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The Editor’s Pen
by PGC Mike Carpenter

Mike can be reached by e-mail at mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

Well my ﬁrst issue is behind me and I am moving forward. There are a lot
of features that everyone has asked for and, as I can, will deliver them. I did
a lot of visiting these past two months and have seen a lot of Alhambrans in
action. You will ﬁnd some of these visits elsewhere in this issue. I can tell
you that the Alhambra is very active from what I have seen and heard. The
one thing that I haven’t seen is any letters to the editor. Apparently nobody
wants to write me about the journal or the Alhambra in general. The letters
to the editor area will remain available in the event that I do receive some
letters that need to be published.

It is truly a privilege to be able to communicate with the entire membership
through this journal. All that I ask is for you, the members, to keep your
activities going and make sure that you communicate with me so I can let
the rest of the Order know what you are doing in your communities. I have
one Regional Reporter so far who is willing to make sure that his region is
represented in the Alhambran. Is there anyone else out there who wants to
take part in keeping this journal alive and well? Let your Supreme Director
know that you want to help out and then get the news gathered and into me
by the deadlines shown on page 6.

As I write this we are fast approaching Christmas Day, the day that Christ
was born and a day to celebrate His birth along with taking time to celebrate
with family and friends. Then, shortly afterward, we will usher in the year
2010. I, for one, do pray that 2010 will be a rewarding year for the country
and for all Alhambrans. The economy has to make a turn-around so that we
all can truly celebrate good times.

In closing I want to extend my sincerest wishes to all members and their
families and friends for a prosperous New Year ﬁlled with happiness and
wealth. May God bless each and every one of you in your endeavors for
God’s Special People. And make 2010 the year that you recruit a new member
into the Order of Alhambra so our ranks keep growing stronger so we keep
helping those less fortunate than ourselves, our Special Needs people.

THE FEZ SEZ
by PGC Will Cubbedge
“Separating Who We Are From What We Do”- December 2009
The Order is suﬀering an identity crisis. In reviewing the minutes from the
last several Supreme Divan meetings, and in my conversation with other
Alhambrans over the last few years, I have detected confusion on the part
of some very well-intentioned and dedicated men in our order regarding the
distinction between who we are and what we do.
There is a very clear and necessary distinction between who one is and
what one does that is essential to health of a personality, be it personal or
institutional. If someone asked me who I am, and I responded “I’m a lawyer”,
it would mean that my personality is too closely aligned with what I do; that
I deﬁned myself to entirely by my function.
How we identify ourselves as a group is at the root of our problem
communicating with the wider Church and society. We are, simply, a
“Fraternity of Catholic men.” Too often, though, we identify ourselves
principally by our charitable dedication, in particularly our outreach to the
developmentally disabled. But, in doing so, we put our charitable cart before
our fraternal horse. If we were not a Fraternity of Catholic men ﬁrst, we
could not assist the developmentally disabled, nor erect historical markers
(remember that one?), nor assemble for the purposes of sociability among
the members, nor any other purpose or end of the order.
In this confusion, many have declared that there is only one reason for The
Alhambra to exist or persevere, namely, our service component. That is
simply wrong.
I don’t mean to denigrate the diversity of motivations that draw men to The
Alhambra. There are some who came to The Alhambra because of their
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interest in service, and have dedicated countless hours in the service of
God’s special children. These men are to be commended and hailed for
their generosity and Christian charity. But there is no one “right” reason to
join The Alhambra. Some come strictly for fellowship; others, in order to
participate in special projects. Some join for the great fez. But all Catholic
men have a place in our Order, because The Alhambra is, ﬁrst and foremost,
a Fraternity of Catholic men.
Another well-known Catholic men’s fraternal organization has encapsulated
its organizational identity as such in a clear and concise way. This
organization has focused on the principles of its foundation rather than the
ends of its service in its communications with its membership and with the
Church at-large, and has experienced astounding growth and world-wide
name recognition. It is an example we would be wise to follow.
To survive and to grow, The Alhambra must rediscover its foundation as
a Fraternity of Catholic men. Our program should give opportunities to
serve, and at the same time promote our Order-its fraternity, manliness,
and Catholicity- as a good thing in and of itself, both for its members and
for the Church. If The Alhambra can do this, at the Caravan level and at
the International, it can communicate the desirability and necessity of
Alhambranism to the world. Then, the world will beat a path to us.
-William A. Cubbedge, J.D., KHS, works for a national Catholic ministerial
organization in Washington, DC. He is a founding member of Fatima #265
at The Catholic University of America and wears an enormous size 8 fez.
He lives in Hyattsville, MD, with his long-suﬀering Sultana, Lydia, and
baby daughter, Philomena.
You can reach him directly at
willcubbedge@gmail.com

Our
Supreme Chaplain
SPEAKS OUT
by Rev. Msgr. Ricardo E. Bass
Monsignor Bass can be reached by e-mail at
msgrbass@comcast.net

My dear friends,
I am the pastor of Prince of Peace parish which is in a suburb just northwest
of the City of Detroit. As you have probably read and heard, we have suﬀered
very diﬃcult economic times in our State and particularly in Detroit. It is
estimated that although the oﬃcial statistics lay claim to the fact that the
City of Detroit has an unemployment rate of 27%, it is actually probably
closer to 50% when you factor in those persons who have returned to school
because they have no job – those who work part time even though they want
full time work – and those who have given up looking for a job (none of
these are included in the oﬃcial ﬁgure). The number of homes which have
been foreclosed reﬂect this economic picture. Our streets are replete with
the homeless, many of whom never anticipated being in such a predicament.
Having been dependent for so many years on the automobile industry has,
to a large extent, been the cause of this severe economic condition. This
situation has been – and continues to be – a human tragedy in the making.
However it is not only the City of Detroit where our sisters and brothers
are suﬀering. The tentacles of this disaster have reached across our entire
State. Even communities once thought to be aﬄuent and immune to such
an economic downturn have not been spared. In Prince of Peace parish
we see more and more foreclosure signs – our parish has been approached
by more and more people who have requested temporary assistance from
the Church (e.g. utility bills, house payments, etc.) – we have responded to
many who are lacking some of the basic necessities of life such as adequate
and nutritious food. It has been – and will continue to be – a very, very
diﬃcult time in the lives of many.
Even the Archdiocese of Detroit laid oﬀ almost 30% of its central services
employees in response to these economic times. The Church in Detroit is
trying to do more with less and it is not easy.
It would be easy to give in under the weight of the circumstances – to
become depressed and despondent – and to lose hope. But as followers
of Christ, we are called to be a hope-ﬁlled people knowing that, in spite of
whatever life may bring our way, God is with us: Emmanuel!! This is the
Christmas Season when we renew our hope – when we look forward to a
new year – when we celebrate Christ’s birth in our midst and are assured by
Him that we “need not fear” but we must trust in Him. It is not Christ who
will turn our economy around – that is our work.. But it is Christ who will
see us through these times – it is our faith that will give us the courage we
need to meet each day on its own terms – it is our hope that informs us that
there will be better days.
My prayer for you is that whatever burdens you may carry this day – whatever
struggles you are involved with in your life – no matter how great and how
many – that you know that God is with you as Isaiah says: Can a mother
forget her child? Even if she could, God will not forget us. He so loved us
that he sent His only begotten Son – who was born in our midst and lived
among us. May the Peace of this Christ child – and the hope He brought to
our broken world – be with you and with your family now and throughout
the new year.

Chatter from our
Supreme
Commander
by Francis Fodale
Francis can be reached by e-mail at
ffodale@avemarialaw.edu

An Exemplary Alhambra Catholic Family
Francis J. Fodale, Supreme Commander
This past month I met an exemplary Catholic family that could serve as a
model for all of us.
On Friday evening, December 5, 2009, Theresa and I attended an Appreciation
Dinner for Walter and Loretta Humann. They would certainly qualify for
Alhambra Family of the Year if we had such an award.
Summing up their twenty year involvement with the Order of Alhambra,
Loretta said, “We were invited to a picnic for God’s Special Children and
after attending the picnic we were hooked.” Since that ﬁrst encounter, Walter
and Loretta have continued “to assist and promote the welfare of persons
who are developmentally disabled by mental retardation” for over twenty
years. They have always been there at the picnics, parties and other events
for developmentally disabled persons, particularly those events that are
sponsored by their Manresa Caravan and by Region VI. A tip of the fez to
Walt and Loretta.
Walt and Loretta are complete Alhambrans. They not only serve this special
need but also spearhead our religious activities in Region VI. For several
years, Region VI has had a corporate communion at St. Patrick in Detroit
which serves the poor and the elderly in the area. This started when Fr.
Thomas J. Duﬀey, an Alhambran, was pastor and continues to this day. Region
VI has also had a Founders Day Mass each year since the Founders Day
observance was started several years ago. In true Alhambra fashion, each of
these religious functions is followed by breakfast or brunch and fellowship.
As Past Supreme Director Ron Kaczorowski observed at the Appreciation
Dinner, Walt and Loretta organized and led ﬁfteen of the last sixteen of these
events. Another tip of the fez to this exemplary Alhambra Catholic Family.
Perhaps you know of an exemplary Catholic Family in your parish, in your
neighborhood, or among your friends. Ask them to join our Order.
Walt and Loretta Humann responded to an important mission of our Order,
which as stated in Al Sunna, is “to assist and promote the welfare of persons
who are developmentally disabled by mental retardation.” Many ﬁnd the term
“mental retardation” oﬀensive and several other groups have discarded the
term. In searching the web for this article, I noted that the Archdiocese of
Detroit has an alternative term which seems more appropriate and considerably
less oﬀensive. This term is “cognitive impairment” which is a developmental
(Continued on page 6)

Have you invited someone
to join the Order lately?
Now is the time, now is the hour.
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COUNCIL OF VIZIERS
2009 – 2011
SUPREME PONTIFF
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
ECCLESIASTICAL PROTECTOR
His Eminence Cardinal Adam Maida
1234 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 48226
(B) 313-237-5816 (F) 313-237-4642
SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Reverend Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass
Pastor, Prince of Peace Church
4300 Walnut Lake Road
West Bloomﬁeld, Michigan 48323
(B) 248-681-9424 (f) 248-681-5543
(e-mail) msgrbass@comcast.net
Executive Committee
SUPREME COMMANDER
Francis J. Fodale – Sultana Theresa
May - Mid-August & Dec - Mid-Jan.
3212 Edgewood Park Drive. Commerce Twp. MI 48382
(H) 248-360-9206 (F) 248-360-9206
(e-mail) ﬀodale09@comcast.net
Mid-Aug - Nov & Mid-Jan - Apr
813 Regency Reserve Circle, Unit 4001, Naples, FL
34119
(C) 248-761-7485
(e-mail) ﬀodale@avemarialaw.edu
VICE SUPREME COMMANDER
Andre Beauchamp -Sultana Danielle
3829 Mercedes, Laval, QC H7P 1L7 Canada
(H) 450-622-1624 (C) 514-953-1624
(e-mail) andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca
SUPREME CHAMBERLAIN
Gerald T. Roux
PO Box 201, or 40300 Fairway III, Northville, MI 48167
(H) 248-349-4112 (C) 248-773-9226
(e-mail) groux12345@comcast.net
SUPREME SCRIBE
Vince Braun - Sultana Kathy
917 Citrus Edge St., Azusa, CA 91702
(H) 626-969--0183 (B) 562-634-7392
(F) 562-634-2478 (C) 562-572-4674
(e-mail) vbraun_vb@yahoo.com
SUPREME ADVOCATE
Donald A Sauviac Jr. - Sultana Diane
2925 Tulane Ave, New Orleans, LA 70119
(B) 504-827-9988 (F) 504-827-9982
(C) 986-789-6666
(e-mail) noladonny@yahoo.com
SUPREME DIRECTORS
REGION I – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
Thomas Wall –Sultana Sue
52 Edgewater Road, Hull, MA 02045
(H) 781-925-0609 (B) 617-635-7500 (C) 617-984-9533
(e-mail) grizzwall1@aol.com
REGION II – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(NJ, NY, PA)
J. R. Black, -Sultana Barbara
8214 Wedgewood Drive, Norfolk, VA 23518
(C) 757-641-3269 (H) 757-583-0284
(e-mail) jrbbab39@msn.com
REGION III – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Michael Stakem - Sultana Diane
828 Camden Ave. Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
(e-mail) damvet@atlanticbb.net
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REGION IV – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Jim Rigby - Sultana Carol
188 Acacia Ave. Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(B) 228-435-5665 (F) 228-74-1556
(e-mail) alhambraregion4@gmail.com
REGION V – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(IL, KY, OH, IN, IA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Avenue, Parma, OH 44134
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
(e-mail) pancarl-1@att.net
REGION VI – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Edward J. Smith - Sultana Kathleen
35024 Bunker Hill, Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
(e-mail) esmith5@twmi.rr.com
REGION VII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(TX, CO, MT, NM. OK, WY)
Henry G. Kenneson, Jr., -Sultana Pat
4602 Lakeway Drive, Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058 (C) 956-346-3918
(e-mail) hgkenn@sbcglobal.net
REGION VIII – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Michael S. Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way, Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
(e-mail) mscaligiuro@cox.net
REGION IX – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(QU, MARITIME PROVINCES)
Claude Pichette - Sultana Renee
11945 Rue Filion, Montreal, QC H4J 1T6 Canada
(H) 514-334-4657
(e-mail) claude.pichette051@sympatico.ca
REGION X – SUPREME DIRECTOR
(ON, WESTERN PROVINCES)
Kenneth Blain, -Sultana Judy
1519 Rossini Blvd.., Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023
(e-mail) kblain2@cogeco.ca
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Roger J. Reid, PSC
P.O. Box 1912, Nokomis, FL 34274-1912
(H) 941-486-0949 (C) 410-227-4545 (F) 941-486-8833
(e-mail) reid003@verizon.net

