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HISTORY OF THE ALHAMBRA ENDOWMENT FUND
The Alhambra Endowment Fund was ﬁrst established in 1967 under the guidance of then Supreme Commander
Vincent F. Caputo of Porto Caravan #104. At the New Orleans Convention in 1967 SC Caputo was elected
to a second term and proposed a bold move in order to raise funds for the Alhambra Endowment Fund. He
asked for an initial investment fund of $100,000.00 with the interest going toward Teacher Scholarships.
To his surprise the Sir Nobles at the convention donated over $10,000.00 by the close of the convention.
Barcelona Caravan #143 of Dearborn, Michigan was the ﬁrst caravan to participate to the tune of 100%. For
a donation of $50.00 a donor would receive a Tassel Helping Hand Pin. Little did Supreme Commander
Caputo realize that the AEF investments would hit the half million mark under the administration of Supreme
Commander Robert T. Pastel in 1979. Under Supreme Commander Pastel’s reign the idea of a Scallop Shell
Pin was submitted to the Council of Viziers at the February 1979 meeting in New Orleans. The pin cost
$100.00 with the hopes that the AEF would swell to the $1 Million point.

OTHER HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF ALHAMBRA
Under the leadership of Supreme Commander Lucien A. Cambre of Darro Caravan #29 (1953-1955) the
beginning stages of the Home Oﬃce was started. It was felt that it would be beneﬁcial to the Order to have
it’s own building instead of renting space. On October 1, 1955, just 45 days after the newly elected Supreme
Commander Harry J. Brogan was elected the work was begun. The Sir Nobles of all Caravans raised and
forwarded funds necessary to start this process. On January 23, 1956 the new headquarters was completed
and occupied, just a little over 3 months after the building was started and only nine months after the idea
of the building was ﬁrst presented. On February 18, 1956 the new building was dedicated with impressive
ceremonies conducted by Supreme Chaplain Rev. James V. Ennis. It was designed to keep all of the records
of the Order and provide service to all Caravans throughout the North American Continent. The Supreme
Oﬃce is under the full-time supervision of the Executive Secretary and a staﬀ of two secretaries who are
responsible for the constant up-dating of records, replying to correspondence, bookkeeping, transcribing fez
orders, packaging and shipping of jewelry orders and orders for supplies. In addition there is the preparation
of statistics for committee reports and information requested by the various oﬃcers. Although his health
was beginning to fail, Supreme Commander Brogan was present and witnessed the fulﬁllment of his greatest
desire as Supreme Commander. SC Brogan also traveled the length and breadth of the North American
continent until he was stricken with what was to be a fatal illness in February 1957. He also found time
to bring into being another cherished desire, the publication of a paper periodically for our individual Sir
Nobles. In November 1956 the ﬁrst issue of the ALHAMBRAN was distributed and met with enthusiastic
acceptance by the members. On July 4, 1957 Supreme Commander Brogan passed away, failing to realize
his greatest ambition - to report to our Supreme Divan Meeting at Buﬀalo in August 1957, the great progress
made in the welfare of the Order during his administration. He was the ﬁrst Supreme Commander to die
in oﬃce. As a lasting memorial to this great Alhambran and Supreme Commander, Cordova Caravan and
the Order erected an imposing monument in Buﬀalo, N.Y. One major accomplishment over and above the
previous information was the formation of thirty-eight new caravans, one of which, Merida Caravan, was the
ﬁrst in the Republic of Mexico.

Dedicated to Assisting the Mentally Challenged

The Editor’s Pen
by PGC Mike Carpenter

Mike can be reached by e-mail at mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

One of the best things of being the Editor of this wonderful publication is
being able to talk to many of the Sir Nobles throughout the Order. Also
having the privilege of doing the research necessary to bring new and old
information to the Sir Nobles. In deciding what to have as the front page
article I was blessed in having this information from one of my predecessors,
Sir Noble James L. Bordas. Look in future issues for other history of The
Order of Alhambra. Denise at home oﬃce is digging through the archives
of this publication to give me ideas for other articles.

happen within driving distance so that I can report on them. One recent
function is mentioned in Supreme Director Ed Smith’s article, the annual
ceremonial. To be present at the dinner celebrating the Honoree PGC
William Marchiori was truly the most wonderful thing since I became a Sir
Noble. To see all of the awards that were presented to him that evening was
noteworthy. This lifelong dedicated Sir Noble deserves all the blessing that
have been bestowed upon him. He and his family have been extremely active
in the Michigan area doing all they can for God’s Special People.

The other blessing of this oﬃce is being invited to the various functions that

Thank you again for this wonderful job, bringing information to the Order.

THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC Will Cubbedge
“Improve the Order: A Strategy for Growth”- by Will Cubbedge
Without a doubt, the Order is suﬀering a steady decline in membership. We have
been told, and have been telling ourselves, for years that we have to recruit. No
one disputes this. The main point of dispute is how do we go about increasing
membership. This question has created a maelstrom of chaos in the internal politics
of the Order, with some factions insisting that the only way to increase membership
is to open the Order to women and/or non-Catholics, and others promoting
centralized recruitment and communications strategies, while still others hang their
heads and bemoan that any attempt to reach a young, vital prospect for membership
is in vain as we are no longer “a nation of joiners”
There is no lack of opinions as to what we should do. And that fact is bogging
down the Order in endless discussion and argument, holding back actual progress
and improvement. What we lack is a clear, common, and practical vision for
member recruitment and retention, one based on our best practices and traditions as
a Catholic service fraternity.
I think it is time to reexamine our preconceptions regarding what is the best way to
bring members into the Order. Heretofore, we have been focused on what could
be called the “individual strategy”, exempliﬁed by slogans like “Each One Reach
One.” While man-to-man recruitment is to be cherished and promoted, I don’t
think that it will work as a long-term strategy for growth. That is because the
engine of growth in fraternal organizations is not the individual, but the local subdivision, that is to say in our case, the Caravan. It is the Caravan, with its program,
its fraternal identity, and its administrative organization that gives a recruit a reason
to join, and gives a member a reason to recruit.
But as we all know there are Caravans that lack program, identity, and organization.
Many Caravans will never recruit another member ever again. They are content
to be closed to the world and exist, one presumes, in the hope that membership
will walk through the door (and it does happen, occasionally, that someone goes
looking to join Alhambra – but not often enough to meet our manpower needs in
the long term.)
So, understanding that the Caravan, not the individual Alhambran, is the real
engine that drives recruitment, and likewise understanding that there are a number
of Caravans who will not recruit, I propose the following two-part strategy for
growth:
First:

Form new Caravans in nearby population centers out of the existing
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membership of large, established Caravans. Send these men out with a mission to
begin their own exciting, engaging program and bring members in from parishes
that are not being suﬃciently represented by the existing Caravan.
Second: The International Order of Alhambra implements an Order-wide
recruitment program that incorporates every available means of publicizing the
Order and attracting membership and encouraging Supreme Directors, Grand
Commanders, and individual Alhambrans to organize and execute a year-long
recruitment plan. This would include all new printed matter (brochures, cards,
etc.), electronic media, direct mail materials, and reasonable, obtainable goals that
both established and new Caravans can use to get the message out about the Order.
All of these materials would be provided to all Caravans who ask for them, as well
as those that don’t. This would show that the Home Oﬃce and the Supreme Divan
are interested in improving the Order and supplying it with the manpower it needs
to prosper and grow, while making it perfectly clear that the responsibility for the
implementation of the growth strategy lies squarely with the local Caravans.
My own Caravan in Washington, DC is in the process of colonizing some of our
members who live several states away in to either an existing, but moribund, Caravan
or into a totally new structure. The plan is for our Caravan to give direct support
and aid to the colonists for as long as they need it, while they move toward total
self-suﬃciency through steady activity and steady recruitment. We have enthused
members who will shepherd the process for as long as it takes. And if it doesn’t
work the ﬁrst time, we are committed to trying again, and again, until something
sticks.
Perhaps this strategy seems simple. But I can assure you, after years in non-proﬁt
management, that this “Caravan Colonization” model works when tried. The plan I
have outlined has worked for several non-proﬁt organizations, in particular fraternal
organizations, and almost exactly parallels the fundamental administrative model
of the California Missions, the Boys Scouts of America, and the Missionary Baptist
Church. In each case, it isn’t the individual member who makes the organization
grow, it is the local unit of the organization that organizes and drives individuals to
invite more people into their fold.
PGC William A. Cubbedge, J.D., KHS works for a national Catholic ministerial
organization in Washington, DC. He is a founding member of Fatima #265 at
The Catholic University of America and wears an enormous size 8 fez. He lives
in Hyattsville, MD, with his long-suﬀering Sultana, Lydia, and baby daughter,
Philomena. You can reach him directly at willcubbedge@gmail.com

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT

Chatter from our
Supreme
Commander
by Francis Fodale

by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

Francis can be reached by e-mail at
ffodale@avemarialaw.edu

My dear friends,

John Wagner, Baltimore and Beyond

Spring has ﬁnally sprung – and the joy of the Resurrection continues
to resound throughout the Church and throughout the world! What
a wonderful time of the year – as new life begins to appear once again:
ﬂowers blooming, birds returning (snow birds, too!!) and the chance to
open windows and experience the freshness of a Spring breeze. I also ﬁnd
it a somewhat nostalgic time of the year as we approach both Mother’s Day
and Father’s Day.

Who is John Wagner? John Wagner is a young Catholic gentleman who has
ﬁlled out an application for membership in the International Order of Alhambra.
I recently told him about the International Order of Alhambra, gave him our
literature and asked him to join. He is enthusiastic about joining and I expect
great things from John. Have you asked anyone to join our Order this week?
This month? This year? Remember the old membership campaign slogan
– Each one get one! If each member would get a new member, we would
double our membership. Simple arithmetic. Ask someone to join TODAY!

I am sure that many (most?) reading this column have parents who are
deceased – as are mine. It was 15 years ago this May that my mother died
and 20 years ago this April that my father died. As we approach these
special days when we honor our parents, I have both wonderful and poignant
memories of my parents. Many years ago my ﬁrst pastor oﬀered me a very
simple but profound insight when he said to me one day: “Rick, spend all
the time you can with your parents while they are living. You will never
regret that decision.” Nor have I. It was sage advice and the same advice
I would oﬀer to any of you who are reading this and whose parent/parents
are still alive. I was blessed with parents who were nurturing, supportive,
challenging and tried, as best they could, to not favor any one of their four
children over another. I think they did an admirable job. I realize that not
all are as fortunate as myself to have had the same loving and aﬃrming
experience which I did in my growing-up years – but there is the unique
relationship which each of us has with each of our parents and with both of
our parents.
Some years ago, I borrowed a Polish tradition from one of my priest friends
when every Sunday before the evening meal, whether I am alone or with
others, I oﬀer a toast to my parents by just using their ﬁrst names. I hold up
my glass and simply say: “To Jack and Dorothy.” If there are others at the
meal, they do the same thing with the names of their deceased parents. It is
a gentle but powerful reminder of two people who gave me so very much.
They may not be here physically – but they remain every much with me in
thought – in memory – and in my heart.
On Mother’s Day and Father’s Day this year, I will toast not only them but
I will toast all of you who are parents – both the mothers and the fathers.
Many of you have given – and continue to give – in extraordinary acts of
love to your children. You carry within you their joys and their heartaches.
You give them the love and support which they desperately need. You are
to be honored in a special way for such devotion and self-sacriﬁce. May
you bask in the splendor of your children’s love on each of those days and
throughout the entire year. You have been given a great vocation by God
and you have done very, very well. Many thanks!

