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Photos from the Alhambra/Sultana participation mass and meal. Past Supreme Commander George DeWine and Gigi came
down from San Antonio to help. The Mass was celebrated by Alhambran Deacon Mike Rauen and the New Priest assigned
this mission. It was a fun and special event with a Christmas play by the 6-12 year old folks served by this mission. After
Mass the Knights of Columbus provided food and helped us serve it as well as clean up. It was an excellent example of
team work fulﬁlling Christ’s message of love.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

Chatter from our
Supreme
Commander
by Francis Fodale
Francis can be reached by e-mail at
ffodale09@comcast.net

‘Twas the Monday before Christmas and my Article for the January/February 2011
Alhambran is due. Not a theme is stirring. Not even an idea or two. When all of a sudden
it came like a ﬂash. Too late for a Merry Christmas and even for a Happy New Year! But
how about a parable or two.
A very long time ago, a sidewalk superintendent was observing three brick layers at the
construction site of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. He asked each what they were doing.
“Working hard!” said the ﬁrst. “Laying bricks!” said the second. “Building a Cathedral!”
said the third. Each was right in his own way but which brick layer would you hire?
It is rumored that the sidewalk superintendent was an angel of the Lord and that he attended
a recent Caravan meeting and asked, “What are you doing?” “We are planning a Christmas
Party for our members,” said one Sir Noble, adding, “Because we promote social, spiritual
and intellectual associations among our members.” Another Sir Noble said, “We are also
planning to mark the very spot where the ﬁrst Catholic Church was built in our town
because we identify, mark, preserve, and memorialize Catholic places, persons and events

Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Andre Beauchamp

Andre can be reached by e-mail
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Alhambra’s Last Chance
The Order of Alhambra has been in existence for 106 years and during that time delegates
from every caravan have been represented at 54 Supreme Divan meetings and Alhambra
conventions. During these Supreme Divan meetings members (delegates) have submitted
resolutions to revise and amend the constitution and bylaws of our Order. These delegates
represent their respective caravans and usually vote for amendments that are in the best
interest of the Order.
I mention this because our Order is facing a critical moment in its history and during the
next convention (July 2011) members (delegates) will be making choices that will be
historic in nature and that may project the immediate closing and shutting down of the
Order of Alhambra. During the 53rd Supreme Divan meetings held in San Antonio, Texas,
(July 2009) the delegates voted to not support an amendment to the governing documents
of the Order to dissolve the Order. During the next Supreme Divan meetings to be held in
Dearborn, Michigan, (July 2011) the Order will face the same resolution to once again to
disband the Order.
The question to be asked is “Why?” Members are complaining the per capita assessment
to Caravans is too high and that they are not willing to pay higher assessments. The facts
are that the Alhambra budget was passed after a long debate by the Council of Viziers. The
Supreme Directors who are members of the Council of Viziers are elected in each region
and represents each caravan within their region. These members voted and approved the
current budget as required by the governing documents. This approved budget rose per
capita from $48.00 in 2009 to $50.00 in 2010, per member. The increase represent less than
one cent per day.
Our per capita could be reduced signiﬁcantly if members would recruit, sponsor and bring
in new members. For the past decade, we have not had a signiﬁcant growth in membership.
Members have steadfastly refused to bring in just one member per year. There should be no
complaints when per capita raises as a result of each member refusing to bring in one new
member per year. In the last issue of the Alhambran, I produced a graph which demonstrated
a serious decline in membership, year after year.
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of historical importance.” Just then, the third Sir Noble arose and proudly said, “We are
inviting all persons who are developmentally disabled with mental retardation who live in
our town to our Christmas Party because we assist and promote the welfare of persons who
are developmentally disabled by mental retardation. “We even have gifts for the children!”
Each Sir Noble was right in his own way but which Sir Noble should you admire? The
answer, my friend is all three because each facet of our Order is important to the success of
our Order. In fact, it is the three diverse purposes of our Order which makes us unique.
It is not too late to make a New Year’s resolution. Resolve to recruit one new member in
2011!!! I recruited a member of my parish brought him into my Caravan in 2010. And I
have a prospect from another parish in my vicariate who I expect to bring into my Caravan
by the time that this article is published. I expect both men to be great assets to our Order.
I have recently had very positive feed back and oﬀer of assistance from the School of
Education and the Graduate Business School at Madonna University as a result of our
contribution to Cardinal Square which honors all four past cardinals of the Archdiocese
of Detroit and thus memorializes not one but four persons of historical importance in the
Archdiocese of Detroit. I will have more information on the possible assistance from
Madonna at the Executive Committee meeting in Brownsville and in the next Alhambran.
Our next Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for February 26, 27, 28, 2011 in
Brownsville, Texas where Theresa and I hope to meet many Sir Nobles and Sultanas of several
Texas caravans. Scholarship applications will be considered at the Brownsville meeting so
get your scholarship applications into the home oﬃce if you want them considered. If you
have any other item that you feel should be considered at the Brownsville meeting, kindly
let me or the Home Oﬃce know as soon as possible.

At this point in time, I cannot write an article that begs our members to bring in more
members. It is apparent to me that members do not wish to grow the membership of our
Order and are satisﬁed to let the Order dissolve and go out-of- business. The facts prove
my point. There are caravans and regions that are strong and are growing the Order by
increasing their membership. Michigan, Maryland and Texas are leading the Order in terms
of membership growth. We congratulate them. Their hearts are in the right place.
I am now considering a new approach oﬀered to those members and Grand Divan Oﬃcers
that wish to grow the membership in our Order. I am suggesting that at least one new
caravan be formed in every region by members taking advantage of the Order of Alhambra’s
“Alhambra House Program.” These group homes are funded by Alhambra monetary loans
approved by the Council of Viziers and supported by members who give of their time and
talents to assure the success of the Alhambra Group Homes. We have several successful
Alhambra Houses in regions throughout North America. Often Sultana groups assist our Sir
Nobles in an eﬀort to support our intellectually disabled youth and young adults.
I am ready to stand behind our Supreme Directors if they are ready to form a new caravan
with its centerpiece as a new Alhambra Group Home. My theme for 2011 is to “FORM A
NEW CARAVAN AND SURROUND THE NEW CARAVAN WITH AN ALHAMBRA
GROUP HOME.’
I’m asking YOU to help me and the “kids. This may be the last opportunity to keep the Order
of Alhambra as a viable fraternal organization.
If there are no signiﬁcant improvements towards that goal in the next coming year, the new
Supreme Commander will be forced to make drastic changes once he takes oﬃce. The
intention is not to stop what is currently working but to keep alive what is good for the
“kids”. These changes could aﬀect the structure of the Order and the routine administration
of the Order as it pertains to our regions as they exist today.
Taking drastic action could possibly mean that the regions would increase their self-suﬃciency
and autonomy. Future changes to the structure of the Order would be considered and where
possible, implemented for the Good-of-the-Order. The details of these contemplated drastic
changes are not immediately clear. It is certain that whatever changes to the structure of
the Order would have to be ﬁnalized prior to end at our 2013 Convention. It is certain
that the format of our Alhambra conventions and Supreme Divan meetings will have to
undergo major and perhaps radical changes as a cost savings measure in the near future.
Please consider forming a new caravan in each region in 2011 and consider supporting an
Alhambra sponsored Group Home. As the title of my article states, this is Alhambra’s Last
Chance.

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
Alhambra’s biennial convention is quickly approaching and, hopefully, many of you will be able to attend. The various committees have
expended incredible amounts of time and energy into making this convention successful and enjoyable. I will be looking forward to meeting
all of you and welcoming you to the Water Wonderland of Michigan.
Among the many activities which are scheduled during the convention will be a visit to the Solanus Casey Center in Detroit. The Center is a
ministry of the Capuchin Franciscan Friars of the Province of Saint Joseph, located within the Archdiocese of Detroit. Inspired by the life and
example of Venerable Solanus Casey, this Center strives to be a place of pilgrimage, healing, reconciliation and peace. All are welcome to the
Center to be inspired by the life and message of Venerable Solanus Casey, in order that all might seek a deeper, more intimate relationship with
God and our sisters and brothers.
Fr. Solanus Casey, Capuchin Franciscan (OFM. Cap.), was born Bernard Francis Casey on November 25, 1870 on a farm near Oak Grove,
Wisconsin. He was the sixth child in a family of ten boys and six girls born to Irish immigrant parents. Bernard left the farm to work
throughout Wisconsin and Minnesota as a logger, hospital orderly, street car operator and prison guard.
At the age of 21 Bernard entered St. Francis High School Seminary in Milwaukee to study for the diocesan priesthood. Five years later he
contemplated a religious order, invested in the Capuchin Order at Detroit in 1897 and received the religious name of Solanus.
After his ordination in 1904, Fr. Solanus spent 20 years in New York, Harlem, and Yonkers. In 1924 he was assigned to St. Bonaventure
Monastery in Detroit where he worked for 20 years.
Fr. Solanus spent his life in the service of people. At the monastery door as porter he met thousands of people from every age and walk of life
and earned recognition as “The Doorkeeper.” He was already ready to listen to anyone at any time, day or night.
During his ﬁnal illness, he remarked, “I’m oﬀering my suﬀering that all might be one. If only I could see the conversion of the whole world.”
His last conscious act was sitting up in bed and saying, “I give my soul to Jesus Christ.” He died at the age of 86 on July 31, 1957 at the same
day and hour of his First Holy Mass 53 years earlier.
Fr. Solanus is now recognized by the universal Church as venerable. For the past 10 years, eﬀorts have been made for the universal Church
to beatify him. That work continues – as does the work of the Capuchin Friars among the poor of the city and the Solanus Center in bringing
people of all ages and walks of life together.
I would encourage you to make time to join us on our pilgrimage to the Solanus Casey Center. I am sure that you will not only ﬁnd it
worthwhile but deeply spiritual and a great source of grace for you and your family. I have the privilege of serving on the Advisory Board for
the Solanus Casey Center and of being the Archdiocesan representative in the Cause for the Beatiﬁcation of Fr. Solanus and I can assure you
that your time at the Solanus Casey Center will be well spent.
Further details regarding the pilgrimage to the Solanus Casey Center will be forthcoming in a future edition of The Alhambran.
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NEW CANDIDATES
TOLOZA CARAVAN #81
COURVILLE ALAIN
COURVILLE BERTRAND

L”ARCHEUEQUE DOMINIQUE
COURVILLE PAUL
BOULIANE SACHA

We welcome all of you to the Order of
Alhambra and hope that you ﬁnd it
rewarding and fulﬁlling.
The Editor’s Pen

by PGC Mike Carpenter
Mike can be reached by e-mail at
mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
As you can see from the Letter to the Editor the subject of women in the
Order of Alhambra is heating up again. We know that it will be coming
up as a resolution at the 2011 Biennial Convention in July. Both sides of
the issue have excellent reasons for their position. It will be interesting
to see what transpires on the ﬂoor.
I am hoping that everyone had a fun-ﬁlled Christmas with their families
and have already made their New Years Resolutions and are well on the
way to keeping them. My own personal one is to keep this newspaper
going with lots of interesting articles and to show the entire membership
that the Order of Alhambra is alive and well and God’s Special People
are being cared for throughout North America. That is one resolution
that we all should have put on the list, to care for God’s Special People
in every way we can along with the best one, to bring in a new member
in 2011. If everyone were to make and keep this resolution the Order
of Alhambra would thrive and keep our promise of taking care of the
developmentally disabled in our community.
As the months move on this year we should be making plans to attend
the next very important convention in Dearborn, Michigan. I know
personally that the convention committee is working very hard to make
this one of the best conventions in recent years. There is so much to do
in and around Dearborn that everyone should leave with a happy heart
and a feeling that they had the best time ever. The optional activities
planned for you are also noteworthy. Everyone should think seriously
about attending them.
On the subject of attendance I am hoping that we have a huge number
of Alhambrans and their families attending the convention itself. This is
probably the most important conventions to attend. The last convention
held in Michigan was a turning point for the Order and I feel that this
one is going to be another turning point for the future of our great
organization. I am proud to say that I am an Alhambran and publicize
it whenever I can. I still wear the shirt I got at one of the conventions
that says “PROUD TO BE AN ALHAMBRAN”. Every single member
should also be proud and let others know just how proud they are to be
associated with one of the best organizations in the world.
I close with a challenge to every one of you, keep the Order alive by
recruiting a new member this year. Let’s go into the convention with a
large increase in membership.