EDITOR
Mike Carpenter PGC
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
(C) 313-218-9345 (F) 313-274-8564
(e-mail) mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
OFFICE MANAGER
Denise Blakely
4200 Leeds Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
(B) 410-242-0660 or 0661 (F) 410-536-5729
Toll Free - 800-478-2946
(e-mail) denise@covad.net
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: PSD Ron Kaczorowski
WEBSITE

www.orderalhambra.org

NEW CANDIDATES
CORDOVA CARAVAN #26

ALCAZABA CARAVAN #162

WILLIAM M. CARTER
TERRANCE P. DICKSON
M. J. LANDRY
RHETT R. MAYNARD
JOSEPH L. RAVITA
JOHN R. WALKER

BOZIDAR ZEFKIC
MOSARA CARAVAN #260
BALTAZAR BALDERAS
FATIMA CARAVAN #265

BEJAR CARAVAN #56
BENJAMIN KACZMARSKI
RON SARTINI
JOHN MATTHEW SWAIM
ERIC WILSON

REV. PATRICK MCDAID
REV. RUDY VELA

We welcome all of you
to the Order of Alhambra
and hope that you ﬁnd it
rewarding and fulﬁlling.
Necrology
DARRO CARAVAN #29

AL CASSIN #163

THOMAS W. CONRAD, III
GERARD JOSEPH HOFFMAN

EDWARD B. BACZYNSKI
HAFSUN CARAVAN #176

ZIRYAB #52
JACK SPIRE
LAWRENCE E. SCHWENGER,
SR.

ABBA KOVAL #200

BEJAR #56

EDWARD A. GINLEY

MAC MCGUIRE

BEN ZIRI CARAVAN #218

BEJAR #89
GEORGE E. GEATZ

CIRIACO P. CASTRO
EDWARD N. GOEDERT
CHRIS HERNANDEZ

PORTO #104

ALGECIRAS CARAVAN #221

THOMAS P. DANAHER

HERMAN F. HENDERSON

VALENCIA CARAVAN #138

DIEGO CARAVAN #255

EDWARD A. STALSITZ

PAUL F. REMIS

May Perpetual Light shine
upon them
and may they rest in the Peace
of Christ.
St. Francis pray for them.

Gleanings from Caravan Bulletins
Cordova #26
The caravan held their Christmas
Social on December 15th at Ilio
DiPaolo’s Restaurant in Blasdell,
New York.
The newly elected Grand Commander
is PGV Sam Yannello. The caravan
sends their blessings to the new divan
for a successful 2010.
They joined with the Sir Nobles from
other areas at the Annual Great Lakes
Seminar, Thanksgiving Weekend,
held in Oregon Ohio. See news
concerning this event elsewhere in
this issue.
Darro #29
The caravan sponsored a picnic for
God’s Special People on October
14th at City Park in New Orleans.
There were over 200 people in
attendance. Park rides were made
available to all. As an indication of
the attendees’ good time there were
many cards, letters and drawings
received thanking the caravan for
their eﬀorts. This is an annual event
and the caravan says they will do it
again next year and make it bigger
and better than ever. Submitted by
the Regional Reporter SN David
Delgado.

Weekend January 21st to 24th, 2010.
This is a time for “Fun, Friendship,
Food, Hospitality, Outlet Shopping
and More”.
The caravan will participate in
the Special Olympics Basketball
at LCRK Gymnasium on January
30th.
Carmona #75
The caravan will hold their annual
Memorial Mass in conjunction with
their Winter Social on January 31st
at St. Andrew Abbey.
They held the Annual Deepwood
Christmas Party, a tradition that spans
more than 25 years on December
18th. See photos from this event
elsewhere in this issue.
The caravan is hosting the Region
V Meeting on January 13th at the
Brooklyn-Parma K of C Hall.
They will hold a “Carmona Caravan
Poker Tournament” on April 16,
2010 at the Brooklyn-Parma K of C
Hall. Contact PRD Frank Novak for
details.
Wamba #89
The caravan held their Christmas
Party on December 5th which
included a food collection to be
donated to the local Food Bank.

Padul #69
The caravan will be having a “General
Fund Spring Raﬄe”. Tickets are
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. There
are 7 prizes and only 600 tickets will
be sold. Contact S of E Bob Leketa
for details.
The caravan will participate in the
Thomas and Friends Williamsburg

CANADIAN DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
2. Agreement # PM41206513
3. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
International Order of Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21229-6596

The caravan attended the annual tree
lighting ceremony at the Brandenburg
Center on December 10th. They
also attended the Christmas Gift
Giving at the Brandenburg Center on
December 20th.
The caravan will participate in the
AICT Basketball Tournament on
March 17th to 20th, 2010. This

will be the 50th Anniversary of this
event. The caravan is asking for any
pictures/memorabilia from the past
tournaments to be donated or loaned.
Contact the Tournament Director Joe
Carter at 301-777-1959.

The caravan conducts a Bingo every
Thursday night at the K of C Hall
in Peabody. Funds from this help
support the many groups they donate
to.
Barcelona #143

Porto #104
The caravan awarded $79,000.00
in grants on November 21st. These
funds were from the 2009 Special
Kids/Special Needs Collection.
The caravan will be holding their
Founder’s Day Mass at Our Lady
of Good Counsel, Vienna, VA on
Saturday February 6th.
Father Dill, the Caravan Chaplain,
made a month-long retreat to
celebrate this 50th Anniversary
of ordination to priesthood and a
preparation for the next 50+ years.

On December 7th the caravan hosted
a Christmas Party for God’s Special
Children at the Dearborn Heights
Pvt. John Lyskawa VFW Post.
There were almost 300 children in
attendance. This event has been
accomplished by the caravan for over
20 years. They are assisted by the
Dearborn Heights Fire Department
and the Divine Child High School
Pom-Pom Squad.
Vigo #151
The caravan held a “Children’s
Christmas Party” on December 8th.
Food and fun was had by all.

Osma #110
The caravan attended the Ocean City
Escape at the Fenwick Inn which
included the election of oﬃcers.
After the formal meeting they joined
with Padul #69 and other caravans
for a dinner and oasis. This also
included a meeting of Region III
which was chaired by the Supreme
Director Mike Stakem.
They held their Christmas Party on
December 16 which included a gift
exchange.
Lugo #113
The caravan held their Installation
of Oﬃcers on December 16th
followed by the Caravan Christmas
Party. They also held a Yankee Swap
which included a $10.00 gift to be
swapped.

Magazine Mission Statement
“The Alhambran” magazine is published and distributed bimonthly to the oﬃcers and members of the
International Order of Alhambra. Members may contribute articles of interest by mailing them to:
Mike Carpenter, Editor
PO Box 475
Dearborn, MI 48121
Fax: 313-274-8564
e-mail: mike_carp@sbcglobal.net

The newly elected GC is Andrew
Solomon. The caravan sends their
blessings to the new divan for another
successful year.
Alcazaba #162
The newly elected Grand Commander
Dr. Carmelo Scime was recently
named the “2009 Italian Citizen of
the Year” by the Order of the Sons of
Italy, Trieste Lodge. See the article
concerning this elsewhere in this
issue.
They held their installation of oﬃcers
along with a social night on November
19th at St. Cyril and Methodius Hall
in Hamilton, Ontario.
(Continued on Page 25)

US DECLARATION
1. The Alhambran
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5. Volume 54, No.1
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Chatter from the Supreme Commander

Are you moving? If so, don’t
miss the next issue of THE
ALHAMBRAN

(Continued from Page 3)
disability that is deﬁned as a lifelong condition of impaired intellectual
functioning resulting from one of many possible causes. Cognitive
impairment is characterized by limited ability to learn and reduced capacity
for putting learning to use. Some people with mental impairment also have
other conditions that limit mobility and/or communication.
The Archdiocese web site asks its readers to be aware of the need of
people with cognitive impairment for understanding, love and acceptance
as persons and the web site includes several suggestions for ways to assist
and promote the welfare of persons who are developmentally disabled by
cognitive impairment. For instance, it is suggested that people with cognitive
impairment be invited to use their abilities and gifts for the church, such as
involving them in worship as ushers, acolytes, greeters, choir members and
as full participants in the worshipping committee. Another suggestion is to
involve people with cognitive impairment in fellowship, at social events, and
in planning of special events.

USA AND CANADIAN
MEMBERS
Send your label and change of
address to:
International Order of
Alhambra
4200 Leeds Ave., Baltimore,
MD
21229-5496
Attention: Membership
OR
E-mail your changes to:
salaamone@covad.net

Visit the Archdiocese of Detroit web site at www.aodonline.org and/or
the web site of your own diocese or archdiocese for possible new ideas on
how your caravan can assist and promote the welfare of persons who are
developmentally disabled by cognitive impairment.
As stated in my article in the last issue of the Alhambran, nothing sparks up
an organization like a new idea that succeeds. Try a new idea for enhancing
the lives of persons with cognitive impairment in your Region or in your
Caravan.

Deadlines for the next ﬁve issues are
Issue Date
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline Date
February 20
April 20
June 20
August 20
October 20

Press Date
March 1
May 1
July 1
September 1
November 1

All submissions are preferred in Microsoft Word format although we can accommodate other formats, just e-mail us and let us know what format you would like to use and we will let
you know if we can handle that. Pictures are also great if you have them. jpg or tiﬀ format preferred. Both your pictures and articles must be sent to us as attachments to e-mails addressed to mike_carp@sbcglobal.net
This publication will only be as good as you make it. So get busy all you Grand Commanders, Scribes, etc. Tell us what you have been doing that you think the whole Order should
know about. Maybe you are doing something that no one else has tried yet. You may just be the start of something big.
Supreme Directors have a column in every issue and should report the happenings in their Council of Caravans or in their region’s caravans. Sometimes two heads are better than one.
You may discover something unique that one of your caravans is doing. Please share it with the rest of us.
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Words from the
Vice Supreme Commander
VSC Andre Beauchamp

Andre can be reached by e-mail
andre2.beauchamp@videotron.ca

Growing Membership

Find a way to oﬀer a free membership to potential members by not
charging caravan dues for their ﬁrst year of membership. Help by
oﬀering to take monthly payment for a new fez. Oﬀer to provide a free
set of tickets to attend the most important social aﬀair of the year that
the caravan hosts. Make the potential member and the new member
feel at home.

Growing membership is not easy and in fact it is hard. It is twice as
hard to increase membership in a fraternal organization. Growing
membership today is harder than twenty years ago. Discretionary
income in short supply. Economic times are tougher. Money is in short
supply. Families are struggling to manage their spare time. Younger
parents in some cases have two jobs. All of these factors make recruiting Assign current members to escort these new members around at
that much harder.
membership meetings and social events. Bring a new member to a
Grand Divan meeting so that he sees how the business end of our
Today, we have to be smarter in our recruitment eﬀorts. We have to organization works. After a new member is settled in to his caravan,
talk more to potential members. We have to convince them that we have a diﬀerent Grand Divan oﬃcer call him at his home once a month
have something to oﬀer that perhaps is not in their lives today. We to see if he is happy and content. Assign a new member a speciﬁc
have to appeal to their hearts and teach them that what we do for the job immediately after his initiation. If a new member has a legitimate
developmental and intellectually disabled people is exciting and worth problem of concern, solve it quickly and quietly. Have the spouses of
their time and resources. In this day and age, recruiting involves both Grand Divan members host a Sultana luncheon every three months
the husband and his spouse. Generally it works that way and in that way and send an invitation directly to the new Sultanas home. Do it by
a family is now involved in the good works of the Order of Alhambra. mail, it’s very impressive.
The following suggestions are ideas and would not necessarily apply to
all regions and or Caravans. I simply wish that every Region or some
Caravans pick up one suggestion of it and make it happen or come up
with another action. It is almost midnight and there is not much time
left to Save the Order. WE MUST DO TO SOMETHING. It is up to
our Caravans to increase membership, so please design a plan and get
to work. Send me your plan of action so that we can coordinate it with
other Caravans throughout the Order.