What is Baltimore? Historically, Baltimore is the location of the ﬁrst Catholic
Diocese in the United States. Remember the Baltimore Catechism? Baltimore
is also the location of the Secretariat (Home Oﬃce), precisely the right place
for an organization that marks signiﬁcant historical Catholic sites, persons
and events. Baltimore is also the site of the Council of Viziers meeting July
16 – 19, 2010. Now is the time to contact your Supreme Director to bring
your new ideas and/or concerns to the attention of the Council of Viziers.
Baltimore is also a very interesting city. Why not vacation in Baltimore and
attend the Council of Viziers meeting to learn more about Our Order. For
tourist information on Baltimore, visit www.baltimore.org. The Council of
Viziers will be staying at the Marriot Hotel at Camden Yards and will visit
the Secretariat (Home Oﬃce) which unfortunately is not large enough to hold
the meetings.
What is Beyond Baltimore? After the Council of Viziers meeting in
Baltimore, the Executive Committee and Alhambra Charities will meet in
Southern California September 16 – 19, 2010 hosted by Region VII, the
home of Supreme Scribe Vince Braun, Supreme Director Michael Caligiuri,
and Past Supreme Commander Bob Santos. The meetings will be held in
conjunction with a Hi-Hopes event at the Pala Indian Mission sponsored by
Abd Al Aziz Caravan No. 262. The event is billed as “Music for Dancing for
the developmentally challenged by the developmentally challenged.” A free
lunch accompanies the performance of musicians who are developmentally
challenged.
Shortly after the deadline for this issue of the Alhambran, Region V will host
the Executive Committee and Alhambra Charity meetings on May 1, 2010 in
Cleveland, Ohio under the direction of Supreme Director Carl Majewski. Is
your Caravan or Region willing to host a meeting of the Executive Committee
and Alhambra Charities? If so, please contact me. There is very little, if any,
cost involved and the meetings and accompanying camaraderie provides a
great opportunity to meet with the Supreme Oﬃcers and learn more about
the Order.
(Continued on Page 6)

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.
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COUNCIL OF VIZIERS
2009 – 2011
SUPREME PONTIFF
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
ECCLESIASTICAL PROTECTOR
His Eminence Cardinal Adam Maida
1234 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 48226
(B) 313-237-5816 (F) 313-237-4642
SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Reverend Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass
Pastor, Prince of Peace Church
4300 Walnut Lake Road
West Bloomﬁeld, Michigan 48323
(B) 248-681-9424 (f) 248-681-5543
(e-mail) msgrbass@comcast.net
Executive Committee
SUPREME COMMANDER
Francis J. Fodale – Sultana Theresa
May - Mid-August & Dec - Mid-Jan.
3212 Edgewood Park Drive. Commerce Twp. MI 48382
(H) 248-360-9206 (F) 248-360-9206
(e-mail) ﬀodale09@comcast.net
Mid-Aug - Nov & Mid-Jan - Apr
813 Regency Reserve Circle, Unit 4001, Naples, FL
34119
(C) 248-761-7485
(e-mail) ﬀodale@avemarialaw.edu
VICE SUPREME COMMANDER
Andre Beauchamp -Sultana Danielle
3829 Mercedes, Laval, QC H7P 1L7 Canada
(H) 450-622-1624 (C) 514-953-1624
(e-mail) andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca
SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
Gerald T. Roux
PO Box 201, or 40300 Fairway III, Northville, MI 48167
(H) 248-349-4112 (C) 248-773-9226
(e-mail) groux12345@comcast.net
SUPREME SCRIBE
Vince Braun - Sultana Kathy
917 Citrus Edge St., Azusa, CA 91702
(H) 626-969--0183 (B) 562-634-7392
(F) 562-634-2478 (C) 562-572-4674
(e-mail) vbraun_vb@yahoo.com
SUPREME ADVOCATE
Donald A Sauviac Jr. - Sultana Diane
2925 Tulane Ave, New Orleans, LA 70119
(B) 504-827-9988 (F) 504-827-9982
(e-mail) noladonny@yahoo.com

REGION IV – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Jim Rigby - Sultana Carol
188 Acacia Ave. Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(B) 228-435-5665 (F) 228-74-1556
(e-mail) alhambraregion4@gmail.com
REGION V – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(IL, KY, OH, IN, IA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Avenue, Parma, OH 44134
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
(e-mail) pancarl-1@att.net
REGION VI – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Edward J. Smith - Sultana Kathleen
35024 Bunker Hill, Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
(e-mail) esmith5@twmi.rr.com
REGION VII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(TX, CO, MT, NM. OK, WY)
Henry G. Kenneson, Jr., -Sultana Pat
4602 Lakeway Drive, Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058 (C) 956-346-3918
(e-mail) hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
REGION VIII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Michael S. Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way, Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
(e-mail) mscaligiuro@cox.net
REGION IX – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(QU, MARITIME PROVINCES)
Claude Pichette - Sultana Renee
11945 Rue Filion, Montreal, QC H4J 1T6 Canada
(H) 514-334-4657
(e-mail) claude.pichette051@sympatico.ca
REGION X – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(ON, WESTERN PROVINCES)
Kenneth Blain, -Sultana Judy
1519 Rossini Blvd.., Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023
(e-mail) kblain2@cogeco.ca
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Roger J. Reid, PSC
P.O. Box 1912, Nokomis, FL 34274-1912
(H) 941-486-0949 (C) 410-227-4545 (F) 941-486-8833
(e-mail) reid003@verizon.net

SUPREME DIRECTORS
REGION I – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Thomas Wall –Sultana Sue
52 Edgewater Road, Hull, MA 02045
(H) 781-925-0609 (B) 617-635-7500 (C) 617-984-9533
(e-mail) grizzwall1@aol.com
REGION II – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(NJ, NY, PA)
J. R. Black, -Sultana Barbara
8214 Wedgewood Drive, Norfolk, VA 23518
(C) 757-641-3269 (H) 757-583-0284
(e-mail) jrbbab39@msn.com
REGION III – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Michael Stakem - Sultana Diane
828 Camden Ave. Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
(e-mail) damvet@atlanticbb.net

EDITOR
Mike Carpenter, PGC
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
(C) 313-218-9345 (F) 313-274-8564
(e-mail) mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
OFFICE MANAGER
Denise Blakely
4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
(B) 410-242-0660 or 0661 (F) 410-536-5729
Toll Free - 800-478-2946
(e-mail) denise@covad.net
WEBSITE CHAIRMAN
Rudolph G. Mastroianni, PSS
165 Salem Road
Stratford, CT 06614
(H) 203-377-5380 (C) 203-522-2478
(e-mail) rudy.mastro@sbcglobal.net
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: PSD Ron Kaczorowski
WEBSITE

www.orderalhambra.org
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NEW CANDIDATES
ORAN CARAVAN #67
EDWARD CROAL
MICHAEL LA MARCA

FATIMA CARAVAN 265
GERARD COUNIHAN
MARK DE CELLES
ANDREW HAINES
KEVIN T. KIMITIS
STEPHEN KUNATH
JUAN JAVIER RIESTRA
REV. MICHAEL WESTON

PORTO CARAVAN #104
MARK R. BAKER
JOHN REICHT
GUADALUPE #234
SCOTT DUNHAM

We welcome all of you
to the Order of Alhambra
and hope that you ﬁnd it
rewarding and fulﬁlling.
Necrology
AURORA CARAVAN #55

JOSEPH SPIRKO
STEPHEN A. SHEPARD

MICHAEL RUDOVSKY
AL CASSIN CARAVAN #163
ARAGON CARAVAN #65
EARL A. BECK
JOHN D. BROWN

EUGENE E. GREYTAK
RAYMOND A. PACOVSKY
DIEGO CARAVAN #255

CARMONA CARAVAN #75
BRIAN MCCULLOUGH

May Perpetual Light shine upon
them
and may they rest in the Peace
of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.
Are you moving? If so, don’t
miss the next issue of THE
ALHAMBRAN
USA AND CANADIAN
MEMBERS
Send your label and change of
address to:
International Order of
Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore,
MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaamone@covad.net

Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26

residents from Biloxi Community
Homes.

The Caravan Annual Memorial Mass
will be at 6 pm May 18th at St. Francis
of Assisi Chapel, City of Tonawanda.
Celebrant will be Fr. Michael Uebler,
Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi parish.
There will be a social gathering and
repast following mass at Twin City K
of C Council.
The 41st Annual Cantalician Picnic
for the developmentally disabled
is June 9th. Contact VGC Bob
Robinson to assist.

On May 8th the caravan will be
having their Quarterly Corporate
Communion. This will be held at a
new location, Our Lady of Victories
in Pascagoula, 4 pm Mass. This
was arranged by a new Sir Noble
Terry Dickson. The new Pastor at
this parish is Father Tony Arguelles,
formerly from the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Biloxi.

The next meeting of Region V
will take place on May 12th at the
Brooklyn-Parma K of C Hall and
is hosted by Al Jana Caravan #159
(Parma). Oasis opens at 6:30 pm,
dinner at 7 pm and the meeting starts
at 8:00 pm. Cost for the evening is
$15.00 and is open to all members of
the Alhambra.
The caravan hosted the Executive
Committee meeting on May 1st at
the Holiday Inn in Independence
Ohio.

Padul #69
Wamba #89

Darro #29 (Submitted by Regional
Reporter Dave Delgado)
Special thanks go out to SN Jim
Chacere and the members of Pelaya
Caravan #178 for their generous
donation of $300.00, presented to
SN Robert Stevens, to aid in the
education of our Special Citizens at
East Jeﬀerson High School.
Special thanks go out to SN Al Abila,
member of Darro Caravan for his
generous donation of $100.00 to be
used towards the rental of a tuxedo
for a student and Special Citizen at
East Jeﬀerson Parish High School
for the prom.
The caravan held a can shake during
the month of April for our Special
Citizens at Ciolino Pharmacy in
Metairie, Louisiana.

The caravan will be holding their
annual Bull Roast on June 19th.
It will be held at Gerry and Peg
Mathei’s residence at 3 pm. The
annual “Steak” bash will include the
“Ceremonial” burial of Jezebel the
camel. Cost is $25.00 per person.
The caravan supported the Special
Olympics Track and Field Event on
May 1st held at Salem High School.
The caravan would like to remind
everyone about the Ocean City
Maryland “Weekend Get Together,
October 14th through October
17th at the Howard Johnson at the
Oceanfront on the Atlantic Ocean.
Contact PSC Ed Fiorella (757) 3629225 for information or to make your
reservations call the Holiday Inn at
888-465-3451. There are only 40
rooms available on a ﬁrst come ﬁrst
served basis.

Oran #67
Carmona #75
The caravan participated in a can
drive at Winn-Dixie. This resulted in
a collection of over $540.00. Thanks
go out to the chairman Art Sanow for
setting it up and to the helpers, GC
Gerard Darnell, SD Jim Rigby, GS
Lee Helton, SN Joe Ravita and the

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596

The caravan has made special
arrangements to allow a canister drive
at the Wal-Mart, 10000 Brookpark
Road in Brooklyn Ohio on May 23rd
from 10 am to 6 pm.

The caravan participated in two
events recently, the annual Hooley
Plunge and the 50th A.C.I.T. See
elsewhere in this journal for pictures
of both events.
The caravan will be involved in
Heritage Days on June 12th and
13th. Contact GC Brad Staﬀord for
further information.
Porto #104
The Grand Commander Leo Alonso
was honored to be named the State
of Virginia Special Olympics Coach
of the Year for 2009 on March 2nd.
SN Brendan Hammeke was named
the Athlete of the Year. GC Alonso
also met the Vasquez family, Family
of the Year and spoke about the
Alhambra and Porto Caravan. They
were aware of the good works of Porto
Caravan and asked for a membership
application so they could join in
helping God’s Special People.

The caravan is working towards the
celebration of “October Disabilities
Awareness Month” in the Arlington
Catholic Diocese. There are plans in
place to kick oﬀ the campaign with a
four-page color insert with donation
envelopes in the Catholic Herald
(85,000 subscribers) on September
30th. There will also be at least two
full pages dedicated to the campaign
on October 7, 14, 21, and 28th
with articles on the intellectually
disabled and advertisements on
the organizations that the caravan
supports. There are other things being
planned for the month throughout
the area.
Lugo #113
The caravan held a trip to Connecticut
to the Foxwoods Casino on May 1st.
There may be other information
about how this event went in future
issues.
Tai #125
The caravan participated in a Disco/
Pizza Party for the members and
parents of the Garﬁeld Heights
Friends and Parents group.
A
fun time was had by all. SD Carl
Majewski, SN/Sultana Dick and
Terry Kowalics, Frank and Fran
Nowak, Joe and Teri Svoboda helped
serve over 60 people with pizza, soft
drinks and cookies.
The caravan will be participating in
the Region V meeting on May 12th,
hosted by Al Jana Caravan.
(Continued on Page 8)

The caravan will be holding the
3rd Annual Golf Tournament in
Haymarket VA on October 1st.
Contact GC Leo Alonso for further
information.

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the oﬃcers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2 .May/June 2010
3. Published bi-monthly (Jan, Mar, May, Sep, Nov)
4. International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596
5. Volume 54, No.3
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SIR NOBLES RECEIVE HONORS

Chatter from the Supreme Commander

There are actually two separate situations where our Sir Nobles received
honors this year.

(Continued from Page 3)
Last but not least, I would like to welcome our newest Caravan, Fatima
Caravan No. 265 at the Catholic University of America, in Washington D.C.
The following encouraging statistics come from their blog and web site:
<alhambrarama.wordpress.com> 21 Sir Nobles; 0 Novices; 1 Life Member;
11 Members with fezzes; 33.222 years of age (average of membership);
2.1 Men inducted per month on average; 6 Business Meetings since
reorganization; 6 Social Meetings since reorganization; 60 hours of service
rendered; 1 March for Life marched; $50 in charitable disbursements;
$432 in per capita paid to the International; $7.38 in the bank right now;
3 newsletters published since reorganization; 5 band instruments; 1 band
performance. The Easter Issue of The Fatima Dromedary, their newsletter
is excellent. Visit their blog and website and read it.
What if every Caravan inducted 2.1 men per month on average? Robert
Kennedy is quoted as saying, “Others see problems in the world and ask
why? I dream dreams and ask why not? “Why not every Caravan inducting
2.1 men per month on average? It can be done! Ask someone to join our
Order TODAY!