OFFICIAL CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Reference: Rules, Policies and Procedures, “Elections,” (C VI, 2), Page 10
Notice is hereby given that members in good standing in their caravans may stand for election at the Supreme Divan Meetings to be held at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Dearborn, Michigan, Monday, July 11th – Wednesday, July 13th 2011.
Elections will be held on Wednesday, July 13, 2011 for the following oﬃcer positions.
Supreme Commander, Vice Supreme Commander, Supreme Chamberlain, Supreme Scribe,
Supreme Advocate and Supreme Director for each of the ten (10) Regions of the Order.
Procedure for Nominating Candidates: Members seeking to be a candidate for elective oﬃce should mail their Letter of Intention on caravan or regional
letterhead with a nomination fee of $50.00, made payable to Order of Alhambra General Fund, to the Secretariat, 4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229.
Members having questions should contact the Executive Director.
Certifying Candidates: The Executive Director shall ascertain the eligibility of each candidate for elective oﬃce at the time of ﬁling. Any candidate found to be
ineligible shall be notiﬁed of the fact and reason for such determination within fourteen (14) days of ﬁling. Prior to the opening of the Supreme Divan meeting,
the Executive Director shall cause the certiﬁcation of eligible candidates to be entered into the record.
Supreme Director Nominations: The Council of Caravans of each Region shall coordinate the nomination process in its respective Region. In the event there
are no Caravan nominations, the Supreme Director and/or the Council of Caravans of such Regions shall encourage and motivate Caravans to seek suitable
candidates for nomination in the prescribe manner.
Assumption of Duties: All elected oﬃcers of the Order shall enter upon their respective duties at the close of the Supreme Divan meeting at which they were
elected.
Other Supplementary Information:
The Governing Documents of the Order state that:
•At least one-hundred and twenty (120) days prior to the scheduled Supreme Divan meeting the Executive Director shall publish a call for nominations for all
positions to be voted on at the forthcoming election. This notiﬁcation shall include a list of requirements for each elective oﬃce.
•Ninety (90) days in advance of the meeting a reminder notice shall be issued calling attention to the forthcoming deadline.
•Sixty (60) days in advance of the meeting a review of nominees and resolved any questions.
•Thirty (30) days in advance of the meeting a list of qualiﬁed candidates for the oﬃces sought shall be published along with procedures for acceptance and
handling of any late nominations.
Roger J. Reid, PSC, Executive Director
December 29, 2010

Membership is
Job One

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE
TO PROMOTE
ALHAMBRA
TODAY?

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the oﬃcers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. January/February
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596
5. Volume 55, No.1
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THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC Will Cubbedge
Don’t Be Fooled! Co-Ed Alhambra is a Distraction from the Real Issues
If you have been reading this space for the last several months, you will now have
a basic idea of my outline for a Total Improvement Plan for the Order of Alhambra.
The thumbnail recap of my plan is this:
* Don’t Panic.

every Alhambran to ask God to bless and direct our work in Dearborn so that we
might prosper to glorify Him.
The second suggestion I have is that all of you, members and delegates and supreme
oﬃcers, think about the solutions proposed to our decline over the last several
years. Are they really workable, or are they, in the end, gimmicks proposed by
well-meaning men who are scared that the Alhambra will come to an end unless we
broaden our fraternity to admit women?

* Recognize the Problems Holding the Order Back.
* Rededication to Fundamental Institutional Identity – Catholic, Fraternal, Service
Organization.

Will women save the Order? Probably not. If the pro-women faction succeeds,
you will go from a moribund group of old men to a moribund group of old men
and their wives, which, if I may oﬀer my opinion, will make Alhambra even less
attractive to new members.

* Reorganize to Allow Central Control of Growth Strategies.
* Divert Existing Resources Toward Aggressive Membership and Fund-raising.

The co-ed Alhambra issue has been distracting you from the real issues for far too
long. If we waste even a day of debate on this, we are wasting too much time.

In the lead-up to Dearborn, I want to encourage you all to concentrate on what we
can do right now to make the Order better. Not bigger, or richer, or any one of a
hundred single attractive things. How can we make substantial changes that will
improve the Order over the next twenty-ﬁve years?

The Order should have been revitalized and restructured for membership growth
ten or ﬁfteen years ago. As you will probably read in these pages, the membership
purge for 2011 shows that our greatest resource – manpower – is diminishing at a
startling rate.

What I have provided thus far are suggestions, conversation starters. What we need
now are answers, and the only folks that can give them to us are the delegates to the
next Supreme Divan.

For us to turn it around, we have to get to work right away. We have to focus on
doing what we can with what we have as fast as we can. My Total Improvement
Plan is the beginning of a revitalization agenda that can work, so long as we don’t
waste time on “inclusivity” issues, roll up our sleeves, and pitch in. And I know that
is the kind of work Alhambrans like to do.

There will be some hard choices. We should be prepared to consider broad-reaching
reforms to the Order’s structure and the way business is done. We might have to
give up some things we hold important. But, more importantly, we are going to
have to start doing a lot of things.

You must seize the momentum of the new year and run with it all the way to
Dearborn! Put the co-ed issue to bed for good, and take up the hard work of ﬁxing
what we have! With God’s help, it can be done!

The ﬁrst thing we should all do, before we get to Dearborn, is pray. I encourage

Deadlines for the next ﬁve issues are
Issue Date
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline Date
February 20
April 20
June 20
August 20
October 20

Press Date
March 1
May 1
July 1
September 1
November 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let
you know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiﬀ format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Abd-Er-Rahman #1 (Brooklyn family and, sadly, can’t attend the banquet with dancing from 7 to
many functions of the Region.
NY)
10 pm.
Ben Ziri #218 (Oceanside CA)
September 11 the Caravan hosted
their annual picnic for God’s
Special People at Dawson Manor
in Queens NY. It was held in
memory of PGC Lenny Assante
who, for many years, helped to
make it a success. About 160
residents of 15 diﬀerent homes
run by Catholic Charities attended
the picnic. Friends of Jim Rossi
volunteered their time cooking
and many members of the Assante
Family were present to cater to the
needs of the attendees.

Padul #69 (Norfolk VA)
The Caravan will be hosting
the “Thomas and Friends”
Williamsburg Weekend; January
21st to 24th at the Clarion Hotel in
Williamsburg, VA. Cost is $59.00
per night plus tax. On Saturday the
Williamsburg Players will present
“42nd Street” at the James-York
Playhouse.

Osma #110 (College Park MD)

Father Adrian, assistant Pastor
of Mission San Luis Rey Parish
The Caravan joined members of has agreed to be the Chaplain for
Al Fath and other Caravans in the the Caravan. They are looking
Cape May weekend. Fun was had forward to beneﬁting from his
by all.
spiritual guidance and welcome
him into the Order of Alhambra.
The Caravan is asking for help in
reviving the Ocean City Getaway. The Caravan plans to attend the
The past getaway was held October Southern California Council of
14th to 17th with participation Caravans Ceremonial to be held
of eleven diﬀerent caravans. ED in April or May. They have eight
Roger Reid attended. They thank to ten candidates going through
Padul and Wamba Caravans the run including Stan Gililland
for their eﬀorts in making it a who has already been involved in
wonderful time for all.
many of the Caravan activities.

The Caravan will participate in
the Special Olympics Basketball
on Saturday January 29th at
The Caravan is planning a fund- 10:00 am. Location is to be
raiser tentatively to be held at determined.
Jaen #131 (Butler PA)
the Michael J. Rawley American
Carmona #75 (Cleveland OH)
Legion Post in Brooklyn, NY.
The Caravan will be celebrating
Cordova #26 (Buﬀalo NY)
The next Carmona Caravan Poker their Founder’s Day Mass on
Tournament is scheduled for April February 6th at the Veteran’s
Building
The Caravan participated in two 29th. Bring your tax refund and Administration
Auditorium.
Mass will be
diﬀerent Christmas Parties in have some fun.
celebrated by Father Ritzert at
December, the 2nd at Brookﬁeld
Country Club and the Victorian The annual Founder’s Day Mass is 10 am. They will adjourn across
Christmas at St. Christopher’s scheduled for February 19th at St. the street to the Valley Dairy for
John’s Cathedral. It is a 4:30 pm breakfast.
Church.
Mass celebrated by Bishop Roger.
Members of the Caravan attended There will be a dinner after Mass Algarva #168 (Grand Bend
the Great Lakes Seminar held in at a downtown restaurant. Contact ON)
November at the Maumee Bay GC James Sterley for details.
Resort. All attending said they
The Caravan will be celebrating
Wamba #89 (Cumberland MD) their Founder’s Day Mass on
had a very enjoyable time.
February 27th at St. Christopher’s
The Caravan Social Meeting is The Caravan will be holding a Parish in Forest at 11 am.
planned for February 15th in the Brown Tassel Ceremony during
General
Membership The Caravan will have a ﬂoat in
hospitality room at St. Timothy’s their
Meeting on January 8th at 8 pm. the Winter Carnival Parade on
Villa Apartments at 7 pm.
Saturday February 5th. SN Bill
Porto #104 (Northern VA)
Darro #29 (New Orleans LA)
Vandenberk is in charge. If you
can participate call him at 519It is with sadness that we report that On February 12th the Caravan will 238-5927.
SN Dave Delgado has submitted be participating in their Founder’s
his resignation as reporter from Day Mass to be held at Our Lady The Caravan will be holding their
Darro Caravan. We wish Dave of Good Counsel De Sales Room. Annual Golf Tournament on July
well in his future endeavors. He Father Dill will celebrate Mass 9th. This is their biggest fundwishes to spend more time with his at 6 pm with a Charity Awards raiser of the year.