Hold a clergy night and invite the parish pastor to this social event.
Host an awards night. Give out service pins to those members who have
reach incremental years of service. Appoint a committee to ascertain
what member would be awarded “the member of the year.” Reinstate
Members who have lapsed their membership in the caravan. Call it a
“Win Back Program or something similar. Send a current issue of The
Alhambran newspaper to members who have lapsed their membership.
Write them a letter one week before you send the newspaper. Tell that
members what you are doing and why you are doing it. Make him
If I were to grow membership in my caravan, my ﬁrst action would to comfortable; tell him that he is missed and wanted and that he is a
build a serious website. After all, I would want to introduce a prospective valuable member of the Caravan, so he’ll want to return. Be generous
member to the positive programs and projects we have instituted in and pay his reinstatement fee.
our caravan. Every program and project needs to be designed with the
view that eventually it would appear on the website and be available If you put your mind to it, you can build a membership program in
to potential members. Websites sell people on ideas and, just as your caravan that will show results and make everybody happy. Make
important, demonstrates in full view the participation of our members it a New Year’s resolution to “Grow the Membership,” in your caravan.
involved in caravan events for the beneﬁt of our developmental and It is a worthwhile process. Remember this, in order for a caravan to be
intellectually disabled people, the very people we serve as members of completely successful you must ﬁrst start with a monthly newsletter.
the International Order of Alhambra. Websites build awareness of our You will lose member interest if you do not have a caravan newsletter.
organization. That’s important.
Do it…you will be glad you did. Newsletter and website is the key to
beginning to “Growing Membership.”
Any prospective member who visits my website would be encouraged
to register for a prize and attend a free wine and cheese party. My
second step would be to establish a regular mail and e-mail promotion
in order to keep my caravan’s news and events in their view. Once
you get your mail and e-mail into a prospective members home, they
will read it in a more relaxed and comfortable atmosphere. Make your
e-mail messages personal. Use the ﬁrst name of both the potential
members and his spouse. This is always helpful.

Membership is Job One
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St. Clement Church
Mass of Rededication
On November 29, 2009 a congregation of Alhambrans participated
in the rededication of St. Clement Church in McGregor Ontario.
It was a rainy night but that did not stop members of Guzera,
Algarva and Garcia Caravan along with Region X SD Kenneth
Blain, Region VI SD Eddie Smith, PSC Gerry Forster and the
Editor from attending this special event for McGregor Ontario.
Also in attendance were members of the 4th Degree McGregor
Council. The celebrant for Mass was Most Reverend Bishop
Ronald Peter Fabbro. After Mass we relocated to the McGregor
Council K of C for a wonderful dinner, ribs, chicken, green beans,
salad and some interaction between members.
St. Clement Church is named for Pope St. Clement I who was
ordained by St. Peter and was the 4th Pope. Work on the ﬁrst
church was started in 1879. The ﬁrst mass was held on February
22nd, 1880 and was blessed on June 21st, 1880. The present
church was built in 1903 and was blessed by Bishop F. P. McEvoy.
Two storms did signiﬁcant damage to the bell and cross tower in
1946 and the roof in 1971. The bell was saved and still sits in
the tower. A brief history of repairs include: 1961, 1980, 1991 exterior masonry re pointing. 1972 - tie rods installed to keep the
walls from separating from the roof. 1997 - all asbestos removed.
1998 - new roof (church and rectory), bell tower rebuilt. 2007 interior restored to the original state, new tie rods installed. 2009
- front porch rebuilt (benefactor) and new rails installed.

ALHAMBRA YOUTH PROGRAM
I hope by now the Supreme Directors have shared the proposed
“AlhambraYouth Program” with all the Grand Commanders within
their respective regions and have been giving some thoughts to
send to SD Ken Blain or SD J. R. Black for presentation to the
Supreme Oﬃcer at our meeting in July 2010. Our goal is to try
and expand the Alhambra to Young Men and Women and maybe
encourage their parents, older friends to join our Order, once they
hear about us and the work we do.

Sir Noble Resolutions
Many thanks to Cordova Caravan for these.
1. Assist “God’s Special People” in whatever way we can, as
individuals or as a group.
2. Support the programs of your caravan and the Order of
Alhambra.
3. Become an active contributing member of your Caravan.
4. Actively seek out desirable Catholic gentlemen as candidates
in our Order.
5. Come forward and volunteer for that special assignment
without waiting to be asked.
6. Show your Caravan oﬃcers and program chairmen cooperation
and lots of enthusiasm.
7. Wear your Fez proudly at all Caravan and Alhambra
functions.
Darro Caravan #29 Annual Picnic for
God’s Special People

Bishop Ronald Fabbro
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Church Model at the Altar

Regional News
Region I
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)
Supreme Director: Thomas Wall
52 Edgewater Rd.
Hull, MA 02045
grizzwall1@aol.com

Region II
(NJ, NY, PA)
Supreme Director: J.R. Black
8214 Wedgewood Dr.
Norfolk, VA 23518
jrbbab39@msn.com

Region One recently brown tasseled some new members at the All information was provided thru news article or e-mail from
Lugo Christmas Party. It was great to welcome new members Caravans
and install the new divan on such a bitter cold winter night . A
tip of the Fez to the new oﬃcers. A ceremonial is planned for late ABD-ER-RAHMAN CARAVAN #1
spring.
A group from Caravan #1 went to Ocean City, Md. for our
I wish all of my fellow Alhambrans and our Sultanas a very annual get-together with other members of the Order. The
oasis was hosted by the Caravan from Maryland and due to
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
inclement weather, we spent a good deal of time indoors. Many
of our friends from Padul Caravan #69 attended, including
REMINDER
PSC Ed Fiorella, SD J. R. Black and Gerry Mathei. (At the last
convention J. R. Black was appointed SD of our region due to
the retirement of Tom Leonard, who did a great job.). This event
ONLY, AT MOST, TWO WEEKS TO GO!!!
has been attracting more participants each year, and hopefully
it will some day replace the weekend we enjoyed in Lancaster,
IF YOUR CARAVAN REMITS THE PER
Pa.

CAPITA TO BALTIMORE BY FEBRUARY 1,
2010 THEN THE COST WILL BE $48 PER
MEMBER.
IF YOUR CARAVAN WAITS UNTIL AFTER
FEBRUARY 1, 2010 THEN THE PER
CAPITA WILL BE $52.
SO SAVE $4 AND PAY YOUR DUES
PROMPTLY.

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE
TO PROMOTE
ALHAMBRA
TODAY?

On Saturday, October 31st, GC, Robert Nevin and VGC Bill
Thompson, went to the Immaculate Heart of Mary R.C. to present
Bernadette Coyle with a Check for $200. Bernadette, along
with other volunteers, runs a program for the developmentally
challenged at the church giving them the opportunity to socialize
with others while playing basketball, doing arts and crafts,
singing, dancing and having snacks. The program is held every
Saturday morning from 1000 am to 12 noon. The also have a
Halloween, Christmas and Easter party. Some of the clients are
residents of our own Garﬁeld Manor.
On Sunday, October 25th, many members of our Caravan attended
a fund-raiser at the Michael J. Rawley American Legion Post.
The event was run by Bill Stewart or our Caravan in an eﬀort
to raise money for Anthony Pieter, a boy who has gone through
open heart surgery and must go through another operation which
will consume all of his family’s funds. Our GC Robert Nevin
presented the family with a check from our Caravan for $500.00
to help defray some of their expenses.
(Continued on Page 19)
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Regional News
Region III
(MD, VA, DC, DE, NC, SC, WV)
Supreme Director: Michael Stakem
828 Camden Ave.
Cumberland, MD 21502
(H) 301-777-8336 (C) 301-697-6707
damvet@atlanticbb.net

Region IV
(FL, LA, MS, AL, AR, GA, PR)
Supreme Director: Jim Rigby
188 Acacia Ave
Biloxi, MS 39530-3307
(H)228-435-5583 (F) 228-374-1556
alhambraRegion4@gmail.com

I hope everyone had a joyous Christmas and may God grant you Did you go and visit any of our Special People during this
and your family peace and good health in the coming New Year. past Christmas season? For many of our Alhambrans, travel is
Seems each year passes more quickly than the last!
getting more and more diﬃcult and it seems that you just can’t
get there. Have you thought that if you called on one of your
With a New Year beginning and new divans having been installed, fellow Sir Nobles and asked them if they would take you for a
we should sit down with the new divan, past grand commanders, visit to one of the homes that your Caravan supports, you may
and all key members to evaluate our caravans. During this be able to accomplish several things? First, it may get you out
evaluation, let’s have an open dialogue; list what we feel are of the house for a little while. Second, it will allow you to meet
our strengths and weaknesses within our caravans. Ask these another Alhambra member and talk for a little while. Third, it
questions: Are the purposes of the Order being met? Is the will probably give great gladness to the person or persons you are
caravan achieving its spiritual need? Is our caravan meeting the visiting.
needs of the developmentally disabled which we serve? Are our
caravan’s social and ﬁnancial needs being met? Create a plan that I believe ALL people, young and old; well to do and struggling;
will serve to improve your caravan to address its needs, add to its disabled and not - have purposes in life and one of those purposes
growth and serve as a guide for future divans.
is to help other people. Help comes in many forms. Sometimes

it is in a physical sense. Sometimes it is in just being a friend and
talking. I know in my own situation, when I begin to get down,
I can usually ﬁnd one of our Special Friends and talk to them
for a few minutes. The love they have and the happiness they
share is so contagious that within a few minutes I’m feeling much
better. Now not only do they feel better since someone has come
The collective thought process used in formulating a strategic to speak to them but they also now have had the opportunity to
plan broadens the horizon of a caravan. Implementing a strategic help someone feel better, namely me.
plan makes a good caravan great.
This year, if you are limited in your ability to get around, try
contacting someone from your local caravan and ask them if they
would take you for a visit to one of your homes. You’ll be glad
you did and so will our Special Friends.
For a caravan to remain successful growth is imperative; bringing
new members is the lifeblood of our caravans. New members
come with an infusion of new ideas and energies that add to the
eﬀectiveness of our caravans.

CORRECTION
When the Necrology listing was published it was missing the SN from
Garcia Caravan #230. It should have shown Paul Senay. We apologize
for this mistake.
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Regional News
Region V
(IL, KY, OH, IN, LA, KS, MO, NE, TN)
Supreme Director: Carl M. Majewski
2323 North Ave.
Parma, OH 44134-1536
(H) 216-749-1352 (C) 440-864-4059
pancarl-1@att.net
I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
celebration.
On December 5th Mahdi Caravan #142 sponsored their annual Kandyman’s
Christmas party held at St. Christine’s parish hall, which I attended. Gifts
were given to all children attending from various organizations devoted
to helping the mentally challenged. Slider, the Cleveland Indians baseball
team’s fuzzy, fuschia-colored Mascot, entertained the children for two
hours. It is most inspiring to see the smiling faces on these children as they
receive their gifts from Santa Clause and singing hymns.
Abba Koval Caravan #200 held their annual Christmas party on December
4th which I attended. Gifts were exchanged by the guests and all had a
great time.
Carmona Caravan #75 - will hold their Memorial Mass on January 31 in
conjunction with their Winter Social at St. Andrew Abby. The Caravan is
planning a poker tournament April 16, 2010.
I am sorry that I was not able to attend Carmona’s Christmas party at
Deepwood due to conﬂicting dates. However I heard the Karmona Klowns
entertained the developmentally disabled adults at the Deepwood Center in
Mentor, Ohio. A Founders Day Mass will be held at St. John’s Cathedral
on February 20, 2010
Tai Caravan # 125 - their Sultana’s Christmas party will be held on January
9, 2010. An occasional afternoon Caravan meeting is planned if well
attended.
I had the privilege of attending the Garﬁeld Heights Friends & Parents
Christmas Party on December 18th and a donation was made by Tai
Caravan #125. It was well attended by the developmentally disabled and
their parents.

