Commander is the “Elected Oﬃcial in Charge” of the caravan.
2. The Grand Commander shall sign all orders to the Grand Chamberlain for the payment of money as ordered
by the Grand Divan.
3. As such the Grand Commander and the Grand Chamberlain as the keeper of the funds of the caravan should
be the only members informed of a caravan failing to pay their per capita. As members do not pay per capita,
notifying them of the caravan’s failure to pay per capita is not productive, and is very costly to the Secretariat.
4. Lastly, as the invoicing is already six months in arrears, and we allow 60 days for payment, allowing an
additional ninety days before disbandment is not productive. Caravans and members, who wish to leave the
Order, should not beneﬁt from eleven months of “free membership” before caravan charters are being pulled.

With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 2, “Exemptions,” Page 32
Present Wording:
Section 2 — Exemptions
The following are exempt from paying per capita and assessments:
a. Past Supreme Commanders;
b. All clergy; and, (Rev. 7/05)
c. Sir Nobles issued Life Member status prior to September 18, 1975.
Proposed Wording:
Section 2 — Exemptions
The following are exempt from paying per capita and assessments:
a. Past Supreme Commanders;
b. One Clergy member per Caravan; and,
c. Sir Nobles issued Life Member status prior to September 18, 1975.
Rationale:
1. As membership has declined, our per capita costs have continued to increase. By allowing
membership to clergy, without any associated costs being billed forces other non clergy members to
pay increased costs. With current clergy membership at nearly 10% of our total this has placed an
unfair burden on all other members.
2. Some caravans will say that clergy should not be forced to pay per capita, but those same caravans
have the ability to bill those clergy dues or pay their per capita themselves. All other caravans should
not be forced to supplement these non paying members.
3. Clergy members do cost us. We pay insurance and Alhambran costs for each member including
clergy.
4. Charging for Clergy would allow us to hold down our per capita increases and even build up a
small reserve in the General Fund.
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Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #10

Petition #12

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux

NEW SECTION
ARTICLE XVII
REVENUE
Section 8 — General Fund Raﬄe
a. Annually, at the Supreme Divan Meeting or the Council of Viziers Meeting, a General Fund Raﬄe will be held
with all proceeds going to the General Fund.
b. All caravans will be required to participate in the General Fund Raﬄe proportionately to their total
membership.
c. Each caravan will be sent one (1) ticket per each ﬁve (5) members.
d. Each caravan will be required to remit to the Secretariat the appropriate funds equal to the number of tickets
they have been sent.
e. All ticket sales revenue in excess of the required one (1) per ﬁve (5) members will be split equally between the
Order and the selling caravan.
f. The Caravan selling the winning ticket, to a non member winner, will receive $500 as a donation to their charity
fund, from the Alhambra Charity Inc. fund.

With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article VI, “Election of Oﬃcers,” Section 5, b and c. “Voting Power,”
Page 3 & 4 & 5

Rationale:

Present Wording:
Section 5b — Voting Power.
b. The voting power of a Caravan shall be determined by the total membership excluding clergy as shown by
the oﬃcial records of the Executive Director as of July 1st preceding the opening session of the Supreme Divan
meeting. The ballot shall be given to the Grand Commander or his designate. Caravans present shall be entitled to
one (1) vote for every increment of twenty-ﬁve (25) members or portion thereof. (Rev. 7/05)
c. In case of a tie vote, there shall be a run-oﬀ election for each tied position
Proposed Wording: (Sections b, c, d and e)
Section 5b — Voting Power
b. The voting power of a Caravan shall be determined by the total membership excluding clergy as shown by
the oﬃcial records of the Executive Director as of July 1st preceding the opening session of the Supreme Divan
meeting. The ballot shall be given to the Grand Commander or his designate. Caravans present shall be entitled
to one (1) vote for every increment of twenty-ﬁve (25) members or portion thereof.

1. In the past, caravans have been inclined to return to the Secretariat their General Fund Tickets, unopened, and
unsold
2. Every caravan must support the Secretariat, proportionately to their membership
3. Requiring this amendment to the By-Laws will require the caravan to sell or pay for their share of General
Fund Raﬄe tickets.
4. Providing an incentive to the selling Caravan to sell tickets to outside sources, will allow the Order to procure,
secure or obtain from other sources, not members or Caravans.

c. The number of votes each caravan is entitled to shall require one member in good standing of that caravan to
be in attendance, registered for the Supreme Divan, and staying in the Convention hotel, in order to be cast. If a
caravan is not fully represented, equal to their available voting power, that caravan will be allowed to cast votes
based on the number of members in good standing and registered in attendance at the Supreme Divan Meeting.

Petition #11

e. In case of a tie vote, there shall be a run-oﬀ election for each tied position

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Rationale:
1. Attendance at the past 3-5 conventions have been declining at an alarming rate.
2. While larger caravans should be allowed additional voting power, the ability to cast those votes should be
represented at the Supreme Divan. By this I mean that a caravan with 6 available votes for Supreme Oﬃcers,
should be represented equally proportional to a caravan with only one vote.
3. This increased membership in attendance at the Supreme Divan meeting should make the convention more
self suﬃcient ﬁnancially.

This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux
With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article V, “Oﬃcers,” Section 3, “Eligibility,” Page 3
Present Wording:
Section 3 — Eligibility
Candidates for elective oﬃce shall be persons of integrity and character that are in good standing in the Order.
Candidates must be bondable and agree to serve if elected. The Supreme Chamberlain shall be professionally
qualiﬁed in ﬁnancial matters by education or positions previously held; and the Supreme Advocate shall be an
Attorney or Counselor-at-Law
Proposed Wording:
Section 3 — Eligibility
Candidates for elective oﬃce shall be persons of integrity and character that are in good standing in the Order.
Candidates must be bondable and agree to serve if elected. The Supreme Chamberlain shall be professionally
qualiﬁed in ﬁnancial matters by education or positions previously held.
Rationale:
1. By having the requirement of Counselor or Attorney attached we limit the ability of most members to join the
Executive Committee.
2. As our Advocate is not versed in every states laws, we are required to hire an attorney to represent us locally
when a lawsuit happen, or other needs arise.
3. If no current member, who is an attorney or counselor, run for elected oﬃce in this position, then we have
an open position on the board, leaving only four members on the Executive Committee. This makes tie votes a
probability, unless the Supreme Commander dissented in voting.
4. With an open position, the Supreme Commander has a duty to ﬁll the position with a duly qualiﬁed individual,
thus being able to “load” the board if they so choose. This would eliminate the individual thought required on the
Executive Committee to eﬀective.
5. This same requirement is not required for the position of Grand Advocate on caravan divans.
Petition #26
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Vice Supreme Commander, André Beauchamp
With reference to: Rules, Policies and Procedures, “Organization,” Page 13
Present Wording:
None (New Title)
Proposed Wording:
Charitable Organization
Caravans may establish a charitable not-for-proﬁt organization that would permit and facilitate families,
individuals as well as families with dependents having intellectual disabilities.
Rationale:
It is necessary that the Order recognize and include to our organization, families, individuals and families
with dependents having intellectual disabilities. The composition of a Not-for-Proﬁt Charitable Organization
would permit an independent social society that would not be ruled by our governing documents, ceremonies or
ceremonials. Caravans would not be required or mandated to adopt a Charitable Organization and Caravans may
exist as they are presently constituted.
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d. Current Supreme Oﬃcers and Past Supreme Commanders will only be allowed to count as caravan members
in attendance, if they do not wish to exercise their right to vote.