Diego #255 (Englewood FL)
The Caravan held a Halloween
Polka Show that turned out to be a
party. No on can say that a good
time wasn’t had by all. Father Joe
stole the show and almost all the
prizes.
The Caravan is participating in a
cruise through the Caribbean on
January 23rd. Hopefully you have
already made your reservations
for this “fun in the sun” week.
Sancho #261 (Warren MI)
The Caravan will be participating
in the Past Grand Commander’s
Ball to be held on January 29th at
DeCarlo’s Banquet Hall.
The Caravan held their annual
Memorial Mass/Fez Blessing on
November 14th at St. Clements,
Noon Mass. There was a luncheon
at DeCarlo’s afterwards. There
was a great turnout at Mass and
great food and fellowship at the
luncheon. Tip of the Fez to VGC
Gary DeCarlo.
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During October 2010 Carmona Caravan No. 75 donated a total of $8,000 to two Cleveland area charities, Julie Billiart School and Cleveland Central
Catholic. Monies will be used to provide quality educations to children with special learning needs. Those in attendance at the presentation were Rev.
Albert Marﬂak OSB Chaplain; Sr. Agnesmarie, SND, President; Mrs. Johnston, Principal; Br. Nicholas Spisak, OSB Grand Advocate; Mr.Vincent
DiCaprio, Grand Commander; and student Bethany

Alhamar Caravan #4 recently gave t-shirts to the White Haven Center patients and, along with the
White Haven Center staﬀ, sang Christmas Carols.
Pictured l/r Jim Monahan staﬀ, Emily Stookie staﬀ, David Miller Grand Scribe, Lisa Denner staﬀ,
Mary Luzarski staﬀ, Joanne Roberts staﬀ, Raymond Kownacki Grand Advocate
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045
grizzwall1@aol.com
No report.

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518
jrbbab39@msn.com
ABD-ER-RAHMAN CARAVAN #1:

Are you moving? If so, don’t
miss the next issue of THE
ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN
MEMBERS
Send your label and change of
address to:
International Order of
Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore,
MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaamone@covad.net

On October 14, 15, and 16 a group of Sir Nobles and Sultanas from ABD-ERRahman #1 attended the annual Ocean City get-together. Approximately 100
members from many Caravans attended this event, including PSC Roger Reid,
PSC Ed Fiorella and SD J. R. Black, who all send their regards to their friends
in Brooklyn, especially Bill Stewart who missed the weekend due to illness. The
weekend was hosted by WAMBA #89 from Maryland and Region #3 conducted a
meeting, which members from all Caravans attended. As in the past, the Saturday
Mass was said by Fr. John from OSMA #110.
ALHAMAR CARAVAN #4:
Alhamar recently gave t-shirts to the White Haven Center patients along with
the Whit Haven Center Staﬀ and sang Christmas Carols. Alhamar Caravan is a
Catholic Fraternal organization dedicated to assist developmentally disabled along
with other worthwhile endeavors. The Caravan is open to practical practicing
Catholics 18 years or older.
CORDOVA CARAVAN #26:
November Divan Dinner meeting was held Tuesday, November 9th, at “My Tomato
Pie” restaurant. The November Caravan meeting will be held at Tin City KofC.
Plans are to install newly elected oﬃcers. Come on out and give moral support
to the new divan.
Great Lakes Seminar is set for November 26-28 at Maumee Bay Resort in Oregon,
Ohio.
As I start my third go around as GC, I urge all to continue to support our functions.
Think about joining a committee, getting involved and sharing your ideas for
growth. The Divan plans to continue those programs which have proven successful
in the past, especially those involving our work with special people. We will
always welcome your thoughts on fund raising, membership and to further our
involvement with our special friends.
Congratulation to the following Sir Nobles elected at our October 19th meeting:
GC - R. C. Robinson; VGC – Dr. W. M. Smith; GS – C. J. Hull; SofEX – V.
Turchiareli; GC – C. T. Esposito; MO – C. Lombardo; Hist – A. Lewis; Master
of WR – R. J. Gaglione; Capt of BG – F. P. Vitello; Sent of Tower – M. R. Becher;
Sent of Desert – J. R. Walker; GA – J. E. Deinzer; Appointed were Asst. to MO
– L. R. Malkiewicz; and Caravan Greeters – M. J. Robinson and P. J. Smith. May
you all have a fantastic year in your positions.
Sultana News: A big Thank You to our Sultana J. Robinson for hosting a luncheon
in her home.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

I trust everyone had a glorious Christmas and rang in the New Year with more Well, another year is behind us. Santa’s has been here and is gone. But one
vim and vigor than you could ever imagine. I hope that all your expectations thing that has not gone is the looks and feels that our Special Friends got
for 2011 are met to your fullest.
from Santa Clause’s this year. This year, more than most in memory, I felt
the warmth and excitement of a little child when jolly old Saint Nick arrived
I know the caravans of Region III have been extremely busy with their at the diﬀerent Christmas parties. Whether I was at an Alhambran sponsored
installation of oﬃcers, caravan Christmas parties, seasonal gatherings and party for Special Needs people or a Christmas party in town where a goodly
projects for the developmentally disabled.
number of children turned out to see the “Star of the Show”, the results were
the same. Some of the children stayed up all night with excitement and
Congratulations to all the new Grand Commanders and Divans. I implore anticipation. Children all act diﬀerently but they also act just the same. I
the new caravan oﬃcers to reach out to their caravan members and make pray that this year brings all of us Alhambrans the joy and excitement of
them realize that increasing the membership of the caravans is a priority.
being little children of Christ. After all we are all His children – all diﬀerent
We all as Alhambran’s have to identify potential members and make these yet all the same – in His eyes.
people feel that the Alhambra has something to give. We must appeal to their
feelings and make them realize that the work we do with the developmentally I wonder what this year will bring for me and my family. I mean not only my
disabled will enrich their lives. Any advancement for the Order of Alhambra blood family but also my Church family and my family of Special Friends
is predicated on increasing its membership. I will be contacting all new I’ve met over the years.
Grand Commanders of Region III soon.
If your are not fortunate to be wintering in Florida, stay safe and warm. We
only have 103 days till Spring!

NEWS FROM PADUL #69

Padul will March in the annual St. Pat’s parade sponsored by K of C Council
#3548 Saturday March 19th with a bus for the special olympics swim team.
Padul will host their annual CLASP Dance for “Gods Special People” Saturday,
April 16th.

Padul 69 held the elections for this ﬁscal year 2010-2011 on October 20th.

Special Olympics Track and Field will be held May 14, Plaza Middle School,
where Padul will prepare food and drinks for the athletics

InComing/Outgoing and Charity Ball were held at the Holiday Inn, November 5th,
where the newly elected oﬃcers were sworn in by PSD Reg III J. R. Black, a lot of
our long time members were in attendance. Some past show members put on a little
show for our entertainment, brought back some good memories.

Padul 69 hopes that all the members, family and friends had a Very Merry
Christmas, and are looking forward to a Great New Year.

Sultanas Christmas Party was held at the K of C Hall #367 on December 4th. There
were 35 members in attendance, a good time was had by all.
Schedule of events for the coming year 2011:
Special Olympics Indoor Sports will be held January 29th at the JEB Naval Base,
Little Creek, where Padul will prepare and pass out sandwiches and other food and
drinks for the athletics. This is always a lot of fun to watch and see how hard these
very special folks play.
Founders Day Mass will be held on February 20th, with Mass being said at Holy
Trinity followed by a breakfast at K of C council #3548 followed by a trip to the
Padul’s Memorial Stone at St. Mary’s cemetery for a brief service.
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Newly elected Padul Grand Commander Joe Beck and New Grand Sultana
Debbie Vohringer at the Incoming/outgoing dinner

Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Ave.
Parma, OH 44134-1536
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
pancarl@att.net
I am sure everyone had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
celebration.
I attended Abba Koval #200 annual Christmas Party on December 3rd.
Gifts were exchanged by the guests and money was given to a number of
Organizations which they support, and all had a great time.
The annual Founders Day Mass and Dinner for all Region V Ohio Caravans
will be held at St. John’s Cathedral on Saturday February 19, 2011. The
Mass at 4:30 pm will be celebrated by Bishop Roger Gries, con-celebrated
with Fr. Albert Marfalk And by the way Fr. Marfalk OSB celebrated his 35th
year in the Order. The dinner after Mass will be at a Downtown restaurant.
Carmona Caravan #75 held their Deepwood Christmas Party on December
17th. Their traditional Memorial mass will be held in conjunction with the
Winter Social on Sunday January 30, 2011. The next Poker Tournament is
scheduled on Friday April 29, 2011
Tai Caravan #125 held their annual Christmas Party for the Garﬁeld Hts.
Friends and Parents mentally challenged children. Their Sultana’s after
Christmas Party will be January 8, 2011.
Mahdi Caravan #142 is planning a 50th anniversary celebration on April
2, 2011 in conjugation with their annual awards banquet. Their Kandymen
Christmas Party was held on December 11, 2010 at Our lady of Mt. Carmel.
Their guests, those with physical and mental disabilities enjoyed food
dancing and received gifts.
Abba Koval Caravan #200 had their Christmas Party December 3, 2010
with a gift exchange.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Edward J. Smith
35024 Bunker Hill
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
esmith5@twmi.rr.com
Kathleen and I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and didn’t
go too much overboard on the eating. We enjoyed being with family and
friends through the holidays.
We are gearing up for the Biennial Convention in July and the committee is
working hard to make sure that this convention is going to be talked about
for years to come. I would like to welcome every member to attend. Make
your voice be heard.
In closing I wish everyone a safe and healthy New Year. See you in July in
Dearborn.

Idea for this Issue
Attach a membership form to every
bulletin
that your Caravan sends out.
It may just help.
*****************************
Talk to your Pastors about how
your Caravan can help out at
the church.
It may just help.
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Henry G. Kenneson
4602 Lakeway Dr.
Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058
hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
Bejar # 56 (San Antonio, TX) Bejar # 56 held its Second Annual
Christmas Meeting/Party at the Central Catholic Cafeteria on
December 14th with approximately 90 Sir Nobles and Sultanas in
attendance. Bejar # 56 was invited to the Solemn Mass of Installation
for Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller MSpS, the Sixth Archbishop for
the arch-diocese of San Antonio. The Caravan was asked to give a
brief overview of its role in the parishes and communities.

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Michael Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way
Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
mscaligiuri@cox.net
As I write this article for the Jan/Feb 2011 issue of “The Alhambran”
I’m also preparing for my own Christmas by sending cards and letters
to friends and family across the country. By the time you read this
article it will be late January but I want to wish all of my Alhambra
friends a Blessed and Glorious Christmas and a Healthy, Happy and
Prosperous New Year.

If you read my article in the last issue of “The Alhambran” you read
Bejar # 56 also assisted with the logistics during the Vespers Mass held that Region VIII will be submitting a proposed amendment to Al-Sunna
at the San Fernando Cathedral.
that will be presented at the July convention in Dearborn, Michigan, to
allow WOMEN to join our Order.
Baza # 78 (Corpus Christi, TX) extends a Grand Salaam and Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Years to all.
In this issue under ‘Letters to the Editor’ or elsewhere, is a letter written
by Sultana Ida Acuna of Ben Ziri Caravan #218, on why she thinks the
Zahara # 64 (Laredo, TX) Zahara wishes all members of the Order Order should allow women. Over the years we’ve heard from members
and their Sultanas a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
regarding women in the Order, NOW we’ve heard it from a Sultana.
Alva # 91 (Brownsville, TX) Alva # 91 along with several other
local charities assisted with over 1200 Special Ed. Students as they
participated at K.A.M. (Kids at the Movie) This is the twelve year that
the Caravan has participated. Earlier Alva # 91 held installation of
the Grand Divan Oﬃcers followed by dinner/dance. Alva# 91 is also
preparing for the arrival of the Supreme Divan to hold their meeting
the last week of February. The Supreme Divan will also participate in
the mini-Mardi Gras border celebration known as Charro Days. Bejar
# 56 and Baza # 78 will also have members in attendance for this
occasion.