Region VI
(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)
Supreme Director: Edward J. Smith
35024 Bunker Hill
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(H) 248-848-9448 (C) 248-229-0192
esmith5@twmi.rr.com
By now, the holidays are over, we went shopping with Santa, had lunch
with Santa, pictures with Santa and dinner with Santa. Let me tell you he
was one busy man around here. He wanted me to say ‘thank you’ to all the
Sir Nobles and Sultanas that helped him to make it possible to put smiling
faces on God’s special people and for all the hard work you have done this
past year. You will always be on his good list.
Congratulations to Walter and Loretta Humann. An appreciation dinner
party, with over 130 friends and family, was held for their hard work
for Alhambra, organizing and helping with so many actives for our kids
such as, the Shrine Circus, day at the zoo, boat outings, Hayrides, picnics
and corporate communions to name a few. Walter and Loretta are true
Alhambrans.
We have (3) three Past Grand Commanders from 2009, Dennis Givens from
Malaga Caravan, Mike Leon from Sancho Caravan, and Mike Morﬁno
from Manresa Caravan. These men have worked hard this past year and
their leadership has left a big impact on their caravan and this region. Thank
You
Thanks to all of you that attended this year’s Great Lakes Seminar, with
two days and nights of fun, you are the ones who made it a big success. We
hope it was everything you expected and more. Thanks to Vice Supreme
Commander André and Danielle Beauchamp, and Executive Director Roger
J. Reid, PSC for coming in and adding something special to seminar.
Region XI is honored to have the Executive Committee meeting and the
order’s Founder’s Day Mass here February 26-27-28, 2010. We can not
guarantee the weather, but we will make you feel warm and welcomed.
This year Ceremonial is Saturday, April 24, 2010 with Galicia Caravan,
G.C. Russell Kreinbring, announcing the class honoree P.G.C. William
Marchiori and his Sultana Edie. And as everyone knows this is an honor
that is well deserved.
Dr. Stephen Covey has written a remarkable book called ‘The Seven Habits
of Highly Eﬀective People’ it suggests disciplines for our personal dealings
with people.
(Continued on Page 21)

The Alhambran 11

Regional News
Region VII
(TX, CO, MT, NM, OK, WY)
Supreme Director: Henry G. Kenneson
4602 Lakeway Dr.
Brownsville, TX 78520
(H) 956-350-9491 (F) 956-350-8058
hgkenn@sbcglobal.net

Region VIII
(CA, AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, AK)
Supreme Director: Michael Caligiuri
4913 Alicante Way
Oceanside, CA 92056
(H) 760-940-9546 (C) 760-505-1151
mscaligiuri@cox.net

Bejar # 56 (San Antonio, TX)

I want to begin by wishing each of you, your families and loved ones
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous 2010. Let us also hope and pray
Bejar # 56 is making plans for their Grand Commanders Ball and also that 2010 will bring the world closer to peace; our country closer
plans for attending Charro Days in Brownsville, TX the last week to economic recovery and our beloved Order of Alhambra will see
of February 2010. They also had a Divan-Caravan Christmas Party/ increased membership.
Meeting in December and are making plans for a Day of Recollection
to be held in February. The Sultanas of Bejar # 56 are working on their I also want to personally thank so many of you for your prayer cards,
annual April Sultanas’ Fiesta Ball.
Mass intentions and donations to the Order of Alhambra after my
sultana Irene passed away in July 2009. They meant so much to my
Zahara # 64 (Laredo, TX)
family and myself.
Zahara # 64 held their installation of oﬃcers and are planning out their In January, Region VIII, with its 7 caravans (6 from Southern
Agenda for 2010.
California and 1 from Northern California) kicked oﬀ 2010 with the
ﬁrst of its monthly meetings. I know many of the regions do not have
Baza # 78 (Corpus Christi, TX)
monthly meetings because of geographic distance between caravans,
but whenever or wherever possible, I encourage you to try to meet as
Baza # 78 held their installation of oﬃcers at the Corpus Christi
often as you can.
Country Club in November with PSC George DeWinne, Sr. oﬃciating.
A Dinner and Dance was held after the installation ceremony. Baza
As Supreme Director, I am very fortunate that PGC Larry Lawrence
also continues with their monthly Sunday Mass and Lunch for God’s
has agreed to remain as Region Treasurer after over 15 years, and PGC
Special Children. They are also planning to attend the Charro Days
Ed Scheer will continue as Region Secretary after at least 8 years.
celebration in Brownsville, TX.
Father Vince Hughes has been our Region Chaplain for over 8 years
and now that he is in the Los Angeles area I know we will see more of
Alva # 91 (Brownsville, TX)
him.
Alva # 91 held their installation of new Divan Oﬃcers on December
10, 2009 with a Mass, Dinner and Dance. Also, as part of the program,
two scholarships were awarded to students attending the local university
and majoring in Special Ed. Studies. On Tuesday, December 15 the
caravan helped host the “Kids at the Movies” a multi charitable event.
Over 1200 Special Ed. students from the Brownsville schools were
given the opportunity to see a movie at the local cinema. Plans are
being formulated for the 2010 Charro Days celebration in February
where Alva # 91 invites Texas caravans to participate in Saturday’s
Parades, Mass, Dinner, and Dance. Caravans indicating they are
planning to participate with Alva # 91 are: Bejar # 56 (San Antonio,
TX), Baza # 78 (Corpus Christi, TX), El Cid # 106 (Rio Grande City,
TX), and Mosara # 260 (Hidalgo, TX)
(Continued on Page 27)
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The Grand Commanders of Region VIII Caravans for 2010/2011 are:
Ronda #84
Aben Zoar #133
Ali #134
Al Cassin #163
Ben Ziri #218
Algeciras #221
Abd Al Aziz #262

PSC Robert Santos
GC John Gili
GC Joe Moser
GC Seth Easley
GC Armando Mena
GC Jesse Perry
GC John Straton

(Continued on Page 27)

HOW MANY NEW MEMBERS
HAVE YOU SIGNED UP
SO FAR THIS YEAR?

Regional News
Region IX
(QC, NB, NS, NL, PE)
Supreme Director: Claude Pichette
11,945 Rue Filion
Montreal, QC H4J 1T6 Canada
(H) 514-344-4657
claude.pichette051@sympatico.ca
Récemment, quatre membres de la Fondation Alhambra Québec Inc.
se sont rendus au bureau de l’AMDI pour remettre un chèque au
montant de 2,500.00$.
Suite à cette remise de don, nous avions le goût de faire une réﬂexion
sur l’appartenance à un mouvement tel que l’Alhambra et, l’ENS JeanMaurice Brosseau y est allé d’une envolée oratoire, et je le cite :
LA SATISFACTION PERSONNELLE
«La plupart des gens vont chercher toute leur vie ce sentiment autant
physique qu’intellectuel, et pourtant tous les membres de l’Alhambra
ont ressenti cette sensation plusieurs fois sans le savoir.
Pensez à cette journée de Noël ou à celle du pique-nique organisée
par votre caravane. Vous n’aviez pas toujours le goût de vous déplacer
mais par solidarité pour vos amis de la caravane ou par respect de votre
parole vous y êtes allé quand même et, la journée terminée, quand vous
vous êtes assis dans votre voiture et vous avez ressenti quelque chose
d’extraordinaire et de complètement personnel vous envahir. Vous
étiez ﬁer de vous même, mais sans aucune arrière pensée : vous viviez
un bonheur simple. C’est ça LA SATISFACTION PERSONNELLE.
Vous voulez rendre les autres heureux, vous savez ce qu’il faut faire :
RECRUTEZ. »
Fin de la citation.
La caravane Ramiro a tenu son souper annuel en l’honneur du grand
commandeur ENS Léon Boucher au Restaurant Manhattan à Laval le
7 novembre dernier. Un cadeau lui fut remis. ENS Leon m’a semblé
très ému et très heureux.
Je termine ce message en vous souhaitant G.S. et N.S. que la nouvelle
année vous apporte la santé, beaucoup de joie et d’agrément.
(English version on Page 20)

Region X
(ON, SK, AB, MB, BC)
Supreme Director: Kenneth Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ON N8Y 3A1 Canada
(H) 519-948-4023 (F) 519-948-0399
kblain2@cogeco.ca
Hello! I hope everyone had a great holiday season. Wow! Where does
the time go? It seems like yesterday that we were worrying about
Y2K and here we are already starting another decade. We need to
take time to reﬂect on the reasons why we joined the Alhambra the
ﬁrst place. Think about the joy and help we give to the clients that
we service. Remember all the good friendships that you have forged
over the years, and the fun you have had while still helping others less
fortunate. Letting others see the satisfaction you get from belonging
to the Alhambra is the best advertisement for the order.
Since the convention in July all we seem to hear a lot about is how
disappointed everyone is with the Order and the Supreme Divan. I
ﬁnd this negativity very disturbing. Not only because I am a Supreme
Director but also because it seems like most S. N. want to give up and
point ﬁngers rather than support the team that they themselves put
into oﬃce just 6 months ago. Our phone numbers and addresses are
printed in each (Alhambran). Anyone who wishes can call or write
to someone on the supreme divan. I for one am always ready to hear
from any S. N. or Sultana who has ideas or suggestions concerning the
betterment of the Order. Also constructive criticism is welcome, but
continual negative feedback doesn’t do anyone any good. Remember
everyone is human and trying the best that they can.
Let’s get busy and make 2010 and the coming years more like the old
ones. S.D. J. R. Black and I have joined together on a new project with
the hopes of bringing in new and younger members. The Supreme
Oﬃcers have been sent the proposal and we are asking that they give
us there full support on this program. The proposed program will
be next sent to all Grand Commanders who are encouraged to share
all the info with their membership. The proposed program needs to
be scrutinized and reworked to the fullest. We need to be sure when
this is presented at the Supreme Divan meeting in July it is very
strong and self explanatory so that it can be implemented as soon as
possible. We need to get younger members in the Order NOW, not 10
years from now. J.R. and I would like to thank anyone and everyone
who sent us input for this program in advance.
(Continued on Page 19)
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Caravans
Alhamar Caravan #4 Installation of Oﬃcers
Names are on Page 19

Fatima Caravan #265 at Kennedy Institute

JP Mikolajczyk, John Jankowski, Ryan Mullen, Eric Wilson
Alhamar Caravan #4
Visit to Alhambra House St. Joseph Center
Scranton, PA

Sister Therese O’Rourke, I.H.M., President/CEO, with Fez
Francis A. Kennedy Grand Commander and his wife Sultana
Grand Commander Kathy, next Fez Patrick M. Umbra, Jr.
Scribe of the Exchequer, next Fez Raymond F. Kownacki
Grand Advocate. Patients not named in the picture.
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Members of Guzera Caravan with one of the Alhambra Afghans given to
God’s Special People for Christmas

in Action
Diego Caravan Christmas Party Pictures
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FILING REQUIREMENTS FOR ORDER OF
ALHAMBRA CARAVANS
The following is reprinted from a letter dated November 9, 2009
from Gary R. Bozel & Associates, P.A.
The following outlines the required tax ﬁlings for Not-For-Proﬁt
Organizations. Generally, all tax returns listed below must be
ﬁled by the 15th day of the 5th month following the end of the
Organizations ﬁscal year-end. For example, if the Organization
has a June 30 year-end, the returns are due by November 15th. An
automatic 3 month extension may be ﬁled (Form 8868, which can
be obtained from the IRS Website - www.irs.gov). The following
are the requirements for when you ﬁle a Form 990-N, Form
990-EZ, or Form 990.
For Tax Year 2008:
If gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less, the
Organization should ﬁle Form 990-N.
If gross receipts are between $25,000 and $1 million AND
total assets are less than $2.5 million, the Organization should ﬁle
Form 990-EZ.
If gross receipts are $1 million or greater OR total assets are
$2.5 million or greater, the Organization should ﬁle Form 990.
For Tax Year 2009:
If gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less, the
Organization should ﬁle Form 990-N.
If gross receipts are between $25,000 and $500,000 AND
total assets are less than $1.25 million, the Organization should ﬁle
Form 990-EZ.
If gross receipts are $500,000 or greater OR total assets are
$1.25 million or greater, the Organization should ﬁle Form 990.
Please make sure that each Caravan is aware of their ﬁling
requirements as enumerated above. Also, each Caravan must retain
a public inspection copy of their tax returns as ﬁled and the returns
should be available on demand as required to maintain Exempt
Organization Status.
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Our Supreme Advocate
Advises

By SA Donald Sauviac
Don can be reached by e-mail
noladonny@aol.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! It’s that
time of year when we each sit down and determine what
have we accomplished last year and what goals will be
set for the next. During the last year we conducted
a fabulous convention in San Antonio where major
changes to the order were proposed and rejected by the
majority. We heard great news from Wamba caravan
and Supreme Director Michael Stakem regarding their
recruiting eﬀorts and spectacular results in Maryland.
Since that convention I have had the pleasure of
working closely with Supreme Commander Frank
Fodale, Vice Supreme Commander Andre’ Beauchamp,
Supreme Chamberlain Jerry Roux and Supreme Scribe
Vince Braun, as well as many others around the world.
Much has been accomplished in particular a focus on
recruiting and incentives to caravans that recruit new
members. Despite dissolving a few caravans and loss
of members due to death, we have attained a net gain
in membership. In the works are at least three serious
inquiries regarding new caravans in the New Mexico,
Florida and Ohio areas. 2009 is ending on high note.
However, we can do much better and we should focus on
three things - recruiting, recruiting and recruiting. First,
we can reach out to our friends and family. Second,
we can reach out to our coworkers and members in our
collateral organizations such as K/C councils, men’s
clubs and other social/fraternal organizations. Third,
we need to locate members who have dropped out or are
about to drop out due to dissolving of their caravans.
The above requires a little creativity but can result in
major rewards.
I urge you to take a moment and include in your New
Year’s plan how you can help your caravan, the order and
the special people we serve through recruiting. Looking
forward to a wonderful 2010.