SN Ernest Daly (Lugo Caravan #113) was honored with the French Legion
of Honor, presented by Boston’s French Consul General in early February, for
his actions during WWII. Ernie was a medic during some of the battles in
Normandy, Northern France, the Rhineland and Central Europe. He did not
enlist to be a medic but was forced into service helping his fellow soldiers.
Over time his responsibilities increased until he was assisting in surgery. He
was quoted as saying about his Catholic faith “You never lost your faith. You
never lose the way you were brought up.” Congratulations go out to Ernie.
Sir Nobles JP Mikolajczyk and Ryan Mullen (Fatima Caravan #265)
were awarded the First Prize in the student category for their submission
of a theoretical new chapel for the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration in
Washington DC. It was presented at the Closing Reception of the sacred
architecture symposium, “A Living Presence, Extending and Transforming
the Tradition of Catholic Sacred Architecture” by a Design Competition Jury.
A Living Presence was a ﬁrst-of-its-kind event, organized by faculty from
both the School of Architecture and Planning at The Catholic University of
America and the University of Notre Dame School of Architecture as well as
professionals specializing in this service. The symposium was well-received
by presenters and attendees, and stands as a testament to the eﬀorts of the
planners, steering committee, and sponsors of the symposium. Additionally
this pair of Sir Nobles entered and won a Design Competition in January 2008,
organized by the Archdiocese of Washington and the Catholic University of
America School of Architecture and Planning where the task was to design the
altar, ambo, and celebrant’s chair to be used by Pope Benedict XVI at the Papal
Mass at Nationals Stadium in Washington DC in April 2008. Congratulations
go out to JP and Ryan for this accomplishment.

Deadlines for the next ﬁve issues are
Issue Date
July/August
September/October
November/December
January/February
March/April

Deadline Date
June 20
August 20
October 20
December 20
February 20

Press Date
July 1
September 1
November 1
January 1
March 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let
you know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiﬀ format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Andre Beauchamp

Andre can be reached by e-mail
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Membership is
Job One

Why Leadership is so Important
by Vice Supreme Commander, André Beauchamp

is monitored for eﬀectiveness. Follow-up is necessary and holding
members accountable for their work is necessary. Every once in a
while, stop and hold a short meeting with members and go over the
Until recently, I thought leadership was being in charge. I was wrong. I plan. A good motto to follow is “Plan to succeed.” Ask you Supreme
believe leadership is inﬂuence. Have you ever been in a situation where Director to show you his plan for succeeding in his region.
one person was in charge but had to capitulate or surrender to another?
Or where two people occupy the same authority but one always seems Selecting Supreme Directors who possess leadership in our regions is
to get their way over the other? That is the law of leadership in action: important. Supreme Directors make up two-thirds of the members of the
Council of Viziers. Their leadership is essential to our overall mission.
inﬂuence.
Nothing of any consequence will occur in a region if the Supreme
Being the person accountable for things or having a title does not make Director does not have a plan to carry out the wishes and desires of it
you the leader. Leadership comes from your ability to inspire trust in members. If plans are in eﬀect, and communicated properly, it is then
other people. If people trust you, they will follow. If they can’t trust absolutely necessary that members support the Supreme Director. In
you eventually things will fall apart. In order to survive in a fraternity this way unity is displayed and everyone is on-board to carry out the
or business you must demonstrate leadership. Leadership is essential mission.
to our success in the Order of Alhambra.
Since your elected Supreme Directors must work as a team for the
If you are a business owner the role of leadership should be pretty betterment of the Order, we need an understanding of what is actually
obvious - your employees count on you to lead them to build a better meant by leadership. Leadership is a force or element necessary for
business so the stock holders are happy, the vendors are paid and the our management team to be successful. It is not enough for Supreme
employees themselves are taken care of. This holds true in the Order of Directors to work exclusively within their assigned region. They are
Alhambra. We have trust in our convention delegates to nominate and encouraged to assist in the work of the Council of Viziers. They should
elect members to the Council of Viziers that can motivate and guide ask the Supreme Commander for an assignment to a committee or event
the Order in accordance with our governing documents. Everyone lives sponsored by the top echelon of the Order. This might be an assignment
by rules and it is the exceptional leader that can get things done and that deals with the work of any of our Standing Committees. Our Order
carry-out the plans we can all agree on.
would be strengthened by asking our Supreme Directors to form a new
Caravan within their regions. One new Caravan every two years or
Once everyone is working toward an objective, opportunities will between conventions. We have a year and a few months until our next
arise for members to learn and be part of the team eﬀort. New leaders convention. Hopefully, we could go into our convention in 2011 with
will surface as they gain experience. It is imperative that these new two or more new Caravans. Imagine the impact new Caravans and new
members that demonstrate leadership be kept active and given more members would have on our Order. For one thing, the more members,
responsibility as time goes by. We mold new leaders by encouraging the possibility of less per capita. This will take planning, coordinating,
them to assist in our goals and objectives. An important aspect in their motivation and leadership. It can be done.
leadership process is to make sure any assignment given to members

Donation by Garcia Caravan to the John McKinvney Children’s Centre
Capital Project
GC Eric Griﬃn (Sancho Caravan #261), GC Russ Kreinbring (Galicia Caravan
#77) and VGC Ron Surma (Galicia Caravan #77) were on hand for the donation
of a new 15-passenger 350 cruiser to the Cass Residents in Detroit, Michigan
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Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
(Continued from Page 5)

Vigo #151

sponsors. Contact GC Peter DeVet
at 519-828-3357 if you can help.

The caravan held their Annual
Founder’s Day Mass on March 6th,
5:30 pm Mass at St. Mary’s Church
in Nanty Glo, marching in with the
Caravan Chaplain Fr. Martin Cingle.
They also had Dutch Treat Dinner at
the Niner Diner after Mass.
Algarva #168
The caravan will be involved in the
Shrine Circus in Sarnia on July 6th.
Contact Frank Backx concerning
tickets.
The 21st Annual Golf Tournament
will be held on July 10th at Sandhills
Golf – Northville.
They need

The ﬁrm Mitchell and Abbott
Group, who manage the Municipal
Retirees Ontario group for Royal
and Sunalliance are willing to take
on Alhambra members as a part
of that group under the following
conditions: Applicant must be at
least 50 years old and must live in
Ontario.
Ben Ziri #218
The caravan will be holding “A
Salute to our Men and Women in the
Service” event on May 16th at the
David D’Andrea Alcazar. They are
inviting all Sir Nobles and Sultanas

to join in making this an enjoyable
day of sharing memories, stories and
a game or two. Contact GC Armondo
Mena for further information.

reservations. The caravan hopes that
this will be a huge success.

Diego #255

The caravan held the 11th Annual
Mark Thomas Memorial Bowling
Fund-raiser on April 10th. This was
a huge success. See elsewhere in this
issue for pictures from this event.

The caravan is going to sponsor a
cruise in January 2011. The price
includes a $25.00 donation to the
caravan to help continue their work
with the Mentally Challenged in the
local area. As of April 4th there are
four Alhambrans and one couple
signed up. There is a $250.00
deposit required on reservation
with the balance due on November
1, 2010. Contact Irene Egeberg
at 941-475-7578 or 941-416-4904
for information and to make your

Sancho #261

Fatima #265
Members of the caravan participated
in a Memorial Mass for Pope John
Paul II serving as honor guards for
Cardinal Adam Maida at the Pope
John Paul II Cultural Center. See
elsewhere in this issue for pictures
from this Mass.

2010 Mark Thomas Memorial Bowling Fund-raiser Pictures

Manresa #217, GC Ed Skop and Sultana
Edna along with Pat Kress present six
afghans to the women of Hidden Lane
Home in White Lake, Michigan.
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Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045
grizzwall1@aol.com
Catholic Radio is needed today more than ever. We are constantly being
inundated by false statements made about the Church and its teachings.
Unfortunately, many people, including Catholics, believe that if they see
it in the newspaper or hear it on the news, it must be true. One way to
combat this is by eﬀective use of Radio. Throughout the United States,
more and more Catholic radio stations are helping to spread the Gospel..
Patricia Ryan, GM of Salem Radio Boston which operates three Major AM
stations says: “Catholic Radio has a very, very vital role in helping, the
41 percent of unchurched Catholics that are among us every day and we
have a responsibility to follow God’s plan. As Peter who was the Rock of
the Church became the ﬁrst Pope, he knew the vision of God. We have to
carry on that vision. And using the airways as Gods plan to get the word
out about Catholicism, I’m going to do all that I can within my energies
to continue that.” It is important that you support your local Catholic radio
station by listening to it and, if possible, supporting it ﬁnancially.
For more information or to e-mail Connie Murphy or Tom Wall,
Supreme Director of Region One.
Our e-mail address is:
AlhambraRegion1@aol.com

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518
jrbbab39@msn.com
ABD-ER-RAHMAN CARAVAN #1
On Sunday February 7th, we celebrated Founder’s Day by attending Mass
at St. Thomas Aquinas Church and hosted a breakfast at the Michael J.
Rawley American Legion. In addition to our Sir Nobles and Sultanas,
the Post Commander attended as well as Staﬀ and residents of hostels,
Garﬁeld House in Brooklyn, and Dawson Manor in Queens who were also
in attendance for Mass and breakfast.
We lost one of our dearest members PRD Tom Doyle. He passed away after
a long illness. He and his wife Barbara kept us all up-to-date on birthdays,
activities and the latest news in their monthly publication of the Call of
Allah for many years. Our heartfelt condolences go out to Barbara.
We are gearing up for our annual Special Person Picnic later in the year.
More information to follow.
ALHAMAR CARAVAN #4
Alhamar Caravan #4 recently visited Msgr. Francis Beeda Chaplain
Emeritus a patient at Little Flower Manor Nursing Home Wilkes-Barre,
PA. Francis Kennedy GC presented Msgr. Beeda with a Alhambra sweater
shirt for prior service during the 1980’s and 90’s. See pictures elsewhere
in this issue.
CORDOVAN CARAVAN #26
Divan Business meeting will be held April 6th at St. Timothy Villa Apts.
We will meet at 7:30PM in the Hospitality room. All oﬃcers, PGC’s and
committee chairman are expected to attend. There will be a brief Cantalician
Picnic meeting to go over responsibilities of the upcoming Jun 9th picnic.
April Caravan Social Meeting: Now is the time to shake the winter doldrums
and the enjoy the fresh beginning of a new spring. Come and join us for an
evening of friendship and sociability on April 20th, KofC Council #413.
Get involved as we embark on spring and summer activities. Bring a friend
to share our hospitality.

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE
TO PROMOTE
ALHAMBRA
TODAY?

May the Joys of Easter and the Wonders of Spring be yours all though the
year!
(Continued on Page 16)
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com
Here it is May already, the month of Mary. We all know about how Mary
must have felt watching her son go through life not getting the respect she
wished for her son and hearing about how he was constantly “stirring up
trouble” through out the region. Have you ever wondered what the mothers
of our Special Friends feel like? I imaging that in the early years you feel so
uncomfortable in public. The later years, when you see and feel the bigotry.
Then the older years, when you realize the great blessings you are receiving
from God by having this special child, a child ﬁlled with love, laughter and
innocence.

Wamba Caravan #89 Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the
Alhambra Catholic Invitational Tournament
By: SD Michael Stakem
And celebrate we did…………..
The Alhambra Catholic Invitational Tournament, a Catholic high school
boys basketball tournament formed by PSV Joe Divico, recently celebrated
a milestone. On March 17 through 20, Wamba Caravan #89 celebrated 50
years of the A.C.I.T. The Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Wamba under the
leadership of Tournament Director PGC Joe Carter produced one of the best
basketball tournaments and social gathering in the history of the A.C.I.T.
The tournament began with the Wednesday evening Tip Oﬀ Dinner and
opening remarks by SD Michael Stakem, VSC Andre Beauchamp, GC Brad
Staﬀord and Tournament Chairman, Joe Carter. Each high school had a
student representative speak regarding about their respective school and
some of the highlights of their basketball season.
On Thursday evening the ﬁrst round of the basketball games began with
Gonzaga Prep from Washington, DC playing Bishop Walsh High School
from Cumberland, MD; St. Frances of Baltimore playing Benedictine of
Richmond, VA; Mt. St. Joseph of Baltimore, MD against Judge Memorial of
Utah; and DeMatha of Hyattsville against Cathedral from Ontario, Canada.
Friday began with a special 50th Anniversary Luncheon held at the
Cumberland Country Club. Supreme Commander Frank Fodale and
Tournament Chairman Joe Carter welcomed over 200 guests in attendance.
Also speaking were former coaches, Mark Walton, Speedy Morris, Morgan
Wooten and Joe Gallagher who coached in past tournaments.
(Continued on Page 21)
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Mothers have a special pain with the growth of ANY child but they also
receive a special grace and beneﬁt for their unceasing love. So, here’s to
the Special Mom’s that have brought many special needs children into this
world. Here’s a special “Thank you Mom!”
June reminds me of Flag Day. It wasn’t very long ago that I had the privilege
of attending a fund raising event in Florida. While the prime entertainers
were wonderful, one thing that struck me so strongly was when a group of
Special needs people got up on stage, in front of hundreds of people and sang
“It’s a Grand Old Flag.” In a “previous life - while I was in the military” I
learned that the fear of speaking in public is more frightening to most people
that the fear of falling, ﬁre or almost anything else you can think of. Here
were a group of about a dozen special needs people , up on stage, singing
to the public with such pride it caused this old G.I. to get a tear in his eye.
Why would I tell you this information, because these Special People that we
supposedly are working for, have certain skills and talents that most of us
don’t have. When they can swell the emotions of most of the hundreds of
people within that audience, I know that they are truly Gods Special People.
I wonder just how many of us Alhambrans have no family member that is a
Special Needs person and just why we’ve chosen to belong to this organization.
I believe that God had something to do with it. When he spoke we tended to
listen and responded by saying “Yes God, I’ll help.”

Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Ave.
Parma, OH 44134-1536
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
pancarl@att.net
This is the slow period for our Caravans, all are starting their Canister drives
at various churches and large Super Markets as well as Wal-Mart.
A survey of charitable donations by all Caravans in the Cleveland area
amounted to $90,000.00 for 2009. That’s job well done.
Our annual Tripe dinner is Scheduled for September 23, 2010 and hopefully
the event will be successful as in past years.
Carmona Caravan #75 - had their poker tournament on April 16th one of
the most successful.
Tai Caravan #125 had their St. Patrick’s Day dance with many
developmentally disabled children and adults attending.
Al Jana Caravan #159 - will hold their annual Canister Dinner on May
20th giving donations to various charitable organizations.

May 1 Executive Committee Meeting
Cleveland, Ohio

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Edward J. Smith
35024 Bunker Hill
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
esmith5@twmi.rr.com
Spring is ﬁnally here. The snowbirds are back from their winter getaways.
The golf clubs are out and into full swing and so is Region VI. We started
oﬀ this spring with the all of Michigan Caravan’s taking 900 of our special
kids to the Shrine Circus. This year’s circus was a little diﬀerent, for the ﬁrst
time in Michigan the circus was in a seven story big top tent which made
everything up close and personal. The look on the kid’s faces was priceless.
Sixty-seven (67) Sir Nobles from the six Caravans were present, helping
unloading and loading the buses, helping clients to their seats and serving
hot dogs and water. A Big AL SALAAM to P.S.C.B. Ken Kress, P.G.C. Bob
Karlek and the Circus Daddy’s for making this event a huge success.
These past couple of month’s have been every busy for the caravans. Manresa
Caravan had an Easter luncheon with their kids eating and dancing at St.
Mary church and a Talent Show in Birmingham. Denia Caravan had an
Easter party with over 150 kids dancing and playing games with the Easter
Bunny. Galicia Caravan’s feather bowl party and Children’s Spring Dance
at Assumption Cultural Center kept them real busy. And, Sancho Caravan’s
11th Annual Bowling Fund raiser in memory of PGC Mark Thomas with
over 500 bowlers was a great success
Region VI has formed an oversight committee to help with the operations
of St. Francis Camp. Their goal is to make this diamond in the rough a
polished jewel that all Alhambrans can be proud of and I’m proud of all
these talented Sir Nobles stepping in to help with their expertise.
And, the grand ﬁnale, The Ceremonial Run and Ball hosted by Galicia
Caravan honoring PGC Bill Marchiori as the class honoree. With the Drill
team and Moorish band on hand the Ceremonial team did an excellent job
initiating our new Sir Nobles into our humble order. The evening started
with Mass with Alhambra’s own Supreme Chaplain, Rev. Msgr. Ricardo
E. Bass, followed by Cocktails and Dinner. Master of Ceremonies SD Ron
Kaczorowski did a great job moving the evening along with gift and praises
for the class honoree. Tip of the Fez to Galicia’s GC Russ Kreinbring and
his team for a job well done.
Need a deﬁnition of a true Alhambran? Look in a mirror. Like what you
see?
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Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Henry G. Kenneson
4602 Lakeway Dr.
Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058
hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
Bejar # 56 (San Antonio, TX)
Bejar # 56 is ﬁnalizing plans for their Annual Zoo Trip on May 5th where over 700
of God’s Special Children will go to the Brackenridge Zoo and be hosted by them.
On May 7th they will hold their Annual Skeet Shoot, a Special Raﬄe will be held for
a shotgun. The shotgun was donated by Alhambran SN Texas Senator Eddie Lucio
to Alva # 91 (Brownsville, TX) for a raﬄe held during Charro Days. Members of
Bejar # 56 purchased individual tickets and several tickets were purchased with the
Bejar # 56 Caravan name. Bejar # 56 won the shotgun and will be re-raﬄing it!
(This is Texas recycling)

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Michael Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way
Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
mscaligiuri@cox.net
Recently, I have been asked by other Supreme Directors if the Caravans of Region
VIII provide ﬁnancial support for the Supreme Directors extraordinary personal
expenses, such as travel to Council of Viziers meetings. This is what Region VIII
does:
We have an annual “Opportunity Drawing.” We print and distribute to the caravans
a total of 200 tickets and ask for a $20 donation per ticket. If all tickets are sold,
income is $4,000. We draw a $100 and a $50 winner each month for 12 months,
which is $1,800 in expenses, leaving $2,200 available for the Supreme Director’s
travel expenses (less 10% of the net proceeds that is sent to Supreme).

On Saturday, July 24th, Bejar # 56 will host a Mass and Ceremonial Banquet at
St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church. Sir Nobles and Neophytes for the eight
Texas caravans will be in attendance and on Sunday morning, Bejar #56 will hold
its Biennial Ceremonial Run.

Region VIII has been doing this for 3 years. It works for us, members (and friends)
readily pay the $20 for 24 opportunities a year to win either $100 or $50 – and the
Supreme Director does not have to absorb the travel expenses.

Zahara # 64 (Laredo, TX)
Zahara # 64 is trying to regroup enroll new members.

On the subject of caravans sending 10% of net income from fund raisers, socials,
etc. to Supreme - this has been a long-standing published policy, but has not been
emphasized for quite some time.

Baza # 78 (Corpus Christi, TX)
Baza # 78 will be holding it monthly Mass and Brunch for God’s Special Children
on May 16th. They are making plans for an Informal Family Get Together for midJuly.
Alva # 91 (Brownsville, TX)
Alva is planning a May 23rd Corporate Communion Sunday for Sir Nobles and
Sultanas. The caravan is preparing for a June 5th Golf Tournament.
Alva # 91 is making plans for the three Rio Grande Valley Caravans (Alva # 91, El
Cid # 106, and Mosara #260) to hold a Summer Mass and Get Together. Plans are
being formulated to hold this at the San Juan Basicilica with Bishop Daniel Flores
(an Alhambran) oﬃciating.
El Cid # 106 (Rio Grande City, TX)
El Cid # 106 will be holding its monthly Divan Meetings and are making plans for
a Recognition of Texas Public School Special Education Teachers and Support Staﬀ
for Hidalgo and Starr County.
Dar Al Ruse # 209 (Dallas, TX)
The Sultanas of Dar Al Ruse # 209 are planning Tea Party for April 24th. The
Caravan is planning their May 8th Can-Drive. On May 15th they will assist the
Notre Dame Academy Catholic School with their Special Ed. Olympics providing
drinks and hamburger to nearly two dozen participants.
Guadalupe # 234 (El Paso, Texas)
Guadalupe # 234 is holding its regular monthly meetings.
Mosara # 260 (Hidalgo, TX)
Mosara # 260 is making plans for sending their ﬁve neophytes to the July Ceremonial
Run in San Antonio, TX.
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As Supreme Director, I remind the oﬃcers of the caravans of this obligation. If
every caravan (that has positive income) would adopt this policy, Supreme’s operating expenses would be met without any additional cutting of expenses or raising
per capita in the future.
Some activities around the Region:
On April 10th, Ronda Caravan #84 hosted a dance and pizza party at the Knights of
Columbus Hall in Van Nuys, California (LA area). This was the 6th annual event
sponsored by Ronda Caravan, assisted by members of Aben Zoar Caravan #133 and
K of C Van Nuys Council #3148.
This year, over 175 developmentally challenged adults and youth from A.R.C. and
other group homes in the San Fernando Valley area attended the event. Also this
year, the popular musical group, “Hi Hopes”, a group of developmentally challenged musicians and singers, played and sang while the dance ﬂoor was full with
“God’s Special People” having fun. (See photos in Caravans In Action.)
Ben Ziri Caravan #218 is busy as always. On March 21st they held a Memorial
Mass/Founder’s Day at the Mission San Luis Rey Parish, with brunch followed at
El Camino Country Club. The dedication was for the Sir Nobles and Sultanas who
passed away over the last 34 years Ben Ziri Caravan has been in the Order.
On March 14th at a St. Patrick’s Day social, the caravan presented 6-$500 scholarships to students from San Diego State University pursuing graduate degrees in
Special Education. These awards were made in honor of Sir Nobles Ric Castro,
Chris Hernandez, Ed Goedart and Sultana’s Irene Caligiuri, Opel Maletta and Dorothy Vandermate of Ben Ziri Caravan who passed away in 2009.
On May 16th Ben Ziri will have an Armed Forces Day social at the home of David
D’Andrea as a salute to our men and women in the military.

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Claude Pichette
11,945 Rue Filion
Montreal, QC H4J 1T6 Canada
(H) 514-344-4657
claude.pichette051@sympatico.ca
Récemment je me suis rendu à la Maison Alhambra du Québec pour évaluer ce
projet innovateur après un peu plus d’un an en opération. Nous avons reçu un
accueil très chaleureux tant de la part des résidents que des parents eux-mêmes.
Nous y étions allés lors de l’ouverture oﬃcielle, mais depuis ce temps, plusieurs
améliorations extérieures ont été réalisées, gracieusetés, entre autre de Home
Dépôt et de Canadian Tire. Nous avons été en mesure de constater une toute autre
dimension à la cours arrière. Mme Lise Bergeron, présidente de la coopérative,
nous disait qu’elle est dans l’attente d’une réponse d’une société d’horticulture
pour y venir aménager l’ensemble du terrain. Plusieurs autres changements ont
été eﬀectués à l’intérieur tel la transformation du garage en chambre permettant
d’accueillir un septième résident. Vous n’êtes pas sans savoir que 90% de
l’ensemble des travaux eﬀectués à l’intérieur de la maison ont été réalisés par les
parents, les amis et bénévoles. Bravo !
Dans un premier temps six personnes vivaient dans la maison. Leur contribution
personnelle provenant de leur aide sociale respective jumelé au per diem provenant
du Centre permettent d’opérer ﬁnancièrement la coopérative. On a vite constaté
un manque à gagner d’environ 12,000$ par année avec seulement six résidents. La
venue d’une septième personne provenant du Canton de Fribourg et entièrement
ﬁnancé par le gouvernement Suisse permet maintenant d’opérer sans déﬁcit. On
m’a conﬁrmé que la réalisation du projet aurait été très diﬃcile, dans ce court
laps de temps, sans le prêt de 50,000$ de l’Ordre International de l’Alhambra et
du don de 10,000$ provenant des caravanes du Québec pour l’achat des appareils
électroménagers.
Lorsque les parents conﬁent leurs enfants à cette ressource extérieure du milieu
familial ils conﬁent ce qu’ils ont de plus précieux dans la vie. Le personnel œuvrant
dans ce milieu doit donc être à la hauteur des besoins requis par cette clientèle. La
présence d’un responsable est essentielle 24 heures par jour et 7 jours semaine. Il
est bien entendu que d’autres ressources sont présentes lors des périodes dites de
pointes pour réaliser l’ensemble des tâches requises lors du souper, des bains et du
coucher. Les résidents participent également à la vie quotidienne telle le ménage de
leur chambre, leur lavage et d’autres tâches qui sont en mesure d’eﬀectuer.
Aﬁn de compléter mon article, j’ai procédé à un petit sondage auprès des occupants
de la maison. Je peux vous assurer que tous semblent apprécier leur nouvel
environnement et ce, hors de tout doute. Voici certains de leurs commentaires;
Dominique :
J’accepterais de retourner dans sa famille à la seule condition que
les amis (es) y viennent eux aussi.