I agree with the comments made in the last issue of “The Alhambran”
by PGC Bob Karlek that admitting women will add another dynamic
to the recruiting process for increased membership.

El Cid # 106 (Rio Grande City, TX) Dar Al Ruse # 209 (Dallas, TX),
Guadalupe # 234 (El Paso, TX), and Mosara # 260 (Hidalgo, TX)
extend Seasons Greetings with a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all Alhambrans.

On the subject of the future, like many of you, I’ve been reading the
articles submitted by PGC Will Cubbedge regarding some of his ideas
and thoughts concerning the Order and its future. I’m waiting to read
his next article (in this issue) regarding increasing membership.

From Region VII:
“Feliz Navidad y un Prospero Ano Nuevo”
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The subject of women in the Order of Alhambra is not new – it was
proposed at the last 3 conventions (or more) and was defeated. It is
controversial and we all have our opinions and I respect that. However,
we must think about the future of our beloved Order – not 2011 or
2012. We have to ask ourselves “Will the change help the Order to
grow and prosper in the future?”

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Gilles Benard
346 West Acres Crescent
Dollard des Ormeaux, QC H9G 1V1 Canada
(H) 514-626-1627 (C) 514-291-2675

g.benard1@videotron.ca
Late November, I attended with VSC Andre Beauchamp and our Sultanas the Great
Lakes Seminar. It was a great opportunity to meet with many members of Region
VI and to get new ideas to improve the situation in our own Region. It was also the
chance to meet with some members of Region X also attending the Seminar.
The warm and outstanding reception combined with the know-how acquired has
made this trip a wonderful experience that I recommend to all other Regions.
In early December members of the Toloza Caravan lost not only a member but a
great friend as SN Andre Cote passed away. Master of Oasis for more than 10 years
and also during the Montreal convention of 2007, Andre was always giving the best
of himself to ensure that all activities would be a great success. His comments at
meetings were always appreciated. Our sincere condolences are going to Sultana
Colombe which has been an angel as she took care of him in a very special manner
until the very end.
SN Robert Levac of Caravan Ramiro is recovering after going through heart
surgery. He is expected to slowly go back to normal activities by early January.

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Kenneth Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023 (F) 519-948-0399
kblain2@cogeco.ca
The Holidays have gone by us and we all had time to enjoy them with our families
and friends.
We also know that we probably added some weight to ourselves, so why not use
the Alhambra as one of our tools to help us loose that extra weight, by taking
time to do some walking and spread the word of the Alhambra. You could walk to
your neighbors, or walk around in the back of the Church before or after mass, or
even while you’re shopping, or while you’re out walking, look for someone that
you can tell the story of Alhambra to. Everyone knows that there is no better way
of spreading the word, then by word of mouth. I ﬁnd that when we are talking
together we have lots of good things to say about what we have done for God’s
Special People, but we all seem to have the fear of telling someone outside of the
Order what we do. My New Years challenge for 2011 to all the Sir Nobles and
Sultanas’ is to tell someone new a least once a week about the Alhambra. You
can never tell when you’re going to ﬁnd that special person willing to join. Good
Luck!!

It’s on December 5th that Caravan Ramiro held a Christmas party for 275 special
friends. This was again a great success as each of them got a quarter chicken with
trimmings and dessert. Of course our friends had plenty of time to dance and listen
to music before the arrival of Santa which again this year was very generous with
nice gifts. A tip of the fez goes to Sultana Suzanne Pedicelli for making this day so
special for our friends.

A reminder to the Canadians the Alhambra Biennial Convention will be held in
Dearborn MI on July 9-13, 2011. Since this event is this close to us lets show our
American friends how strong we are in Canada. Let’s plan to support this event
as strongly as we can. It would be such an honour for the Canadians to match the
number of members attending from the USA. I am asking the Grand Commanders
to start talking up this event. We also have to keep in mind we are looking at
having our 2nd Supreme Commander from Canada. V. S. C. Andre Beauchamp
and his Sultana Danielle would love to have our support.

It was also a great Christmas party on December 12th for the members of Toloza
Caravan who received 235 God’s special people. Again this year Sultana Danielle
Beauchamp organized a play with 7 special friends to commemorate the birth of
Jesus. A tip of the fez goes to SN Gilles Deguire, mayor of Montreal-North, who
regardless of a very busy schedule took the time to be with us and be the reader for
the play. Our friends had time to dance and appreciated the meal prepared by the
members which as usual is sandwiches, cold cuts, raw vegetables, salads, desserts,
etc.

The caravans in Region X all took part in some kind of event for Christmas for
God’s Special People. Due to the fact I moved my mom in with Judy and me
because she was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer I have not been able to spend
much time with Alhambra. Therefore I have not been involved in contacting the
Grand Commanders in my Region like I should, but I am proud to say that they
are all working as hard as they can to keep things in the Region going. Thank you
for understanding my situation and thanks for keeping things going so strongly
in Region X.

The visit of Ronald McDonald has created an atmosphere of excitement before the
arrival of Santa who again this year was very generous. Also a special thank you
goes to VSC Andre Beauchamp for taking a picture of each friend with Santa and
their gift.

At the time of the deadline for the Alhambran I was only able to get pictures from
2 Caravans Algarva # 168 and Garcia # 230.

Region IX is pleased to oﬀer to other Regions our best wishes and a new year ﬁlled
with health and happiness.

HOW MANY NEW MEMBERS
HAVE YOU SIGNED UP
SO FAR THIS YEAR?

(French Version on Page 16)
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Caravans
Presentation of Check from the International Order of Alhambra for $7,500.00
to St. Mary’s Infant Home for Disabled Children. St. Mary’s is home to
approximately 85 of “God’s Very Special Children” ranging in age from Days
old to 18 years old.

Algarva Caravan #168 Christmas Party

Back row: CEO Bill Giermak, PGC Paul Sieberking, Staﬀ Member Nicole,
Director of Development Martha Stewart, Capt of BG Richard Berger and
Sultana Noel Berger
Front row: Sultana Marie Sieberking, Holding Check: Resident of St. Mary’s
“Isaia”, and SD J. R. Black, Reg II, and Sultana Barbara Black

Garcia #230 Christmas Party
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J.M. Brosseau GC of Toloza and
Ronald McDonald singing Christmas
songs with our friends

GC Leon Boucher, VGC J.P. Germain,
GC Andre Lefebvre of Ramiro and
clowns helping Santa with friends

J.M. Brosseau GC Toloza et Ronald
McDonald chantant des airs de Noël
avec nos protégés

GC Léon Boucher, VGC J.P. Germain
GC André Lefebvre de Ramiro et des
bouﬀons aidant le Père Noël avec des
amis

Old Village Special Education Pictures
with Santa (Manresa Caravan #217)

S.T.A.R. Party Picture
DSD Marvin Peschel Santa Helper Fr
Joe Hart

in Action

Caravan Al Fath 126 held their annual Cape May NJ weekend, November 26, 27, and 28, 2010. We would like to thank all the Caravans that participated and supported
this very successful weekend. This weekend was held to support our “Gods’ Special People” Christmas party. Your contribution to the weekend help make the “God’s
Special Childrens” Christmas party an overwhelming success.

Diego Caravan #255 S.T.A.R. Christmas Party
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Region II (Continued from Page 9)

Region IX (Continued from Page 13)

Divan/Caravan dinner meeting and pre-Christmas social at Ilio
DiPoalo’s Restaurant, Tuesday, December 7th. Meet at 6:00 PM for
some libation and holiday cheer and dinner.

À la ﬁn du mois de novembre j’ai participé en compagnie d’INS
André Beauchamp et de nos Gracieuses Sultanes au Great Lake
Seminar. C’était pour moi une belle opportunité pour rencontrer
des membres de la Région VI et d’obtenir de nouvelles idées
de façon à améliorer la situation dans notre Région. C’était
également la chance de voir des membres de la Région X qui
étaient présents au séminaire.

PEACE ON EARTH: The angel said to them, “do not be afraid; for
behold, I proclaim to you the good news of great joy that will be for
all the people.” Luke 2:10. Hoping that the great joy of the Savior’s
birth will ﬁll your heart this Christmas.
Keep Christ in Christmas: Christmas is a celebration of a birthday,
it’s not about things, it’s about a person, the person of Jesus Christ.
At Christmas, we celebrate a birth that changed history and that’s
something to celebrate. That’s the cause of the carols, the decorations
and gifts, and that’s why “the holidays” will always be hollow without
Jesus at the center.
Sultana News: Dates to remember, Thursday, December 2nd,
Christmas Party at the Brookﬁeld Country Club. Saturday, December
4th, Victorian Christmas at St. Christopher’s Church.
Quote: “one thing you can’t recycle is wasted time”.
Jaen Caravan #131:
Our meeting will take place the ﬁrst Sunday of this month, November
7th, at the Garden Gate Restaurant.
At the November meeting, our caravan will elect oﬃcer for the
upcoming year. Last month, a motion was accepted to nominate the
current oﬃcers in place.
News and Notes: New members are always welcome, plus we will
always host any interested individuals at out monthly meetings.
The election results must be sent into HQ, by November 16th, in order
to have our information printed in the Member Directory, thus our
November meeting will be the ﬁrst weekend, on the 7th.
Our December meeting will be the ﬁrst Sunday, December 5th.
Election results - congratulations to all:
GC – T. Cammisa; VGC – J. Miller; GS – W. Strobel; SofEX – R.
Riemer; GC – J. Burke; Capt of BG – R. Rishack; GA – J. Regan;
Chaplain - Rev. W. Ritzert.
News and Notes:
Founder’s Day Mass will be the morning of Sunday, Feb 6th, at the
Veteran’s Building, followed by a breakfast at Valley Dairy.
My Sultana and I hope you all had a good Thanksgiving and we want
to wish each and every one of you and your family and friends “ A
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and GREAT NEW YEAR” and with
all of us working together we can make this “Order Even Greater”. I
want to thank all those who have made my job fun and it’s a pleasure
to work with you all.
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La chaleureuse et particulière réception que nous avons eu
additionnée aux connaissances acquises ont fait de ce voyage
une merveilleuse expérience que je recommande d’ailleurs à
toutes les autres Régions.
Au début du mois de décembre les membres de la Caravane
Toloza ont perdu non seulement un membre mais un ami suite
au décès du NS André Coté. Maître de l’Oasis depuis plus de
10 ans et aussi durant la convention de Montréal en 2007 André
donnait toujours le meilleur de lui-même aﬁn de s’assurer que
toutes les activités soient un succès. Ses commentaires aux
réunions ont toujours été appréciés. Nos sincères condoléances
à GS Colombe qui a été un ange en prenant soin de lui de
manière exceptionnelle jusqu’à la toute ﬁn.
NS Robert Levac de la Caravane Ramiro prends du mieux
depuis son opération au cœur. Il devrait reprendre ses activités
au ralenti au début du mois de janvier.
C’est le 5 décembre dernier que les membres de la Caravane
Ramiro ont tenu leur fête de Noël pour 275 protégés. Ce fût
encore un grand succès en oﬀrant à nos amis un quart de poulet
avec accompagnements et dessert. Ceux-ci ont eu beaucoup de
temps pour danser et écouter la musique jusqu’à l’arrivée du
Père Noël qui encore cette année a été très généreux avec de
beaux cadeaux. Un tour du chapeau pour GS Suzanne Pedicelli
pour avoir fait cette journée très spéciale pour nos amis.
C’était également la Fête de Noël le 12 décembre pour les
membres de la Caravane Toloza qui ont reçu 235 amis protégés.
Encore cette année GS Danielle Beauchamp a organisé une pièce
de théâtre dans laquelle 7 protégés commémorent la naissance
de Jésus. Un tour du chapeau va au NS Gilles Deguire maire de
Montréal-Nord qui malgré un horaire des plus occupé a trouvé
le temps d’être avec nous et d’être le lecteur de la pièce de
théâtre. Nos protégés ont dansé et apprécié le repas préparé par
les membres qui comme d’habitude se compose de sandwiches,
viandes froides, crudités, salades, desserts, etc.
La visite de Ronald McDonald a créé une atmosphère
d’excitation avant l’arrivée du Père Noël qui encore cette année
a été très généreux. Également un gros merci à INS André
Beauchamp qui a pris une photo de chaque ami avec le Père
Noël et leur cadeau.
La Région IX est heureuse d’oﬀrir aux autres Régions nos
meilleurs vœux pour une nouvelle année rempli de santé et
bonheur.