Dollars & Cents

Supreme Chamberlain Gerald Roux
Jerry can be reached by e-mail
groux12345@comcast.net

Happy New Year to all Sir Nobles and Sultanas, I pray that this year will be a more prosperous time for you, your family and our Order. As we are now in tax season
I would like to point out a few things that the IRS expects from our caravans as well as some information that I am making a personal request that you provide to the
Secretariat.
To start oﬀ caravans are considered autonomous and independent to the Order. You do, however, beneﬁt by the direct aﬃliation with the International Order of Alhambra.
In the past few years it has become apparent the IRS has required our Order to conform to current IRS regulations not only for the parent organization but also for the
caravans. With caravans in 17 states and 2 provinces in Canada each caravan has accounting systems that vary from very basic to complex. The Executive Committee
would never interfere with a caravans methods of accounting (provided of course that they pay their per capita on a timely basis). However, that being said there are some
very simple requirements that the IRS requires for the Secretariat and the caravans to be in compliance with current IRS rules.
First, each caravan must have a Federal Identiﬁcation Number (EIN), which should be on ﬁle with your bank and the Secretariat in Baltimore. If your caravan does not
have this EIN it is easily obtainable on line at www.irs.gov with a minimum of eﬀort. Once you have this EIN number your caravan will be recognized as having a tax
exempt status under the umbrella of the Orders number (52-6014583) which ﬁles Form 990 annually as a 501(C)(10) organization. If your number is on ﬁle with the
Secretariat, the IRS will allow you to use the ORDERS TAX EXEMPT NUMBER, but only if you have provided the information to the Secretariat. Having just been
through an IRS audit, which took nearly one year to complete, one question that they asked us for was the caravans EIN numbers. While we had some numbers on ﬁle,
many are missing or nonexistent. Failure of a caravan to comply with this simple procedure could result in your caravan being sanctioned by the IRS, a very costly
problem.
To clear things up, TAX EXEMPT has nothing to do with “Sales Tax Exempt”. It refers only to the fact that a caravan does not have to pay income tax on revenues
it receives. Some caravans have recently inquired about obtaining 501(C)(3) status and I would recommend that they not follow this course. One reason is that as a
501(C)(3), caravans would not be able to ﬁle under the Orders exemption number. Also obtaining a 501(C)(3) status requires you to be cautious of how and who you make
charitable donations too. Also, the costs of ﬁling caravan tax returns will increase as you will probably need professional help in preparing your Form 990 tax returns.
Lastly, very shortly each Grand Commanders of record will be receiving a questionnaire from the Secretariat with questions concerning your caravan’s makeup, organization
and your thoughts about the Secretariat as well as other questions. The most important part of this questionnaire will be the ﬁrst part asking you to provide your EIN
number and your caravan’s by-laws and articles of incorporation to the Secretariat. These items are required by the IRS to keep the Secretariat in compliance with current
IRS guidelines, and I would ask that you respond quickly to our request. Your help will be greatly appreciated and help to move the Order forward in the 21st century.

CFC PROGRAM
The Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc. is honored to have been accepted into the National Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) for 2009-2010.
This allows all Federal Employees to make a tax deductible donation by payroll deduction. Alhambra needs your help in making Federal
Employees aware of our wonderful programs/eﬀorts on behalf of the Intellectually and Developmentally Disabled and others in crisis. All
Federal Employees from the: Post Oﬃce and U. S. Military to F.B.I, U. S. Customs, Homeland Security, etc. are eligible to participate. Please
let your family and friends who are Federal Employees that you would like them to designate the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc. for their donation.
They can quickly ﬁnd us in the “CFC Guide” listed under “Women, Children & Family Service Charities of America”. Our CFC code is
90377.
In 2007 our benevolent Federal Employees gave over $273 Million to charity as a result of 235 campaigns throughout the Nation. Unfortunately,
Alhambra received zero dollars because we did not participate and/or Federal Employees were unaware of the Alhambra.
This is a program that every Caravan can support by letting all Federal Employees you come in contact with know about the Alhambra and by
contacting the CFC Representative at Federal Organizations in your city and state. Usually every Federal Organization will have a CFC Day.
Contact your local Federal Agencies and ask if you can participate by setting up a table and provide information on the extraordinary work that
you are doing in your community. For the sake of our “Kids in Need”, don’t miss this great opportunity. Call the Secretariat 800-4782946 for more information.
Also remember, in order to have a consolidated record of all charitable fund raising, it is essential that those funds collected be sent to the
Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc., along with a request for disbursement. The charity fund check will be sent back to you for presentation within
one week of receipt.
Your cooperation is appreciated, as it will allow us to continue to qualify for the CFC and participate in other state and local work place
campaigns. Your kind assistance in following this procedure will assist greatly with fund-raising opportunities along with letting the world
know the magnitude of our benevolence. A special thank you to the many Caravans who continue to support these eﬀorts.
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UNSUNG HEROES OF THE ALHAMBRA
In this issue we are going to honor PSV William “Bill” Fuchs.

ALHAMBRA ASSOCIATION
His association with the Order of Alhambra started when he became
a Sir Noble of the Order of Alhambra and Porto Caravan No. 104, on
May 4, 1975. Subsequently, He was elected to and served in positions
of Porto’s Grand Divan, as: Captain of the Body Guard, Scribe of the
Exchequer, Grand Scribe, Grand Advocate, Vice Grand Commander,
and Grand Commander. He was founder of Porto’s monthly newsletter
“Shifting Sands” in 1981 and served as its ﬁrst editor/publisher. The
publication is regularly distributed to Porto Sir Nobles and Sultanas, to
the Supreme Oﬃcers and other oﬃcials.
Bill served in various Alhambra related positions, including:
Deputy Regional Director; Regional Director—Virginia; Chairman,
International Living Pledge Program (4 years); member of the Board
of Directors and Finance Committee of St. Coletta School for Retarded
Children serving Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia;
elected Supreme Vizier in 1983; Chairman of the Alhambra Planning
Unit; Co-Chairman Spiritual and Memorial Gifts Committee; Member,
Alhambra House Project Committee; Audit Committee; Ceremonial
Committee; Al Sunna Revision Committee; and Data Processing
Support Committee. Attended all Conventions/Supreme Divans
from 1981 to 2005: New Orleans, Louisville, Orlando, Las Vegas,
Milwaukee, Reno, Toronto, Denver, Norfolk, Orlando, Cincinnati, Las
Vegas, and Lexington.
PROFESSIONAL LIFE
He was on active duty with the U. S. Navy from September 1936 until
February 1947, at which time he resigned his commission and started
a career as a Professional Engineer (Electronics) and civil servant with
the Boston Navy Shipyard. In 1949 he transferred to the Bureau of
Ships at the Navy Department in Washington, D.C. In 1954 he took
a position with the Industrial Manager, 9th Naval District as its Chief
Engineer. He returned to Washington, D.C. in 1959 to take a position
with the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air Warfare). After 14
years in that position he retired from government service after 38 years
of active duty and civil service with the Department of the Navy. During
this time he continued studies in Administration and Management,
Nuclear Power, and International Law at various Universities and the
Naval Reserve Oﬃcers School. He is a retired Naval Oﬃcer with the
rank of Commander.
At the age of 56 he started another career that spanned 14 years
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with the Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics (RTCA), an
aviation government/industry standards organization for avionics
and related electronics devices, systems and operations. At RTCA he
was its Technical Director and later he became its Executive Director,
managing and coordinating government and industry volunteers in
developing aviation telecommunications standards for use by the
aviation community throughout the world. As its Chief Operating
Oﬃcer, his responsibilities included budgeting, accounting and all
other ﬁnancial and technical matters for the organization. He retired
on July 1, 1989.
COMMUNITY SERVICE
He served as a Notary Public, Commonwealth of Virginia, for 16 years.
He served as Registered Agent and Corporate Secretary, Rustﬁeld
Assn., Inc., for 15 years; and a member of its Board of Directors
for over 20 years. He was the founder of the “Rustﬁeld Rambler”
(newsletter) and publishers for over 20 years. He did volunteer work
for: St. Coletta School; E. D. W. Knights of Columbus Council and
Commodore John Barry Assembly (4th Degree K of C); as well as the
Order of Alhambra; and friends.
SOCIAL AND FRATERNAL
He is an Honorary Life Member Knights of Columbus—Third Degree
and Fourth Degree.
Past Member Toastmasters International —Past President and Past
Area Governor.
Member Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
Member American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA).
Member Air Traﬃc Control Association.
Member Institute of Navigation (ION).
Past Member Army Navy Country Club (ANCC).
Past Member National Association Executives Club (NAEC).
Licensed Amateur Radio Operator, W4PGA
Past Member Capital PC Users Group
Past Registered Professional Engineer (District of Columbia)
FAMILY LIFE
Born and educated in Goliad, Texas.
Joined the U. S. Navy on September 14, 1936.
Married Dorothy Mamie (Morin) Fuchs of Chicago, Ill, on September
25, 1943. Dorothy is now deceased, August 22, 2003.
During their lifetime they became parents of six children, all married;
Grandparents of 14 grandchildren (two now deceased) and 2 great
grandsons.
Travels included the United States, Canada, Mexico, Caribbean Islands, Panama, South America, North Africa, Europe, China, Japan,
and the former Soviet Union.
We owe a debt of gratitude to PSV Bill Fuchs for all that he has done
for the Order of Alhambra. May God continue to Bless you Bill and
stay with you and your family in your future journeys in life.

Region II

Region X

(Continued from Page 9)

(Continued from Page 13)

At our caravan meeting on November 13th, we voted to give a $500.00
donation to Dawson Manor and Garﬁeld House the same amount as
last year for Christmas. Our Christmas visit to Garﬁeld House will
take place Tuesday, 8 December at 6:00 pm. We hope everyone will
attend.

Tip of the fez goes out to the Sir Nobles and Sultana’s of Region
X for their support by e-mails and phone calls and attending the
Rededication Celebration Mass at St. Clement Catholic Church in
McGregor ON celebrated by Bishop Ronald P. Fabbro, on Sunday
November 29, 2009. We had guest from Alcazaba # 162 and Algarva
# 168 and Guzera # 72 along with my Caravan Garcia # 230 in
attendance. And I received e-mails and letters of support from our
two furthest Caravans Ibiza # 193 and Seneca # 109. Thanks also
go to all 6 Caravans for celebrating Christmas with the clients.
Unfortunately when my article was sent in I had only received
pictures from Guzera # 72 and Garcia # 230.

Founders’ Day Mass will be Sunday, February 7, 2010. Please mark
your calendars.
Our Oﬃcers for 2010 are: GC: Robert Nevin, VGC: Bill Thompson,
GS: Tom Ansbro, S of EX: Tom Leaver, GCh: Ed O’Donnell and MO:
Bill Stewart.
ALHAMAR CARAVAN #4
We held our installations of oﬃcers on November 11, 2009 at St.
Conrad’s Young Men’s Society, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. The installing oﬃcer
was Raymond F. Kownacki, PGC, GA.
The oﬃcer installed (please note picture in Caravan in Action - left to
right) Joseph Pikaitis - CB, Raymond A. Metzo Jr. - VGC, David Miller
- ST, Francis A. Kennedy - GC, Patrick M. Umbra Jr. SE, Paul Reich
- GS, Thomas M. Dugan - GCH, Raymond F. Kownacki - GA.
Future Caravan events: Christmas Party - December 9th at 8 P.M. at
St. Conrad’s, after the meeting, dates to remember, August 14, 2010,
Picnic. Meet at Exaltation of the Holy Cross Church at 10 A.M.
CORDOVA CARAVAN #26
The following SN’s were elected to serve on the 2009/2010 Grand
Divan. GC: Samuel J. Yannello, VGC: Robert C. Robinson, GS:
Dr. William M. Smith, S of EX: Victor Turciarelli, GCh: Charles T.
Esposito, MO: Carl Lomoardo, Hist: Biaggio Gullo, M of WR: Aaron
Lewis, CBG: Frank P. Vitello, S of Tower: Christopher J. Hull, S of
Desert: Ronald J. Gaglione, and GA: Jerome E. Deinzer. Appointed
Caravan Greeters: Louis R. Malkiewicz and Matthew J. Robinson.
May you have a fantastic year in your respective positions.
Our Christmas social will be on Tuesday, December 15 at Ilio DiPaolo’s
restaurant, for libation and holiday cheer with dinner, fun and socializing.
A big thank you to our Sultana Joanne Gaglione for hosting the funny
hats and white gloves Halloween party. A great time was had by all
who attended. Sultana’s Christmas party is scheduled for Thursday,
December 3rd at Brookﬁeld Country Club.
SUPREME DIRECTORS NOTE
My Sultana Barbara and I want to wish everyone in the ALHAMBRA
a Very Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year, and lets all
try and make the Order Grow in 2010.