Petition #13
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws “ Article XVII, “Revenue,” Section 1, “Per Capita and
Assessments,” Page 32
Present Wording:
Section 1 — Per Capita and Assessments
Per capita and assessments shall be based on the needs for operating expenses for the Order, including
publicity, public relations, insurance and other costs to operate the Secretariat. The Council of Viziers
shall establish the per capita and assessments amounts coincidental with the budget proposal to the
Council of Viziers for review and approval.
Proposed Wording:
Section 1 — Per Capita and Assessments
Per capita and assessments shall be based on the needs for operating expenses for the Order, including
publicity, public relations, insurance and other costs to operate the Secretariat. The Supreme Divan
shall establish the per capita in convention years, and the Council of Viziers shall establish the per
capita and assessments in years which a Supreme Divan is not held amounts coincidental with the
budget proposal to the Council of Viziers for review and approval.
Rationale:
1. As it currently exists, the Executive Committee has not approved the Per Capita, instead, the
current Supreme Commander has determined that the Council of Viziers shall set the per capita
amount annually, not in accordance with the By-Laws.
2. As the membership constantly complains about per capita costs, allow them the opportunity to have
a voice in the costs membership. Maybe, if per capita is set by a vote of the members, membership
will be willing to contribute to the cost of membership.
3. As it currently exists, the budget is approved Pre Supreme Divan, at the Council of Viziers meeting.
Past practice has been to postpone the per capita assessment discussion, until after the Supreme Divan
at the Post Supreme Divan meeting. In San Antonio, there was some dissent among the Supreme
Directors in this practice, as they felt they had no input to the budget process, but had to set per capita.
A losing proposition for them.
4. While I understand that this may create an issue at the Supreme Divan, I believe that membership
needs to be more actively involved in the Order. By allowing them a voice in the process, we as
Executive Committee and Council of Vizier members will not have to explain our actions every year
but only once every two years.

Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #14
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Petition #17
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima #265

This petition is submitted by: This amendment is submitted by VSC André Beauchamp.
With reference to: Rules, Policies and Procedures, “Organization,” “Executive Committee Meetings,” Page 15.
Present Wording:
None: This amendment to the Rules, Policies and Procedure establishes an agenda for the Executive Committee
meetings.
Proposed Wording:
Add paragraph d., page 15
Agenda:
1.
Call to Order and Opening Prayer
2.
Roll Call of committee oﬃcers
3.
Approval of minutes of last meeting
4.
Unﬁnished business
5.
Report of Supreme Chamberlain
6.
Reading of communications
7.
Report of the Executive Director
8.
Report of the Supreme Commander
9.
New Business
10.
Closing Prayer
Rationale:
The Executive Committee approved this agenda for the control and consistency of its quarterly meetings.

Petition #15
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Council of Viziers
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article III, “Membership,” Section 3, “Symbol of Rank,”
subsection (d.) Page 12/13.
Present Wording:
Subsection (d.) Symbol of Rank – Chairman of Standing Committees and Deputy Directors - Silver
Proposed Wording:
Adds to subsection (d.) Symbol of Rank – Standing Committees, Deputy Supreme Directors and
Editor – Silver
Rationale:
1. Clariﬁes title of Deputy Supreme Directors, and permits a Silver Tassel to the Editor of The
Alhambran.
Petition #16
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: Supreme Chamberlain, Gerald Roux
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article IV, “Supreme Divan“ Section 1, “Composition,” Page 15

With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article IV, “Organization”, Section 7, “Auxiliary Organization”.
Insert to the top of page 3. This is a new Section 7.
Present Wording:
None (New Section)
Proposed Wording:
Section 7. “There shall be created by the International Order of Alhambra an Auxiliary known as the Order of
Alhambra Auxiliary.
a. Membership in the Order of Alhambra Auxiliary shall be open to any person over the age of 18.
b. Each caravan of the International Order of Alhambra shall have the option to petition the Order of Alhambra
Auxiliary for creation of a chapter of the Auxiliary.
c. Each chapter of the Auxiliary shall be assessed a per capita fee as set by the International Order of Alhambra.
This fee may be diﬀerent than the similar fee assessed Caravans of the International Order of Alhambra.
d. The Order of Alhambra Auxiliary shall be self-governed and separately incorporated, though the International
Order of Alhambra shall be the corporation’s sole member.
e. Within sixty days of the approval of this amendment, the International Order of Alhambra shall appoint oﬃcers
to the Order of Alhambra Auxiliary for the purposes of organizing same.
f. With the exception of certain Supreme Oﬃcers, no person may at the same time be a member of both the
International Order of Alhambra and the Order of Alhambra Auxiliary.”
Rationale:
This compromise position will strengthen the Order by (a) allowing persons not otherwise allowed to become
Alhambrans to enter into the Order’s work as partners in our fraternity, our labor, and our spiritual union, (b) do
so while protecting the fundamental character of the Order as a Catholic men’s fraternal service organization, and
( c) end the debate that has taken up so much time in our business meetings and sown so much discord among our
brothers. It will also permit caravans to implement the new structure to whatever degree they wish, thus allowing
existing Sultana chapters to decide if, and how, their existing organizations will be aﬀected.
Petition #18
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article III, “Membership,” Section 1, “Initiation,” Page 12
Present Wording:
“Members shall be initiated into the Order in a digniﬁed and meaningful ceremony. A basic ceremony shall be
available for any Caravan to conduct. An embellishment of the basic ceremony shall be permitted for Caravans
or Regions to conduct at their discretion. The Council of Viziers shall prescribe the oﬃcial ceremony of the
Order.”
Proposed Wording:
“Members shall be initiated into the Order in a digniﬁed and meaningful ceremony. A basic ceremony shall be
available for any Caravan to conduct. An embellishment of the basic ceremony shall be permitted for Caravans or
Regions to conduct at their discretion. With the permission of the Executive Committee, Caravan’s may dispense
with the qualifying ceremonial altogether, and substitute the oath of membership in its place. The Council of
Viziers shall prescribe the oﬃcial ceremony of the Order.”
Rationale:
This allows a small caravan to conduct more qualifying ceremonials during the year in order to boost its
membership and simplify the process by which candidates can become full, active participants in the life of the
Order. It is essential that an option to further simplify the induction process be available to small, reorganizing,
or new caravans.

Present Wording:
Section 1 — Composition
The members of the Council of Viziers, Past Supreme Commanders, the Grand Commander, the
elected Representative from each Caravan, in attendance shall comprise the Supreme Divan and be
the voting delegates for all matters to come before this body.

Petition #19

Proposed Wording:
Section 1 — Composition
The members of the Council of Viziers, Past Supreme Commanders, the Grand Commander, the
elected Representative from each Caravan, in attendance and any member in good standing of the
Order, shall comprise the Supreme Divan and be the voting delegates for all matters to come before
this body with the exception of the election of Supreme Oﬃcers.

With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article X, “Caravans,” Section 6, “Caravan Websites and
E-Mail,” Page 24

Rationale:
1. Attendance at the past 3-5 conventions have been declining at an alarming rate.
2. This increased membership in attendance at the Supreme Divan meeting should make the
convention more self suﬃcient ﬁnancially.
3. Giving every member in attendance the ability to vote on issues (with the exception of the election
of Supreme Oﬃcers) would empower the membership.
4. Changes in the Order’s governing documents would enable each member the right to one member
one vote.
5. While this will be viewed by some as “Michigan” or “Texas” driven, the reality is that membership
would have to incur the costs associated with attending and staying at the convention hotel in order
to exercise their right to vote.
6. This proposal would not disenfranchise the membership but empower the membership.
7. This proposal would not change the 1 in 25 rule currently in eﬀect for election of Supreme
Oﬃcers.

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order
This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265

Present Wording:
None (New Section 6)
Proposed Wording:
Article X, Section 6 - Caravan Websites and Email
“180 days following the passage of this amendment, each caravan must establish the following:
a. A website listing, at a minimum, the contact information for the Caravan, its principle oﬃcers, and regular
meeting time and location, and
b. An email address for the caravan.
Caravans which fail to meet this deadline will have a website containing this information created for them by the
Secretariat.”
Rationale:
The caravans must have a web presence in order for our recruitment eﬀorts to work. Building a modern website
with the basic contact info of the caravan is easy. I built one for Fatima in 17 minutes for free. Maintaining these
websites is also easy. Requiring the Caravans to create one rather than suggesting they create one is important
to modernizing the Order.
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Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #20

Petition #22

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265
With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article IV, “Organization,” Section 8, “Auxiliary
Organization,” Page 2/3
Present Wording:
None (New Section 8)
Proposed Wording:
The Council of Viziers shall not later than January 1, 2012 create a separate membership organization
with its own rules and bylaws that will accept members who are not members of the Order of
Alhambra. This organization will be a wholly owned subsidiary of The International Order of the
Alhambra, Inc., d/b/a International Order of Alhambra, and will be formed in such a manner as to
allow the International Order of Alhambra to have ultimate oversight over its formation and activities.
Caravans may, on their own initiative, form and/or dissolve chapters of this organization.”