ATTENTION GRAND Commanders and historiographers
SCRAPBOOK CONTEST AT 54th BIENNIAL CONVENTION
Prepare now with either:
a. 12X12 pages sold by any company with or without page protectors or
b. Traditional large album.
It must have a hard cover and the Caravan Name and Number on the cover. It must be submitted by the end of business on Monday July 11, 2011. For more
information contact PGC Connie Quinn at cpquinn@sbcglobal.net or phone 517-552-0098. See below for the Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules.

Order of Alhambra
54th Biennial Alhambra Convention
Dearborn – Michigan - July 2011
Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules
General Overview:
A. Purpose: To serve as the oﬃcial scrapbook rules and to preserve historical
documentation for the Order, Region and Caravan.
B. Objective: Members and Sultanas will be able to:

D. Mandatory Number of Scrapbooks that Must Be Submitted:
There must be no less than three (3) scrapbooks submitted by Grand Commanders
for judging.
There shall be no scrapbook contest if fewer than three (3) scrapbooks are entered
in the contest.
E. Judging:
The judge or judges shall be appointed by the Supreme Commander and no
judge shall be appointed if his caravan submits a scrapbook for consideration in the
contest.

1. Develop a deeper understanding of the activities of a caravan within their
respective regions and communities.
2. Display creative and artistic entries.

The following categories shall be judged:
Originality- the ability to present a newness that exists in something not
done before.

3. Develop powerful public relations tools.
C. Guidelines: Two options for scrapbooks:
1. 12 x 12 pages sold by any company with or without page protectors.

Creativity - the ability to present creatively.
Content - the ability to present pictures, theme, and text without
repetition.
Heartwarming - a layout that has a “feel good” theme and presentation.

2. Traditional large album.
All submissions shall have a hard cover and identify the caravan name and
number.

Clean and Simple - a layout that really embodies the principle of “less is
more.”
Story Telling - a layout that communicates on many levels and tells a

All submissions must be contained in one scrapbook and may not contain loose
pages.

story.

It is optionally suggested that scrapbook submissions have one Table of Contents at
the beginning of the book.

Innovativeness - a layout that really pushes the boundaries of techniques
and/or themes.

Grand Commanders must present their scrapbook to the scrapbook contest judge at
the convention site by close of business no later than Monday, July 11th. Scrapbooks
must be picked up by Grand Commanders no later than 2:00 PM, July 13th, 2011.

Use of Color - a layout that blends, melds, mixes, or juxtaposes color
The decisions of the judge or judges are ﬁnal and may not be appealed.

All submissions should be organized in one of the following ways:

F: Awards:
There shall be three categories of awards:

Chronologically - arranged in order.

1.

One First Place Award

Yearly.

2.

One Second Place Award

3.

One or more Honorable Mention Award(s)

All articles, photographs, drawings and other must be trimmed, permanently
attached and identiﬁed.
Pages should not be entirely laminated.
Collages can be used as art but cannot be the only historical content on the page.

G: Publication Rule:
The Oﬃcial Scrapbook Contest Rules shall be published in The Alhambran, prior
to the biennial Alhambra Convention.
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Necrology
ABD-ER-RAHMAN CARAVAN #1

PORTO CARAVAN #104

THOMAS J. DOYLE

JOHN M. HARAR

ALHAMAR CARAVAN #4

LUGO CARAVAN #113

MICHAEL J. GLITA

DONATO A. DI CESARE

ALCALA CARAVAN #16

AL JANA #159

THOMAS ROMMEL

JOHN SWANSON

MUSA CARAVAN #25

ZIRITA CARAVAN #182

SAMUEL J. MANCUSO

KENNETH C. SUROWIEC

DARRO CARAVAN #29

JEREZ CARAVAN #183

MILTON P. SALINE, SR.
ARTHUR C. SCHEXNAYDER, SR
PETER A. MARX

EDWARD JACOB STOLTZ

MURET CARAVAN #68

EDMOND J. ASSEMANY

BRIAN BREAUX

BEN ZIRI CARAVAN #218

GALICIA CARAVAN #77

BRO. PHILLIP J. MORALES

SAMUEL CAMPIS
DAVID L. DONNA
LOUIS J. KAWAM
JOHN A. OSOWSKI
HERBERT TAM

SANCHO CARAVAN #261

TOLOZA CARAVAN #81

LEO J. BREWSTER

ANDRE COTE

MEMBER AT LARGE #298

Letters to the Editor
THE VOICE OF A SULTANA
Twenty-one years ago, my spouse was invited to participate in an Organization that worked with
God’s Special Children. The International Order of Alhambra is a Fraternal Organization, but does
not preclude the women from working side by side with the men when raising money to sustain
the goals of the Organization. We found many of our long time friends and some acquaintances
belong to the Caravan.
We are not “joiners’. I say “we”, because we my spouse and I are partners, supporting each other
in whatever we do. When we join an Organization, it is because we believe in its purpose and
in the end result. We became members of BEN ZIRI CARAVAN because we liked what they
represented and the work they were doing.
BEN ZIRI CARAVAN 218 is a very active Caravan and Sultanas are great supporters of their Sir
Nobles.
When my spouse was Grand Commander, we were everywhere he was supposed to be to promote
BEN ZIRI CARAVAN and the International Order of Alhambra I supported everything he did
during his two years as Grand Commander and anything else he has done since. I read everything
I could so that I would be knowledgeable of the Organization. Preparing the newsletter, not only
for my Sir Noble, but also for two other Grand Commanders was one of the ways in which many
Sultanas’ and I have helped their Sir Nobles.

DENIA CARAVAN #196

Over the past few years, we have witnessed the dwindling numbers of Caravans and the aging
membership. I believe the idea of opening the membership to women would increase your
numbers, increase your revenues and attract a younger group of people to keep the Organization
going for years to come. If you had women in your Organization, there would be no vacant oﬃces,
because we would step up and assume the vacancies. We would be promoting the organization
because that is what women do.

WALTER A. JACEK
ABD AL AZIZ CARAVAN #262

To illustrate my point, I ask if you can recall when some years back, Rotary Clubs Nationwide
were Fraternal and when they ﬁnally opened their doors to women, they have ﬂourished. Women
do not deter the Organization but rather they enhance the Organization.

RAMON E. AMARILLAS

May Perpetual Light shine upon them
and may they rest in the Peace of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

My personal interest is not in taking away anything from anyone, but to increase the membership
and the revenues of this great Organization which takes care of God’s Special Children. I believe
in education for all children and the responsibility for helping God’s Special Children is an
on-going commitment. Please give this some serious thought to bring women into your great
Organization.
Peace be with you.

Scholarship Award

Ida S. Acuna
Sultana
BEN ZIRI CARAVAN 218

Jessica Elliott has been awarded a $1,000 scholarship by The International Order of Alhambra, a
Catholic men’s organization whose goal is to enhance the lives of “God’s Special Children”, the
developmentally disabled. The organization grants scholarships to college juniors who are pursuing
a degree in special education. Jessica is sponsored by Alhambra’s Jerez Caravan #183 and is shown
being presented the check at their August meeting by Grand Commander, Lou Milan (L), and Vice
Grand Commander, Richard Smith (R).
A graduate of St. Philip Neri Parochial School in Linthicum and the Institute of Notre Dame (IND)
in Baltimore, Jessica is currently a member of the 2012 class at Mount St. Mary’s University in
Emmitsburg. Her major is Elementary Education with a certiﬁcation in Special Education. In addition
to her required General Study Courses, she is taking the following toward her major: Education of
Exceptional Children, Methods for Managing an inclusive Setting and Educational Technology.
Jessica also volunteered for three summers at Ruth Parker Eason School in Millersville, and
volunteered as a teachers aid with St. Philip Neri Religious Education Program for four years, which
included the Regular Religious Education as well as the Sacramental Program.
The daughter of Russell and Margaret Elliott and a lifelong resident of Hanover, MD, Jessica’s hard work and dedication have earned her many scholarship awards toward
her studies at Mount St. Mary’s.
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From the Supreme Scribe Vince Braun
Vince can be reached by e-mail
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

CHARITY COMMITTEE MEETING
Held September 17, 2010
Oceanside, Ca.
The Meeting was call to order by Supreme Commander Frank Fodale.
Members present: Msgr. Ricardo Bass
Frank Fodale
Andre Beauchamp
Vince Braun
Roger Reid
The minutes of the previous meeting held July 17, 2010 were approved as distributed.
OLD BUSINESS:
ED Roger Reid reported that, although, we have received the ﬁrst $5,000.00 payment from St. Francis Camp as agreed. We still do not have a mortgage in
place. SC Frank Fodale will ask S.Ch Jerry Roux to follow up on this issue.
SC Frank Fodale reported that the provisions set forth by the Charity Committee have not yet been met, and there has been no further progress. This will
remain as an open item.
ED Roger Reid reported that L’Arche Daybreak in Ontario, Canada has requested a donation of $50,000.00 for capital improvement. There was discussion
on how the funds could be used and if they would beneﬁt the programs and agendas that the Order tries to support. After discussion a motion to turn down
this request was made and seconded and passed.
VSC Andre Beauchamp reported that the results of the membership outreach program will be presented at the 2011 convention. This program will provide
charity funds that caravans can designate the organization to receive a donation. The amount any caravan can receive is based on the number or new
members it was brought in.
NEW BUSINESS:
Funding of Orchard Lake Memorial Plague: This plague will be dedicated at the 2011 convention. Supreme Commander Frank Fodale asked where the
funding for these plagues come from. Executive Director Roger Reid stated that they have always been funded from the general fund of the Order. It is a
budgeted item. Supreme Commander Frank Fodale asked if it was reasonable to consider paying for this from the Charity Fund. There was discussion and
agreement that it should stay in the general fund budget.
Scholarships: Five new scholarships were presented and approved for $1,000.00 each. These applications came from regions 1, 3 and 4. There was a sixth
application received that is not complete and will be presented at a later time. The applications approved are as follows:
Rebecca Reznik, Amanda Hettle, Tiﬀany Hart, Diane LaMarca and Elaine Schmidt.
VSC Andre Beauchamp presented a request for a donation to Les Colonie Camp. This organization provides year round assistance to the disabled. After
discussion, a motion donate $8,000.00 was made, seconded and passed.
The meeting was adjourned
Respectfully submitted
Vince Braun
Supreme Scribe
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2011 Biennial Convention Information and Forms
2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Detroit, Michigan
Transportation Registration Form
Use this form if you require transportation to/from Hyatt Regency Hotel
Mail form directly to:

PGC Russ Kreinbring
7519 Henry
Center Line, MI 48015

Or Phone:

(Home) 586-756-7186
(Cell) 586-292-4589

Or Email:

pkreinbring@wowway.com

Or Web:

http://alhambraconvention.com/transportation

Traveler Information:

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Convention Agenda
Saturday, July 9th, 2011
Council of Viziers meeting
Convention Registration
Scrapbook Registration
Sunday, July 10th, 2011
Convention Registration
Scrapbook Registration
Breakfast
Mass at Orchard Lake
Plaque Ceremony
Lunch
Welcome Reception
Candidate’s night

7:00 am
11:00 am
Noon
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
8:30 pm

Member’s Name: _____________________________________________________
Caravan Name/Number: _____________________________________________________
Number of Travelers: _____________________________________________________
Telephone:

(Home) ________________________ (Cell) ________________________
(Email)

Monday, July 11th, 2011
Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 1
Dinner / 50’s Party! (See information on page 21)

Date/Time _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus No ______________________________________________________
Departure Information:
Date/Time _____________________________________________________

Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 2
Lunch

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
Noon

Wednesday, July 13th, 2011
Daily Mass
Breakfast
Supreme Divan Meeting No. 3 – Elections
Supreme Commander’s Ball

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm

Thursday, July 14th, 2011

Airline/Train/Bus _____________________________________________________
Airline/Train/Bus No _____________________________________________________

7:00 am
7:30 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm

Tuesday, July 12th, 2011

_____________________________________________________

Arrival Information:

9:00 am

Breakfast
Council of Viziers meeting

7:00 am
9:00 am

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Detroit, Michigan
Package Registration Form

2011 International Order of Alhambra Convention
Detroit, Michigan
Hotel Registration Information

The Package Registration is $250.00 per person and includes registration fees, food and beverage
including taxes and services and social events shown in the agenda. Other optional activities are
planned. See Page 21 for information concerning the optional activities. Use this form to reserve your
package and make checks payable to:

You can reserve your room online or by phone, with a Convention room rate of $115
plus tax. Reservations will be accepted until 6/16/2011.

Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496
Sir Noble Name:

_______________________________________________________________

Sultana’s Name:

_______________________________________________________________

Street Address:

_______________________________________________________________

City/Town:

_______________________________________________________________

State or Province:

_______________________________________________________________

Telephone:

(home) ____________________ (cell) __________________________________

Email:

_______________________________________________________________

Caravan Name:

_______________________________________________________________

Caravan Number:

_______________________________________________________________

Number Submitted: ___________________ @ $250.00 U.S. Currency
Total Remitted:

$__________________

Hotel Rooms must be booked directly with the Hotel (see elsewhere on this
page for information)
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If reserving by phone, use the Group ID of “ALHAMBRA”.
There is a 10% Discount at the HYATT to all attendees registered at the convention in
the following; Perks Coﬀee Shop, ARCHIMEDES Lobby Bar, Giullo’s Restaurant. on
all items except alcohol with your “lanyard”
A dedicated booking website has been created for the Alhambra Convention so you
will be able to make, modify and cancel your hotel reservation online, as well as take
advantage of any room upgrades, amenities or other services oﬀered by the hotel. Book
your room by using the link below:
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/alhambra2011
You can also reserve your room by calling (888) 421-1442 or (402) 592-6464 –
remember your group ID is “ALHAMBRA”
We can’t wait to see you in Detroit!

54th Biennial Alhambra Convention
Highlights
54th Biennial Alhambra Convention July 9 – July 13, 2011
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn, Michigan

2011 Biennial Convention
Optional Activities

Our Convention Committee Chaired by PGC William L. Marchiori and
PSCB Kenneth Kress promises to be a memorable experience for all.

In addition to the Convention activities, there are a number of extra activities

The location of the hotel oﬀers an excellent venue to conduct the many
facets of insuring a well planned fraternal meeting that combines a variety
of opportunities to see the sights of a beautiful state peninsula within a short
distance of another Country which is Canada.
Numerous trips and events such as Greenﬁeld Village ( now known as the
Henry Ford) oﬀers a variety of experiences from visiting a historic museum
of early Americana including a historic village in the heart of downtown
Dearborn. Also trips to more cosmopolitan centers include nearby Greek
town casinos and to Windsor, Ontario for a shopping spree.
The riverfront between Detroit and Windsor, as well as ﬁne dining, is oﬀered
not only in the hotel but within a mile of our Convention site via local
transportation. The mission of your Convention Committee is to make your
stay a pleasant and enjoyable one.

that will be available to visitors for extra cost:
Saturday night (July 9th) – 3 PM – 9 PM, tour of Greektown with Casino
and optional dinner
Monday afternoon (July 11th) – 12:30 PM – 4 PM, Fr. Solanus Casey
Center tour with optional lunch
Tuesday night (July 12th) – 5 PM – 11 PM, river cruise with optional
dinner
The costs for these activities are still pending as of the publication of this
issue. Once the price has been set it will be published in a future issue of
The Alhambran along with a reservation form to apply for the activity of
your choice.

2011 Biennial Convention
July 11, 2011
50’s Party in Motown

The Convention will oﬀer attendees a Motown party complete with
entertainment, a cocktail party at the top of the Hyatt Hotel, a Plaque
dedication Ceremony at St. Mary’s of Orchard Lake followed by lunch, a
splendid Banquet in the hotel ballroom and the usual Alhambran Hospitality
Room oﬀered by our own Region VI throughout your stay.

Remember the hit song (Just like Romeo & Juliet) by The Reﬂections?
Well be prepared to hear it again in person, live by The Reﬂections.

Rooms are competitively priced and staﬀ is available to attend to your every
need. Please join us in Pure Michigan hospitality and friendship. You’re in
good hands with Our State.

Dearborn Hyatt

Remember our convention website for further updates and links to
Transportation and Hotel Registration www.alhambraconvention.com

Yes The Reﬂections will entertain you all night long so bring your best 50’s
Attire and Rock & Roll with The Reﬂections.

Check our web site for the latest developments:
www.alhambraconvention.com

Now is the time to start making your plans for the 2011
Convention in Dearborn, Michigan
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TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION FOR 2011 CONVENTION
By Transportation Chairman PGC Russ Kreinbring
DRIVING:
From South (OHIO & EAST) - Take I-75 North to exit 41, Southﬁeld Road Exit. Turn left at the light then follow Southﬁeld FWY North to Michigan Ave. West. Take
Michigan Ave West to the ﬁrst street, Evergreen, and turn right. Turn right into the Fairlane Town Center, and again at the stop sign. The Hyatt Regency is located across
from Sears, in the southeast corner of the mall.
From West - Take I-94 East to Southﬁeld FWY/M-39 NORTH. Proceed north to Michigan Avenue West. Stay on Michigan Avenue Westbound, and then turn right at
Evergreen Road, then right into Fairlane Town Center.
From the East (CANADA) - Take I-75, I-96 north to I-94 west to exit 210-A, Michigan Avenue West. Proceed approximately 5 miles to Evergreen Road and turn right.
Stay to the right, and then turn right into the Fairlane Town Center.
FLYING:
From Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport (Approximately 13 miles):
Head northeast on William G. Rogell Drive toward East Service Road, then stay straight to go onto Merriman Road. Merge onto I-94 East toward Detroit. Take the M39 Exit, number 204, toward Southﬁeld Freeway; merge onto M-39/Southﬁeld Freeway NORTH via exit on the left. Take the US-12 exit, number 6, toward Michigan
Avenue. Merge onto Michigan Avenue/US-12 WEST, and then veer slightly right onto Evergreen Road, then right onto Valley View Drive. Make a right onto Town Center
Drive and approach our Metro Detroit Michigan hotel.

St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Dick Sosin
St. Francis Camp Celebrates 25 years
St. Francis Camp was founded by the International Order of Alhambra, a Catholic
fraternal organization dedicated to assisting God’s Special People, the cognitively
impaired.
The camp was founded in 1985 when the Michigan Council of Caravans, the state
organization for all the Caravans in Michigan, saw an opportunity to purchase a
summer camp, which could give mentally impaired kids and adults a wonderful
camping experience. The camp, located in Jerome MI, on Goose Lake, provides a
real camping experience for each individual camper. By modifying activities to meet
campers’ skill levels, we hope to achieve success for all. Campers are encouraged to
help plan their own activities and partake in a selection of a wide range, including:
Swimming, Boating, Canoeing (all of which are supervised by certiﬁed waterfront
staﬀ) Hiking, Dances, Nature Study, Camp Crafts, Sing-A-Longs, Hayrides…all
the usual summer camp fun. Activities are designed with the hands-on approach
which allows a heightened awareness of the senses. This stimulation helps accelerate
learning and make it fun.

Now the “Sales Pitch”. Supreme Commander Frank Fodale said, “This is one of
the shining stars of Alhambra,” and we need your support. We are asking Caravans,
especially in Ohio and Illinois to consider bringing new campers to St. Francis
Camp. It’s about a three hour drive from Cleveland or Chicago. If the Shriners can
provide rides for the clients we should be able to as well. If your Caravan is too far,
please consider sponsoring a camper who cannot aﬀord the $450 fee. You could
also consider sending a donation to the camp by earmarking a part of a donation to
the International Charity Fund to go to the camp.
Separate one week camp sessions begin in June and run through August. For more
information contact us at 517-688-9212 or visit us online at www.saintfranciscamp.
org
Be sure to check out the video.
At the December Region VI Meeting a fellow Alhambran and also a Past Grand
Knight from the St. Patrick Council No. 13319, John Wagner, presented a check for
$1,036.18 from the council to St. Francis Camp.