Tip of the fez goes out to Grand Commander Dr. Carmelo Scime
of Alcazaba # 162 for being elected the Italian Canadian Citizen of
the year 2009. And also while I’m talking about Alcazaba # 162 I
would like to welcome there new member S. N. Bozidar Zefkic and
Sultana Roza to the Order of Alhambra.
Another program that the Order has that I am very proud to be
involved with is Operation Cover Up. On Dec.17, 2009 G. C.
Howard Levis from Guzera # 72 and S. N. Frank Miller, S. N. Hank
Dinnendahl and Region X Historiographer Otto Valvasori, along with
myself and my Sultana Judy and son Steven went to F. J. Brennan
High school and presented 17 afghans to God’s Special People. The
smiles and excitement on their faces is just heart warming to see.
At this time I again would like to thank all, the Sultana’s and friends
of the Alhambra for their hard work and time they put into these
afghan’s. A tip of the fez goes out to all of you.
God Bless and be proud to be an Alhambran.
S. D. Kenneth Blain
From the Grand Commander Guzera # 72
Well here we are Sir Nobles and Sultans of Guzera Caravan #72
having celebrated another Holiday Season and we have survived the
hustle and bustle.
It is with regret that I report the recent passing of SN Harold Holmes,
SN Eugene St. Louis and SN Don Taﬃnder.
Also I sadly regret the passing of my mother and the mother of
VGC Joseph Gibala, and the sister of Sultana Madelaine Drouillard.
Our hearts ache, but we are comforted in knowing our mothers and
Madelaine’s sister now enjoy eternal peace.
The big December event was our Annual Client’s Christmas Party
with well over 200 in attendance. Special thanks go out to Chair
person Sultana Pauline Decaire, Co-Chair VGC Joe Gibala, DRD
Bert Decaire aka Santa, SN Doug Raper and all Sir Nobles and
Sultanas who continue to volunteer their time and help with this
happy day.
(Continued on Page 20)
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Region IX
(Continued from Page 13)
English Version

Recently, four members of the Alhambra Quebec Foundation visited the
oﬃces of l’AMDI (Association for Mentally Handicapped) to present a
cheque in the amount of $2,500.
After the presentation of this donation, we began to reﬂect upon the privileges
of being an Alhambra member and E.N.S. Jean-Maurice Brosseau summed
it up with an oratical speech and I quote Jean-Maurice.
“PERSONAL SATISFACTION
Most people spend a life time searching for the physical and intellectual
feeling of personal satisfaction while all Alhambran’s have had this feeling
several times in their lives.
Think of the Christmas parties or the summer picnics organized by your
caravan. You did not always feel up to attending. But, by solidarity with your
fellow members or to keep your word, you decided to attend anyway. At the
end of those days as you are driving home in your auto you feel something
personal and extraordinary come over you. A feeling of pride without a
second thought about it. You are living a simple happy moment. That’s it.
PERSONAL SATISFACTION.
Now, how do you introduce others around you to this special feeling?
RECRUIT!”
End of quote.
The Ramiro Caravan held its annual Grand Commander’s dinner in honor of
E.N.S. Leon Boucher at the Manhattan Restaurant in Laval last November
7th. A gift was presented to ENS Leon and he seemed touched and happy
by this.
I would like to end this message by wishing all the G.S. and N.S. a happy
new year ﬁlled with health and happiness.

Region X
(Continued from Page 19)
We are greatly pleased that we are able to once again make a donation of
afghans to clients attending F.J. Brennan Secondary School on behalf of
“Operation Cover-Up”.
Our pasta dinners continue monthly as in the past with the ﬁrst one on
Tuesday January 25th, 2010. As always your help is needed and very much
appreciated.
On behalf Sultana Rose Marie and Guzera #72 Divan, I wish to extend to
one and all my wishes for God’s blessings of good health and happiness in
the New Year 2010.
G. C. Howard Levis
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Dr. Carmelo Scime
by Supreme Director, Kenneth Blain
One of the ﬁnest Sir Nobles in the Order of Alhambra was recently awarded
the “Order Sons of Italy of Canada, 2009 Citizen of the Year.” He is Dr.
Carmelo Scime, Grand Commander, Alcazaba Caravan #162, Hamilton,
Ontario.
The Order Sons of Italy of Canada was pleased to announce that Dr. Scime
was selected as Italian Citizen of the Year and Dr. Scime graciously accepted
the award and honor with great pride and humility. He has been an active,
prominent member of his community for many years and is most deserving
of this recognition. The award was given on November 21st at LIUNA
Gardens in Winona, Ontario.
Grand Commander, Dr. Carmelo Scime was born in 1932 to Italian immigrant
parents. His family led by example, working hard and always willing to
give to those in need. In 1951, he was told by a teacher that he should quit
school and work in a steel mill with all the other Italians. Those words just
made him more determined to succeed in medicine. Grand Commander
Scime graduated from the University of Toronto medical school in 1957
and started his own practice.
In 1968, when abortion became legalized in Canada, this set him on a long
journey to voice for the unborn. This has been done in many ways, by
attending many demonstrations and publicly serving as past president for
Canadian Physicians for Life, and working with Campaign Life Coalition,
Hamilton Right to Life and Birthright.
The oﬃcers and members of the International Order of Alhambra congratulate
our Grand Commander, Dr. Carmelo Scime for his outstanding leadership,
his journey to give a voice to the unborn and for being awarded the Citizen
of the Year -2009, by the Order Sons of Italy of Canada. May God bless you
Dr. Scime.

Region VI

Garcia Caravan Christmas Pictures

(Continued from Page 11)
One of the habits - Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be
Understood.
Communication is the most important skill in life. We spend most of our
waking hours communicating. But consider this: You’ve spent years learning
how to read and write, years learning how to speak. But what about listening?
What training or education have you had that enables you to listen so that
you really, deeply understand another human being from that individual’s
own frame of reference? Comparatively few people have had any training in
listening at all.
If you’re like most people, you probably seek ﬁrst to be understood; you want
to get your point across. And in doing so, you may ignore the other person
completely, pretend that you’re listening, selectively hear only certain parts
of the conversation or attentively focus on only the words being said, but
miss the meaning entirely. Most people listen with the intent to reply, not to
understand.
I believe that it is important for us to really listen to the other person, put
our feet in their shoes, to try to understand where they’re coming from
before totally dismissing their view point.
The important thing here is to listen and to understand the other person’s
thoughts and feelings ﬁrst, to convey inﬂuence to be understood.
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a
habit.”
Aristotl
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OPERATION COVER-UP

Greetings and Al Salaam,
We are SN Bill Nicholls and Sultana Betty from Galicia Caravan, the new Operation Cover-Up Chairpersons. After establishing
Operation Cover-Up and many years of service, PSC Leo Serowik and Sultana Rita have decided to step aside; we have large shoes
to ﬁll. My Sultana Betty has been crocheting Afghans for Operation Cover-Up since its inception and still gets huge reward from this
program. We are looking forward to working with all the Sultanas and Caravans that have helped this program become a success.
If you are not familiar with Operation Cover-Up it is designed to provide God’s Special People with Afghans crocheted by a Sultana
or a friend of Alhambra. The pattern for this Afghans is the same and a kit containing the yarn and instruction will be sent to anyone
requesting a kit.
Request for Kits and Caravans making donations can contact Betty, myself or SD Ken at the addresses shown below:
USA:

SN Bill Nicholls / Sultana Betty
727 E. Bernhard St.
Hazel Park, MI 48030
(248)545-5086

Canada:

SD Ken Blain
1519 Rossini Blvd.
Windsor, ONT N8Y 3A1
(519)948-4023

St. Francis Camp
Submitted by President Dick Sosin
Since the last issue of the Alhambran the package for the
commercial has generated one million e-mail being sent out to
a variety of people throughout the US. We are hoping that this
e-mail will generate some needed funds to keep the camp going
throughout the year.
One thing that the members in other areas of the country may
not be aware of, you can also send your loved one to a week of
fun and relaxation while you vacation in Michigan. The camp is
not restricted to only campers from Michigan. We accept any
autistic and cognitively impaired child or adult from throughout
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the US and Canada. Our website – www.saintfranciscamp.org
– has an application and you can ﬁnd out the available dates for
your camper. Or e-mail us to the e-mail listed on the website for
further information.
The camp is also available for rent during the oﬀ season – March
to May and September to November. This would be a good
location for a weekend retreat or family reunions. We have a
fully equipped kitchen facility and a large area for dining. We can
house up to 25 couples and the rates are very reasonable. Contact
me for further information about this wonderful location.