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Kenneth Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023 (F) 519-948-0399
kblain2@cogeco.ca
GUZERA # 72
As you well remember, mother nature’s snow dumper did not pass us by.
Due to being tired of snow and cold weather and lack of golf, Sultana Rose
and I will be heading South for a couple weeks of warmth and sunshine.
The month of March brings us into the Lenten Season…Make your
resolutions, pray for one another and it might be a good idea to also pray
for no more white stuﬀ from above. Now with Spring ahead of us, we must
concentrate on the plans for our annual summer events.
Please make an eﬀort to attend the Garcia #230 Corporate Mass at St.
Joseph Church, River Canard on Sunday April 18th at 10:30 am. You will
receive a reminder from you caller.
Our next Caravan Dinner meeting will be held at Cardinal Stepinac Council,
Thursday April 22nd with cocktails at 6:00 p.m. and Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Come and enjoy a good dinner, short but interesting meeting and spend a
little time socializing with your friends.
PLEASE NOTE ……NO DINNER MEETING IN THE MONTH OF
MARCH.
A tip of the fez goes out to long time active and faithful member of Guzera
#72 Caravan, SN PETER BLAK & HIS SULTANA ELSIE celebrated
their 61st Wedding Anniversary. ... CONGRATULATIONS!!!!
Sultana Rose and I wish each of you and your family a Happy and Peaceful
Easter season.
GARCIA # 230
No matter how bad things seem to be there are god people who come to the
plate. It never fails to amaze me the amount of great community support
that can come out in a time that people feel so down and out.

Vivianne :
Lorsque ses parents viennent la chercher, la première condition
qu’elle pose est son désir de revenir au plus tôt. Selon sa mère elle semble
désemparée à la maison familiale car ses compagnons lui manquent beaucoup.

During 2009 all the activities our Caravan planned were well attended
and a huge success. Our golf outing, the biggest fund raiser we have, was
successful not only because of all the help from our Caravan but because
of community involvement.

(Continued on Page 19)

(Continued on Page 21)
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Caravans in

Fatima Caravan #265 with Cardinal Maida at
the Memorial Mass for Pope John Paul II

PGC Larry Lawrence, PGC Ted Napolitano,
SD Mike Caligiuri, and SS Vince Braun at the
San Juan Capistrano Parade.

Members of Alva Caravan at Charro Days

Ronda Caravan #84 “Hi Hopes Dance and
Pizza Party”

Sir Nobles of Bejar Caravan with Bejar’s ﬂoat
along with Sir Nobles from Alva Caravan at
Charro Days

Supreme Scribe Vince Braun serving punch
at Ronda’s Hi Hopes Dance

Bejar Caravan Founder’s Day and Day of
Recollection held at Assumption Seminary

Supreme Director Mike Caligiuri holding tray
of pizza. Also shown are grandchildren of
PGC Ted Napolitano and, left to right:
SS Vince Braun, PGC Larry Lawrence, PGC
Carl Fischer, PGC Ted Napolitano and PSC
Bob Santos

Members of Alcazaba Caravan celebrate
Founder’s Day with Mass at St. Anne’s
Church

Region VI at the Shrine Circus performance
for the developmentally disabled
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Action

50th A.C.I.T. Basketball Tournament
Sponsored by Wamba Caravan

Tournament Director SN Joe Carter

Joint Garcia/Barcelona
Special Needs Bowling Awards

Alhamar Caravan #4 Presentation
Sitting Msgr. Francis Beeda, Chaplain
Emeritus; Francis Kennedy, GC, Patrick
Umbra SE, PRD; Paul Reich GS; Joseph
Pikaitis CB

Tip Oﬀ Dinner discussion

Sitting Msgr. Francis Beeda, Chaplain
Emeritus; Francis Kennedy, GC, Cathy
Kennedy SGC; Paul Reich GS; Joseph
Pikaitis CB

Presentation of Alhambra Trophy

Residents of the Quebec Alhambra House
“The Cooperative de Solidarite Entre-Nous”
Presentation of Tournament Trophy
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Region II (Continued from Page 9)
The May Memorial for our deceased Sir Nobles and Sultanas is scheduled for
Tuesday evening May 16th at St. Francis of Assisi Chapel. Celebrant will be Fr.
Michael Uebler. There will be a social gathering and repast following the Mass at
Twin City KofC Council.
Cantalician Picnic is June 9th for Cordova’s 41 annual picnic for the developmentally
disabled. All are invite to help on this project at the center on Eggert Rd. Put your
expertise to work, maybe you have a novel innovation that we can incorporate into
the year’s picnic. If you can help obtain a donation (monetary, food or drink) please
call VGC B. Robinson. Thank you.
Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe drawing will be July 9th.
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH: “If you want to go places, you must either
get behind and push or go in front and pull. If you stand to the side, you won’t go
anywhere”.
Man of the year 2009: Have you a nominee for this honor? Who do you think has
done their best in promoting the image of Cordova? Think about it and let the GC
know of your choice.
Sultana Social Club News: we will join the Alhambra at an Irish Corn Beef and
Cabbage dinner at Their March 16th Caravan Social meeting.
Happy St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s day. Best wishes to our Sultana Doris Mathias
who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on St. Patrick’s Day. Congratulations!
VIGO CARAVAN #151
Meeting notice: Wednesday, March 17, 2010 at the Knights of Columbus Home. 7
PM. Please bring your Fez.
Founders’ Day: Vigo Caravan will hold our Founders’ Day Mass on Saturday, March
6, 2010, at 5:30 PM Mass at ST. Mary’s Church in Nanty Glo. All Sir Nobles and
Sultanas are to gather at 5 PM at St. Mary’s Church and then we will proceed in with
our Chaplain Fr. Martin Cingle. After Mass, we will all go to the Niner Diner for a
Dutch Treat Dinner. We are urging all members to attend and join us for fellowship
and camaraderie. Please try to attend and bring your Fez.
Membership: We must constantly seek out and invite people to join our ranks. As
spring approaches and everything starts to grow, so does our order have to grow in
order to survive. We have to continue to acquire members. Please ask someone to
join our ranks, a friend, relative or acquaintance. Inform them about our order and
the good work we do.
Raﬄe Tickets: 2010 Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe tickets have arrived. Our
Executive Committee has asked that the Secretariat send one 2010 General Fund
Raﬄe Ticket to each member of the order. Accordingly they have sent each Grand
Commander one raﬄe ticket for each member of our Caravan... Early Bird drawing
will be held on May 26th. You will receive one raﬄe ticket with this mailing, if you
would like another ticket please call the GC.
A tip of the fez to the Radiation Oncology Department of the John P. Murtha
Regional Cancer Center for providing the cookies at our annual Christmas Party.
The following folks baked cookies: Susan Penatzer, Susan Vella., Pamela KLeklak,
Karen Ryan, Jane Williams, Dianne Hargnett, and Rilla Wright. Also there was
a donation of money given by Don Stanton. We are truly appreciative of these
individuals’ eﬀorts, also thanks to Mel Benamati who prepared our delicious turkey
dinner and had a hand in the visit from Santa Claus. Thanks to everyone that
attended or helped. A great time was had by all.
Our nest meeting will be Thursday, April 22, 2010 at the Knights of Columbus
Home at 7:00 PM
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Our Supreme Advocate
Advises

By SA Donald Sauviac
Don can be reached by e-mail
noladonny@aol.com

The Executive Meeting held in Cleveland on May 1 was quite eﬃcient
and successful. Thanks go out to Carl Majewski, Father McNaulty and
the ﬁne members and sultanas of the region. While we were not able
to attend the games, we were able to be in town when both the Indians
and Cavs won on the same night. I was also able to leave word that
there was great hope for the Browns with the signing of defensive back
Scott Fugita acquired from the New Orleans Saints. Again thanks for the
hospitality and I look forward to returning soon.
As far as the business of the Order a major matter was taken up,
addressed and solved in the Executive session. As many know the Order
has long allowed the corporate formation of collateral entities within the
Order i.e. sultana groups, building (alcazar) holding corporations and
Foundations for fundraising and support. However, there has never been
an organized eﬀort to establish enabling provisions or guidelines for
these separate entities. This has in large part probably led to the multiple
eﬀorts at multiple conventions to change the membership requirements of
the Order. AT THIS POINT THE ORDER IS POISED TO CONTINUE
TO BE AN ALL MALE ALL CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR
MEMBERSHIP AND CARAVANS. Within that dictate one caravan has
submitted articles for their Charities organization (Foundation) which
has been approved. This Charities group will mandate that all members
of that caravan be members of the charities group – without additional
dues or per capita. It will allow for supporters or benefactors who are
not eligible and will never be construed as a member of the Order of
Alhambra or a Caravan to be members of that separate Charities group
(Foundation). A similar arrangement has existed in our Canadian
contingency for 26 years and has been quite successful. It is envisioned
that this arrangement will put to bed once and for all the issues of
changing Al Sunna to allow membership into the order of non-Catholics
and women which has consumed conventions and led to divisiveness
within the order for nearly a decade. What is left to be accomplished
is to establish some simplistic guidelines and enabling provisions at the
Council of Viziers meeting in July.
I mention as a reminder that the formation of any corporation by a
caravan requires the advance submission and approval of that entities
articles and by laws.
We have a ﬁne Order and now need to move on to the bigger objectives
such as greater success in recruiting of eligible members, positive
attention to our Order and conducting of successful programs that assist
God’s special people!

CAPE MAY WEEKEND EVENT
Al Fath Caravan 126 will be sponsoring their annual Cape May NJ weekend, November
26, 27, and 28, 2010. This weekend will be held to support our “Gods’ Special People”
Christmas party.
We are encouraging and inviting other Caravans to join us in this FUN raising event. The
weekend includes your room with food and beverages for the one price. If you or any
members of your Caravan would like to join us, please contact either of the following
gentlemen for further information:
Larry Brinkman at 215-675-5260 or e-mail him at tupperﬁreball@msn.com.
You can contact by e-mail the Grand Commander Barney Brennan at BJBrennan@verizon.
net.
Hope to hear from you.
2010 Past Grand Commander’s Ball
Diego Caravan #255

Garcia Caravan
Operation Cover up
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UNSUNG HEROES OF THE ALHAMBRA
Roger Reid, PSC
Executive Director
A Lifelong Dedication
Roger Reid was born in the Greenpoint section of Brooklyn, New York and attended High School at Cardinal Farley Military
Academy, Rhinebeck on-the Hudson, New York. After high school, he entered the United States Air Force in 1956. His
military career saw him as a Crew Chief on the second B-52 eight-engine bomber produced by the Boeing Aircraft Company.
In 1958, Reid cross-trained on KC-135 Mid-Air refueling aircraft, while stationed in Minot, North Dakota. The thrill of ﬂying
and being a mid-air refueler was (as he says) a gift from God. He really loved his work. After leaving the Air Force Reid
obtained a degree in Business Administration from the State University of New York. Roger has four children. In 1961, he
began his work career with Pan American World Airways, at JFK International Airport in New York and was privileged to
reach the position of Director, Technical Distribution. He is world travelled and attended Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland,
while working for the airline.
In 1985, Roger added a little excitement into his life by winning the New York State Lottery. This wind-fall, stroke of amazing
luck permitted his children to attend college, graduate and begin their professional careers, and was the beginning of his
planned retirement to Florida.
He became a member of the Order of Alhambra, at the request of then Supreme Vizier, Anthony Comorat, who served as Supreme Commander, 1973-1977. He met
Anthony Comorat at a Toastmasters Club meeting held at JFK International Airport, New York. Tony Comorat was a ﬁnalist judge, while Roger was a contest participant
and speaker in a debate competition. He was initiated into the Order of Alhambra one-week after the convention was held in Toronto, August 1971; into El Saracen
Caravan #201, Suﬀolk County, New York and served as its ﬁrst Grand Scribe. He became Vice Grand Commander in 1972 and Grand Commander in 1973. He attended
the Chicago Convention in 1973 as a Grand Commander and convention delegate. He was appointed Deputy Regional Director for Eastern New York in 1977 and
Regional Director in 1980. At that time, Eastern Region –NY had 1,065 members and nineteen Caravans.
His life became a quick lesson in a progression of steps that eventually led to his election as Supreme Commander in 1991, in Reno, Nevada. Attending Supreme Divan
meetings was exciting as he was fortunate enough to be appointed to many International Committees such as: Administration Committee, International Scholarship
Committee, Living Pledge Committee, 365 Club Chairman, Al Sunna Revision Committee, and International Convention Chairman, 1971, 1973, 1975, 1997, 1999 and
2000. Reid has attended eighteen Supreme Divan meetings and was a delegate to each of them. He was the ﬁrst Alhambra House Chairman and responsible for the
funding of our ﬁrst Alhambra House located in Reston, Virginia.
He took over being Editor of The Alhambran, after the untimely death of DRD Carmen Cammarata. At that time the publication of The Alhambran moved from Ebensburg,
Pennsylvania to Peabody Press in Baltimore County, Maryland. The highlight of his career as editor came with the sudden and tragic death of our Supreme Chaplain,
Bishop Kevin Britt. He created a special edition of The Alhambran, commemorating the Alhambra life of Bishop Britt with quotes from active/past oﬃcers and members
of the Order. In a letter, Cardinal Adam Maida, our Ecclesiastical Protector, praised the magazine article. Roger, along with several other Supreme Oﬃcers attended the
wake and funeral of Bishop Britt in Grand Rapids, Michigan. It was a sad day for us and the Order of Alhambra.
In 1986, Roger received the Papal Honors and was invested into the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, by Bishop Stanley Ott in Naples, Florida. Two
years later, Reid received his Scallop Shell from the Latin Patriarchate, in Jerusalem. In the summer of 1989 Roger toured Israel for one-month with Jerusalem based,
Franciscan Priest, Reverend, Peter Vasko and Bishop John Nevins, of the Diocese of Venice (Florida). Presently, Roger is enrolled in a 24 month study program which
will hopefully culminate with his being invested in 2011, into the Secular Franciscan Order, (formally, Third Order Franciscan) Father Solanus Casey Fraternity, in Venice
Florida. Reid often thought of himself as a staﬀ person that was anxious to help support new ideas and provide solutions to fraternal problems. Over the years, he built a
lasting friendship with our Supreme Oﬃcers, both past and present as he rose to many Supreme Oﬃcer positions as a member of the Council of Viziers.
Supreme Oﬃcer Positions Held:
Supreme Captain of the Bodyguard, 1981-1983
Supreme Scribe, 1983-1985
Supreme Chamberlain, 1985-1987
Vice Supreme Commander, 1987-1989 (1st term)
Vice Supreme Commander, 1989-1991 (2nd term)
Supreme Commander 1991-1993
In July of 2000, Supreme Commander, Stanley Tytko asked Roger to come to Baltimore and take over as Executive Secretary of the Order. The Council of Viziers
conﬁrmed his appointment in August 2000. Roger holds that appointed position today as Executive Director.
Other Membership Organizations:
Honorary life Member, Knights of Columbus, Third and Fourth Degree
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of America
Roger is proud to have met many wonderful people in his lifetime. He is particularly pleased to have met and made friendships with Supreme Oﬃcers, both past and
present, along with Clergy members and Sultanas throughout the Order. He is always pleased to give praise to his oﬃce staﬀ, Denise and Theresa.
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Region IX (Continued from Page 13)

Region IX (Continued)

Yves : A déjà demeuré ailleurs et préfère demeurer ici. « J’aime les compagnons,
je mange bien, et regarde la télé avec Dominique ».