This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265
This petition is proposed to “Create District Representatives for the Purpose of Carrying out a Concerted
Recruitment Plan.”
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article VI, “Oﬃcer Duties,” Section 3, “Vice Supreme Commander,”
Page 17. This proposed amendment, if approved, would insert the proposed wording between and after the ﬁrst
paragraph ending in the words, “Supreme Directors and Grand Commanders AND before the second paragraph
beginning with the words, “It shall be the duty of.”
Present Wording:
None. (Insert)
Proposed Wording:
Article VI, Sec. 9: “The Vice Supreme Commander shall appoint one or more representative in each district,
in addition to a number who shall serve at large, who will be in charge of recruiting. These representatives will
be responsible for obtaining such goals as set forth by the Membership Committee, will work with Supreme
Directors and Grand Commanders in meeting said goals, and will serve at the pleasure of the Vice Supreme
Commander.”

Rationale:
This compromise position will strengthen the Order by (a) allowing persons not otherwise allowed
to become Alhambrans to enter into the Order’s work as partners in our fraternity, our labor, and our
spiritual union, (b) do so while protecting the fundamental character of the Order as a Catholic men’s
fraternal service organization, and ( c) end the debate that has taken up so much time in our business
meetings and sown so much discord among our brothers. It will also permit caravans to implement
the new structure to whatever degree they wish, thus allowing existing Sultana chapters to decide if,
and how, their existing organizations will be aﬀected.

Rationale:
To implement a recruitment plan, there must be goals. Without stated goals, we will never have progress with
recruitment. These goals must be administered by people who can be replaced in between Supreme Divan
meetings if they can’t, won’t, or don’t meet the goals. These District Representatives or District Organizers will
not replace the elected Supreme Directors, but will work with them to organize recruiting eﬀorts. They will work
in the districts independently of the authority or mandate of either.

Petition #21

This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article II, “Purposes,” Section 1, and Section 4. “Developmentally
Disabled Persons,” Page 1

This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws Article XVII, “Revenue,” Adds New Section 5 and renumbers
existing sections 5,6, and 7 to sections 6, 7 and 8, “Restore the Order’s Finances,” Page 32/33
Present Wording:
None (New Section 5 –Page 33)
Proposed Wording:
“Be it hereby resolved by the Supreme Divan of the International Order of Alhambra that the Council
of Viziers of the Order shall dissolve the Alhambra Charity Fund and restructure it as follows:
1. Half of the money from the corpus of the former Charity Fund will be used to establish a new
Charity Fund, to be held in trust by the Council of Viziers and the interest from which to be used to
provide support to the charitable endeavors of the Order of Alhambra, the surplus of said interest to
be recapitalized annually.
2. The other half of the money from the corpus of the former Charity Fund will be used to establish
a new Operating Trust, to be held in trust by the Council of Viziers and the interest from which to
be used to supplement the non-charitable program expenses of the Order, as directed by the Council
of Viziers.
“Be it further resolved that this issue will be revisited and subject to further legislation by the
Supreme Divan at its next meeting in the summer of 2013.”
Rationale:
To support the proposed recruitment eﬀorts and restructuring of the Order, and in order to reduce per
capita, the high rate of which is working to decrease membership, the Order must have capital, and it
must secure this capital from the most accessible source. This resolution thus provides for the capital
while protecting the work of the charity fund, and assures that the Supreme Divan is not “writing the
viziers a blank check” by subjecting the severance to the scrutiny of the entire order.
Furthermore, there is no reason to protect a charity fund administered by the Order if there is the risk
that, without money, there will soon be no Order to administer the charity fund. The Charity Fund Is
Not A Suicide Pact, Nor is it A Good Unto Itself. It is only as good as the Order that runs it.

Petition #23
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Present Wording:
“To assist and promote the welfare of persons who are developmentally disabled due to mental retardation.”
Proposed Wording:
This proposed amendment is to reword existing language.
CHANGE TO READ
Article II, Section 1 “To assist and promote the welfare of persons who are intellectually disabled.”
Article II, Section 4 - Position Statement of the Order
“For the purposes of public relations, the Order, its publications, and representatives will position the Order of
Alhambra using the following language:”
“The Order of Alhambra is a Catholic men’s fraternal organization dedicated to sociability, commemorating
events in Catholic history, and service to the intellectually disabled.”
“For the purposes of internal and legal regulation, the Order of Alhambra deﬁnes “Intellectual Disability” as that
spectrum of intellectual disorders named by the International Statistical Classiﬁcation of Diseases and Related
Health Problems as “mental retardation,” and incorporates ICD-10 F70 and ICD-10 F79 into this deﬁnition by
reference.”
“The Council of Viziers and Caravans may continue to use materials containing other positioning statements and
terms until supplies of such are exhausted.”
Rationale:
This resolution supplies the order with several corrections to Al Sunna needed to properly position the Order in
the modern developmental disabilities landscape.
First, it will give the Order a uniﬁed, once-sentence descriptor that can and should be applied universally whenever
the question “What is Alhambra?” is or could foreseeably be raised.
Second, it removes the controversial term “mental retardation” from the description of the focus of our charitable
eﬀorts and replaces it with the far more handy term “intellectual disability”. The Knights of Columbus have
already started using this term in their charities.
Third, it deﬁnes internally what “intellectual disability” means according to the universally accepted medical
classiﬁcation so that “intellectual disability” cannot be deﬁned by our charities in a manner that is over-broad (for
instance, to include learning disability as an “intellectual disability” would be impossible using this deﬁnition.)
Finally, it allows caravans and supreme to use materials on-hand until the supply is exhausted, thus saving time
and expense.
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Letters to the Editor

Necrology
DARRO #29

GALICIA #77

To the Editor:

WILLIAM H. PERSON, JR.

JOSEPH JAKUBIEC

Is it now time to open our membership to women?

MURET #68

TOLOZA #81

IRWIN P. WILBERT

LOUIS CHARLES ROUTHIER

CARMONA #75

TAI #125

MAURICE CANCASCI
PSC STANLEY A. TYTKO

ROBERT F. LONGANO

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.
OBITUARY

The subject will be brought up, once again, at the next biennial convention in Michigan – July
11-13, 2011. A proposed change to Al Sunna has been submitted by Region VIII that simply
states “Any Catholic 18 years of age or older who is in good standing in the Catholic Church may
request membership in the Order.” The voting members will have the opportunity to approve or
reject this change.
I’m certain the proposed change will be aggressively debated on the ﬂoor for a multitude of
reasons.
For the record, Region VIII’s rationale for the proposed change is mainly to make the Order of
Alhambra consistent with the 21st Century, and to help the Order to grow in the future. All of us
must think of the future, not just 2011.
Will allowing women into the Order now be the “saving grace” for our declining membership and
“save” the Order? Probably not, but it will help.
Will the Sultanas who have been involved in caravan activities, alongside their Sir Noble husbands,
for many years “join” the Order as a member in her own right? Probably not, why would they
want to double the families’ current dues?
However, Sir Nobles and Sultanas in almost every caravan of the Order know Catholic women
that are actually involved in their parishes and their communities. These women could be married
to a non-Catholic; they could be a widow or unmarried. Many of them would be a great addition
to a caravan and the Order if permitted to become a member.
We’re in the year 2011, not 1904 when the Order was founded and most women married younger
and were stay-at-home moms – raising their children and taking care of their home. Today, many
women work full-time, are married with children and are able to handle both very well.
Look around today…women are in almost every part of the workforce and in politics at every
level. Women are prominent in the healthcare profession, legal profession, sales, engineering,
etc. Most educators are women and on and on. Many could be potential members of our Order.

I regret to inform you that PSC Stan Tytko passed away on Thursday afternoon, April
14th at the age of 75.
Stan was sponsored into Carmona Caravan by his father in law, PGC Stephen E.
Hlivak (1958-1959) in 1972. He and his lovely Sultana Agnes would have celebrated
their golden wedding anniversary in November of this year. Stan leapfrogged his
way through many of the chairs of the Carmona Caravan Divan to become their
Grand Commander in 1985-1986. Following his term of oﬃce, Stan set his mind
to establishing the Alhambra Institute for Mental Retardation Institute. It took a lot
of ﬁghting and convincing to accomplish this, but Stan did it. He soon went on to
become Carmona Caravan’s ﬁrst and only Supreme Commander. He travelled the
country with Agnes and spent untold amounts of his personal assets to spread the good
word of the Alhambra.
Stan did not mince his words. When he had a feeling about something, you knew
exactly where he stood. He was not a politician. He loved Carmona Caravan and the
Alhambra and did everything in his power to keep both of them alive and well. He
attended every meeting, every dinner-dance, every spaghetti dinner, every canister
drive, every football weekend, and you name it and he was there. And Agnes was
always at his side at every single event.