The Folded Napkin... A Truckers Story... If this doesn’t light your ﬁre ...
your wood is wet!
An Inspirational Story from Algarva # 168
I try not to be biased, but I had my doubts about hiring Stevie. His placement counsellor assured me that he would be a good, reliable busboy. But I had never had a
mentally handicapped employee and wasn’t sure I wanted one. I wasn’t sure how my customers would react to Stevie. He was short, a little dumpy with the smooth facial
features and thick-tongued speech of Downs Syndrome. I wasn’t worried about most of my trucker customers because truckers don’t generally care who buses tables as
long as the meatloaf platter is good and the pies are homemade.
The four-wheeler drivers were the ones who concerned me; the mouthy college kids travelling to school; the yuppie snobs who secretly polish their silverware with their
napkins for fear of catching some dreaded ‘truck stop germ’; the pairs of white-shirted business men on expense accounts who think every truck stop waitress wants to
be ﬂirted with. I knew those people would be uncomfortable around Stevie so I closely watched him for the ﬁrst few weeks.
I shouldn’t have worried. After the ﬁrst week, Stevie had my staﬀ wrapped around his stubby little ﬁnger, and within a month my truck regulars had adopted him as their
oﬃcial truck stop mascot. After that, I really didn’t care what the rest of the customers thought of him. He was like a 21-year-old kid in blue jeans and Nike’s, eager to
laugh and eager to please, but ﬁerce in his attention to his duties. Every salt and pepper shaker was exactly in its place, not a bread crumb or coﬀee spill was visible when
Stevie got done with the table. Our only problem was persuading him to wait to clean a table until after the customers were ﬁnished. He would hover in the background,
shifting his weight from one foot to the other, scanning the dining room until a table was empty. Then he would scurry to the empty table and carefully bus dishes and
glasses onto his cart and meticulously wipe the table up with a practised ﬂourish of his rag. If he thought a customer was watching, his brow would pucker with added
concentration. He took pride in doing his job exactly right, and you had to love how hard he tried to please each and every person he met.
Over time, we learned that he lived with his mother, a widow who was disabled after repeated surgeries for cancer. They lived on their Social Security beneﬁts in public
housing two miles from the truck stop. Their social worker, who stopped to check on him every so often, admitted they had fallen between the cracks. Money was tight,
and what I paid him was probably the diﬀerence between them being able to live together and Stevie being sent to a group home. That’s why the restaurant was a gloomy
place that morning last October, the ﬁrst morning in three years that Stevie missed work. He was at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester getting a new valve or something put in
his heart. His social worker said that people with Downs Syndrome often have heart problems at an early age so this wasn’t unexpected, and there was a good chance he
would come through the surgery in good shape and be back at work in a few months.
A ripple of excitement ran through the staﬀ later that morning when word came that he was out of surgery, in recovery, and doing ﬁne. Frannie, the head waitress, let out
a war hoop and did a little dance in the aisle when she heard the good news. Marvin Ringers, one of our regular trucker customers, stared at the sight of this 50-year-old
grandmother of four doing a victory shimmy beside his table. Frannie blushed, smoothed her apron and shot Marvin a withering look. He grinned. ‘OK, Frannie, what
was that all about?’ he asked... ‘We just got word that Stevie is out of surgery and going to be okay.’ ‘I was wondering where he was. I had a new joke to tell him. What
was the surgery about?’
Frannie quickly told Marvin and the other two drivers sitting at his booth about Stevie’s surgery, then sighed: ‘ Yeah, I’m glad he is going to be OK,’ she said. ‘But I don’t
know how he and his Mom are going to handle all the bills. From what I hear, they’re barely getting by as it is.’ Marvin nodded thoughtfully, and Frannie hurried oﬀ to
wait on the rest of her tables. Since I hadn’t had time to round up a busboy to replace Stevie and really didn’t want to replace him, the girls were bussing their own tables
that day until we decided what to do.
After the morning rush, Frannie walked into my oﬃce. She had a couple of paper napkins in her hand and a funny look on her face. ‘What’s up?’ I asked. ‘I didn’t get
that table where Marvin and his friends were sitting cleared oﬀ after they left, and Pete and Tony were sitting there when I got back to clean it oﬀ,’ she said. ‘This was
folded and tucked under a coﬀee cup’ She handed the napkin to me, and three $20 bills fell onto my desk when I opened it. On the outside, in big, bold letters, was printed
‘Something For Stevie..’ ‘Pete asked me what that was all about,’ she said, ‘so I told him about Stevie and his Mom and everything , and Pete looked at Tony and Tony
looked at Pete, and they ended up giving me this.’ She handed me another paper napkin that had ‘Something For Stevie’ scrawled on its outside. Two $50 bills were tucked
within its folds. Frannie looked at me with wet, shiny eyes, shook her head and said simply: ‘truckers.’
That was three months ago. Today is the day before Christmas, the ﬁrst day Stevie is supposed to be back to work. His placement worker said he’s been counting the days
until the doctor said he could work, and it didn’t matter at all that it was a holiday. He called 10 times in the past week, making sure we knew he was coming, fearful that
we had forgotten him or that his job was in jeopardy. I arranged to have his mother bring him to work. I then met them in the parking lot and invited them both to celebrate
his day back.
Stevie was thinner and paler, but couldn’t stop grinning as he pushed through the doors and headed for the back room where his apron and bussing cart were waiting.
‘Hold up there, Stevie, not so fast,’ I said. I took him and his mother by their arms. ‘Work can wait for a minute. To celebrate your coming back, breakfast for you and
your mother is on me!’ I led them toward a large corner booth at the rear of the room. I could feel and hear the rest of the staﬀ following behind as we marched through
the dining room.
Glancing over my shoulder, I saw booth after booth of grinning truckers empty and join the procession. We stopped in front of the big table. Its surface was covered with
coﬀee cups, saucers and dinner plates, all sitting slightly crooked on dozens of folded paper napkins. ‘First thing you have to do, Stevie, is clean up this mess,’ I said. I
tried to sound stern. Stevie looked at me, and then at his mother, then pulled out one of the napkins. It had ‘Something for Stevie’ printed on the outside. As he picked
it up, two $10 bills fell onto the table. Stevie stared at the money, then at all the napkins peeking from beneath the tableware, each with his name printed or scrawled on
it. I turned to his mother. ‘There’s more than $10,000 in cash and checks on that table, all from truckers and trucking companies that heard about your problems. ‘Merry
Christmas.’
Well, it got real noisy about that time, with everybody hollering and shouting, and there were a few tears, as well. But you know what’s funny? While everybody else
was busy shaking hands and hugging each other, Stevie, with a big smile on his face, was busy clearing all the cups and dishes from the table.
Best worker I ever hired.
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SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD PROGRAM
The main feature of the program is that all past and present enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived from
the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING
Caravan 0
The Sultanas
Mrs. Theresa Cammarata
M/M Mark Corte
Mrs. Marie Louise Smith
Mrs. Fran Tupper
M/M Mark Corte
M/M Mark Corte
Council of Vizier
Mrs. Marilyn Robinson
Ms. Denise Blakely
Ms. Denise Blakely
Caravan 1
M/M John Monck
Ms. Eileen Winslow
Ms. Eileen Winslow

Unaﬃliated
Dorothy Schwab (L)
Joseph Kohan
Honey Chevenak (L)
Sultana Nancy Murphy
Chris Hernandez
Rich Polenik (L)
John Knapik (L)
Delores Kaczorowski
Dorothy Schwab
Kristen Wilhelm
Jim Rigby (L)
Abd Er Rahman
Dolores Ruscitti
Philomena Fusco
Donald O’Connor

Caravan 4 Alhamar
SE Patrick M. Umbra Jr. Edward Stalstiz
GC Francis A. Kennedy, Jr Sam Sattof
Caravan 10
M/M Wesley C. Loerich
M/M Wesley C. Loerich
Col. James H. Chapman
Col. James H. Chapman

Al Kamel
Paul Tombragel
James Dee
All Deceased SN/Sul’s-Al Kamel
VGC Paul A. Tombragel, Jr.

Caravan 16 Alcala
M/M Andrew Bonthron, Jr. Santina Everett
M/M William N. Le Brun, Sr Santina Everett
Caravan 26
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr
M/M Donald H. Webster Jr.
SN Donald H. Webster Jr.
SN Donald H. Webster Jr.
Cordova Caravan #26
M/M Frederick W. Nestel

Cordova
James Szatkowski
Dale Hacker
Bernard Lawida (L)
John R. Noone (L)
Charles D. Esposito (L)
Robert J. Towsley

Caravan 55 Aurora
M/M John A. Kaslow John Lanzetti (L)
M/M John A. Kaslow Thomas Drovy
Caravan 56
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
M/M Michael Persyn
M/M Michael Persyn
M/M Michael Persyn
Dr/M. Antonio P. Flores,
Dr/M Antonio P. Flores
Caravan 69
M/M James R. Black
Padul #69
M/M Herbert Gilbert
M/M Herbert Gilbert
M/M James R. Black
M/M James R. Black
Padul 69
Caravan 75
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
Dr/M Mario DiGeronimo
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Mrs. Nancy Fisco
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
Mrs. Nancy Fisco
M/M Bryan P. Westfall
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
M/M Joseph M. Mandula
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Bejar
Deacon Tom Fox (L)
Virginia Zinsmeyer
Virginia Zinsmeyer
Virginia Zinsmeyer
Mrs. Joyce Ullrich-bday (L)
Mrs. Georgia Stillwell-accident (L)
Padul
Catherine Eichhorn (L)
Caaherine Eichhorn
Barbara & Jerry Hyatt (L)
Marilyn Maleski
Colleen Fuller
Betty Diciero (L)
Betty Diciero (L)
Carmona
Edna Mittun (L)
James Romeo
Dr. Alan Gray
Anna Marie Whalen
Paul Cianciola
Mary Carbone
Jimmy Bradley
David E. Wible
Don Destasio
Joe Good (L)
Mrs. Elsie Mosca
Edna Mittun
Bill Coad (L)
Mr. Tony Peroli
Kathleen Michaels
Viola S. Zipp
Nancy Domanski (L)

Caravan 77
SN Walter Wonski
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
Galicia Caravan 77
SN Robert Wojtylo
SN Walter Wonski
M/M Leon A. Merecki

Galicia
Donna Pigula
Sul. Antoinette Saputo
Sul. Dolores Kulpa “Illness” (L)
SN Leo Ignasiak “Illness” (L)
Sul. Nora Damico Eyes” (L)
SN. Anthony Sinelli “Illness” (L)
Jane Bienkowski
Dolores Kulpa
Dolores Kulpa

Caravan 78 Baza
Ms. Mary Jaggard Geri Pettis (L)
Caravan 89
M/M Edward R. Seward
M/M William J. Blake
Wamba Caravan 89

Wamba
George E. Goetz
George E. Geatz
Kevin Piper

Caravan 104 Porto
M/M William C. Ubbens Richard L. Duﬀey
Ms. Marge Danaher Steven Eugene Smith (L)
Caravan 110 Osma
GC Richard Beaulieu Laura Gallenstein
Caravan 113 Lugo
M/M Gilbert J. Fontaine Sylvia Norica
M/M Gilbert J. Fontaine Wallace Miller (L)
Caravan 114
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa
M/M Frank Landa

Braga
Joseph Ruggirello
Pat Ciluﬀo
Edward Kot

Caravan 122 Leon
M/M Raymond G. Gagnon Joseph E. McCauley
Caravan 125
M/M Louis Laguardia
M/M Louis Laguardia
M/M Louis Laguardia
M/M Louis Laguardia
Caravan 126
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Gerald A. Burke
M/M Louis H. Kneeshaw
M/M Louis H. Kneeshaw
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter
M/M George J. Walter

Tai
Tony N. DiFancesco
Bernard J. Babal
Thomas J. Mc Carthy, Jr.
Nora Browning
Al Fath
Sul Toni Lawrence (L)
Sul Kathleen Henrie (L)
Louis Kneeshaw (L)
Mary Anne Byzko (L)
Charles Lawrence (L)
Gertrude Hassiepen
Sul. Rae Bongiovi (L)
James McDermott (L)
Joseph Ardovino
George Newett
Toni Lawrence (L)
Samuel Heaslip-U.S. Navy
Shirley Allen
Helen Zukowski

Caravan 132 El Nazir
M/M James Keane Ralph Carrozza
Caravan 138
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
PGC Vincent J. Valentini
PGC Vincent J. Valentini

Valencia
Norten Valentini (L)
Anna Marie Valentini (L)
Marie Valentini (L)
Joseph Valentini (L)

Caravan 142
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.
M/M George J. Butala Jr.

Mahdi
Erminia Miola
Margaret Woodson
Fr. Thomas J. Winkel (L)
Shelly Babir (L)
Richard Ausperk
Sylvia A. Lemmo

Caravan 143 Barcelona
SE James E. Kremer Olga Terleckyj
SE James E. Kremer Sandra O’Day

Caravan 147 Tagus
PRD Joseph E. Bartell Dominic Campagna
Caravan 151
Ms. Barbara Pastovic
M/M John J. Pastovic
M/M Allen G. Wright

Vigo
Helen E. Shorbough
Helen Murphy
Mrs. Helen M. Murphy

Caravan 161 El Poder
SN William S. Maraczi Stanley/Peggy Polchinski (L)
Caravan 169
The Montalbano Family
M/M Mark A Montalbano
M/M Mark A Montalbano

Santiago
Michael Kuryua, Jr.
Virginia D’Orio
Dorothy Raczowski

Caravan 176 Hafsun
M/M Gerald E. Grondin Patricia Geﬀon
PGC John S. Begasse Jack J. Spire
Caravan 178 Pelaya
M/M Don J. Gautreaux Brennan Scot Delcuze
Caravan 183
Friends of Jerez #183
PGC George F. Kline Jr.
PGC George F. Kline Jr.
M/M John J. Schollian
M/M Richard A. Smith, Sr.
M/M John J. Schollian
SPN Blessed Mother’s Sod

Jerez
M. Delores Truﬀer
William Morris
Delores Treufer
Mary Delores Truﬀer
Charles Wittman
Ronald Baum
Tracey Wolford (L)

Caravan 192
M/M James J. Bordino Jr.
M/M Chester Tchorzewski
M/M Edward Pogoda

El Sheedy
Lorraine Domnik
Lorraine Domnik
Lorraine Domnik

Caravan 196 Denia
M/M Francis J. Fodale Kristen Wilhelm
M/M Francis J. Fodale Delores Kulpa
Caravan 200
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris
M/M Stephen J. Melchioris

Abba Koval
Peter Ripilla
Joyce M. Pavone
Stephen Petrilla
Joseph J. Dufala

Caravan 203
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone
M/M Anthony Mangone

Asabica
John Barry
John Mattariello
Etta Ditrio

Caravan 204 Koreisk
M/M Arthur H. Dilaura Madeline Murphy
Caravan 209 Dar Al Ruse
M/M Theodore Yetts, Jr. Mary Catherine/Ernes Grubbs (L)
Caravan 217
M/M Cornelius P. Quinn
SN George Jagitsch
M/M Robert J. Powell
PSCB Kenneth L. Kress
M/M Robert E. Karlek

Manresa
Mrs. Smalls
Kristen Wilhelm
Kristen Wilhelm
Dolores Kulpa
Kristen Wilhelm

Caravan 218
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
Ms. Gertrude Winslow
Mrs. Ruth Bradley
M/M Kenneth C. Owen
SN Kenneth C. Owen
SD Michael S. Caligiuri
Ms. Dorothy Van Tassel
M/M Roy J. Crawford
M/M Donald E. Getty
Ms. Julianne Ross
Ms. Patricia Dambach