In the past 25 years we have created a wonderful camp experience for over 4,000
special campers, making St. Francis Camp one of the most unique places for
cognitively impaired people in the State of Michigan. Some years we weren’t sure
if we could continue the camp because revenue was going down and costs were
going up. Dick Sosin, Past Grand Commander of Sancho Caravan, President of St.
Francis Camp for the past 9 years said, “We could never have stayed in existence
without the ﬁnancial help of the K of C and especially Koreisk Caravan #204.”
If any individual is interested in sponsoring a Camper, please contact the Camp
Director. There are ”scholarships” available for those who can’t aﬀord the full fee.
We would like to have you hear from a Special Camper, John Engerson from
Fowlerville, MI. John has been at the camp for the past two years, “I really enjoyed
the camp. We did a lot of things. We played games, went swimming, I caught a
bass and another ﬁsh, and I made a tie-dyed shirt. We had a magic show that was
really fun (presented by SN Bill Brang, Manresa Caravan). The food was really
good, everyone was so friendly; we had a bonﬁre and sang songs. I want to go every
year.”
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Left to right SN/PGK John Wagner, Camp President/PGC Dick Sosin, SC Frank Fodale

From the Desk of
Executive Director Roger Reid, PSC
Year-End Membership Report:
The year-end membership statistics
for the Order of Alhambra are as
follows:
Jan 1, 2010 Members
2,966
Jun 30, 2010 Members
2,860
Dec 31, 2010 Members
2,659
These membership numbers include
Members at-Large and Clergy
members.
There are 63 caravans of record.
There are three (3) caravans having
over 170 members. They are:
Bejar Caravan #56, San Antonio,
Texas, 265 members,
Galicia Caravan #77, Detroit,
Michigan, 215 members and
Wamba Caravan #89, Cumberland,
Maryland, 172 members.
There are two (2) caravans having
over 75 members
There are eleven (11) caravans
having over 50 members
There are twenty (20) caravans
having over 25 members
There are twenty-seven (27) caravans
having less than 25 members
Per Capita Invoices:
Per Capita Invoices were mailed to
all Grand Commanders of record on
January 3, 2011.
Call For Nominations (2011
Supreme Divan ):
Each Grand Commander of record
was mailed a letter calling for
nominations for elective oﬃce. A
copy of that letter is printed in this
issue of the Alhambran.
Outstanding Accounts:
Ref: Rules, Policies and Procedures,
Page 16

a. Outstanding accounts payable
against the Order from all sources
must be paid sixty-day (60) days
prior to the opening session of the
Supreme Divan meeting - July 11,
2011.

Section 3 –“Representation by
registered delegates, in person, of
at least twenty-ﬁve percent (25%)
of Caravans in good standing shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business of the Supreme Divan.”

b. Outstanding accounts receivable
by the Order from all sources
must be presented to the Order for
payment thirty (30) days prior to
the opening session of the Supreme
Divan meeting.
The Executive
Director shall notify Caravans of the
outstanding accounts sixty (60) days
prior to the opening session of the
Supreme Divan meeting.

Supreme Divan – Right to Speak:
Al Sunna, Constitutional Article IV,
“Supreme Divan,” Section 4 –Right
to Speak (Page 16) is quoted for your
perusal.

c. Delegates from Caravans with
unpaid accounts shall not be
accorded credentials, seating or
voting privileges at the Supreme
Divan meetings.
Supreme Divan - Composition and
Voting Power of Caravans:
Al Sunna, Constitutional Article
IV, “Supreme Divan,” Section 1Composition and Section 2 –Voting
Power (Page 15) is quoted for your
perusal.
Section 1 – “The members of the
Council of Viziers, Past Supreme
Commanders, the Grand Commander
and an elected Representative from
each Caravan in attendance shall
comprise the Supreme Divan ad
shall be the voting delegates for all
matters to come before this body.”
Section 2 – “Each delegate shall be
entitled to one (1) vote for all matters
that come before the Supreme Divan,
except in the election of Oﬃcers.”
Supreme Divan – Quorum:
Al Sunna, Constitutional Article
IV, “Supreme Divan,” Section 3 –
Quorum (Page 16) is quoted for your
perusal.

Section 4 –“All members of the
Order attending the Supreme Divan
sessions, even those who have no
voting credentials may speak on all
matters, in accord with the Rules of
the Convention.”
Audit of Order’s General Fund, the
Charity Fund and the Convention
Fund:
The annual Audit of General
Fund, the Charity Fund and the
Convention Fund was completed
by the accounting ﬁrm of Gary
Bozel & Associates, P.A. of Towson,
Maryland. The audits took place at
the Secretariat in Baltimore during
the summer of 2010.
Filing of IRS Form 990:
The ﬁling of the annual IRS 990
Form(s) for the Order’s General,
Charity and Convention funds were
ﬁled as required.
Great Lakes Seminar:
I wish to thank Supreme Director
Edward Smith of Region VI for
hosting and producing a two day
seminar held at Maumee Bay
Resort, Oregon, Ohio – on Lake
Erie, November 26th, 27th and 28th.
The seminar was well attended and
professionally organized. Members
from Ontario, Quebec, Michigan,
Ohio, Florida and New York were
in attendance. PGC Connie Quinn
(Manresa Caravan #217) provided

the attendees with a PowerPoint
presentation that spoke to the
subjects of leadership and motivation.
Caravans throughout the Order
wishing to conduct a stimulating
seminar should contact Supreme
Director Ed Smith for information.
Convention Committee:
The
International
Convention
Committee chaired by Vice Supreme
Commander, André Beauchamp and
the Michigan Convention Committee
chaired by Past Grand Commander
William Marchiori and his subcommittee attended at meeting at the
Maumee Bay Resort on November
28th and discussed the details and
open items for the 2011 Alhambra
Convention to be held in Dearborn,
Michigan, July 9th – July 13th.
There were 24 members present and
each briefed the attendees on their
particular areas of responsibilities.
The meeting went according to plan
and was an example of good planning,
control and professionalism.
Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe
Tickets:
The Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe
tickets were mailed to each Supreme
Director on December 29th.
Please take note of the Supreme
Chamberlain’s article in this issue of
the Alhambran to see the impact the
selling of these raﬄe tickets have on
the budget of the Order of Alhambra.
Your participation is of paramount
importance and the selling of these
tickets will have a direct impact on
the next per capita assessment, which
will be voted upon by the Council
of Viziers at their pre-convention
meeting the day before the next
convention. Please do all you can
to assist in the sale of these raﬄe
tickets.
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Caravan 0
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
Mrs. Peggy Cerep

Unaﬃliated
Ken Blain-Family Health (L)
Edward Skop (L)
Gladys M.Luther
William P. Burns
Carmella Redden

Caravan 1 Abd Er Rahman
M/M Roy Lanza William Morey
Ms. Eileen Winslow Jack O’Donnell
Caravan 3 Granada
SD Thomas F. Wall Donato DeCesane
Caravan 4
Ms. Patricia Dougherty
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr
PGC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr
M/M Francis A. Kennedy, Jr
Caravan 16
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr.
VGC William T. Kress
M/M Frank E. Maas, Jr.
M/M Frank E. Maas, Jr.

Alhamar
Mrs. Paula Walsh
James Stritzinger
Buddy Terry
Thomas Worth
Emile Matlowski
Alcala
Melvin Webbert
Thomas F. Rommel
Margaret M. Bauer
Mario A. D’Alfonso

Caravan 25 Musa
SN Albert A. Colacino Rose A. Nicosia
Caravan 26
SN Christopher J. Hull
SN Christopher J. Hull
GS Christopher J. Hull
SN Crociano J. Monteleone
SN Crociano J. Monteleone
SN Edward J. Stoczynski
M/M Victor F. Turchiarell
PRD Victor F. Turchiarell
M/M Victor F. Turchiarell
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
Caravan 29
A. L. Abila/Darro Caravan
A. L. Abila/Darro Caravan
PGC James H. Chachere
Sultanas of Darro

Cordova
David Zorn (L)
Patrick Shine (L)
Sadie Gennero
Robert Monteleone
Sal Andolina (L)
William Nolan
Ronald J. Ralston
Robert J. Vonderbrink (L)
Howard T. Roll, Jr.
Billy Gullo (L)
Dorthea Miller
Darro
SN Milton Saling
PRD Arthur Shexnayder
Arthur C. Schexnauder
PRD Arthur C. Schexnayder

Caravan 55 Aurora
M/M John A. Kaslow Robert Ehmer
Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores
Mrs. Lillian Rodgers

Bejar
Brian/Kyle Flores-Anniv (L)
Mrs. Lillian Rodger-Cancer (L)
Mrs. Joyce Ullrich-bday (L)
M. Mary DeCotes-b-day 11/11 (L)
Don/Nancy Fayfar-Anniv (L)
Mary K. Kunz (L)
Sul Lucille Kostelnik

Caravan 69 Padul
Members of Padul 69 Peter G. Decker (L)
M/M James R. Black Vickie Ingerson
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Caravan 69 (con’t) Padul
M/M James R. Black Rejan Lambert
Padul Caravan #69 Shirley Jones (L)
Caravan 75
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
Caravan 77
M/M Lawrence W. Dishman
M/M Jerry Gagnon
M/M Jerry Gagnon
M/M Jerry G. Gagnon
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
Mrs. Barbara Plotkowski
Mrs. Barbara Plotkowski
Mrs. Barbara Plotkowski
M/M Robert J. Steinberger

Carmona
George Klima
Tani Cosiano (L)
George Klima
Galicia
William O’Rourke-surg (L)
Spero Theoﬁlatos
Anna Everhart
SN Louis Kawam
SN Louis Kawam
SN David Donna (L)
Ross Coclite (L)
SN Duane Colman (L)
Sultana Shiela Vandamme(L)
Charlotte Miller
PGC Rejan Lambert
PGC Pat Casasanta (L)
Sultana Edna Skop (L)
Sultana Elizabeth M. Serra
Alice Chylinski
Virginia Maciejewski
Martin Lyczynski
Chloe Accardo-illness (L)
Harold Demick-Surgery (L)
Darlene Jergovich-cancer surg (L)
Lucille Visocchi

Caravan 84 Ronda
M/M Sabih A. Lawrence Jacqueline Lawrence
Caravan 89
M/M Thomas E. Carroll
M/M John J. Sangiovanni
M/M Robert Stakem
Caravan 104
M/M Gerald John
M/M Gerald John
M/M Gerald John
Caravan 113
M/M Louis M. Cersosimo
Ms. Shirley Fontaine
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
Lugo Caravan #113
M/M Sam S. Spatafore

Wamba
Albert Brant
Albert “Guzzle” Bryant
Albert Blatnik (L)
Porto
Jody O’meara
Al Benson (L)
Pam Garent (L)
Lugo
Donato A. DiCesare
Doris Bourque
PRD Donato A. DiCesare
Donato A. DiCesare
PRD Donato A. DiCesare

Caravan 122 Leon
M/M Joseph J. Boulay Donato “Don” Dicesare
M/M Raymond G. Gagnon Anna DelPico
Caravan 125 Tai
M/M Louis Laguardia Donna M. Gerity
M/M Louis Laguardia Ernest Rocco
Caravan 126
Sultana’s of Al Fath 126
Sultana’s of Al Fath 126
Sultana’s of Al Fath 126

Al Fath
Karen McMullin
James McDermott
Louis Kneeshaw

Caravan 126 (con’t)
M/M Louis A. Barrot
M/M Louis A. Barrot
Ms. E.R. Januszka
SN Agnes Kneeshaw
M. Agnes Kneeshaw
M. Agnes Kneeshaw
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter

Al Fath
Msgr. Kenneth McAteer (L)
M Dorothy Regina Tumulty(L)
James McDermott
James McDermott
Pauline Dodson
George Roswell (L)
Wm. H. Hogan -Capt. US Navy
Dolores Nole (L)
Phyllis Worne (L)

Caravan 138 Valencia
PGC Vincent J. Valentini Cody Cinicola (L)
PGC Vincent J. Valentini Eleanor M. Benek
Caravan 143 Barcelona
Ms. Norma Jean Bak Paul DeMarco
SE James E. Kremer Paul DeMarco
Caravan 151
Ms. Barbara Pastovic
Ms. Barbara Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright

Vigo
Elizabeth Rieck
Bertha Mayer
Mr. Donald Dicesare

Caravan 159 Al Jana
SD Carl M. Majewski John Swanson
Caravan 161
SN William S. Maraczi
SN William S. Maraczi
SN William S. Maraczi