Look around next time you go to Mass. Women are Eucharistic Ministers. Young girls are
alter servers. Women in parishes are involved in almost every aspect of church activities, faith
formation, religious education, marriage and family life education, bereavement counseling and
many other parish committees. Many of these women know about the Order of Alhambra and
what we do…another great source of membership.
In the last couple of decades, organizations like the “Elks” that have allowed women to join are
now enjoying strong and growing membership. Another organization, “Civitan” was a dying
organization until 1974 when they allowed women to join. Now Civitan is over 1 million strong
nationally. Incidentally, Civitan works with people with developmental disabilities, just like us.
Is now the time to allow women into the Order of Alhambra? YOU BET IT IS!!
Fraternally,
Mike Caligiuri

More on Page 26

We will miss Stan immensely. He was a terriﬁc member who brought smiles to our
faces and to the faces of the people that we serve. The sympathy of The Order of
Alhambra is extended to Sultana Agnes, PGC Steve, and to all of the Tytko family on
their very signiﬁcant loss.
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2011 Biennial Convention Information and Forms
2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Dearborn, Michigan
Transportation Registration Form
Use this form if you require transportation to/from Hyatt Regency Hotel
Mail form directly to:

PGC Russ Kreinbring
7519 Henry
Center Line, MI 48015

Or Phone:

(Home) 586-756-7186
(Cell) 586-292-4589

Or Email:

pkreinbring@wowway.com

Or Web:

http://alhambraconvention.com/transportation

Traveler Information:
Member’s Name: _____________________________________________________
Caravan Name/Number: _____________________________________________________
Number of Travelers: _____________________________________________________
Telephone:

(Home) ________________________ (Cell) ________________________
(Email)

_____________________________________________________

Arrival Information:
Date/Time _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus No ______________________________________________________
Departure Information:
Date/Time _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus No _____________________________________________________

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Dearborn, Michigan
Package Registration Form

The Package Registration is $250.00 per person and includes registration fees, food and beverage including
taxes and services and social events shown in the agenda. Other optional activities are planned. See Page
25 for information concerning the optional activities. Make sure you include your Option Tour selection
on this form. Use this form to reserve your package and optional tours and make checks payable to:
Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Convention Agenda
Saturday, July 9th, 2011
Council of Viziers Breakfast
Council of Viziers meeting
Convention/Scrapbook Registration
Hospitality Room open
Option Casino Tour (See Page 25 for information)

7:00 am
9:00 am
2:00-5:00 pm
Noon-Midnight
3:00-9:00 pm

Sunday, July 10th, 2011
Breakfast
Coaches depart for Orchard Lake
Opening Mass at Orchard Lake
Plaque Ceremony@ Orchard Lake
Lunch @ Orchard Lake
Convention Registration
Scrapbook Registration
Welcome Reception
Candidate’s night

7:00 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
Noon
1:00 pm
3:00-5:00 pm
3:00-5:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 pm

Monday, July 11th, 2011
Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 1
Option Solanus Casey Center Tour (See Page 25)
50’s Party! (See information on page 25)

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
12:30-4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Tuesday, July 12th, 2011
Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 2
Sultana Lunch
Sir Noble Lunch
Scrapbook Contest Judging
Optional Dinner Cruise (See Page 25 for information)

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
Noon
12:30 pm
4:00 pm
6:00-10:00 pm

Wednesday, July 13th, 2011
Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 3 – Elections
Private Reception for newly elected oﬃcers
Supreme Commander’s Ball

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Thursday, July 14th, 2011
Council of Viziers Breakfast
Council of Viziers Meeting
Council of Viziers Lunch

7:00 am
9:00 am
Noon

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Dearborn, Michigan
Hotel Registration Information

Sir Noble Name:

_______________________________________________________________

Sultana’s Name:

_______________________________________________________________

Street Address:

_______________________________________________________________

If reserving by phone, use the Group ID of “ALHAMBRA”.

City/Town:

_______________________________________________________________

State or Province:

_______________________________________________________________

There is a 10% Discount at the HYATT to all attendees registered at the convention in
the following; Perks Coﬀee Shop, ARCHIMEDES Lobby Bar, Giullo’s Restaurant on all
items except alcohol with your “lanyard”.

Telephone:
Email:

You can reserve your room online or by phone, with a Convention room rate of $115
plus 14% tax = $131.10 with FREE PARKING. Reservations until 6/16/2011.

(home) ____________________ (cell) __________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Caravan Name/Number: _____________________________________________________________
Number Submitted: ___________________ @ $250.00 U.S. Currency

A dedicated booking website has been created for the Alhambra Convention so you
will be able to make, modify and cancel your hotel reservation online, as well as take
advantage of any room upgrades, amenities or other services oﬀered by the hotel. Book
your room by using the link below:

Optional Tours: Casino____@ ($30) Solonus Casey____@ ($30) River Cruise ____@($50)

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/alhambra2011

Total Remitted:

You can also reserve your room by calling (888) 421-1442 or (402) 592-6464 – remember
your group ID is “ALHAMBRA”.

$__________________

Hotel Rooms must be booked directly with the Hotel (see elsewhere on this
page for information)
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We can’t wait to see you in Dearborn!

54th Biennial Alhambra Convention
Highlights
54th Biennial Alhambra Convention July 9 – July 13, 2011
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn, Michigan

2011 Biennial Convention
Optional Activities

Our Convention Committee Chaired by PGC William L. Marchiori and
PSCB Kenneth Kress promises to be a memorable experience for all.

These are optional activities available to you at an additional cost per person.
All activities include transportation to and from the Hyatt.

The location of the hotel oﬀers an excellent venue to conduct the many
facets of insuring a well planned fraternal meeting that combines a variety
of opportunities to see the sights of a beautiful state peninsula within a short
distance of another Country which is Canada.

Saturday night (July 9th) - Greektown Casino Trip ($30 per person,
includes $20 bonus play card) - Greektown Casino’s 75,000 square feet of
gaming space oﬀers the newest, most exciting slots, video poker machines,
table games and the region’s largest poker room. The friendliest dealers and
staﬀ in the business complement all your gaming fun. After getting your ﬁll
of gambling, head out to the neighborhood restaurants, featuring authentic
Greek cuisine-Opa! Tour Greektown shops and Old St. Mary’s where we
have an Alhambra plaque. 3 pm – 9 pm.

Numerous trips and events such as Greenﬁeld Village (now known as the
Henry Ford) oﬀers a variety of experiences from visiting a historic museum
of early Americana including a historic village in the heart of downtown
Dearborn. Also trips to more cosmopolitan centers include nearby Greek
town casinos and to Windsor, Ontario for a shopping spree.
The riverfront between Detroit and Windsor, as well as ﬁne dining, is oﬀered
not only in the hotel but within a mile of our Convention site via local
transportation. The mission of your Convention Committee is to make your
stay a pleasant and enjoyable one.
The Convention will oﬀer attendees a Motown party complete with
entertainment, a cocktail party at the top of the Hyatt Hotel, a Plaque
dedication Ceremony at St. Mary’s of Orchard Lake followed by lunch, a
splendid Banquet in the hotel ballroom and the usual Alhambran Hospitality
Room oﬀered by our own Region VI throughout your stay.

Monday afternoon (July 11th) - Venerable Solanus Casey Cultural Center
Tour ($30 per person) - Lunch, Detroit mini tour, with Supreme Chaplain
Msgr. Bass serving as your tour guide and host. Find inspiration, peace,
healing and hope in the footsteps of one of the most important role models of
our lifetime, Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, through imagination, interaction
and multi-dimensional resources. 12:30 pm – 4 pm.
Tuesday night (July 12th) - Diamond Jim’s Detroit River Cruise with
dinner ($50 per person, cash bar) - dinner & dancing cruise on the Detroit
River! 6 pm -10 pm.

Hospitality - The hospitality committee is looking for the Caravans to support
Rooms are competitively priced and staﬀ is available to attend to your every the hospitality room at the Convention. Any donation that your Caravan
need. Please join us in Pure Michigan hospitality and friendship. You’re in could make to the hospitality room would be appreciated.
good hands with Our State.
Please contact Cliﬀ Dake (cliﬀdake@yahoo.com or 248.860.0046) or PRD
Remember our convention website for further updates and links to Richard Sosin (president@saintfranciscamp.org or 734.765.2100) if you
Transportation and Hotel Registration www.alhambraconvention.com.
have any questions.