Ben Ziri
SN Ric Castro
Sul. Dorothy Vander Mate
SN Chris Hernandez (L)
Chris Hernandez
Frances Lewis
Chris Hernandez
Chris Hernandez
Chris Hernandez
Chris Hernandez
SN Chris Hernanitez
Chris Hernandez
Chris Hernandez

Caravan 221 Algeciras
GC Jesse Perry Herman F. Henderson

SPIRITUAL GIFT CARD
PROGRAM (continued from Page 24)
The main feature of the program is that all past and present
enrollees will beneﬁt and be remembered in the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass oﬀered by our Supreme Chaplain every
Friday. The Spiritual Gift Card can be used for many occasions: for the deceased as well as the living; for birthdays,
anniversaries and other special occasions. All monies derived
from the use of the Spiritual Gift Cards are deposited in the
Alhambra Charity Fund, Inc.
(L) = LIVING

Gleanings from the Caravans
(continued from Page 5)
Alcazaba #162 (continued)
Each month, on the last Saturday, they hold a Holy Mass with “Faith and Light” Group at St. Ann’s
Church in Hamilton, Ontario.
The Caravan will hold their Annual Founder’s Day Mass on February 27, 2010 at St. Ann’s Church.
Algarva #168

Caravan 240
Ms. Theresa Cammarata
Cambril Caravan #240
M/M Daniel R. Ceccoli

Cambril
Anna Sasway
Anna Sasway
Charles Pompa

Caravan 255 Diego
M/M William McWha Joseph O’Brien
Caravan 261 Sancho
M/M Ronald Osinski Pauline Kushner
Caravan 262
M/M Donald R. Herman
M/M Donald R. Herman
M/M Joseph E. Ehrhart

Abd Al Aziz
John Straton (L)
Frances Ehrhart (L)
Chris Hernandez

Caravan 265 Fatima
Fatima Caravan 265 Mrs. Gloria Tolentino

The statistics published above come from the ﬁnancial records of the International Order of Alhambra
and include Spiritual Gifts received up to December 23, 2009.
If you believe that a Spiritual Gift was made that is
not reported here please contact the staﬀ at Headquarters at (410) 242-0660 as soon as possible.
Every eﬀort has been made to correctly record these
Gifts and any error is unintentional.

11 members of the caravan attended the Great Lakes Seminar in Oregon Ohio. They reported that a
great time was had by all.
On Sunday November 29th members attended the St. Clements Church Rededication in McGregor
Ontario. See the article elsewhere in this issue.
The “Hot Sands” Newsletter for December contained an Inspirational Story called “The Folded
Napkin.” This story is reprinted elsewhere in this issue. Many thanks to Algarva for this ﬁne story.
Ben Ziri #218
Recently the Grand Commander, Armondo Mena participated with the Pope John Paul II Columbian
Squires with the construction of a community Dia de Los Muertos Altar. They placed pictures of
loved ones and the Martyrs from Mexico who died in their faith.
Diego #255
The caravan hosted a Christmas Party for S.T.A.R. See the pictures elsewhere in this issue.
The caravan held their Installation of Oﬃcers at a formal dinner on November 19th at St. Raphael’s
Activity Center.
The caravan stated in their newsletter that they are extremely active in their area. They have an
average of 3 functions each month and have for the last 11 years.
Sancho #261
The caravan is holding their largest fund-raiser of the year – the 11th Annual Mark Thomas Bowling
fund-raiser - in April and is looking for lane sponsors, prizes and cash donations.
The caravan had 4 Christmas Parties for “God’s Special People” in December. Our fezes go oﬀ for
this ﬁne work.

Spiritual Gift Cards
are a really nice way to
remember someone who
is sick or who has died.
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From the Desk of
Executive Director Roger Reid, PSC
Founder’s Day Mass and
Celebration
The 2010 Founder’s Day Mass
and Celebration will be held on
February 28th, 2010, at Prince of
Peace Roman Catholic Church,
4300 Walnut Lake Road, West
Bloomﬁeld, Michigan. This is
the parish where Monsignor
Ricardo Bass, our Supreme
Chaplain resides. Mass will be
celebrated at 10:00AM
Council of Viziers Meeting
– July 2010
The annual (2010) Council of
Viziers meeting will be held in
Baltimore City, Maryland on
Friday, July 16th and Saturday,
July 17th. We are currently
negotiating a contact with the
Marriott Inner Harbor Hotel at
Camden Yards, located at 110
South Eutaw Street.
Council of Viziers members
attending the meetings and all
members in the New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Virginia regions are welcome to
attend. We have limited seating
so members wishing to attend
should make their intentions
known to the Secretariat, after
March 1st. Holy Mass will be
celebrated on Sunday, July 18th
at The Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
at 9:00AM. This church is a
National Historical Landmark
and located on Cathedral Street.
Arrangements are being made
to have Supreme Chaplain,
Monsignor Ricardo E. Bass
concelebrate Mass.
Al Sunna Notes
When procedural matters are
not speciﬁcally covered in the
governing documents of the
Order, Robert’s Rules of Order
prevail. This book “Robert’s
Rules of Order,”(Newly Revised,
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be sent to all Supreme Directors
in the near future. We do not have
a problem collecting these small
balances in a convention year
as Supreme Divan credentials
cannot be issued to Caravans
having an existing balance.
With everyone’s cooperation
we will be back on track once
2010 Alhambra Directory
The 2010 Alhambra Directory again.
was sent to the printer recently.
Memberships
and
Grand Commanders of record Life
will be mailed a directory Payment of Caravan Dues
when available at no charge. Recently a Grand Commander
Additional copies are available asked for guidance in the setting
at the Secretariat for a nominal of dues for Life Members in
his Caravan. Let’s review what
shipping and handling cost.
Al Sunna says: “Individual
Caravans, at their discretion may
Caravan Chaplain
issue Life Memberships to Sir
Appointment
In reviewing the Annual Nobles who have attained sixtyElection of Grand Divan ﬁve years of age and are active
Oﬃcer forms, submitted by members in good standing in
Caravans, we discover that the Order for at least twentythere are far too many Grand ﬁve years.” Sir Nobles who were
Commanders that have not reinstated in good standing with
appointed a Caravan Chaplain. the Order after being issued a
The governing documents demit shall be eligible for Life
of our Order, page 28, titled Membership after twenty-ﬁve
“Chaplain Appointment,” state years of active membership.
the following: The Grand Sir Nobles who were not in
Commander upon taking oﬃce good standing and who were
shall appoint a Chaplain who suspended for non-payment
shall be a member of the Order of dues, if reinstated must
in good standing. Whenever serve twenty-ﬁve consecutive
possible, the Caravan should years before obtaining Life
purchase the Chaplain’s fez. If Membership. (See Al Sunna,
ﬁnancially able, the Caravan Article III, “Membership,”
should
provide
necessary Section 6, page 13)
funds for the expenses of their
Chaplain.
As to the question of whether
or not a Life Member must
pay annual dues to his Caravan
Outstanding Accounts
From time to time Supreme that issue is left solely to the
Directors advise that they are language written in the approved
surprised to hear that a caravan Caravan Bylaws. No member
may have an outstanding of the Council of Viziers can
balance due the Order. It should waive, alter or interpret Caravan
be known that the policy of the Bylaws. This is a function,
Council of Viziers has been duty and responsibility of the
that all balances due-the-Order Supreme Advocate.
must be paid within 30 days of
invoicing. A listing of Caravans Duties of the Grand Advocate
owing money to the Order will When it comes to interpretations

10th Edition) is available and
can be ordered by contracting
the Secretariat. Your order will
be shipped by Amazon.com or
their authorized agents directly
to your home address, via UPS.
Cost is $6.95, plus shipping

of the Governing Documents
of the Order, Grand Advocates
play an important part in settling
disputes and interpreting the
Governing Documents of the
Order. No other member of
the Caravan has this primary
duty and responsibility. Al
Sunna, Article XV, “Grand
Divan Oﬃcers Duties and
Responsibilities, Section 6,
page 28 covers this matter. It
is hereby quoted for all Grand
Divan Oﬃcers: Section 6, Grand
Advocate, “All interpretations
of the governing documents of
the Order and Caravan bylaws
shall be oﬃcially referred to
the Grand Advocate. Appeal
from his oﬃcial interpretations
may be made to the Supreme
Advocate, who in turn will
decide the appeal.
With Our Thanks …. from
the Secretariat
Our Oﬃce Manager, Denise
Blakely,
our
Accounting
Manager, Theresa Mills and
your Executive Director wish
to thank the many members
and their Sultanas who took
their time to wish us a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year. We wish every member of
the Order a very Happy and Holy
New Year, with an abundance
of health in 2010. We extend
our best wishes to all past and
present clergy members of our
Order. They play an important
roll in the health and welfare of
our members throughout North
America.
(Continued on Page 27)

From the Desk of
Executive Director Roger Reid, PSC

Region VII
(Continued from page 12)

(Continued from Page 26)

El Cid # 106 (Rio Grande City, TX)

The Alhambran Newspaper
The Secretariat continues to receive messages and phone calls praising
The Alhambran Newspaper. Congratulations to editor, Mike Carpenter,
for the work he is doing to make this newspaper a success throughout
the Order. Please give the editor your ideas and suggestions so that
he can give you the periodical you deserve. Once in a while you can
throw out a few complaints as well.

El Cid # 106 held a Corporate Communion Mass and then their
installation of oﬃcers in November. A Presentation Ball will be held
in December and plans are being formulated to participate with other
caravans at Brownsville, TX for the 2010 Charro Days.

Our Supreme Directors
Caravan Grand Divan members are encouraged to speak with their
Supreme Director whenever they are confronted with Caravan or
Regional concerns or member problems. Supreme Directors have
a wealth of knowledge as well as the authority to conduct business
in their regions. Your Supreme Director is your life-line to the entire
Council of Viziers. The Supreme Oﬃcers, Supreme Directors and the
Executive Director are responsible for enforcement of the Governing
Documents of the Order.
2010 Alhambra General Fund Raﬄe
By the time you receive this newspaper, Grand Commanders of record
will have received a quantity of the 2010 Alhambra General Fund
Raﬄe tickets. All members of the Order are requested to purchase
these raﬄe tickets. Purchasing these raﬄe tickets, at the cost of $25.00,
may help reduce the per capita amount paid by Caravans. Every bit
helps. Please do your share to help the Order’s General Fund. First
Place prize is $2,000, Second Place prize is $1,000, Third Place Prize
is $500, Forth Place Prize is $200, and the 5th and last prize is $100.
The Early Bird Prize is $250 and the drawing will take place on May
26th at the Secretariat in Baltimore. The big prizes will be raﬄed oﬀ
on July 9th during the Council of Viziers meeting in Baltimore City.

Manresa Caravan #217 Community Service

Dar Al Ruse # 209 (Dallas, TX)
Dar Al Ruse # 209 held their installation of Divan Oﬃcers and are
formulating out their 2010 agenda.
Guadalupe # 234 (El Paso, TX)
Guadalupe # 234 held their installation of oﬃcers and are making
plans for 2010.
Mosara # 260 (Hidalgo, TX)
Mosara # 260 installed their oﬃcers and are planning their agenda for
the new year.
Word was received that the newly appointed Bishop for the Diocese
of Brownsville is an Alhambran from Detroit, Michigan. Bishop
Daniel Flores will be installed as the new bishop on February 2, 2010.
Detroit, Michigan’s loss is South Texas’s gain as three caravans (Alva
# 91, El Cid 106, and Mosara # 260) in the diocese eagerly await
Bishop Flores.

Region VIII
(Continued from Page 12)

I might add that only GC John Straton of Abd Al Aziz is a new Grand
Commander. All other GC’s have served 1 or more times. I thank
them for their continuing dedication and support.
Region VIII has adopted a “Back to Basics” theme for 2010. I have to
admit we have gotten a bit lax on proper protocol at meetings, wearing
of the Fez at all oﬃcial Alhambran functions (including meetings). We
feel getting “Back to Basics” should strengthen us as an organization.
January of every year used to be the time we made New Years’
resolutions. At our January Region meeting I laid out goals for 2010,
including a resolution to increase membership. 2009 was the ﬁrst year
since I’ve been a member of the Order (27 years) that we (Southern
California) did not bring in a new member. I resolved that will not
happen again, so I’ll go on record saying Region VIII will have new
members in 2010.
On the subject of membership, I’d like to thank Region III Supreme
Director Michael Stakem for sending the DVD that contains a
PowerPoint presentation on the recruitment of new members. I
showed it at our January meeting and will make copies for all our
Grand Commanders.

PGC Ed Peters and PSCB Ken Kress doing some cleanup
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Merry Christmas and a Joyous and Happy
New Year to All Alhambrans and their friends and
Family!!!!
More Christmas Pictures from Garcia and Guzera Caravans

Together we are stronger
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