El Poder
Ann Ulatowski
Elmer Ondy
Robert Maraczi (L)

Caravan 183 Jerez
M/M Richard A. Smith, Sr. Minnie Drugg
Caravan 196 Denia
M/M Francis J. Fodale Mr. Rejan Lambert
M/M Francis J. Fodale Michael Schneider
Caravan 200 Abba Koval
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris Robert Sholtis, Sr. (L)
Caravan 209
Dar Al Ruse Caravan 209
Dar Al Ruse Caravan 209
SE Abraham R Gonzalez
PGC William Edward Walker

Dar Al Ruse
Rev. Loyd Morris (L)
SN Jack Harvey (L)
Rev. Loyd Morris (L)
Jack Harvey (L)

Caravan 217
SN George Jagitsch
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn

Manresa
Michael Schneider
Lottie Niezgoda
Lottie Niezgoda

Caravan 218
M/M Anthony Andreas
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
Ms. Pat Dambach
M/M Kennith C. Owen
M/M Kennith C. Owen

Ben Ziri
Robert Schnell
Robert Schnell
Tony/Joy DeMaggio (L)
Clara McCarty (L)
Diane Vogel
Bill Carrothers
Rita Cacciola
Andre Ochs (L)
Robert Schnell
Tony De Maggio (L)

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD
PROGRAM (continued from Page 24)
Caravan 218 (con’t)
M/M Kennith C. Owen
PGC Jesse Perry
Ms. Gertrude Winslow

Ben Ziri
Joseph Doering
Ernest Freitas
Roy Crawford (L)

Caravan 261 Sancho
M/M Leo Wojtylo Frank Kunke
M/M Leo Wojtylo Lillian Jagodzinski
Caravan 262
M/M Ed Ehrhart
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart
M/M Edward J. Scheer

Abd Al Aziz
Sultana Millie Brewster
SN Leo Brewster
Roy Crawford (L)

Caravan 298 At Large
M/M Robert Fischer Richard Warhel
M/M Robert Fischer Estella Fischer

Friends of St. Francis Camp
Cookbook
The “Friends of St. Francis Camp Cookbook” is now available for purchase. This cookbook
includes about 170 recipes and several pages of cooking hints and tips.
The cost is $20.00 plus shipping/handling which includes a donation to the Order of Alhambra
General Fund for $5.00.
Send your check made payable to St. Francis Camp along with a note of how many cookbooks
you wish to order and name/address where to ship it to:
St. Francis Camp
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Your Cookbook will be forwarded immediately upon receipt of your payment.
This fund-raiser will beneﬁt the camp in many ways including future renovations of the camp in
an ongoing eﬀort to continue to meet the needs of the campers we hold so dear.

ALHAMBRA

The statistics published above come from the
ﬁnancial records of the International Order of
Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up
to December 22, 2010.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made
that is not reported here please contact the staﬀ
at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as
possible.
Every eﬀort has been made to correctly record
these Gifts and any error is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice
way to remember
someone who is
sick or who has
died.

A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO
*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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Dollars & Cents

Supreme Chamberlain Gerald Roux
Jerry can be reached by e-mail
groux12345@comcast.net

As Supreme Chamberlain one of my major responsibilities is to review the completion of the audits performed by our Certiﬁed Public Accountants
on the three corporations that the Order controls, 1) Order of Alhambra General Fund, 2) Order of Alhambra Charity Fund, and 3) Order of
Alhambra Convention Fund. The audits for these funds were conducted from July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010 and are comprehensive of all interfund
activities including loans made from one fund to another. The convention fund is the reconciliation from the last convention held in 2009, in
San Antonio Texas, and includes income and expenses that were incurred prior to the start of the convention and held in a suspense account
prior to July 1, 2009.
I have included a summary of the information as presented in the 990 forms prepared for the IRS as well as recommendations and observations
by our accountants of each fund of the Order.
General Fund
Revenues
Dues
$ 120,274
Donations
7,754
Raﬄe Income
8,386
Management & Rent
52,000
Merchandise Sales
7,476
Miscellaneous
2,572
TOTAL REVENUES $ 198,462

Net Revenues (Loss)

Expenses
Salaries
$ 83,809
Professional Fees
11,190
Building Expense
10,206
Alhambran
15,686
Meetings
14,012
Membership Insurance 16,953
Repairs and Maint.
4,773
Other Insurance
9,840
Oﬃce Expenses
16,889
Miscellaneous
26,121
$ 209,479

Assets
Cash & Equiv
$ 63,752
Accts Rec
6,806
Due Charity Fund
23,651
Prepaids
748
Inventory
19,878
Land/Bldg (net)
36,972
$ 151,807

Liabilities
Accts Payable $ 1,962
Due to Charity
77,421
Misc.
101
$ 79,484
Net Assets

$ 72,323

$ (11,017)

As you can see the Order is currently not generating enough revenues to meet its yearly obligations and I project that it will get worse in the
current year. For the past 4-5 years we have cut our overhead expenses to the bone, eliminating two staﬀ (salaried) positions to start with. We
have researched every expense within the oﬃce looking for less expensive alternatives and in some cases using cheaper materials to reduce
cost. When all is said and done, over $100,000 annually has been eliminated in that time period. The problem is not our expenses; it is our lack
of membership, lack of support for the General Fund, raﬄe and lack of donations to the General Fund by caravans. Lack of membership and
the feelings members have that per capita is too high will make the problem worse in this fraternal year. With the purging of the membership
rosters by caravans and Sir Nobles and caravan oﬃcers who don’t feel the per capita cost is “worth their membership in the Order”, I project
our revenues to decrease this year by an additional $15,000, making our net loss for 2010-2011 nearly $26,000.
The General Fund Total Assets total $151,807 with Current Liabilities of $79,484 leaving us with Net Assets of $72,323.
While per capita is a hard pill to swallow at times, the reality is that our per capita for 2009-2010 needed to be increased by $4 per member just
to break even. In 2010-2011 the per capita needed to be increased by an additional $8.75 per member again just to break even.
In order to correct this problem, I’m considering the following options.
Option #1 would require the Supreme Divan to set per capita thus taking the onus oﬀ the Council of Viziers. Why would I suggest this? My
proposal at the last Council of Viziers meeting was to increase per capita by $4 per member, not the $2 increase approved. While the increase
would not have balanced the income statement, it would have provided an additional $6,000 in revenue for this ﬁscal year.
Option #2 would be to require each caravan to support the General Fund Raﬄe. Had we sold 300 additional raﬄe tickets last year, we would
have ended the year revenue neutral. By requiring each caravan to purchase 1 ticket per 5 members we could balance our books.
(Continued on Page 27)
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DOLLARS AND CENTS
(Continued from Page 26)

Option #3 uses the Charity interest fund to balance our General fund. This option would require a change in Al Sunna as we are unable
procedurally to do this.
Revenues
Contributions
$ 91,316
Investment Income
117,238
$ 208,554

Net Revenue (Loss) $

61,842

Charity Fund
Expenses
Assets
Grants and Donations $ 86,398
Cash & Equivalents $
222,648
Management Fees
52,000
Accts Rec.
3,033
Meetings
2,879
Due from Related
82,966
Miscellaneous
4,777
Misc
127,685
Oﬃce Expense
658 Investments
2,741,840
$ 146,712
$ 3,178,172

Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Net Assets

$
$

2,879
2,879

$ 3,175,293

As is evidenced by the Proﬁt/Loss statement for Alhambra Charities Inc., the ﬁnancial position of the corporation is solid. The corporation is
on solid footing with the investment strategy that we have pursued over the past decade. What these numbers do not reﬂect is the unrealized
gains in the portfolio for 2009-2010. During that time period the fund achieved $167,327 in unrealized gains. This item does show up in the
balance sheet portion as investments.
Revenues
Package Sales

$ 75,899

Net Revenue (Loss)

$ (10,141)

Convention Fund
Expenses
Assets
Convention Expenses $86,040
Cash & Equivalents $
61
Prepaid Exp.
1,313
$ 1,374

Liabilities
Due to General Fund $

29,196

Net Assets

(27,822)

$

The Convention Fund shows a loss of $10,141 in 2009 in San Antonio. And as can be seen in the balance sheet the fund owes $27,822 to the
General Fund for loans used to pay the bills for the last 3 conventions. As the convention is a mandatory requirement per Al Sunna, ﬁnding
ways to oﬀset these expenses are limited. So what are the options? I would propose the following option.
Option #1 Propose an amendment to the governing document (Al Sunna) at the next Alhambra Convention and Supreme Divan meetings that
change the present voting system (allowing only elected delegates to vote) to allowing all members in good standing who attend the convention
to vote on proposed (resolutions) changes. Convention attendance has declined in the past 10 years due to the limited number of people who can
vote and the costs associated with attending the convention. I oﬀer the idea of opening membership up to Catholic women. The current system
requires a 66% vote in favor of changing the Constitution of Al Sunna. We currently allow Past Supreme Commanders the right to vote at the
convention, empowering them with the same power as any caravan even the largest caravans. Why should 1 member have the same power as a
caravan with 50, 100, 150 or even 200 members? They shouldn’t and this proposal would change that. I believe that allowing all members who
attend the right to be heard and cast a vote for changes in Al Sunna would allow for a greater voice from the membership as a whole allowing
for 1 member one vote, a truly democratic idea.
Option #2 To improve attendance at the convention I propose a requirement that any caravan wishing to cast its votes for Election of Oﬃcers be
required to have one member in attendance for each vote the caravan is allowed. For example if a caravan has 140 members they would be entitled
to six (6) votes at the Supreme Divan for the election of Supreme Oﬃcers. To cast all six votes, the caravan would be required to have six (6)
members in good standing registered and in attendance at the Supreme Divan meeting. What would this accomplish? I believe in an increased
attendance at the convention. I agree with the notion that larger caravans should have greater voting powers than smaller caravans, but, as it
currently stands, caravans with multiple votes are only required to send one person to represent the entire caravan and caravans with only one
vote have to incur the same expense in order to cast their single vote. For rationale I oﬀer the delegate system we use in electing the President.
If a state has 25 available votes to be cast for the party nominee, they must have 25 members in attendance at the party conventions.
Smaller caravans are feeling disenfranchised with this process as is evidenced by their low attendance at the past 3 conventions.
While these proposals will not “ﬁx” the Orders ﬁnancial issues by themselves, I believe that they are a step in the right direction. I have
presented to you, the membership, the ﬁnancials for the Orders three corporations as audited by our Certiﬁed Public Accountant ﬁrm and also
ideas on how we can improve our ﬁnancial position. All I ask is that you talk about these and any other ideas you have and make your feelings
known at the upcoming Convention to be held this July in Michigan.
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“Pictures with Santa,” at Cook Elementary, Hillside Middle School and Old Village Special
Education. Over 125 Students are served. Thanks to Manresa Caravan #217.

GC Skop, Santa, Ed Carew, Bill McDonell
John Kielb, Ken Kress, Ed Peters, Don Terns and Ted Marzonie,
where’s Ted? Coﬀee Break

GC Ed Skop Presenting
a check for $500 for the
Special Education Program

Santa with one of the students of
Old Village Special Education

Together we are stronger
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Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496
Tel: 410-242-0660
Fax: 410-536-5729
Website: www.orderalhambra.org
e-mail: salaamone@covad.net
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St. Francis of Assisi
Pray For Us