2011 Biennial Convention
July 11, 2011
50’s Party in Motown
Remember the hit song (Just like Romeo & Juliet) by The Reﬂections?
Well be prepared to hear it again in person, live by The Reﬂections.
Yes The Reﬂections will entertain you all night long so bring your best 50’s
Attire and Rock & Roll with The Reﬂections.
Included in the registration package.
Check our web site for the latest developments.
www.alhambraconvention.com

Sponsorships - We are looking for sponsors for the Convention. We have
three levels of sponsorship: Platinum $1000 (or more); Gold $500; and
Silver $250. Don’t forget there are also ads in the souvenir book. The
forms have been sent by the International. PGC Marchiori can provide any
additional information that you may need about the Convention Souvenir
Book. He can be reached at 586.771.8600. There is also more information
at alhambraconvention.com/sponsorship.

Now is the time to start
making your plans for the
2011 Convention in Dearborn,
Michigan
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TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION FOR
2011 CONVENTION

Letters to the Editor
Continued from Page 23

By Transportation Chairman PGC Russ Kreinbring
DRIVING:
From South (OHIO & EAST) - Take I-75 North to exit 41, Southﬁeld
Road Exit. Turn left at the light then follow Southﬁeld FWY North to
Michigan Ave. West. Take Michigan Ave West to the ﬁrst street, Evergreen,
and turn right. Turn right into the Fairlane Town Center, and again at the
stop sign. The Hyatt Regency is located across from Sears, in the southeast
corner of the mall.
From West - Take I-94 East to Southﬁeld FWY/M-39 NORTH. Proceed
north to Michigan Avenue West. Stay on Michigan Avenue Westbound, and
then turn right at Evergreen Road, then right into Fairlane Town Center.
From the East (CANADA) - Take I-75, I-96 north to I-94 west to exit 210A, Michigan Avenue West. Proceed approximately 5 miles to Evergreen
Road and turn right. Stay to the right, and then turn right into the Fairlane
Town Center.
FLYING:
From Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport (Approximately 13
miles):
Head northeast on William G. Rogell Drive toward East Service Road, then
stay straight to go onto Merriman Road. Merge onto I-94 East toward
Detroit. Take the M-39 Exit, number 204, toward Southﬁeld Freeway;
merge onto M-39/Southﬁeld Freeway NORTH via exit on the left. Take
the US-12 exit, number 6, toward Michigan Avenue. Merge onto Michigan
Avenue/US-12 WEST, and then veer slightly right onto Evergreen Road,
then right onto Valley View Drive. Make a right onto Town Center Drive
and approach our Metro Detroit Michigan hotel.

Dear Editor,
I was pleased to read the letters in the last issue of the Alhambran concerning my
comments on making the Order a co-ed organization. I am glad to have evidence
that my little corner of the newsletter is starting the conversation we need to have
in order to move forward.
I was especially happy to read SD Mike Caligiuri’s comments, though I was puzzled
when he seemed to say that a co-ed Alhambra wouldn’t save the Order (and on this
point I heartily agree), but is the right thing to do anyway. If such a drastic step
wouldn’t “save” the Order, why should we undertake it?
My point, of course, was not about saving the Order. It was about not destroying
it. Making the Order into something it is fundamentally not would destroy it, and
a co-ed Alhambra is fundamentally diﬀerent from the actual, real-life Alhambra we
have to work, and work very hard, to improve. There is no quick ﬁx, and there is
certainly no relief to be had in politically correct nostrums that have been defeated
by the rank and ﬁle over and over again. It is time to start concentrating on workable
solutions and give up on the co-ed fantasy
I was also interested in how SD Caligiuris seemed to twist my words. I never
once called Alhambrans “moribund.” That would be awful! I did call the Order of
Alhambra as an institution moribund (or at least this is the popular perception of
the Order.)
I look forward to working with SD Caligiuri and the whole gang at the Supreme
Divan. I am sure that this conversation and debate will bear much fruit as we work
together to improve the Order.
Al Salaam!
Will Cubbedge

St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Dick Sosin
St. Francis Camp is well on it’s way to another summer season. During the
winter months we have gone through a lot of discussions concerning the
future of the camp and everything is looking great to have a wonderful future
ﬁlled with helping God’s Special People. The local Caravans are helping in
every way possible, the State of Michigan Knights of Columbus Councils
have already started making donations for 2011 and plans are in place to
make more renovations before camp begins. If you have never seen what
the camps means to our campers make sure you check out the video on our
website - www.saintfranciscamp.org. Also you can ask any of the Sir Nobles
or Sultanas from Michigan when you visit in July at the Convention what
this gem means to Region VI and to the many children and adults who attend
every year. They will give you stories about the experiences that will leave
you smiling.
In the last issue I mentioned about a letter that was going to be sent to each
Grand Commander. This letter is still being discussed and will be mailed
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shortly.
I can tell you from personal experience that the members of Region VI do
love what this camp means to the Alhambra, to the workers that tirelessly
assist during the summer months, to the staﬀ who work year round to keep
things going and to God’s Special People that attend, some of which have
been coming to St. Francis Camp for 10 years or more. But the one thing
that stands out above everything else is the fact that, once you make the eﬀort
to see what the camp is all about, you will never be able to just walk away
from it. It pulls on your heart stings and keeps calling you back year after
year, begging you to keep the tradition alive for everyone who is served.
In closing I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to any member of
the Alhambra, with their families, who have devoted their time and eﬀort
in keeping the camp updated and making it ready for a new camp season.
Without these people the camp could not exist and would end up having to
close the doors forever.

From the Supreme Scribe Vince Braun
Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com
CHARITY COMMITTEE MEETING
Held February 26, 2011
Brownsville, TX
The Meeting was call to order by Supreme Commander Frank Fodale.
Members present: Supreme Chaplain Msgr. Ricardo Bass
Supreme Commander Frank Fodale
Vice Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp
Supreme Chamberlain Gerald Roux
Supreme Scribe Vincent Braun
Executive Director Roger Reid
Guest: Past Supreme Commander George De Winne
The minutes of the previous Alhambra Charity meeting were approved as distributed.
OLD BUSINESS:
Msgr. Bass presented a new policy for the scholarship program. This new policy details changes that outline the requirements for qualifying for scholarship grants. The policy also recommends disbanding
the scholarship committee as a standing committee. It can be reformed as an Ad Hoc committee at any time in the future if required. Disbanding this committee will require a resolution to amend Al Sunna
at the upcoming Supreme Divan meeting, next July. The new Alhambra Scholarship Policy would not restrict the number of times an applicant could submit an application for an award. Executive Director
Reid and Msgr. Bass will work together to revise the scholarship application form based on this new policy. There was a motion for the committee to accept the new policy and present it for implementation
at the convention. The motion was supported and passed.
NEW BUSINESS:
The following thirteen Scholarship Applications were approved by the Scholarship Committee:
Laura Ciambella (received $2,000.00 previously)
Christina Desmarais (1st application)
Renee Cavalieree ($1,000.00 previously)
Andrea Anglin-Alonso (1st. application)
Heather Hayes (1st application)
Kaitlin Knupp (1st application)
Brittany Barrett (1st application)
Lauren Skop (1st application)
Williesha Chambliss (1st application)
Tiﬀany Hart ($1,000.00 previously)
Joel Wromas (1st application)
Jessica Schmidt (1st application)
Dianna Secord (1st application)
A motion to approve all 13 applications for $1,000.00 each was made, seconded and passed.
There was a discussion on an e-mail message from GC Leo Alonso, Porto Caravan #104, asking for support for two Alhambra Houses. The request was very informal and did not have any speciﬁc information.
It was noted that, at this point in time, there are no pending requests for funds for new Alhambra House projects. Executive Director Reid will work with the standing committee chairman PSV Sam Yannello
to send a letter to GC Leo Alonso explaining standard procedures for requesting funds for Alhambra House projects. Our present Alhambra House Policy allows for interest free loans for up to $100,000.00
for a term of up to 20 years. Executive Director Reid will send an Alhambra House Funding application to GC Alonso.
Executive Director Reid read a letter from Region IV SD Jim Rigby to support a request for a grant from the Gulfport Public School District for their “Admirals Galley Project”. The request was for $25,000.00
This program will assist approximately 25 special education students per year along with 200 or so regular students. It was noted that the request for funds included a provision to support a building fund. After
discussion a motion was made to Grant this program $12,500.00 with the stipulation and condition that the Order of Alhambra’s charity mandate is to support aid and assistance to developmentally disabled
persons and not to support any brick and mortar building programs. The mandate of the Charity Committee was that in accepting this grant, the Gulfport Public School District would apply the donation of
$12,500 to the direct support of developmentally disabled programs and projects. Supreme Director Rigby is to be notiﬁed that if the award was not used for this speciﬁc purposes, that the donation was to be
returned to the Order of Alhambra. It was agreed that Supreme Commander Fodale would write a letter to Supreme Director Rigby specifying the conditions of the award. This motion was seconded, voted
on and passed.
The Charity Committee had a discussion concerning the fact that the Order should have a policy that limits charitable requests to Catholic based organizations. Executive Director Reid and Supreme Chaplain
Msgr. Bass will work on such a policy to be presented to the Charity Committee for their review and consideration.
Executive Director Reid read a grant request on behalf of Angel Guardians, Inc. The discussion pointed out that this request seemed to support their general operating budget. SC Frank Fodale asked for any
support for this grant. There was no motion made. E.D. Reid will send a letter of explanation to the Angel Guardians organization stating that we will not consider their request.
Supreme Chamberlain Roux made a motion to donate $5,000 to Oblates of St. Francis de Sales Missions in South Africa to advance both the Order of Alhambra in Africa, and their programs to assist the
developmentally disabled. This motion was supported and passed.
Respectfully submitted
Vince Braun
Supreme Scribe
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Caravan 0
Ms. Denise Blakely
Mrs. Dino Cademartori
Mrs. Dino Cademartori
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
M/M Mark Corte
Ms. Barbara Doherty
M/M David Hathaway
M/M Roy Lanza
M/M Roy Lanza
Ms. Ellen Lemma
M. Marcella Marciano
Marge/ Patty McMahon
Ms. Rita O’Day
Pat/Barbara Plotkowski
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
The Sultana’s of Cordova
M/M Scott Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Frances Tupper