The residents themselves take part in daily routines such as cleaning their rooms,
washing and other tasks they may be able to accomplish.

Denise :
Va à l’école Le Tremplin et fait partie de la chorale. Elle a toujours
hâte de voir son père, mais accepte de revenir vivre avec les amis (es).

To complete my article on this visit, I decided to make a small survey within the
present occupants of this home. I can assure you that all seemed quite happy and
appreciative of their new environment. Here are some remarks;

Jérémie :
Lors de notre rencontre Jérémie n’était pas tellement bavard Il
semble apprécier les services qu’ils lui sont oﬀerts.
Annand :
Il aime cette formule de maison d’accueil car, en Suisse, il n’y
a que des institutions pour recevoir les gens vivants avec une déﬁcience, Il aime
Montréal car, dit-il, il peut pratiquer plusieurs sports, et reconnait qu’il est très bien
accueilli à la maison.
Luc :
Cette année il a reçu de l’ALDI (Association Laval pour la déﬁcience
intellectuelle) le prix « Coup de Chapeau » pour son autonomie. Au moment d’écrire
ces lignes, il était à l’Hôtel de Ville de Laval, en présence du Maire, pour signer le
livre d’or.
En conclusion, nous sommes ﬁers d’avoir participé à la mise en place de cette
première Maison Alhambra au Québec. Nous sommes tellement heureux du franc
succès de ce projet que nous travaillons dans le but d’en répéter l’expérience.
ENGLISH VERSION

Dominique: I would accept returning in my own family but on the condition that
my friends could come also.
Vivianne: When Vivianne’s parents come to pick her up the ﬁrst condition she
poses is that she will be coming back here soon. According to her mom, she
seems lonely at home and she misses her companions.
Yves: Lived elsewhere prior to living in Alhambra home but prefers being
here. I like my companions, I eat well and have the chance to watch TV with
Dominique.
Denise: Goes to “Le Tremplin School” where she is a member of the choir. She
is always anxious to get back to see her father, but expects to come back and live
with her friends.

Recently I had the chance to visit the Quebec Alhambra house (Maison Alhambra) to
evaluate this innovative project after a little over one year in operation. We received
a warm welcome from not only the residents, but also from their parents.

Jérémie: During our visit Jérémie was not too talkative but he seemed to appreciate
the services oﬀered to him.

We had been at the opening of the home, but since then the project experienced
several exterior improvements that were done thanks to the generosity of Home
Depot and Canadian Tire and others. We noticed a whole new look in the backyard
area. Mrs. Lise Bergeron the co-op’s president told us she is awaiting an answer
from a horticultural company with regards to completing the landscaping on the
home’s surrounding grounds.

Anand: Likes this formula of family living since in Switzerland the only available
living for mentally handicapped is in large institutions. He loves Montreal since
he can practice his sports and he notes he was well accepted in his new home.

Several other interior changes have been made such as the transformation of the
garage area into a room which now permits the home to welcome a seventh resident.
It’s interesting to note that 90% of the renovation work done on the interior of the
house was done by parents, family and other benevolent friends.
At the opening of the project, six people lived in this home. Their personal
contribution was made up of their social security cheque plus a per-day allowance
from the Centre which allowed for the co-op’s ﬁnancial operation. With this formula
however, it was quickly noticed that the operation would run at a deﬁcit of $12
000 annually with only six residents. The arrival of a seventh person from Fribourg
County in Switzerland who is completely ﬁnanced by the Swiss government allows
the home to now operate without a deﬁcit.

Luc: This year Luc was the recipient of the prize called Coup de Chapeau (Tip
of the Hat) from the Laval Association for mentally handicapped. The prize is
awarded for improved self autonomy. During our visit Luc was not available since
he was at the Laval City Hall meeting with the mayor and signing the golden
book.
In closing, we wish to say that we are proud to have participated in the opening of
this ﬁrst Alhambra House in Quebec. We are so pleased with the success of this
project that we are working in trying to work towards repeating this experience.

It has been noted however, that without the loan of $50,000 from the Alhambra
International during construction and another $10,000 from the Alhambra Quebec
caravans for the purchase of electrical appliances, this would have been a very
diﬃcult project to realize in such a short period of time..
When parents turn their children over to this resource away from the family
environment they are turning over what is their most precious possession. The
personnel working in this environment must be knowledgeable and well aware of the
special needs of this type of clientele. A responsible and knowledgeable supervisor
must be on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
(Continued)
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From the Supreme Scribe Vince Braun
Vince can be reached by email
vbraun_vb@yahoo.com

MINUTES
Executive Committee Meeting
Held on February 27, 2010
Detroit, MI
Opening:
The Executive Committee meeting was opened with a prayer by Supreme Chaplain
Msgr Bass.
Roll Call of Committee Members:

New Business:
There was discussion on a proposed Al Sunna change submitted by region VIII.
This was presented as an advisory to the Executive Committee since changes to Al
Sunna must be presented to the Council of Viziers between sessions of the Supreme
Divan. A motion to recommend that the Council of Viziers consider this change for
their actions and recommendations passed.
Roger discussed the upcoming Council of Viziers meeting in July. He suggested that
the Supreme Commander draft a letter asking the region to supply transportation to
and from the airport for council members.

The following members were present:
Supreme Chaplain Msgr. Ricardo Bass
Supreme Commander Frank Fodale
Vice Supreme Commander Andre Beauchamp
Supreme Chamberlain Gerry Roux
Supreme Scribe Vince Braun
Supreme Advocate Don Sauviac
Executive Director Roger Reid

Andre discussed the planning for the 2011 convention. It was reported that the
contracted Hotel was being sold. Andre will keep us informed as information is
available.

Reports:

Roger discussed that the form 1 requirement of State of Maryland concerning the
incorporation of the regions was complete and copies will be sent out.

E.D. Roger Reid reported that the per capita discount program has worked very well
and suggested that this program be continued.
V.S.C. Andre Beauchamp reported a drop in membership of 8.5% since the
convention. This includes the loss of four Caravans. Andre presented the application
form to be used by the Caravans for the charity grant reward program, based on
new membership. There was discussion about the ordering of a fez with a new
membership application. S.Cham Jerry Roux oﬀered to write a policy on the
requirements of the order of a fez as it pertains to new membership.
S.S. Vince Braun discussed the Matching Funds Program. These funds must be
paid to a nonproﬁt organization. The application for these funds has been updated
to include asking of the E.I.N. number of the organization that will receive the
funds. There was discussion about donations made with this program qualifying for
C.F.C. consideration. Any funds granted directly to the Caravans will not qualify
for C.F.C. A motion to accept the revised program policy and application was made
and passed.

Supreme Commander Frank proposed inviting a motivational speaker to speak at
the Convention. He presented information on one possible speaker. Frank asked
that the speaker be scheduled to speak to all Sir Nobles and Sultanas in attendance
at the convention.

There was discussion about the need to replace two old computers at the Secretariat.
A motion to authorize spending the funds to replace computers and network server
passed.
Frank called on the editor of the “Alhambran” Mike Carpenter to speak on any
concerns he has. Mike needs to upgrade the software that he uses and will need to
spend about $200.00 from his budget to do this.
Roger asked that Frank remind the Supreme Directors to have their reports in 30
days prior to the July meeting. Msgr. Bass will help make the arrangements for
mass on Sunday.
Roger discussed revising the scholarship application. Information needs to be
collected to revise the policy and application. Frank will contact the scholarship
committee to work on these revisions.

S.Cham Jerry Roux distributed a ﬁnancial report for the last six months for the
general and charity funds. He also reported on the charity fund pass thru program.

There was discussion presented by the scholarship committee to raise the scholarship
amount from $500.00 to $1,000.00. A motion to increase the scholarship amount
was tabled to be considered in the Charity Committee meeting.

E.D. Roger Reid reported on outstanding per capita. Four Caravans still have
balances due. All outstanding per capita will be re-invoiced on March 1, 2010.

An announcement was presented for the Ocean City “Get-Together” on Oct 14-17,
2010. Information will be published in next issue of the “Alhambran”.

S.Cham Jerry Roux discussed a new Grand Commanders questionnaire. He will
have this sent to all Grand Commanders and Supreme Directors. Jerry will write a
policy for the use of this form.

A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting and four teleconference
meetings was approved. The date for the next Executive Committee was set for
April 30 thru May 2, 2010. The meeting will be held in Cleveland.

E.D. Roger Reid commented on the policy regarding requesting a form 990 from
organizations requesting funds. Although we should request the 990 we can accept
their E.I.N. number instead. A motion was made and passed that we change our
policy from requiring the 990 to requesting it.

Jerry discussed renewing the Go-To-Meet subscription. It was agreed to renew for
12 months.
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Region III (Continued from Page 10)

Region X (Continued from Page 13)

An excellent Powerpoint presentation depicting the history of the A.C.I.T.
was produced and shown by PGC Frank Billard. A plaque commemorating
the 50th Anniversary were presented to PGC and Tournament Chairman Joe
Carter and Supreme Commander Frank Fodale on behalf of the members of
Wamba Caravan #89. On Friday evening the second round of the tournament
was played.

We teamed with Barcelona Caravan and bought bowling shirts for a league
of mentally challenged adult bowlers.

On Saturday morning the Coaches Brunch was held with the participating
head coaches speaking followed by the 50th Anniversary Mass held at St.
Peter and Paul’s Church. During the evening Gonzaga of Washington, DC
and DeMatha of Hyattsville, MD played a spectacular championship game;
with Gonzaga beating DeMatha in the last half second of the game. This
provided for a perfect ending to the 50th Anniversary Tournament! Trophy
presentations were held following the championship game and the evening
ended with a post-tournament reception at the Cumberland Holiday Inn.
The members of Wamba #89 would like to thank the Supreme Oﬃcers of
the Alhambra who attended and helped us celebrate our 50th Anniversary:
Supreme Commander Frank Fodale and Sultana Theresa, Vice Supreme
Commander Andre Beauchamp and Sultana Danielle, Supreme Advocate
Donnie Sauviac, Supreme Director Mike Stakem and Sultana Diane and
PSC & Executive Director Roger Reid.

We helped with the McGregor Community Turkey Dinner that served over
550 dinners.
This coming year we will be hosting a picnic in June, a boat ride in July, and
a Christmas party in December. Our Caravan will participate in the Harrow
parade in September and a Caravan picnic.
We are a small Caravan but we are MIGHTY!
We extend our sincere sympathy to PGC Henry Chouinard on the death of
his wife, Betty, to PGC Gil Parent on the death of his wife Sharon, to Sultana
Florence on the death of her husband SN Paul Senay, and to Mary Lappan
on the death of her husband SN Clarence “Car”. May they rest in peace.
ALCAZABA # 162
On November 19, 2009 at St. Cyril and Methodius Hall in Hamilton, Ontario
conducted installation of the oﬃcers with a social night, plus accepting a
new candidate, Mr. Bozidar Zefkic.
God’s blessings!
SENECA # 109

ALHAMBRA

A PROUD
CATHOLIC
FRATERNITY
DEDICATED TO

Seneca 109 at present just doing our Bingos every other Monday evening.
The annual pilgrimage to the Martyrs Shrine is on Sept, 10,11 and 12, hope
for a good turnout.
Planning for our annual Christmas Party in Dec, for the Mentally and
Physically Challenged.
We are limited in what we can do with cash ﬂow as the per capita tax takes
up most of our money and the money we have left has to go to charity.

Alcazaba Founder’s Day Mass
God’s Special Person participating

*SOCIABILITY
*HISTORY
*SERVICE
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OPERATION COVER-UP

Greetings and Al Salaam,
We are SN Bill Nicholls and Sultana Betty from Galicia Caravan, the new Operation Cover-Up Chairpersons. After establishing Operation Cover-Up and
many years of service, PSC Leo Serowik and Sultana Rita have decided to step aside; we have large shoes to ﬁll. My Sultana Betty has been crocheting
Afghans for Operation Cover-Up since its inception and still gets huge rewards from this program. We are looking forward to working with all the Sultanas
and Caravans that have helped this program become a success.
If you are not familiar with Operation Cover-Up it is designed to provide God’s Special People with Afghans crocheted by a Sultana or a friend of Alhambra.
The pattern for this Afghans is the same and a kit containing the yarn and instruction will be sent to anyone requesting a kit.
Request for Kits and Caravans making donations can contact Betty, myself or SD Ken at the addresses shown below:
USA:

SN Bill Nicholls / Sultana Betty
727 E. Bernhard St.
Hazel Park, MI 48030
(248)545-5086

Canada:

SD Ken Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ONT N8Y 3A1
(519)948-4023

St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Dick Sosin
This article is going to be a ﬁrst hand interview of one of the parents of our campers,
Sam Jann. The interviewee is Dennis Jann, his father.
Q: “How did you learn about St. Francis Camp on the Lake”
A: “A friend of mine found it through the internet while searching for camps for
Special Needs Children.”
Q: “How long has your son been attending camp”
A: “Sam has been going for two years so far.”
Q: “When you ﬁrst visited St. Francis Camp what was your feeling about being a
place for your son to attend”
A: “I was apprehensive at ﬁrst. Once I was able to meet with the staﬀ, who sat down
with me and explained the care that is given to all campers without making me feel
that they were selling the camp to me, my apprehension lessened. Once I saw ﬁrst
hand how they were interacting with Sam and my other children I could deﬁnitely
see the love and care that is given.”
Q: “Now that your son has attended St. Francis Camp how has he reacted about the
environment”
A: “Sam is excited and looks forward to going back. He gets excited as the days
approach to when he will be going.”
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Q: “Do you feel better or worse about St. Francis Camp today versus your initial
visit”
A: “I feel much better especially due to Sam’s enjoyment and desire to return.”
Q: “Would you recommend that other parents/caregivers of Autistic Children or
Adults send them to St. Francis Camp”
A: “I feel that other parents/caregivers are letting their children down if they don’t
require they attend St. Francis Camp. The love and care that is shown by all staﬀ is
the best thing for their well-being.”
Q: “Are there any other comments or views that you would like to oﬀer”
A: “I would like to see St. Francis Camp made available to every Special Need
Child or Adult throughout the world. It needs to be marketed more so that others
would learn about the services and care oﬀered. The staﬀ is well trained and is
better than I would have ever expected them to be.”
As you can see St. Francis Camp is truly a gem. It requires all the help that can be
provided to be sure that it remains a viable place for the Special Needs Population
now and forever. If you can help in any way, such as making a donation or sponsoring
a camper, please feel free to contact the camp either by mail or e-mail. Visit our
website – www.saintfranciscamp.org for the addresses and other information about
St. Francis Camp on the Lake.

MATCHING FUNDS DONATION GRANT PROGRAM
PROCEDURE
Purpose:
The purpose of this procedure is to establish the qualiﬁcations and process of obtaining matching funds for charitable donations from
the International Order to the Caravans.
Qualiﬁcations:
Any Caravan donation to an established charitable organization or a speciﬁc charitable event to be held by the Caravan that is
intended to further the purposes of the Order may qualify for the following matching funds.
Limits:
Matching funds of up to $500.00 per year per Caravan at the rate of .50 per dollar of the Caravan’s contribution.
Resources:
The moneys for these matching funds will be issued from the earned income of the Charity Fund.
Process:
When requesting matching funds, The Caravan should ﬁrst contact the Secretariat to verify account status. The Caravan will issue a
check payable to the Order in the amount they wish to donate. The Caravan check along with the completed application is to be sent
to the Secretariat.
The Secretariat will verify the completeness of the application, receipt of the Caravan’s funds and the amount of matching funds
available to the Caravan applying for the funds.
The Caravan’s fund will be deposited and must clear payment before the matching funds are issued.
Upon bank acceptance of the Caravans funds the Secretariat will then issue a check payable to the recipient of the Caravans choice
equal the Caravans funds plus the qualifying matching funds.
All requests for funds must be combined in one application listing all the proposed recipients and the amount intend for each.
The recipient must be a not for proﬁt organization and must have an EIN number. All information regarding the recipient must be
complete on the application for these funds.
General Information:
A Caravan may submit any funds it wishes to donate to any organization. The matching funds will be applied to the limits available.
Caravan funds beyond the limits will be returned to the Caravan in the form of a donation issued from the charity fund earned income
account.
Each Caravan will be eligible to receive these matching funds each year to coincide with the ﬁscal year of the Order (July 1st thru
June 30th ).
Additional Qualiﬁcations:
The Caravan must submit an activity report for any contribution that is made to its own events. Failure to do so could prevent future
matching fund donations.
All election and other required reports must be current and on ﬁle with the Secretariat.
All invoice and per-capita must be current.
Any matching fund intended to support a Caravan event must be issued to the Caravan. These funds can not be issued directly to a
third party (i.e. an individual or business). The Caravan can then issue the funds received as they see ﬁt.
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Caravan 0
Ms. Betty Januszka
D.T. Dismuke
Mrs. Joyce Walsh
Ms. Rita O’Day
Ms. Lynn Seymour
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Ms. Emilia Schwartz
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
M/M John Rohde
M/M Bernard Sovitsky
Ms. Joanne Monroe
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
M/M William Nally

Unaﬃliated
Bernadette Strzeluk (L)
Irene Caligiuri
Homer J. Roach
Joseph Amento (L)
Mike Rudovsky
Roseann Pappas (L)
Dolores Hoch
Gerald Sczceh (L)
Raymond Macness (L)
SR. M. Deborah (L)
Alice Battaglia
Betty Franz
Betty Jane Franz
Elifrasia M. Page
Sr. Maureen Helak (L)
Virginia Yakkel

Caravan 1
M/M William A. Stewart
Ms. Kathy Assante
M/M Ronald Fisher

Abd Er Rahman
Thomas Doyle
William Johson, Sr.
Marie Rutter-Pantaleo

Caravan 4
VGC Raymond A. Metzo, Jr.
GC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr
VGC Raymond A. Metzo, Jr.
VGC Raymond A. Metzo, Jr.
M Patricia Dougherty

Alhamar
Anna Gorgol
Barbara Ann Martin
Kathleen A. Stone
Gloria Ralston (L)
James Yasenchok

Caravan 16
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr.
M/M Elmer J. McFadden
M/M Edward Maas, Jr.
VGC William T. Kress
Alcala Caravan #16
M/M Elmer J. McFadden
VGC William T. Kress

Alcala
James Everett
James W. Everett
PGC James Everett
Barbara Ponton
Betty Francz
Betty Jane Franz
Charles Novak, Jr. (L)

Caravan 26
Ms. Lorettaa Stoczynski
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
Ms. Loretta Stoczynski
Cordova Caravan #26
SN Crociano J. Monteleone
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Robert C. Robinson
M/M Victor F. Turchiarell
M/M Jerome J. Deinzer
M/M Robert C. Robinson
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
SN Christopher Hull
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
SN Christopher Hull
SN Christoher Hull

Cordova
Jean Andraski (L)
Mary Sziulis
Michele Deinhart (L)
Dr. William Smith (L)
Frank S. Sparacino
Ross Monteleone (L)
Dolores Hoch
Dolores Hoch
Dolores Hoch
Wayne Patrick
Dolores Hoch
Dolores Hoch
Katherine Hull (L)
Muriel (Babe) Muchow
Sandra Hull (L)
Thomas McMahon (L)

Caravan 29
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.
SA Donald A. Sauviac, Jr.

Darro
Arasimo Charles Borrello, Sr.
Fr. Edward Wayne Conley OP
Gussie Mae Davis Hunter (L)
Francis “Frank” Ruppert, Sr.
Francis “Frankie” Ruppert, Jr.
Philip Joseph Johnson

Caravan 55 Aurora
M/M Manfred C. Enders Michael Rudovsky
Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
SN Michael Persyn
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
PGC Anton P. Hajek Jr.
MR Dr. Antonio P. Flores,
Caravan 69
Ms. Noreen Kresinske
Padul #69
M/M James R. Black
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Bejar
Joan/Ben Coward b-days (L)
Edwin Zinsmeyer
Ken Bretsch (L)
Susan Flores (L)
Dr. Peter A. Flores-Surgery (L)
Joseph H. Bonugli (L)
Mrs. Loretta Barr
Padul
Arther Tobian
Dorothy Niedbalski
Dorothy Niedbalski

Caravan 69 (cont)
Padul #69
M/M James R. Black
Padul #69
M/M James R. Black
Ms. Noreen Kresinske
M/M Herbert Gilbert
M/M Edward A. Fiorella
M/M James R. Black
Padul Caravan #69

Padul
Lawrence De Frank
Lawrence De Frank
Vince Gregovich
Vince Gregovich
Vincent Gregovich
Vincent Gregovich
Peter G. Decker, Jr. (L)
Betty Franz
Betty Franz

Caravan 75
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Neil Corrigan/Family
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Neil R. Corrigan
M/M Alfonso C. Frato
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan
PGC Neil R. Corrigan

Carmona
Mary Louise Cahill
Helen B. Bodnar
Joseph Spirko
Bill Kulla
Emily M. Luke
Faye Burns
Francis Xavier Okot
Marty Stack
Mike Geregach, Sr.
Pat Houghtaling (L)
Rudy Jerome
Steve Shepard
Steve Shepard
Steve Shepard
Steven A. Greer
Vivian Morgan

Caravan 77
Ms. Patricia E. Plotkowski
M/M Ciro Taormina
M/M Robert L. Pellegrino
M/M Robert L. Pellegrino
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Leon A. Merecki
M/M Joseph G. Gagnon
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77
Galicia Caravan #77

Galicia
Bennis Family (L)
Norman Centorbi
Duane Walsh
Sister Margaret Anthony (L)
Barbara Plotkowski (L)
Delores Pulanecki (L)
Jasper Serra
Joseph E. Jablonski
PSC Angelo Miele, Jr. (L)
SN Daniel Jakobiak (L)
SN Jasper Serra
SN Jasper Serra (L)
SN Nick Bontomasi (L)
SN Stephen Gron Kiewicz (L)
SN Stephen Kutyla (L)
Sul Sharon Taormina (L)
Virginia Deneweth

Caravan 84 Ronda
L. Lawrence-H. Peters Alfred Martorano
Ronda Caravan #84 Alfred Martorano
Caravan 89
SN Eric Stakem
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M Edward R. Seward
SN Eric Stakem

Wamba
Harold Hudson
Carole McDade Miller
James Scarpelli, Sr.
Sally J. Zamagias
Sara Zamagias

Caravan 104 Porto
M/M William C. Ubbens Lorraine Clemente
M/M William C. Ubbens SN John Harar
Caravan 110
M/M Stephen J. Piraino
PRD Stephen J. Piraino
GC Richard Beaulieu
Caravan 113
PSC Sam S. Spatafore
Lugo Caravan #113
PSC Sam S. Spatafore
PSO Joseph N. Gallant
Lugo Caravan #113
M/M Joseph N. Gallant
M/M Sam S. Spatafore
Ms. Clara-doe Spatafore
Lugo Caravan #113
M/M Gilbert J. Fontaine
M/M Wendell M. Peterson
Lugo Caravan #113

Osma
Jake Stoltz
John Buckler
John Buckler
Lugo
Mr. Kennith Byers
Mr. Kennith Byers
Sul. Alice Allain
Sul. Alice Allain
Sul. Alice Allain
Sul. Mary V. Allain
Sul. Mary V. Allain
Sul. Mary V. Allain
Sul. Mary V. Allain
Dorothy McCollin
Sul Mary V. Allain
Miss Lucille Frazier

Caravan 113 (cont) Lugo
M/M Sam S. Spatafore Miss Lucille Frazier
Caravan 114 Braga
M/M Frank Landa Jasper Serra
M/M Frank Landa Joyce Wiltshire
Caravan 122 Leon
SN Robert Gagnon Ann M. Keeney
Caravan 126
M/M John W. Henrie III
Sul. Eileen Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M John R. Henehan
M/M Gerald A. Burke
St Joes-Worker Sr Citizen
M/M Louis A. Barrot
M/M Louis A. Barrot

Al Fath
Anthony Centifanti
Eleanor Lorino
Karen McMullan (L)
Helen Krumenacker
Jack Haas
Jack Haas
SN Charles Lawrence (L)
Joan Frey
Lawrence McDonald
Rev. Joseph Focco (L)

Caravan 133
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
M/M Thomas A. Ratchford
M/M Robert C. Day

Aben Zoar
Anthony John Dorcon
James Aloysius Martin Sr.
Kate Crosby

Caravan 143 Barcelona
M. Norma Jean Bak Dick Marchand
Caravan 151
M/M John J. Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright
Ms. Barbara Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright

Vigo
Mary Donetta Kane
Richard Partsch
Mary Margaret Augustine
Mary Margaret Augustine

Caravan 159 Al Jana
SN Edward N. Rizk Joseph Ade (L)
M/M Edward N. Rizk Lloyd Jacobs
Caravan 161 El Poder
SN William S. Maraczi Margaret Havery
Caravan 176 Hafsun
SN Gerald E. Grondin Mark E. LeVine
Caravan 183
SN/Sultana’s of Jerez
Ms. Marie I. Bergelt
Mrs. M. I. Bergelt
M/M James R. Parks
Jerez SN & Sultana’s
M/M James R. Parks
M/M James R. Parks
Jerez Caravan #183
VGC Richard A. Smith, Sr.