Unaﬃliated
Marvin Peschel
Gloria Perdue
Anthony Cutugano
Derek Kozorosky
Mary Paratore
Eileen Horvath (L)
Gilbert Fontaine
Gilbert Fontaine
Michael Gambale
William Canzemi
William Cangemi, Jr.
Gilbert Fontaine
Don Christie (L)
Ann Amenta (L)
Joseph Jakubiec
Kenneth Metzger (L)
Evelyn Vitello (L)
Diane Farr (L)
Gilbert Fontaine
Denise Hockman (L)
Roseann Pappas (L)
Mary Miller (L)
Rosemary Tucker

Caravan 4 Alhamar
Alhamar Caravan #4 Raymond A, Metzo, Jr. (L)
Caravan 10 Al Kamel
M/M Wesley C. Loerich Bernard “Dutch” Dutle
Caravan 16
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr.
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr.
VGC William T. Kress
VGC William T. Kress
M/M Frank E. Maas, Jr.

Alcala
Mr. Thomas Blair
Mrs. Anne Johnson
Lawrence Kreseski
Frank J. Testani
Carmella C. Mirabile

Caravan 26
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
SN Crociano J. Monteleone
SN Crociano J. Monteleone
M/M Robert C. Robinson
Ms. Loretta Stoczynski
M/M Victor F. Turchiarell
M/M Victor F. Turchiarell
Cordova Caravan #26
PGC Donald H. Webster Jr.
PGC Donald H. Webster Jr.

Cordova
SN Robert La Barbera (L)
Matthew Pope (L)
Margie LaBarbera (L)
Harold Whitney (L)
Debbie Berdzik (L)
Ben Constantino (L)
Marion H. Palano
Alvera Robinson
Alvera Robinson
Sultana Eleanor Dengel
Alvera M. Robinson
Robert Labarbera (L)
Richard A. Blake (L)
Robert Loubarbara (L)

Caravan 29
A. L. Abila-Darro Caravan
AL Abila/Darro Caravan
PGC A. L. Abila/Darro Car
PGC A. L. Abila/Darro Car
M/M Lawrence J. Guillot
Mrs. Marie Smith

Darro
Mrs. Vivian C. Lange
Robert L. “Bobby” Ebberman, Sr.
Deacon Angeles Robin (L)
Edwin A. Cordilla (L)
Donald Fontcuberta
Past Grand Sultana Vivian Lange

Caravan 55 Aurora
M/M Clement Ceglarski Eric Edward Peterson
M/M John A. Kaslow John Devito
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Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
M/M Michael Persyn

Bejar
Mrs. Helen Tschoepe
Ben/Joan Coward-b-day (L)
Aescentia Wellman (L)
Mr. Terry Robert Odom
Eva Biediger

Caravan 69
Padul Caravan
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
Members of Padul
PGC Edward F. Etheridge
Ms. Ann Gilbert
M/M Richard J. Gregovich
M/M Richard J. Gregovich
Ms. Noreen Kresinske
M/M Paul F. Siebeking

Padul
Debbie Vohringer
John Mollura
Evelyn Blain
PSV Robert “Bob” Edwards
Eleanor Dengel
David Gross
Deborah Tyminski-Vohringer
Dave Grooz
Debbie Tyminski Vohringer
Dave Grosz
David Grosz
Deborah Vohringer

Caravan 75
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M John Peter Margeviciu
M/M John Peter Margeviciu
M/M Bryan P. Westfall

Carmona
Doug Luks
Elizabeth Kline
C. Rose Mahoney
Rita Hodec
David Radzyniwski
James Balogh
Emilia DiFranco
Frank J. Regalbuto
C. Rosemahoney
Connie Tobias (L)
Bill Coad
Maurice “Slim” Cancasci, Sr
Rita Catherine Hudec
C. Rose Mahoney
Aaron Miller

Caravan 77
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Robert Plotkowski Family
Sultanas of Galicia #77
M/M Ciro Taormina
M/M Ciro Taormina

Galicia
Elizabeth Wortman Albert
John V. Bialkowski
Brian McKenzie
Paul Dotson
James Cannon
Evelyn Blain
Rita Perna
SN Joseph Debrowski
Sultana Grace Livedoti (L)
Sultana Mary Chisholm (L)
Bishop Francis Reiss (L)
SN John Robert Green (L)
GC Edward Skop (L)
Sultana Micki Peters
Sultana Norma Messinger(L)
PGC Thomas G. Messinger
PGC Joseph S. Jakubiec (L)
PGC Raymond Redmond (L)
Sultana Peggy Short (L)
SN Ralph Arcangeli (L)
PGC Joseph Jakubiec
Elizabeth Alberts
Joe Jakubiec
Jasper Serra
Joanna Craig

Caravan 84
M/M Carl C. Fischer
M/M Carl C. Fischer
M/M Sabih A. Lawrence
Ronda Caravan #84
Ronda Caravan
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos
M/M Robert Santos

Ronda
Theodore Napolitano (L)
Walter J. Siolek
Joseph F. Georgi
Theodore Napolitano (L)
Stephen Fouce (L)
Stephen Fouce (L)
Jerry Corkanowicz (L)
Don DiCesare
Gerry Cashman
Ted Napolitano (L)
Stephen Fouce

Caravan 89
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
Ms. Sally R. Seward
M/M Robert Stakem
M/M Robert Stakem

Wamba
Damien Duvall
R. Paul George, Jr. (L)
Anna M. Stevens
Albert Blatnik
Richard Klavuhn
Albert Blatnik
Paul Dignan

Caravan 104
PSV William C. Fuchs
M/M Gerald John
M Billie Rothgeb
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens
M/M William C. Ubbens

Porto
Sultana Eleanor Dengel
Donald Lynch (L)
Jim Lansbury
Jim Lansbury
Miriam O’Neill
Rose J. Schaﬀer

Caravan 110 Osma
PGC Richard Beaulieu Cheryl Williams
Caravan 113
PGC Louis M. Cersosimo
M/M Louis M. Cersosimo
PSO Joseph N. Gallant
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
GC Manuel L. Santos
M/M Sam S. Spatafore
M/M Sam S. Spatafore
Caravan 114
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa

Lugo
SN Gilbert Fontaine
Mrs. Janice Reardon
SN Gilbert Fontaine
Mrs. Janice Reardon
SN Gilbert Fontaine
SN Gilbert Fontaine
Mrs. Janice Reardon
Braga
John Warner
Louis Spadafore
Regina Polk

Caravan 117 Zamora
SN John Pasquali Thomas F. Gorman Sr.
Caravan 126
M/M Louis A. Barrot
M/M Gerald A. Burke
Sultana Eileen Burke
M. Agnes Kneeshaw
M/M William Lawrence
M/M George Roswell
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
DRD George J. Walter

Al Fath
Norma H. Fekete
Mary Centola (L)
Francis Schultz (L)
William Harkanson
Isabella Saxton
Florence Pedersen
Sophia Nahas
William Harkanson
Francis Schultz (L)
Albert Bakeoven
Florence Pederson

Caravan 133 Aben Zoar
M/M Robert C. Day John Gatt (L)

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD
PROGRAM (continued from Page 28)
Caravan 138
M/M Patrick McGlade
M/M Fran McGlade
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
PGC Vincent Valentini
PGC Anthony A. Valentini
Caravan 143
Ms. Norma Jean Bak
M/ Norma Jean Bak
SE James E. Kremer
SE James E. Kremer

Valencia
Grace Trumbauer
Shirley A. Bucko
Joseph Valentini (L)
Anna, Robert,Elmer Hoﬀelﬁnger (L)
Vince Zoppi (L)
Barcelona
Sultana Trene Krause
Sultana Michaline (Micki) Peters
Irene Krause
Irene Krause

Caravan 151 Vigo
M/M Allen G. Wright Mrs. Mary Ann Spanko
Caravan 159 Al Jana
SN Edward N. Rizk Sophia Michals
Caravan 168 Algarva
M/M Gerald K. Forster Peter Lariviere
Caravan 176 Hafsun
SN Gerald E. Grondin SN Gerald Grondin
Caravan 183
Jerez Caravan #183
M/M James R. Parks
Jerez Caravan #183
Caravan 196
M/M Francis J. Fodale
M/M Francis J. Fodale
M/M Francis J. Fodale
Caravan 200
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris

Jerez
Anthony Schollian
SN Richard Smith (L)
SN Richard Smith (L)

Caravan 203
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone

Caravan 204 Koreisk
M/M Arthur H. Dilaura Blanche Hannigan
Caravan 209 Dar Al Ruse
SE Abraham R Gonzalez Kathleen Kelly (D) (L)
Caravan 217
SN George Jagitsch
SN George Jagitsch
Sultanas of Manresa
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
M/M Daniel A. Sewesky

Abba Koval
Robert E. Skoltis, Sr.
Joseph Petrella
Sharon Frimel (L)
Donald Readinger

Manresa
Sultana Micki Peters
SN Robert Karlek (L)
Mickie Peters (L)
Bob Karlek (L)
Thoms Connars
William Kemmerer

The “Friends of St. Francis Camp Cookbook”
is now available for purchase. This cookbook
includes about 170 recipes and several pages of
cooking hints and tips.
The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which
includes a donation to the Order of Alhambra
General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis
Camp along with a note of how many cookbooks
you wish to order and name/address where to ship
it to:
St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121

Caravan 218
M/M Roy J. Crawford
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Charles H. Poorman, J

Ben Ziri
Gerry Cashman
Geraldine Catman
Mary Goedert

Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately
upon receipt of your payment.

Caravan 255
PSC Roger J. Reid
PSC Roger J. Reid
PSC Roger J. Reid
PSC Roger J. Reid

Diego
James Cannon
David Grosz
Charlotte Biggs
Marjorie Darragh

This fund-raiser will beneﬁt the camp in many
ways including future renovations of the camp in
an ongoing eﬀort to continue to meet the needs of
the campers we hold so dear.

Caravan 262
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart

Denia
Evelyn Blain
Eleanor Dengel
Micki Peters

Asabica
Deacon Everett Deming
William Sansone
Fran Spatafore
Madeline Cirque
William Deokin

Friends of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook

Abd Al Aziz
SN Leroy Zacher (L)
Sultana Eleanor Dengel
PSC Stanley Tytko

Caravan 265 Fatima
GC J P Mikolajczyk SN Ryan Creamer (L)
Caravan 298 At Large
M/M Robert Fischer Ethel Hughes
M/M Thomas J. Smith Jr. Sultana Eleanor Dengel

The statistics published above come from the ﬁnancial records of the
International Order of Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up
to April 26, 2011.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is not reported here please
contact the staﬀ at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.

ALHAMBRA
A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO

Every eﬀort has been made to correctly record these Gifts and any error
is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way to remember
someone who is sick or who has died.

*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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Al Sunna Amendments
Petition #24

Petition #25

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

This petition is submitted by: PGC William Cubbedge, Fatima Caravan #265
1. With reference to: This is a new Article. “Reorganization of the Alhambra Charity Fund”
Present Wording:
None
Proposed Wording:
RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2011 Supreme Divan of the International Order of Alhambra:
a. THAT this Supreme Divan recognizes the immediate need of capital in order to better propagate
the urgent mission of the International Order of Alhambra, and,
b. THAT the same Supreme Divan agrees with the Council of Viziers that the trust fund known as
“The Alhambra Charity Fund” will become unmanageable without a viable, functioning International
Order of Alhambra to guide and supply it, and
c. THAT the same Supreme Divan recognizes that the Council of Viziers, in its executive function,
may dissolve the Alhambra Charity Fund at its dissection, and that upon dissolution the International
Order of Alhambra will receive the remainder interest in the trust,
d. NOW, THEREFORE let it be RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2011 Supreme Divan, sitting in
Dearborn, Michigan, as follows:
i. That the Council of Viziers shall, with our full support, dissolve the Alhambra Charity
Fund, and,
ii. That the same Council of Viziers shall divide the monies derived thereby into two
separate accounts, a new charity trust which shall be administered separately and along substantially
similar conditions as the present Alhambra Charity Fund, and a new fund which shall be administered
by the Council of Viziers, the interest from which to be used to supplement the operating fund of the
International Order of Alhambra, and the capital of which shall be invested and/or used as collateral
for capital projects of the International Order of Alhambra, and
iii. All of this is to be done as soon as possible.
Rationale: As stated in the proposed wording.
Petition #27
Petition to Amend the Governing Documents of the Order

This petition is submitted by: Executive Director, Roger Reid on behalf of our Grand Commanders
With reference to: Al Sunna, Bylaws, Article III, “Membership,” Section 7, “Life Member,” Paragraph
a. “Eligibility,” Page 13
Present Wording:
Life Member, Eligibility, Section 7, Paragraph a. Page 13
Individual Caravans, at their discretion, may issue Life Memberships to Sir Nobles who have attained
sixty-ﬁve (65) years of age and are active members in good standing in the Order for at least twentyﬁve (25 years). Sir Nobles who were reinstated in good standing with the Order after being issued a
demit shall be eligible for Life Membership after a total of twenty-ﬁve years of active membership.
Sir Nobles who were not in good standing and who were suspended for non-payment of dues, if
reinstated must serve twenty-ﬁve (25) consecutive years before obtaining Life Membership.
Proposed Wording:
Life Member, Eligibility, Section 7, Paragraph a. Page 13
Individual Caravans, at their discretion, may issue Life Memberships to Sir Nobles who have attained
sixty-ﬁve (65) years of age and are active members in good standing in the Order for at least twentyﬁve (25 years).
Rationale:
Grand Commander’s have over the years asked that this article and section be amended to remove
the stipulation that Sir Nobles who were not in good standing and who were suspended for nonpayment of dues, if reinstated must serve twenty-ﬁve (25) consecutive years before obtaining Life
Membership. Removing this caveat or position makes any member in good standing, if reinstated in
his Caravan eligible to petition his Grand Divan for Life Membership status, providing that he has
accumulated twenty-ﬁve (25) years of service in any form or combination thereof.