Jerez
Jean Janson (L)
Marie T. Christian
Kristie Battisa (L)
Edward (Jake) Stoltz (L)
Edward J. Stoltz
George Kline (L)
Jean Janson
Clara Jean Janson
George F. Klime (L)

Caravan 192 El Sheedy
M/M Edward Pogoda Rose/Stan Lonczak
Caravan 196 Denia
M/M Francis J. Fodale Virginia Deneweth
Caravan 198 Barcair
Barcair Caravan Frank T. Kash
Caravan 200 Abba Koval
PGC Stephen J. Melchioris Agnes Polshak
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris John A. Sholtis (L)
Caravan 203
M/M Everett A. Deming
SN Jan R. Cartier
M/M Everett A. Deming

Asabica
Annette Sampogna
Annette Sampogna
Gabriel Madonna

Caravan 209 Dar Al Ruse
SE Abraham R Gonzalez Coleen (Steve) Fox (L)
SE Abraham R Gonzalez Mrs. Margaret Crawford (L)

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD
PROGRAM (continued from Page 24)
The main feature of the program is that all past and present
enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy
Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain
every Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for
many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for
birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All
monies derived from the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are
deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
Caravan 217
M/M Kenneth L. Kress
SN George Jagitsch
M/M Timothy F. Kotlarek
M/M Timothy F. Kotlarek
M/M Timothy F. Kotlarek
Caravan 218
M/M Kennith C. Owen
Ms. Patricia Dambach
Ms. Gertrude Winslow
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
M/M Roy J. Crawford
Ms. Pat Dambach
Mrs. Ruth Bradley
Ms. Pat Dambach

Manresa
PSD Ronald Kaczorowski (L)
John Pelachyk
Lisa Paoletti
Doug Bevilacqua (L)
Helen Riva (L)
Ben Ziri
Maurice Lambert
Mike Thompson (L)
Eugene Greytak
Gene Greytak
Maggie Owen (L)
Cosmo Ungaro
Margaret Owen (L)
Teresa Biegel

Caravan 255 Diego
M/M William McWha Brian McCullough
Caravan 261 Sancho
M/M Leo Wojtylo Tom Schankin
Caravan 262 Abd Al Aziz
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart Gene Greytak
Caravan 265 Fatima
Fatima Caravan SN/M Matthew Swaim (L)
Caravan 298 At Large
PGC Frank J. Eggles Bishop A. Mascherino (L)
M/M Robert Fischer Kathy Coonen

Proud to be Catholic. Proud to be an Alhambran
March 6, 2010, Wamba Caravan #89 of the International Order of Alhambra successfully held the 2010 Hooley
Plunge to beneﬁt Special Olympics and the mentally disabled of Allegany County. Over 600 plungers braved the
frozen waters of Lake Habeeb at Rocky Gap Resort and raised pledges totaling over $85,000 dollars to help meet
the needs of God’s special children. When God called, the Sir Nobles and Sultanas of Wamba Caravan answered
the call to service as did the many businesses, organizations, and individuals that made the 2010 Hooley Plunge
a success. My pastor, Father Jim Kurtz, saw my Hooley Plunge jacket when I was leaving church the next day.
He asked me if I jumped. I replied, “Yes, Father. It was a great day to be Catholic.” It is also a great day to be
an Alhambran.
There is no doubt about it. These are times that try men’s souls. It is times like this when we, as Catholic
gentlemen and Alhambrans, need to pull together and do what we do best. We muster our resources, give thanks
to the Good Lord for the blessings He has bestowed upon us, and help those who can’t help themselves.
Can every caravan do what Wamba Caravan does? Yeah, they can, if they want to. The need in each and every
one of our communities is there. For some, the need maybe greater than others, but the bottom line is that the
need is there. If we, as Alhambrans do not step up to the challenge, are we seriously following Jesus’ call to
serve our fellow man as He would? Are we living our faith as we profess each and every Sunday during Mass or
are they just hollow words with no meaning? Sir Noble Tommy McIntyre was stopped more than once, not just
for his bright orange jacket and green shirt, but was asked, “Hey, just what is the Alhambra and how do I join?”
When’s the last time your caravan had this question asked of its members?
The purpose of this missive was to highlight what a successful caravan looks like. Yes, perhaps there is a little
chest beating going on, and if there is, it is because I’m proud and honored to not only be Catholic, but to be a
member of Wamba Caravan #89. The other purpose is to encourage other caravans to step up to the call. You
are not too old. You are not too small. You have friends, colleagues, adult children, and adult grandchildren.
Encourage them to join you to be proud to be Catholic and to be proud to be part of the International Order of
Alhambra. And next year, mark your calendars. We’d like to see other members of the Order join us. Plungers
and pledges are needed for 2011. God Bless you all and the Order of Alhambra.
Richard R. Biancone Jr.
Grand Chamberlain
Wamba Caravan #89
Cumberland, Maryland

PICTURES FROM THE HOOLEY PLUNGE

The statistics published above come from the
ﬁnancial records of the International Order of
Alhambra and include Spiritual Gifts received up
to December 23, 2009.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made
that is not reported here please contact the staﬀ
at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as
possible.
Every eﬀort has been made to correctly record
these Gifts and any error is unintentional.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way
to remember someone
who is sick or who has
died.
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From the Desk of
Executive Director Roger Reid, PSC
New Manufacturers Fez Pricing:
The Order has been advised by our
fez manufacturer that fez prices have
increased eﬀective April 15th.
FZ401 Silk Rayon Fez, $64.50
FZ400 Single Jeweled Fez, $125.00
FZ400D
$172.50

Doubled

Jeweled

Fez,

FZ400DS Doubled Jeweled Special,
$205.40
Stamped Name, $3.00
Embroidered Name, $6:50
Jeweled Letters, $3.65

Street, Baltimore, MD, on Friday and
Saturday, July 16th and 17, 2010.
There will be a Mass on Sunday,
July18th at 10:45 AM. Mass will
be celebrated at The Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Baltimore.
Maryland. We will have a reserve
section in the Basilica for members of
the Order of Alhambra. Our Supreme
Chaplain, Reverend Monsignor,
Ricardo Bass will concelebrate
Mass. All members of the Order are
welcome to attend this Mass.
Notice to Grand Commanders
Governing Documents of the
Order:

mail box. We thank them for their
continued eﬀorts to maintain and
secure our building and property.
A Question Asked and Answered:
A Grand Commander recently called
the secretariat asking if he needed
permission to promote a fund raising
event. The caravan wishes to canvas
its members to participate in a
cruise from Florida to the Eastern
Caribbean. The answer is no. The
Order does not regulate fund raising
events instituted by Caravans. We
always suggest that the caravan keep
their Supreme Directors aware of
caravan activities.

Rayon Letters, $ .50
Stabilizer, $6.50
Shipping from Mfg. $12.00.
Executive Committee Meeting:
The Executive Committee met in
Cleveland on Saturday, May 1, 2010.
Look for the minutes to be published
in The Alhambran.
Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe:
Tickets sales have totaled $4,000 as
of April 28th. Grand Commanders
are asked to help the General Fund
of our Order. Please do all you can
to encourage the purchase of these
tickets. Prizes are:
1st Place
$2,000
2nd Place
$1,000
3rd Place
$500
4th Place
$200
5th Place
$100
Seller’s Award
$100
Early Bird Drawing $250
(Drawn May 26th)
Grand Drawing: Saturday, July 17th
Annual Meeting of the Council of
Viziers:
The Council of Viziers will host
their annual meeting at the Marriott
Hotel at Camden Yards, 110 Eutaw
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Please assure that each member of
your Grand Divan has a current copy
of Al Sunna and the Rules, Policies
and Procedures. Both booklets
are available from the Secretariat
at $4.00 per booklet, including
shipping. Having these documents
in their possession just makes it
easier for Grand Commanders to
do their job eﬃciently as leaders of
their respective Caravans. The Grand
Advocate should also have copies of
the governing documents.
Membership Statistics:
As of May 5, 2010. The Order of
Alhambra has 2,917 members of
record. Included in this count is:
600 Life Members and 191 Clergy
members. There are 69 chartered
caravans.
Home Oﬃce
Winter:

Survives

Harsh

The sever winter storms that visited
our home oﬃce in Baltimore County
causing damage to our roof, ceiling
tiles and outside areas. Oﬃce
Manager, Denise Blakely and her
husband Don repaired a leak in our
roof and replaced ceiling tiles. Both
Denise and Don also designed and
built a brick enclosure for our outdoor

Membership
Committee:

Outreach

Vice
Supreme
Commander,
André Beauchamp is Chair of the
Membership Outreach Committee.
He is charged with the responsibility
of promoting the Order, its goals and
objectives as concerns membership
in our Order. If you have any ideas or
suggestions, please forward them to
our Vice Supreme Commander: His
contact numbers are:
(Home) 450-622-1624
(E-mail:) andre2.beauchamp@
videotron.ca
Fees Charged by the Order:
• New Member Application fee is:
$10.00
• Reinstatement Fee is: $5.00.
• Life Members Card -$11.00
(includes shipping and metal card.)
Note: a paper Life Membership
Card is Free.
• Transfer Applications: Free.
• Pocket Badges are $11.00,
including shipping.
UPS Shipping Charges Have Been
Increased.
The Order of Alhambra has been
advised by United Parcel Service

(UPS) that their shipping fees have
increased eﬀective April 15th.
Comprehensive General Liability
Insurance:
Grand Divan Oﬃcers are advised
to call our insurance company
(Marsh Aﬃnity Group) whenever
they require liability insurance to
cover their caravan’s participation
in events. The insurance coverage
for any single event is free. The
toll free number to call is: 1-800503-9227, Press Option #2. Our
policy number is: 01LX6438013.
Often times you will be asked to
leave a message. However, usually
by the end of the day, our insurance
carrier will call you back. Tell them
you are seeking liability insurance
for (name your event.) You will be
mailed a Certiﬁcate of Insurance for
the particular event you are seeking
coverage for. You may wish to have
insurance for social events, picnics,
boat trips, outings, golf tournaments,
caravan sponsored dances, bus trips,
and other such functions. There are
some exceptions as to which events
that will be permitted or covered.
Memorial and Healing Cards:
The Order will provide you with
free Mass and Healing cards with
envelopes. Call the Secretariat at:
1-410-242-0660.

ALGARVA CARAVAN 168
GRAND BEND WEEKEND
Hello: please take note of date change.
Alhambra Caravan Algarva #168 from Grand Bend, Ontario
is welcoming all Sir Nobles and Sultanas to our Fun in the Sun
Weekend
[which was formerly the June weekend].
The New dates are August 6th to the 8th.Sorry we had to move the
date as one of our members is getting married on the June date.
Fun in the Sun Weekend
August 6, 7, and 8
Cost Per Person/ Fri - Sun
Early bird reg. before July 1st
Fri. and Sat. only
Sun. Brunch
Cash Bar - all drinks

$45.00
$40.00
$35.00
$10.00
$2.00

Golf - Sat. at Sandhills Golf Course-unknown
For any further info please contact Jerry Forster at
gforster@execulink.com
or 519 - 243 - 1613
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Hooley Plunge Pictures
Wamba Caravan

GC JP Mikolajczyk, PGC Will Cubbedge, join SN
Matt Swaim at the National Shrine

EWTN Radio personality and Fatima Caravan
member Matt Swaim signs copies of his new book
“The Eucharist: Mystery, Meditation, Power, Prayer”
(available at Amazon.com and through Liguori Press)
in front of the bookstore at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC

Garcia Caravan Hayride

Together we are stronger
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Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-5496
Tel: 410-242-0660
Fax: 410-536-5729
Website: www.orderalhambra.org
e-mail: salaamone@covad.net
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St. Francis of Assisi
Pray For Us