Candidate for Vice Supreme
Commander
Supreme Chamberlain Gerald
T. Roux

This petition is submitted by: Vice Supreme Commander, André Beauchamp
With reference to: Al Sunna, Constitutional Article XII, “Dissolution”
Section 1 Process of Dissolving the Order
- Page 8
Section 2 Liquidation and Winding Up
- Page 8
Section 3 Carrying Out Plan of Liquidation
- Page 9
Section 4 Dissolution Under the Plan
- Page 9
Present Wording:
None (New paragraph (h.)
Proposed Wording:
Section 1 Add paragraph h. This is a new paragraph
h. Within ninety (90) days following the 2011 Supreme Divan meetings, the Council of Viziers shall
upon a majority vote of its members dissolve the Order and restructure it under a plan to reorganize
the Order into primarily a charitable Not-For-Proﬁt Organization. This plan, once formulated will be
presented to the delegates at our 2013 Supreme Divan meetings.
Rationale:
The time has come to assess our position as a fraternal Order. Over the past two (2) decades
membership has declined to a point where we have no assurances that we can sustain the Order, much
longer, pay our expenses and commit to the programs and projects that were once the cornerstone and
foundation of our Order. We have evaluated every option and conclude that in the years ahead per
capita assessed to Caravans will have to be raised to support the budgets of three of our corporations,
namely, our General, Charity and Convention entities.
Convention revenues are not breaking even, the Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe and Per Capita are
not going to sustain the Order. We must take action at our upcoming Supreme Divan meetings in
Michigan to put the past behind us and charter a new course that will keep us solvent and give us a
new Mission and a new direction that will serve us in the coming years. I am asking for your support
in changing the focus of our Order from a fraternal organization, into a charitable organization, under
the guidance of a outside Maryland attorney, that includes everyone and excludes no one.
This will be a daunting task that will require my full attention should I be fortunate enough to be
elected Supreme Commander. I promise you my full devotion and my leadership skills in order to
make this important transition and change possible.
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I am Supreme Chamberlain Gerald Roux of
Manresa Caravan #217 in Northville MI, and I
seek your vote for Vice Supreme Commander.
I am a father of four children Denis, Ryan,
Haley and Jillian, having joined the Order when I was 18. My educational
background includes an MBA and Master of Science in Finance (Sept.
2011).
With 28 years experience in Alhambra I have accomplished many things
for our special people, but I am most proud of having built two Alhambra
Houses in 2002 & 2006 from the ground up with over $160,000 in donations.
Without good leadership these projects could not have been accomplished.
Previously I have had the privilege serving as Supreme Vizier, Supreme
Scribe and Supreme Chamberlain (2 terms) for this Order that I love. As
Supreme Scribe I promised to publish the minutes in a timely fashion and
kept that promise. As Supreme Chamberlain, I have balanced each budget
having to deal with declining revenues (approximately $60,000) by cutting
over $100,000 out of the budget.
With a declining membership the Order is in need of fundamental structural
change. In my four terms as a Supreme Oﬃcer, I have always looked at the
best interests of every member often to my own detriment; I will continue
to do that.
I look forward to meeting you in Detroit, discussing my ideas on the future
of Alhambra, and making you proud of your Vice Supreme Commander.

CANDIDATE FOR SUPREME ADVOCATE
WILLIAM “WILL” CUBBEDGE
William A. Cubbedge was born in Miami, Florida on March
4, 1977, and grew up in the hills of eastern Kentucky.
He was received into the Catholic Church in 1994. He
graduated from St. Joseph Central Catholic High School in
Huntington, WV in 1995, and worked for three years before
entering the University of Kentucky in Lexington, KY, from
which he took a B.A. in History in 2001. He went on to The
Catholic University of America – Columbus School of Law in Washington,
DC, where, in his ﬁrst month as a law student, he witnessed the 9/11
terrorist attack on the Pentagon. While a law student, he, along with two
undergraduates (one of whom has since been ordained to the priesthood
and the other who will become a priest in 2013) founded Fatima Caravan
#265 in 2003. He graduated with a JD in 2004.
In 2005, he married his best friend and sultana, the former Miss Lydia
Hart. Lydia was a frequent guest at Fatima’s regular poker nights, and one
might say that the couple was brought together by Alhambra. Lydia, for the
record, has no desire to join Alhambra, and thinks that admitting women
to the Order is “a profoundly bad idea.” Lydia is a homemaker and writer,
and is currently working on a book with fellow sultana Colleen Swaim on
the spirituality of infertility.
Will and Lydia then moved to Beaufort, South Carolina for a year, where
Will took a job with the ﬁrm of David Tedder and Associates. Soon, Will
shifted from real estate law to fundraising, ﬁrst with a biomedical ﬁrm,
and later with the Boy Scouts of America. Will then took his experience in
fundraising and non-proﬁt management back to Washington, serving over
two years as Director of Development for the Catholic Youth Foundation
USA, the philanthropic arm of what used to be called the National CYO.
During this period, Will and Lydia welcomed their ﬁrst daughter, Philomena,
into the world. Will also assisted the former members of the now-dormant
Fatima #265 in reorganizing on and near the campus of Catholic University,
where the caravan is now a thriving Catholic men’s service organization of
about thirty members, embracing both students and men from the outlying
community. Fatima Caravan showed their appreciation by naming Will’s
daughter, at the age of two, a Sultana.

CANDIDATE FOR SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
VINCE BRAUN
My name is Vine Braun I am ﬁfty ﬁve years old, married
and have ﬁve adult children and ﬁve grandchildren and
I am a candidate for Supreme Chamberlain. I would like
to let you know a bit about me.
I am proud to have been a member of the Order of
Alhambra for nearly 30 years. As a member of Aben
Zoar Caravan #133 I have held most of the oﬃces on the Grand Divan
including three terms as Grand Commander. I have also been active on
the regional level as a Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director and
Supreme Director. I served on the Supreme Divan as a Supreme Vizier
and am currently the Supreme Scribe.
My involvement with the Order of Alhambra starts long before my even
joining. My father was a member for over 50 years and, with my mother,
was very active. Their activities with Alhambra always included the whole
family so my brother and seven sisters grew up knowing the great work
that the Order does and being very active in supporting that work. My
Brother has also been a member for 37 years.
I have worked in the Aerospace industry for 38 years. Starting in the
machine shop learning and becoming a tool maker. I have been with
the same company for 31 years. I have advanced in my career, holding
many responsibilities. These include, Lead Person, Production Manager,
Quality Manager, Director of Materials and currently Vice President of
Materials.
In my current position I am responsible for not only the day to day but also
the long term planning of the company’s ﬁnancial resources to support the
needs of the company and its’ customers. When I started with this company
it was a small company with ﬁve employees. Today it is a company with 25
million in annual sales and 140 employees. In the 32 years of its existence
we have never had a period of time that we had to go through a lay oﬀ. I
believe this shows the commitment and loyalty of the management team.
I believe that my experiences in both the Order of Alhambra and my
professional career qualify me to best serve the Order of Alhambra as
Supreme Chamberlain and ask for your support.

After two more years in Washington, Will decided he wanted to shift back
into law, and wanted to give his wife and daughter a better home. With
this in mind, he left the CYFUSA and moved to Savannah, GA, where
he is volunteering with legal aid while seeking licensure in the State of
Georgia.
Will has been honored as an Eagle Scout and a Vigil Honor Member
of the Order of the Arrow by the Boy Scouts of America, a University
Fellow of the University of Kentucky, and as a Knight of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem by Pope Benedict XVI. He is
a member of the Savannah Guild of Catholic Lawyers, the Fellowship of
Catholic Scholars, the Phi Alpha Theta history honorary, and the Phi Delta
Phi legal fraternity. He was formerly a member of the National Catholic
Development Conference and the board of directors of the Art Deco Society
of Washington.
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Here are some of the pictures from the St. Paddy’s Day party that was held at the Biloxi
Industries on St. Paddy’s Day. This was a big party to show the kinds of work that our
Special Friends can do for the Public. While we Alhambrans were present, we surprised
the Director, Tiﬀany Hart with a scholarship check for $1,000.00. Tiﬀany is the Director
of both Biloxi Industries, a work training program for the developmentally disabled, plus
she is the director of Biloxi Community Homes. This is a group home of 10 men and 10
women who are developmentally disabled. These folks range from high functioning to
mid-range disabilities with multiple problems. While we were there, we also had our local
TV station present taking news footage for this program and special footage at the surprise
presentation of the check. These pictures were taken by Sir Noble Joe Ravita

Plaque Presentation at St. Joseph Ontario
To commemorate the visits of St. Andre Bessette to this Hamlet in 1917 & 1922
See Page 11 for article concerning this presentation.

PSC Gerry Forster & PGC
Jim De Zorzi with the plaque

Members of Algarva Caravan
#168 and the plaque

The plaque

Together we are stronger
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